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9) Kitab as-Sa’adah wa’l-Is'ad, the present book, now appearing for the
first time in print, is the largest and most important of *Ameri’s extant
works. An old copy of it, apparently belonging to the fifth (11th) cent.,
exists in the Library of Sir Chester Beatty in Dublin. The present edition
is a facsimile of a copy, almost a replica, I made of this manuscript. The
original is incomplete at both ends and in the middle. But when, some fifty
years ago, it was in the hands of a scribe in Egypt who copied from it, two
more leaves of it did exist (our first and sixth foll.); the copy is now in
Tehran in possession of my friend Dr. Asghar Mahdavi, professor in the
University of Tehran, and from this I obtained a copy of the two leaves as

well as some variants (generally by the scribe) which I have noted on the

margins of my copy and marked them with ;. The Chester Beatty MS was

described by the late Muhammad Kurd “Ali in the RAAD, and a photograph
of it was taken by the Dar¥1-Kutub¥l-Misriyyah, before it came into the
gentleman’s possession.

I have not been able to find any more of the work’s missing parts, and
have not attempted to correct the copyist’s mistakes, except in a very few
instances. My magnanimous friend, Dr. Yahya Mahdavi, professor in the
University of Tehran, suggested, and I agreed, that it should be printed in
facsimile just as I had copied it, in the series of books published by the
University of Tehran from the fund supplied and bequeathed by Dr.
Mahdavi himself.

I offer it in this form to the scholars better fitted than myself with necessary
requirements to deal with it, hoping that one of them may edit and correct

it properly and publish it anew.

Ankara, March 1958

Mojtaba Minovi




1) Al-Qaul fV'l-Ibsar wa’l-Mubsir, on Sight and Seeing, a copy of which
is preserved in a collection of tracts marked Hikm. 98, in the Ahmad Taimiir
Pasha Section of the Egyptian National Library. It is in 22 pages, and is
dated 1223 H., copied from a MS written in 592 H.

2) Al-I'lam bi-Manaqib*’l-Islam, on the Merits of Islam, a copy of which

is included in the collection of tracts No. 1463, preserved in Raghib Paga

Kiitiiphanesi; it contains 28 foll. and is dated 525 H.
3) Al Amad ‘al@’l” Abad, a History of Greek Philosophy, of which a

copy exists in the Servily section of the Siileymaniya Library under No.

179/2, in 34 folios. The author completed it in Bokhara in 375 H.

4) Ingadh*l- Bashar min®l-Jabr* wa’l-Qadar, on Predestination and Free-
will, of which a copy is preserved, together with No. 5, the following, in the
Library of Princeton University (See the No. 2163 in Ph. Hitti’s Catal.). It
has 25 pp. and is dated 592 H.

5) At-Tagrir Ui Aujuh®t-Tagqdir, on the Aspects of Destiny, copied by
the same hand as No. 4, and bound together with it; the author has written
it, apparently in Bokhara, for Abi’l-Hosain al-“Utbi, the famous Minister
of Nih ibn Mansiir. This minister was appointed in 365 H. and was stabbed
to death 6 years later. This tract contains 51 pages.

6) Al-Fusal fi'l-Ma alim”l-Ilahiyya, a theological work in 11 folios
contained in a collection of tracts, No. 1933 of Esat Efendi, in Siileymaniya
Library. The MS was probably written in the 8th (14th) century.

7) A philosophical work, also contained in the same collection of tracts
(foll. 65—109) and without the author’s name, has been described in my
article previously mentioned. I have suggested there that the book was
written, perhaps, by our author.

8) Farrokh-Nama of Yinan(?) Dastur, a tract composed in Persian, and
containing advice and counsel given by this (ficticious or historical) person age
to the Sassanian king Khosraw I., of which there exist several MSS in
various libraries, and which has been lithographed in Bombay in the

twaydt-i Darab Hormazdyar!, could be the work of our author if we accept
that the name .| Llyl given as that of the man responsible for the

transmission of the tract, is a corruption of (.l sl

1 In the English translation of these Rivayat an abridged version of this tract is given.
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with Abi Sa‘id Sirafi which left, according to Abi Hayyan Tawhidi’, a
poor impression of * Ameri with the assembly. But otherwise what is reported
about him suggests that he was a man of good behaviour and high morals,
always thinking and contemplating, very able in talking and writing, and
very powerful in his methods; although it is said that, because of his severity
and harshness, he provoked people against himself and drove them to
despising him. It is, however, certain that he exercised a great and powerful
influence upon his contemporaries, and was acclaimed by all as one of the
great masters of philosophy. Witness the extensive chapters about his life,
his manners, his opinions and sayings that are found in the Moqgabasat of

Tawhidi, in Moskuya’s Javidkan Kheradh?, and in Abi Soleyman’s

Siwan®l-Hikmah3. Tbn Sind alone, who did not appreciate anybody but
himself, and who did not think any of the Moslem philosophers worth
mentioning, has grudgingly praised Farabi, and has mentioned ‘Ameri
derisively and in derogatory terms.

It is worth mentioning here that Ibn Abi *Usaibi‘a in his ‘Uyan*'l-" Anba’
(vol. IT, p. 20) mentions amongst the works of Ibn Sina a set of “Answers to
14 Questions that Abi’l-Hasan al-"Amiri asked him’’; and there is also a
record of Seven Debates held between Ibn Sina and Ash-Shaikh™1- Ameri.
As our ‘Ameri died in 381 H., and as Ibn Sina at that time was not more
than 11 years old, it is inconceivable that these two treatises should concern
our “Ameri in his relations with Ibn Sina.

To save others from the embarrassment I had in searching Brockelmann’s
G. A. L. and Supplement for the names of “Ameri’s books I mention here
that our author has been referred to by Brockelmann four times (S. I. 744;
S.1.958; S. 1. 961; & S. III. 1239), each time as a different person, so that
four men are made out of one.

Some eight or nine books and tracts attributable to “Ameri are today in
existence and known to us, seven of which are certain to be by him, and I
have compiled a list* of another fourteen works recorded in various books
as by him. I am here confining myself to giving a list of those books and
tracts that are extant and known:

1 As reported by Yaqit in his Mu'jam™1- Udaba’.

2 Recently published under the title Al-Hikmat al-Khalidah.

3 Only an abridgement of it exists. * Inmy article which I have mentioned before.
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The author of this book, Abi’l-Hasan Mohammad al-"Ameri, was re-
cognized as the Chief Philosopher of the Moslems in the period between the
death of al-Farabi and the flourishing of Ibn Sind, in the fourth century H.,
the 10th cent. A. D. He had made great efforts in bringing Greek philosophy
and Islamic religious thought together, and had written a great deal of
books on philosophical subjects. I have published an account of his life and

a list of his books in the second of my articles, under the title of “az khazayen-

¢ torkiyye”, which appeared in the Bulletin of Tehran Faculty of Letters!.

Here I shall confine myself to giving a brief summary of that account.

The author’s father was called Aba Dharr Yasof, and this is why he often
refers to himself as Abii’l-Hasan ibn Abi Dharr. He was born and brought
up in Néshabir, and travelled to the chief cities of the Islamic world in
search of knowledge, learning and arguing and teaching all the time. He
studied with Abt Zaid Ahmed ibn Sahl of Balkh, and accompanied, debated,
discussed with, and learned from, such famous men as Aba’l-Fadl ibn
al-"Amid, Abi’l-Fath ibn al-“Amid, Abi’l-Hosain “Otbi, Abi Sa‘id Sirafi,
Abt’n-Nadr Nafis, Aba Solaiman Manteqi of Sistan, Aba Hayyan Tawhidi
and Abi ’Ali Moskiiye; he was familiar with and befriended the Sufis,
favoured the tasavvof and wrote a book on the subject; Abi Bakr Kalabadi?
in his book A4i-T'a’arruf has quoted him twice and Aba Hayyan Tawhidi
has mentioned him very many times and brought a great deal of his sayings
and opinions in several of his books, amongst them the Mogabasat, al-Imia
wa’l-Mu'anasa, and the Akhlag*™’l-Wazirain. “Ameri died in Néshabir on
the 27th of Shavval 381 H. (6th January 992 A. D.), and because we know
that his master, the philosopher Abi Zaid Balkhi, died in 322 H., and that
“Ameri lived some sixty years after that, we can conclude that he had
reached a ripe old age, and full ripeness of mind.

He once travelled from Néshabir to Ray and Baghdad in A. H. 360:
another time, in the company of Abi’l-Fath Ibn al-“Amid, he arrived in
Baghdad in A. H. 364; he spent some five years of his life in Ray; he was in
Neshabir in 870 H., and he finished writing one of his important books in

Bokhira in the year 375. In the year 364, when in Baghdad, he had a debate

! Number 3 of the 4th year, pp. 59—83.

* He died the year before our author died.

Iy




INTRODUCTION

Aristotle believed that a good life was a happy life, and stated as the
highest aim of the philosopher to seek happiness for himself and others. That

is Aristotle’s aim in his Nicomachean Ethics, where he says that all things

other than happiness are sought with some other end in view, and it is
happiness alone which is sought for its own sake.

The book As-Sa’adat* wa’l-Is'ad, On Being Happy and Making Happy,
which is being presented to the reader in this volume, contains a statement
of philosophical ethics, and the principles of right and wrong in domestic
life and in political affairs, such as are necessary for becoming happy and
making others happy in this world.

The author has extracted these principles and these measures from Arabic
translations of the principal works of Plato, Aristotle and other Greek
philosophers, and has collected such sayings, advice, instructions, ordinan-
ces, and anecdotes he found in books by Iranians, Indians and Arabs, which
he deemed suitable to, and confirmatory of those Greek sayings; this
material he has welded together and used to compose a book on human
morals and rules of good conduct, political precepts, and education and
management methods. Most of the books which were the sources of this
collection, especially translations from Greek authors that were used by
Moslem philosophers, are lost, and it is through books of this kind that we
can discover what sources were accessible to men of philosophy in the
Tslamic World for studying the product of the thought and contemplation
as well as the results of the investigations of ancient Greek philosophers,
and for employing such works as the basis of their own deep thinking and

writing.
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