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ArrHur Jersery, Foreword.

(2) The other from Cairo, which he refers to as B ()
Taimur Pasha, 271 Tafsir. 18 x13} em. Text 14 x10 cm.
103 folios of 15 lines to the page, written in good legible
Naskhi script somewhat faded. It is fairly well vowelled.
Titles and headings in red. Written in 850 A. H. The title
page is missing and the MS. commences with a few lines
dealing with the end of the Fatiha and then begins with
Saratu l-Bagara. At the end of the work we find written
o Gedl dlas gt fbYI 22 @l L el O o Jeali 381
Al i o or gl or et JW A IS0 a0 e L gymdl 6 )
Both MSS. were written by careless scribes, so that the task of
establishing the text was a formidable one. Some idea of this can
be gathered from a glance at the Apparatus Criticus, which un-
fortunately occupies an unusual amount of space.

This work of Ibn Halawaih was widely used by later writers
who were interested in the uncanonical variants, and a comparison
of this text with the Qira’at material contained in the Commen-
tators revealed two things, (1) that they often quote from Ibn
Halawaih something quite other than what is found in the text
here; (2) that the readings quoted by Ibn Halawaih from different
Readers frequently differ from the general consensus as to what
that reading was or who was the authority for it. In some cases
we probably liave in the text of Ibn Halawaih a different tradition,
but in others it is very probable that the text of Ibn Halawaih
as it has survived to us is imperfect and not always correct. It had
beer. originally planned that I should prepare an Appendix to
the text giving, from my collection of Qira’at material, all the places
where the statements in this text of Ibn Halawaih differ from the
information thereon given in other sources. Under the circum-
stances, however, it has been felt better that Professor Berg-
strdBer’s work should now appear as he left it, with only this
word of introduction.

Cairo, April 1934. ARTHUR JEFFERY.




ArraUR JEFFERY, Foreword. i

He seems to have taken a great interest in the grammatical
explanation of the Qur‘an. Ibn an-Nadim mentions that he
wrote a work on the 7‘ra@b of some thirty Saras of the Qur'an, and
there is in Stambul a MS (Murad Molla No. 85, see Rirter in Der
Islam, XVII 249) of his on this subject which deals, so Dr. PrerzL
informs me, with the I‘’@b of the variant readings of canonical
readers of Mecca, Madina, Bagra, Kifa and Damascus. His earlier
work, the Kitab al-Qira’at as-Sidda, called in the Fihrist merely
Kitah al-Qir@at, is a collection of a number of uncanonical readings,
given for the most part without grammatical commentary. This
work is of unusual importance, for it was Ibn Halawaih’s custom
to reproduce the work of his teachers with or without comment.
Thus, as mentioned above, the Kitah as-Sagar, which so long
passed current under his name, is at most his recension of the
work of the older philologist Aba Zaid. Similarly the Kitab al-
‘Adarat, explaining words having the same beginning, which is
frequently given among his works, is only his edition of the work
of his teacher al-Mutarriz, as his Sarh Magsarat Ibn Duraid is
his exposition of the work of another of his teachers. Now his
teacher of the Qur’an, Ibn Mugdhid, whose work on the Seven
Readers succeeded in definitely establishing their systems as
canonical, dealt also in his lectures with the uncanonical variants,
and there is thus reason to believe that in this present work of
Ibn Halawaih we have a more or less accurate reproduction of
the material from Ibn Mugahid’s lectures. In the text itself he
not infrequently refers to Ibn Mugahid and it is interesting that
his statements in the text are sometimes in agreement with the
statements quoted in other sources on the authority of Ibn Mugahid.

In establishing the text Professor Bergstrifer used two manu-
seripts —

(1) One from Stambul, which he refers to as A (T)
Hamidiye 24. 26} x18 cm. Text 20% x13% cm.
78 folios of 17 lines to the page, written in clear plain
Naskhi script on thick white paper. Titles and headings in
red. Written in 847 A. H. The title is given as ,az 5

Cadt Wl we of o all M) et LR | RN PR TR TR T JON
_szz-.'“ 4::“.-2- xl

(I owe this description to Dr. PrerzL).




6 ArraUR Jerrery, Foreword.

served at Stambul). Al-‘Ukbari who, in his /mla’, which has
been several times printed, gave a rich selection of uncanonical
readings along with the usual Seven, wrote also a special work
on I‘rab al-Qird‘at as-Sadda, a unique but unfortunately imperfect
MS which is now in London. We know also of treatises, now lost,
by al-Ahwazi, Ibn ‘Atiya, al-Mahdawi und others, and
the famous Kitah al-Lawamik of Abia 1-Fadl ar-Réazi, which
dealt with this subject. Ad-Dani himself composed a treatise
entitled al- Muhtawi on these uncanonical readings, perhaps iden-
tical with the Kiab at- Ta'rif of which a MS is said to exist in
Algiers.

One of the most renowned of such treatises on the uncanonical
variants, and one that is frequently quoted both by the exegetes
and the philologers, was that of the famous philologist Ibn Ha-
lawaih (370/980), who was one of the shining lights at the Ham-
danid Court of Saif ad-Dawla at Aleppo, where he was the ¢on-
temporary of such famous men as the poet al-Mutanabbi, the
philosopher Al-Farabi, the preacher Abii Nubita and Abi l-Farad
al-Isfahani, the compiler of the Kitah al-A gani. Ibn Hilawaih was
a Persian, born in Hamadhan, who in the year 314/926 came as
a student to Baghdad, where he studied the Qur’an under no less
authorities than Ibn Mugahid and Abi Sa‘id as-Sirafi, Traditions
under al-‘Attar, and philology under the eminent scholars Ibn
Duraid, Ibn al-Anbari, al-Mutarriz and Niftawaih. His student
years being ended he visited Mecca and Madina, and was for a
time engaged as a teacher of Traditions in the latter city. The
fame of Saif al-Dawla’s Court at Aleppo, however, drew him there
to join the circle of brilliant men who surrounded that liberal
prince. There his lectures on literature and philology became so
famous that he attracted students from all over the Islamic world.
His position as a philologist was of unusual interest because he
associated himself neither with the Kiifan nor the Basran School,
but chose what was best from either school.

The Fikrist of Ibn an-Nadim p. 84, mentions several works
of Ibn Halawaih, only one of which has been printed up to the
present, viz. the Kitab Laisa (parts of which were published by
H. DerexBoure, Paris 1898—1901, and in Cairo as Part III of
at-Turaf al-Adabiya, by a%-Sanqiti in 1327, A. H.). The Kitab
a$-Sagar, a botanical lexicon ascribed to him, and edited by Nagel-
berg in 1909, is really the work of Abd Zaid.
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the great scholar Ibn Mugahid and the authority of the Wazirs
Ibn ‘Isa and Ibn Muglah at Baghdad. Uncanonical readings are
all those outside this restricted circle.

The publication by O. PrerzL in 1930 of the Taisir of Ad-Dani,
the most famous ancient authority on the system of the Seven,
following on the issue at Damascus in 1927 of the two great volumes
of the Nasr of Ibn al-Gazari on the system of the Ten, placed
our study of the canonical variants for the first time on a sound
basis. There remained the much wider and more difficult field of
the uncanonical variants. These are found scattered all over
Arabic literature and not infrequently turn up in the most un-
expected quarters. An absolutely complete collection of them,
therefore, would involve the superhuman task of combing through
the whole range of Arabic literature. For practical purposes,
however, the field may be restricted to the exegetical and philo-
logical literature. Most Commentaries contain some information
on variant readings, and some Commentators are particularly rich
in these uncanonical variants — among them the Mu‘tazilite az-
ZamahSari, the Andalisian Aba Hayydn and the recently
printed commentary of the Yemenite as-Sawkani. For lexical
and grammatical reasons the philologers also busied themselves
with the variant readings, and a not inconsiderable harvest can
be gleaned from grammatical and philological works, as can be
seen from BergstraBler’s publication, ‘Nichtkanonische Koran-
lesarten im Muhtasab des Ibn Ginni”, published in the Sitzungs-
berichte der Bayerischen Akad. d. Wiss. 1933.

Some writers even devoted whole treatises to the question of
these uncanonical variants (technically known as Sawddd). Some
dealt with the old Codices whose text differed more or less from
that known as the “‘Utmanic Codex”, which was officially fixed
as the standard Codex. Thus we know of certain works under the
title Kitab al- Masahif (the Book of Codices) by Ibn al-Anbari,
Ibn ASta al-Isfahani, and ITbn Abi Dawiad. Two MSS, in-
deed, of the work of this latter writer have recently come to light,
and will be published in prosecution of Bergstriafer’s plan. Other
writers dealt with the textual variants of different groups of
ancient Readers. Thus al-Banna’ in the Ithaf (printed Cairo
A. H. 1318), collected the variants of the Fourteen Readers, and
the collection of a somewhat different set of fourteen is to be found
in the Raudat al-Huffaz of al-Mu‘addil (a MS of which is pre-




FOREWORD.

Little did I imagine when, almost three years ago, I agreed
with Professor Bergstrifler of Miinchen to assist from the Cairo
end, in the preparation of his edition of Ibn Halawaih’s work
on the non-Canonical Qur’an variants, that there would fall to
me the melancholy duty of writing the Preface.

The printing of the work began two years ago, and Professor
Bergstrifer had already received from Cairo the final sheets of
the text and had sent on to me his list of additions and corrections
before the summer of 1933. He had also prepared the Index to
the work, and I saw a final proof of all but the final sheets of this
before leaving Egypt at the end of June. Hardly had I arrived
in Oxford, however, when there came the news of Bergstrasser’s
tragic death in the Bavarian Alps during his summer vacation.
At such a distance from the printer it was impossible to do any-
thing, and it is only now, after my return to Cairo at the beginning
of the New Year, that the work is finally issued from the Press.
As Professor BergstriBer left no notes of any kind referring to
his projected Introduction to the book, I have been asked to
prepare these few sentences of Foreword.

As is doubtless well known, the publication of this work was
part of a larger plan looking towards a critical edition of the text
of the Quran. One part of that plan consisted in a minute exami-
nation of the existing fragments of Cufic Codices of the Qur’an
which have survived to us from the early Islamic centuries. Another
part was the collection of a complete Corpus of variant readings
to the text. Though the matter is seldom mentioned, yet the fact
of the existence of variant readings in the text of the Qur’an is
fully recognized in Islam, and indeed a difference is made between
canonical and uncanonical readings. The canonical readings consist
of those textual variations (generally mere differences of pointing
or vowelling an unpointed, unvowelled text), which are associated
with the names of the Seven Readers —, or with some latitude the
Ten Readers —, whose systems were officially recognized and practi-
cally canonized in the year 322 A. H., through the influence of
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graphien’) und zwei Texteditionen?), die wiederum nur einen Teil
eines weif, umfassenderen Arbeitsprogrammes darstellen. Wie
wenig Bergstriler bei aller philologischen Akribie in gelehrter
Stubenarbeit befangen war, und wie sehr er mit hellem Aug und
Obr dem keineswegs leicht zugiinglichen lebenden Orient das ab-
zugewinnen wullte, was fiir die Probleme, denen seine Arbeit galt,
von Bedeutung war, beweist seine mit einer Fiille von interessanten
Gesichtspunkten unternommene und im einzelnen mit den modern-
sten Methoden glinzend durchgefiihrte wissenschaftliche Erfassung
und Darstellung der traditionellen heutigen Koranlesung in Kairo,
ein unnachahmliches Meisterstiick orientalistischer Forschung?).
Sein néchstes Arbeitsziel war die systematische Durchforschung der
kufischen Koranhandschriften. Zu diesem Zwecke hatte er mit
Unterstiitzung der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften eine
umfassende Sammlung von Photographien aller erhaltenen kufi-
schen Korane und Koranfragmente anzulegen begonnen. Ehe diese
Sammlung so weit gediehen war, daB er an ihre Bearbeitung hiitte
gehen konnen, wurde er abgerufen. Das Endziel seiner Bemiihungen
um den Korantext, der ,,Apparatus Criticus zum Koran‘‘?), war
ihm zu erreichen nicht vergénnt.

Es war BergstriBers ausdriicklicher Wunsch, daB die hier
vorgelegte Edition der Schrift des Ibn Halawaih iiber die
aubBerkanonischen Koranlesarten in der ,,Bibliotheca Islamica*
erscheinen sollte. Wie gerne rdumen wir dem letzten wissenschaft-
lichen Werke, das er vollendete, seinen Platz in der Reihe ein,
der es zur Zierde gereicht als ein Denkmal deutschen Forscher-
fleiBes und deutscher wissenschaftlicher Gesinnung!

Bebek, im April 1934. H. RirrEr.

?

1) Die Koranlesung des Hasan von Basra. Islamica 2,11—57, 1926,
Nichtkanonische Koranlesarten im Mulitasab des ibn Ginni. SB Bayer. AW,
Phil.-histor. Abteilung, Jahrgang 1933, Heft 2. In der Einleitung dieser Schrift
auBert sich B. iiber seine Editionspline.

2) AuBer der hier vorgelegten Edition die Gajat an-nthaja fi tabagat
algurra’ des Muhammad b. Muhammad b. al-Gazar1r. Erschienen
ist nur der erste Teil, Kairo 1932.

3) Koranlesung in Kairo. Der Islam 20,1—42; 21, 110—140.

4) Plan eines Apparatus Criticus zum Koran. SB Bayer. AW, Phil.-
histor. Abt. Jahrgang 1930, Heft 7.
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“

arbeitete, schrieb und sprach, war lauteres Gold. Man nannte ihn
wohl den Meister der exakten Methode; aber wer ihn kannte, der
weil, wie wenig Wesentliches mit solchen Begriffen iiber ihn aus-
gesagt wird. Hier entfaltete sich nicht lediglich ein bedeutender
Intellekt, hier bewihrte sich ein sittlicher Charakter. Aus seinem
Pflichtbegriff erwuchs seine Methode, aus seiner unwandelbarsn
Treue zum ethischen Grundpostulat der Wissenschaft die Un-
bestechlichkeit seines Urteils.

Aus dem gleichen Grunde war er ein idealer akademischer
Lehrer, ein Erzieher im wahren Sinne des Wortes. Nicht, als ob
bei ihm von Erziehung und Charakterbildung und dergleichen
geredet worden wire, aber seine ,,Methode* lernen, hief ja im
Grunde nichts anderes, als die gleiche ethische, echt akademische
Grundhaltung den Dingen gegeniiber einnehmen, die er selbst ein-
nahm; und in der Ubertragung dieses akademischen Grundethos
auf die junge Generation besteht ja der erzieherische Wert des
Universititsstudiums.

Es ist hier nicht der Ort, das wissenschaftliche Gesamtwerk
G. BergstraBer’s zu wiirdigen. Die hier vorgelegte Publikation ist
die letzte Frucht seiner ausgedehnten Studien zur Geschichte des
Korantextes. BergstriBer’s Interesse fiir die philologischen Pro-
bleme, die der Text des heiligen Buches der Muslime bietet, reicht
bis in die Vorkriegszeit zuriick!), neuen und entscheidenden An-
trieb erhielt dies Interesse, als ihm die Neubearbeitung des dritten
Teils der Geschichte des Korans von Tu. NOLDEKE iibertragen wurde.
In der Art, wie er an die Losung dieser Aufgabe heranging, offen-
bart sich die ganze Energie seines Arbeitswillens ebenso wie die
Uberlegenheit seiner Arbeitsweise. Er schuf sich durch groBziigige
Heranziehung umfangreichen, kaum gekannten noch benutzten
Quellenmaterials von vornherein eine ganz andere Basis fiir seine
Arbeit, als die, von der seine Vorgiinger hatten ausgehen kénnen.
Das von ihm iiberschaute gewaltige Material muBte zum grofen
Teil erst wieder durch philologische Bearbeitung bzw. kritische
Edition fir den wissenschaftlichen Zugriff faBbar gemacht werden.
So entstanden neben der unvollendeten Hauptarbeit, der Ge-
schichte des Korantextes®) eine Reihe von ausgezeichneten Mono-

1) Verneinungs- und Fragepartikel und Verwandtes im Koran. Leipzig
1914.

2) Geschichte des Qorans von Treopor NOLDERE. Zweite Auflage, dritter
Teil. Die Geschichte des Qorantextes. Leipzig 1926. Erschienen
sind 160 Seiten.




Gotthelf BergstréBer (1886—1933) zum Gedichtnis.

Am 16. August vorigen Jahres ist Gotthelf BergstriBer,
Ordinarius fiir Orientalische Sprachwissenschaft und Philologie an
der Universitdt Miinchen, im Hochgebirge todlich abgestiirzt.

Nur wer das Arbeitsfeld der deutschen Wissenschaft vom Orient
tibersieht, kann ermessen, was der unzeitige Tod “dieses in seiner
besten Schaffensperiode stehenden Meisters fiir die Wissenschaft,
nur der, dem es vergénnt war, mit der personlichen Sphire dieses
wundervollen Menschen in- Beriihrung zu kommen, kann ahnen,
was sein Hingang fiir seine Freunde bedeutet. Mit BergstriBer
ging ein in seiner Weise einzigartiger lebendiger Triger dessen
dahin, was der deutschen Wissenschaft von jeher ihren wahren
Sinn, ihre Tiefe und ihre Wichtigkeit gegeben hat: Er stellte das
lebendige Ethos des deutschen wissenschaftlichen Menschen in
vollkommener Weise dar. Was damit gemeint ist, ist klar: Es ist
der von der Tiefe der Personlichkeit aus getragene Wille und die
unbedingte Bereitschaft, dem hochsten Zweck der Erkenntnis
objektiver Wahrheit den Primat iiber alle anders gearteten Ziel-
setzungen einzurdumen, ihm nicht nur Zeit, Rube und Bequem-
lichkeit, sondern auch alle anderen sich der harten Erkennthis
entgegenstellenden Neigungen und wunschgendhrten Gegenvor-
stellungen riicksichtslos zum Opfer zu bringen. Hier war Berg-
strafler, dessen ganzes Wesen in diese echt akademische Grund-
gesinnung eingetaucht war, uns anderen leuchtendes Vorbild und
lebendiges Gewissen. Fiir seinen unbestechlichen Wahrheits- und
Gerechtigkeitssinn gab es keine Entschuldigung fiir bequeme und
fliichtige Schnellurteile, vor seinem wahrhaft iibermenschlichen
FleiB erschien jede Fliichtigkeit, jedes Herabgehen vom héchsten
Standard der Exaktheit, Genauigkeit und Dokumentation als
Verrat am Geiste der Wissenschaft. Da gab es keine Behauptung,
die nicht der minutiosesten Priifung standgehalten hitte, kein
Wort, keinen Satz, hinter dem nicht die volle verantwortungs-
bewuBte Personlichkeit gestanden hatte. Alles, was dieser Mann
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