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and where I was always treated with great kind-
ness and consideration. I mention especially the
Directors of the libraries of Berlin, Gotha
Leipzig, Munich, Vienna, Leiden, Paris, London,
Oxford, Cambridge, Rome, Madrid and the
Escorial, Cairo and (_‘l.‘)llsr;lllTil]ul)](‘.

In all these libraries I made, apart from

general researches, a special study of the MSS.

relating to Philology and Poetry and the results
F R 5 L, ghoar e 1 £ AN ox Yilpyiid
of those researches will be shown in the progress

the European edition with its critical Notes

towards a Renaissance

bic Literature, so eloquently expressed and

put forward by Ahmed Pasha-Zeki in his

Pamphlet entitled: « Mémoire sur les Moyens

Propres & déterminer en Egypte une Renaissance

des Lettres Arabes » and if I have succeeded in

L0 some extient, my favourite i1dea of

a closer rapprochement and a more intimate

relationship between the leading powers of the

Kast and West, between the commanding and
.

i'I‘OPt‘Hng’ illfx’lh’t'tuzll forces of the Orient and

of the Occident.
Cairo, July 1911. Paul Bronnle.
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Especially I wish to thank the late Herr von
Radowitz, then German Ambassador in Madrid;
Count Bernstorff, then Diplomatic Agent and
Consul- General in Cairo, now Ambassador at
Washington and his successor in Cairo, the Imper-
ial Ambassador Prince von Hatzfeld-Wildenburg;
Herr von Kiderlen-Wichter, the present German
Minister of Foreign Affairs in Berlin who was,
during my stay in Constantinople, conducting the
affairs of the German Embassy there owing to
the absence of the Ambassador, Freiherr Marsch-
all von Bieberstein, at the Peace Conference at
the Hague. Also the Councillor of Legation, Dr.
Giess, greatly interested himself in my studies and
did all in his power to get for me permission of
access to the numerous libraries of Constantinople.
During my prolonged stay in the capital of Syria,
Beyrouth, I enjoyed the kind and friendly assis-
tance of the then Consul -General, Dr. Paul
Schroder, who gave me all possible help. This

generous and energetic assistance from diplomatic

quarters greatly facilitated my work and, in many

cases, quickly smoothed away difficult situations
and removed awkward obstacles.

Then I have to thank the Authorities and
Directors of the numerous libraries of KEurope
and of the Orient where I made researches
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collecting scientific material in the libraries of
the Kast, whilst my August Sovereign, His

Majesty, the King of Wurttemberg, in an earlier

period of the work, most graciously granted me

a sum for the necessary journeys in Europe with
a view to making researches in the Arabic MSS. of
the European libraries, I also wish to place, most
gratefully, on record the private help which has
been given me, at one or another period of the
progress of the work, by private gentlemen and
friends who took interest in my earnest studies
viz. Dr. Krupp von Bohlen-und Halbach, the late
Mrs. Antonie von Siemens, Messrs. Eckstein and
Beit in London, Professor Bevan in Cambridge,
who either directly or indirectly, through reco-
mmendations, greatly helped the work forward.

Also from political quarters and in diploma-
tic circles I have received assistance in very
liberal measure and my thanks are due to His
Highness, the Prince von Bilow, then Chancel-
lor of the German Empire, and the Ilate
Freiherr von Richthofen, then Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, for giving me strong recomm-
endations to the Embassies, Consulates - General
and Consulates of the states and cities where,

on my varlous journeys, my studies and

researches called me.
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There aill be two editions: the present,

so-called Oriental edition ( Arabic-English ),

which contains only the Arabic text with short
Prefaces in English and the critical apparatus
and the Indices combined in the last volume of
the series; whilst in the European ( Arabic -
German ) edition, amhich will appear after a

=

few years, every volume is complete in itself
with the Arabic text, literary . Introduction,
critical notes or Commentaries and the Indices,
all in one volume.

A work of this extensive range could not have
been carried out nor brought to a successful
issue without liberal aid and generous assistance,
both financially and morally, from different
quarters. It is an agreeable duty to me here to
record my sincere thanks to one and all who
have contributed, one way or another, during
the progress of the work towards its successful
consummadtion.

In the first place I have to tender my most
heartfelt and sincere thanks to Their Imperial
and Royal Majesties, the German Emperor and
King of Prussia, who was graciously pleased to
grant me a substantial sum for a prolonged

journey in the Near East with a view to
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Berlin, Constantinopl(ﬁ and in the Escorial.
Vol. IIT : 1) _, ,all olsi :S™ by Al-Rabai  accor-
dm;_v to MSS. in Berlin, Cambridge,
Constantinople, Leiden, London, Yale

( Newh;nvu) and

{ o e .
2) ol .zl oS by Ibn Khalawaih accor-

ding to the unique MS. of the Royal
Library in Berlin.

The complete works of Qutrub,
amongst them three unique MSS.
1) a3Y! oS according to the unique MS
of the British Museum in London.

TR R S accor ding to the u imique MS,

the Royal Library in Berlin

: . | . ol .
2‘\&.,- ‘L......)X 4.9 2

‘ - \ (
) ™oa=>= o ‘l\‘\d
} 7 >, L’ L

L=

according to the unique .\IS. In ‘Lru.;;
Vienna.,

of which there are innume-

;-".rk;:‘i_;'c_(}‘:\' Ali ibn Hamza
o MSS. in Strassburg, London,
whaven ) and Cairo.
l. VI: Contains the critical notes and Indices

of the preceding Volumes.
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of the Islamic world, with the complicated, but,
at the same time, profoundly thought out
universal system of Arabic science, built up as 1t
were on proud and almost inaccessible heights™

This is the gist of my ideas which formed
the basis of this undertaking as I had the
honour to submit them to His Majesty, the

German Emperor. It 1s in such a spirit and

imbued with such ideas that I approached the

task of making accessible, both to orientals and
to orientalists, the most ancient and 1mportant
treasures of Arabic Philology. By maki Ing my
selection I excluded purely grammatical works,
as countless books, bearing on grammatical
questions, have already been published, whilst
the other and somewhat neglected or, at least,
not sufficiently cultivated branches of Philology,
as lexicography, synonyms and homonyms, old
philological monographs, drew my special
attention. In the end, I decided on the edition of

the following works contained in six volumes

by Abu Dzarr,

nmentary on Ibn Hisham's Biography

Muhammad, accordine to MSS. In

y
)




Lol

judgment of the first authorities, beyond the pale

of argument and fully justifies its publication, yet
I wish to lay special stress on the fact that in
entering upon its preparation I was imbued by
a higher interest, farther looking, more deeply
penetrating, by the idea of combining and
drawing together East and West by a common
tie.

Beside the scientific and literary idea
marches along the political and diplomatic 1dea.

The work has mnot alone the object of
bringing into closer relationship the Kuropean
Orientalists with the leaders and commanding
forces of Muhammedan science, but also to give
proof to the vast strata of the Muhammedan
world, that in the great and powerful Empire
of His Majesty, the German Emperor, there
are men, and in no small numbers either who
have made it their principal and favourite task
in life, by selfsacrifice and disinterested labour,
to unravel the immeasurably rich stores of
Arabic literature in all its dazzling splendour,
overwhelming beauty and intrinsic substance
and to.gain, by deep and earmest devotion, &
thorough knowledge of and sympathy with the

soulstirring sentiment, the intellect and spirit
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and the completeness in the treatment of certain
difficult philological points which is scarcely
eclipsed by the philological treatment of any

1€

other language and brings into strong relief ]

extraordinary richness, the whole luxurious

wealth and sinewy strength of its substance.

If for all these reasons this edition of the

most important works of this science will,
according to the judgment of the f; remost autho-

rities, mean a considerahle

{
1

1

degree therefrom.

A 55
In addition to this we must once

more lay

that, in accordance with the

and nature of this tvpe of literature.

v 1

! . 1 = 1 | > »
{}i"\'(' WOI'KS contain such a 'lCNl selectlon of oreg-

ter and smaller poetical pieces which are, partly,
not to be found anywhere else so that the various
works, in their combination. represent, at the
same time, a poetical anthology in great style.

If, then, the great scientific importance of

a work of this kind is, according to the
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with everything relating to Islam and the Islamic
world by most graciously granting me a substan-
tial sum which enabled me to undertake a
journey to the Near Kast, so urgently needed for
the collecting of fresh scientific material. As to
the principal idea underlying the whole work, I
have. in the lengthy memorandum which [ had
the honour to submit to His Imperial Majesty,
the German Emperor, expressed myself in the
following terms :

Considering the paramount importance
appertaining to the science of Arabic Philology in
the vast realm of Muhammedan thought and
intellect, I made up my mind, long ago, to collect
and make accessible to hoth, orientals and
orientalists, a certain amount of the most ancient
and important specimens of Arabic Philology,
characteristic of and representing its various
branches and sub-divisions.

The Arabic language, the mother tongue of
.11 Muhammedans, no matter in what part of the

olobe their lot is cast, the language of the Koran,

stands out prominently and quite supreme of its

kind, by the elaborate expostition of its pecularities,

bv its marvellous formation and construction, its

delicate shades of meaning, its incisive develop-

ment of distinctions, g‘mdafiuns and subtleties
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It 1s with a sense of unalloyed joy and
pleasure that I am, in the face of many and great
difficulties, at last enabled to bring out the first
two volumes of a work relating to Arabic
Philology, which has taken up the greater part
of the last ten years, the best part of my
manhood.

An undertaking of such magnitude and such
extensive range is always, from the very outset
bound to be subject to varying fortunesand the
author is predestined to battle, with might and
main, against the ups and downs of fluctuating
circumstances. In my case the battle was a very
hard fought one. At different times there arose
the great danger of the work not being carried
through, for lack of time or money. But
unsparing of myself, inflexible in purpose, I most
tenaciously stuck to it and, in the long run, I
always managed, somehow, to revive its sunken
spirits and to galvanise into it fresh life and
vigour.

At its most critical period it was His

Majesty, the German Emperor and King of

Prussia, who came to the rescue and showed.

anew, His great interest in and sympathy







TO
MY DEAR FRIEND
THE MARQUIS ADELARDO GARCIA DE LA

LAMA Y MONTES

CONDE DE STA. ESPINA

IN REMEMBRANCE OF BEAUTIFUL DAYS

IN SPAIN

Dedicated

Paul Bronnle.
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