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Ihe leachers lraiming Lollege, in which Aleppo

producis have been displaved for the

Svrian-Lebanese Americans s Visil in 1050.













Aleppo, burns its places of worship and libraries
down, then storm Lhe ciladel, but in vain, Afler
having promised peace 1o its inhabitants, and
the safe-keeping of the citadel in they surrende.
red, he did not keep his promises: He destroyed
the citadel, and slanghtered most of its defenders,

After all fthose disturbances and defeals,
Aleppo sees the Mahometan armies defeat the
Moguls, and king Ashraf rebuild the town and
citadel, But in 1491 the Moguls come back with
their leader Tamerlane who destroys the town.

In 1418 the Mamluks conquer Aleppo, and
rule it lill their collapse during the reign of
their last king, Kansoee el-Ghoree, The Oth-
manlis (the Turks) conguer Aleppo and the
whole of Syria. Aleppo then becomes the most
important town in the Near-East in the seven-
teenth century, In 1841, the Egyptian armies, un-
der the leadership of Ibrahim Pasha conquer
Aleppo,

During the first Waorld War, 1914—-1918,
the English-Arab armies free Aleppo from Ithe
Turkish rule, Then the French come and divide
Syria inlo small stales, Aleppo one of them. In
1936, France makes a pact wilth Syria, and grants
it Independance. Bul France did not keep her
promises. and dissolved the Syrian Parliament,
Syria fights again till 1945, when during the second
World War, it recovers ils full independance.

24




part of the town he left it and went away. Ma-
ny Aleppo people had been killed or taken pri-
soners by the Greek king, so Seif Eddawlat
brought by force some of the inhabitants of Cae-
sarrea, and made them live in Aleppo lo replace
those people who had been killed or taken pri-
SOMErs,

In 1098, the Crusaders began lo atlack
Syria, Radwan, the ruler of Aleppo, wilh other
Syrian princes, tried to retake Antioch which
had fallea in the hands of the Crusaders, but
did nol succeed,

Then we see the Crusaders come and al-
tack Aleppo. They did not succeed, but its inha-
bitants paid a war indemnity. The Crusaders
came back, and attacked the town many limes,
Aleppo’s inhabitants facing that coplinuous dan-
ger, made an appeal for help lo the king of
Mossul, Prince Omad ed Dine Zanki, The lalter
came willi his army, fought the Crusaders, and
drow them away, and Aleppo then knew some
peaceful time under his rule. Afler his dealb,
his son, Prince Noor ed-Dine, defeated the Cru-
saders many limes, freed Orfa, and made Re-
nand de Chatillon, prince of Antioch, a prisoner.
After a time, Guslin, successor of Renand was
also made prisoner by Noor ed-Dine.

After Noor Eddine's death we see Salah
Eddine alAyoubi attack Aleppo several times.
and at last conquer it, His son, Malek ez-Zahir
Ghazi becomes roler of the lown and ils region,
He had many building erected in the town and
the Citadel. He married his cousin, Deifa Kha-
toon who was born in the Citadel,

In 1240 we see the Moguls come and altack
Syria, Holako, the Conqueror of Bagdad, allacks

23




In 65 B.C. the Romans try to extend their
empire to the Near-Easl, conguer Syria, and
Aleppo then knows Boman rule and prosperity.
Julian, the Roman emperor, while advancing
through the Near-East, going to atlack lhe Per-
sians, passes through Aleppo. He was angry lo
see in il a Council of Aged Men, all christians,
ruling the region. He tries to make Aleppo peo-
ple go back to the worship of Idols, and do
awayY with the Christian Religion. In 526 A, D,
while the Persians were passing through Aleppo
and Syria, they conquered Aleppo and did the
same in 340, although the Patriarch of that
town, called Mikas, venlt and begged Xerxes to
spare his town. After a few years, a pacl was
signed belween Xerxes and the emperor Jusli-
nian by which all the Syrian lands were no
longer harassed by the Persian atlacks.

In 633 A D. the whole of Syria was in the
hands of the Mahomedan armies. Aleppo with
its citadel surrendered to them, Prosperily was
then enjoved hy everybody wnder the Ayoubites,
That prosperily did not last long, for in 756 A, D.
the Abbassides made of Syria a secondmiy coun-
try, Some greedy Turks began to take advanlage
of this stale of affairs, and became Lhe maslers
of some important towns lill the Akhshidiles
became the supreme masters, S5eif Eddine el-
Hamdani, prince of Mossul, drove them out of
the countlry, and became himself ils ruler,
Under his role, the town knew a period of cons-
truclion, of science and prosperily. Althoogh he

was always lighling the Greeks, he was a palron
of the Arts, and always had poels around him.

Nicephore the Greek king was able to al-
tack Aleppo, and occupy il, bul could nol cap-
ture its ciladel, After he had destroved a large




Mitaneen. The Hittites try again lo conquer il,
and Aleppo with its neighbours tries lo drive
back the Hitlites' armies, but Hanoseel the Se-
cond, king of the Hittites, defeats Aleppo and ils
allies, and occupies the town. After ashorl time
Aleppo rose against the Hiltites, and regained
its freedom. A certain time after that we see Sa-
bi Lolioma, the Hitlite Conqueror attack Aleppo,
and install one of his sons, Tilibino, as king of
the town. Anolher one of his sons becomes
king of Aleppo till the Hittite empire collapses
in 1200 B, C. Aleppo became afterwards the ca-
pital of a little kingdom like the other Hitlite
kingdoms, and slill shows some of the Hittile
characteristics. Those little kingdoms became
allied and tried to conquer Babylon, but did nol
succeed and always remained on bad lerms
wilhh that kingdom,

[n 83 B.C. Salmanazar the Third con-
quered Aleppo, and offered sacrifices lo ils god as

thanksgiving for his viclory The town remained

under the rule of the Assyrians until Sardori
the Third, king of Eloratro, near lake Van, con-
quered it but kept it for a short time when Tag-
iat Falsar retook it in 743 B, C

Aleppo remained under the Assvrian rule
till the sudden disappearance of the lalter king-
dom which was definilely defeated by the Maa-
deen anb Babylonians in 612 B, C, So Aleppo
was under the Babylonian rule for a whole cen-
tury till the Persians stormed it, and occupied
it. Because of all these defeals Aleppo began lo
;1|1.!:1-n:n'|- the small Arab kingdoms. In L LA | R e
Alexander the Greal congquered it and after his
death Seleucus Niculor restored its previous im-
portance and called il “ Beroea ",
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Agadi (2507—2452B. C.) tried to conguer il and
called it « Halababaa Warman ».

Then Aleppo knew a lime of prosperily un-
der the reign of Hamurabi el-Babelli and Zamar-
leem, king of Mari (now Tell Hariri), and that
2000 B. C. Zamerleem went often lo Aleppo, of-
fered sacrifices to ils god, and was on good lerms
whilth ils kings. Then we see Hamurabi el - Ba-
belli in danger and he asks for help from Lhe
successor of the king of Aleppo. The laller sends
him 15.000 soldiers to fight with his army, and
help him against his enemies. A war happens
between Aleppo and ils neighbouring kingdom
Katana. The kings of Babel and of Mari inter-
vene lo make lhose important trade rontes quiet
again, Aleppo’s king defeals Lhe king of Katana,
arders him to come to Aleppo in order to sign
a paclt of good neighbourship belween them
The records of Mari mention the dynasly of
three Aleppo kings: Yarilim, Hamurabi and Ya-
rim Adad

Then we see Aleppo lrving to oppose the
advancing greal armies of the Hittites, but it 1s
congquered by them in the year 1820 B. C, and
it remained under their rule till 1650 B, C. when
it became a part of the country of the Mita-
neen, In 1473 B. C. Nahomas the Third, Pharaoh
of Egypl conguered it bul that was for a short
time only. Then it became again a part of the
]{ing:iunt of the Milaneen,

The Hitlites came back lo 5'}'ri:t_ and their
king Todaliga the Second conguered Aleppo.
After a shorl lime Aleppo gels ils freedom, and

hecomes again a part of the countree of the




Aleppo Through the Ages

by
Subhi el-Sawaf

flead of the Service of Anliguities — Aleppo

Aleppo is one of the oldest cities in the
World. Many have disappeared, but it is still a-
live and prosperous,

It has been known as « Halep » since 3.000
B.C.1t would be difficult to say something about
its origin, for little has reached us about the old
cities of the World., An ancienf tradition says
that when Abraham left Ur and came to Harran-
and then to Aleppoon his way to the country of
the Canaan (Palestine), he stayved on one of its
hills, and that every morning he used to milk his
fair cow, and give some of the milk to the neigh-
bouring people who were aslonished lo see a cow
so nice and fair. Afterwards those peaple built a
town around that hill and called it « Halab el-
Shabhaa =, e, i. he milked the fair cow. But il is
only tradition, for Abraham passed throogh
Aleppo only 20008, C, It was known as <Aleppo-
in 3000 B, C,

The first time it was known historically
was during the reign of Rimush (2515—-2530B.C)
Rimush was the successor of Saragon el- Agadi
who econquered Aleppo, and took its king Lugal
Ushungal as prisoner, After a cerlain time, Alep-
po recovered ils freedom, but Naram Sin els




on a larg scale with many a foreign country,
Its natural, agricultural and animal wealth
was and slill is a greal factor in that trade with
foreign lands. Business people are — wilh Lhe
help of the Government — trying to creale a free
euslom zone near Aleppo, lo make of il a liaison
point for its trade with Iran, Turkey and Ameri-
ca, Exports are such as: Wool, licorice rools,
pistachio nuts, tobacco leaves (of Latakieh) and
olive oil. Imports from America such as cars,
agrienltural, industrial and electrical machinery,
canned goods, glucose, oils, fats, greases, phar-
maceulical products, dies, bieycles, ready-made
clothes, iron bars and plates, steel, molors, en-

gines, frigidaires, and drugs, Last year exports to
America amounled to 3.759.000 Syrian pounds and
imports from America amounted to 119 068.000
Syrian pounds. These imports formed 23 ¢/

of all imports to Syria and Lebanon for the pre-
ceding year, This deficil in the commercial ba-
lance — considering the new economical policy
— will, in the future, be rectified and imporls
and exports will balance themselves owing to the
imporlant and growing possibilities of the country

In this brief statement | have tried lo give
lo you, our friends and sons of lhe l.ebanese-
Syrian homeland who emigrated to America,
picture of the economic life of Aleppo. | hope
thal this stalement will be welcomed by you, We
are glad lo see you arrive amoung us safe, and
wish you to go back safely also lo your new
home which you have chosen in America, and
we consider you the beating heart of our coun-
lry wherever you are,

A;"-r"rjjrm_ .\.-_L':.I}'J., .du_;g.'.'.*;.f 17ih, reso.
Mohamad Said EI-Zaim




lving on the west side of Idlib, has an area of
3 to 4000 hectars and promises great wealth
when drained, The Euphratus valley of 250.000
hectars will also be a source of agricultural
riches when all of is cultivaled, for al preseny
only 90,000 hectars are being farmed. Another
project is the main canal lo be dug belween
Tell Maghas and Hassajeh, 40 kilomelers long,
and which will water 9.000 new hectars of land,

River Qouek basin which is usually flooded
during the rainy months, and which has an area
of 15.0000 hectars, will, when its courses are pro-
perly regulated, he a source of a new wealth to
that northern part of Syria.

The Syrian Government owns lands
amounting to 463,000 heclars in the norlh of
Syria, and 320000 in the Jazireh. When all these
lands are well walered and complelely farmed,
they also will add anolher source of weallh lo
the counlry,

Latakieh Port

That fulure port will be vital to Syria and
especially to Aleppo, Ils imporiance is a great
factor in the economic life of Syria, and ils re-
lation with the World. So the Syrian Government
has decided to start building it, and intends to
let foreign capital — share toa cerlain degree —
in its construection. Every Syrian must consider
his sharing in ils construction as a nalional duty,
for Syria cannol enjoy ils life fully wilont a
port of its own, politically and economically
speaking. Syria has a Mediterranean secoast line,

Trade with Foreign Lands

Aleppo is now trying lo get back ils pasl
commercial importance. It used lo do business
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A Southern view of Aleppo




hours, wages, weekly and vearly holidays, sick-
ness, accidents and discharge compensalions are
controlled by law.

Economical Independance

The policy of economical independance,
and Lhe parting with the associated interesis with
Lebanon are a sure guaranly for a bright future
for Syria. Commerce and industry can prosper
only when they are protected by reasonable
prolective laws, and have not the complete free-
dom of commercial exchainge which Lebanon
has alwas tried 1o enjoy, and which has created
many an economical and even polilical difficully
bhetween Lhe lwo counlries, Syria could no longer
hope to live in following that free commercial
poliecy with Lebanon, “Either die or live,” Agri-
cullural producls are exporled to many coun-
tries, and Lebanon buys very little from Syria,
while it sells us goods for a hundred times more
than what it buys, Unless a mutoal and advan-
tageons pact is reached belween the lwo coun-
tries, it will be hard lo prevenl numerous com-
mercial difficulties arising belween lhese sister
states Both would prosper if good will and
understanding were arrived at’

irrigation Projects

North Syria hopes to sees ils irrigation pro-.
jects completed very soon, for ils exlensive re-
gions would then know an era of great prospe-
rvily, Ghab marsh, lying belween Madeek fortress
and Jisr-el Shoghoor, has an area of about 30,000
hectars. When drained, il will produce great
agricultoral and industrial wealth, Roj marsh,




A new company has been recently been
formed to make cement, It hopes to be able 1o
have an outpul of 200 tons a day within a year
from to-day, and that quantity will supply the
local demand which inceases day by day.

Oil-extracting planis are doing well now. Many
oily plants and seeds are used in this industry,
especially cotton seeds, The largest plant is
called “The Syrian Company for extracling ve-
getable oils.” It was established in 1945, and ils
products are tasty, good, and used on a large
scale, Mr. Yordan Obagi and Co. have also a
modern extracting plant which expects a bright
future. Other small planls are scallered all over
the counlry.

The Wool induslry has also started a new
age in Aleppu. Spinning, weaving and knitting

of local wool have made great progress., Messrs,
Mazeed and Sheik Trab have 1.000 spindles and
their faclory is the first of its kind in Syria,
Mr, Mustafa Sabbagh and Co. have starled a vel-
vet plani, also the first in Syria.

Other industries which the conntry needs
and which do not exit are paper-mills, chemical
fertilizer producing plants, brick-kilns in the
Jazireh for il lacks building slone, spare parls
faclories lo turn out spare parts for molor-cars,
traclors, engines, agricullural machines, ele,

Protection of Workers

The Syrian Working Class Code has gua-
ranted all possible righis for the working class
people, in the same way as wesiern working
people have their rights guaranteed. Working




kilograms of goods, mostly cotton Half of it is
used in Syria, and the other half is exported to
Iraq, Transjordania, Palesline, elec,

Aghabani stuff was a large and flourishing
industry, but rayon silk took the place of nalu-
ral silk, and decreased ils oulpul, Another cause
of its becoming smaller is that clothing fashion
in Java, Singapure, Turkey and even Hejaz,
has changed inte more European fashion, Hand
looms are still working on that Aghabani ( Ara-
besque designed stuff), and modern machines
are helping in creating beautiful designs on that
special stuff, It is now one third of ils ancient
outpnt, and Souedi Arabia used to import a
large gquanlily of it,

The Cloth Stamping Industry : There are

10 firms doing stamping on the various cloths
woven in Aleppo, and some of them rival Euro-
pean slamped cloths, and others keep their ori-
ginal and ancient slyle.

Carpets, rugs, plaster, melal polish, orien-
tal pastry, macaroni, sweels, jams, canned goods,
ropes, copper ware, thread gumming, printing,
shoes, cigareltes, rice-shelling, travelling-bags,
embroidery, beautiful and fashionable pieces of
furniture, floor tiles, chairs, beds, ete:, all these
are producls of Aleppo.

Tanning has made great progress, and it
is supplying the local market with most of ils
requirements. Mr, Wanes Dabbagh’s tanning firm
does up-to-dale tanned leathers which rival
European leathers




Cigarette paper : The raw material for
this induslry is imported, Aleppo turns oul eve-
ry month 14,000,000 cigarette-pape rr packs,
9.500.000 are used up locally, and the rest is
exported to Irag, Transjordania, and olher coun-

tries, A large quanlily is used by the Regie. This

industry has a syndicale or council called “The
United Syondicate for the Industiy of Cigarelle-
paper.”

Gold and silver fine wire-making is another
Aleppo industiy, It is used for different purpo-
ses, such as gold or silver slriped clolh, jewelleiy,
fancy ware, ele, This is an old industry of Aleppo
and it is another proof of the taste and crafl-
manship of its inhabitants,

[ce-making : There are about 18 ice-mak-
ing plants, They produce about 100 tons of ice
a day, besides privale house frigidaires. A large
frigidaire has been built by Aleppo industry and
Agricultural Co, in Neirab which will render a
greal service to many farmers and traders,

Aleppo has also started another industry :
The making of mill-stones. These slones are as
good as European ones. Syria uses some, and
exports to Irag whal exceeds ils needs,

Other secondary small induslries are to
be found in Aleppo, such as mirror making
which is growing. Licorice rools indusliy is one
of the most important, about 5000 lons are
exporled to New JPI'SE‘}' by McAndrews and Forbes
Lid. Licorice is useful in medecine.

The knitting induslry began 20 vears ago.
300 machines are knilling yearly about 33000










Aleppo hopes to see its soap making in-
dustry advance and grow larger by using some
other oils extracted from various oily planls
grown in the country, Already a few oil-extrac-
ting plants have begun to extract different kinds
af oils,

Other Industries

OMher indusiries have an important share
in the indusirial life of Aleppo. Stockings and
silk shirts have lhree factories :

Mr. Youssef Moshaklkess' factory 58 machines
Messrs. Tamaz and Obary' -« 3 .
Messrs. Moh. and Kamel Savem
el Dahr' factory 14 .
These factories turn onl about 23.235 pairs
at presenl, bul they can produece a larger quan-

titly when necessary. There are other hand ma-
chines which turn out also a few thousand pairs.

Corn-mills, 19 in number, grind EVETY
day 370 tons of corn of the best guality, These
mills are all operated according lo an up-to-date
system, Aleppo consumes 100 lons, and exporls
the rest.

Cotton-shelling and bale-pressing are alsoe
very important in Aleppo and Idlib, There are
aboul 700 faclories. This number is increasing
with the increase of collon growing.

Alecohol and aleoholic drinks planis are
producing every vear about 3.720 lons, A large
quantity is used up in Aleppe, and the rest is
exporled. We hope thal this induslry will in-
crease when Syrian Cusloms are separaled from
L.ebanon’s.




lower, and if Syrian importers of raw malerial
conld have more foreign exchange money at the
official rate and nol at black markel one, vou
would see Syrian induslries more prosperous and
advanced, and we would need little protective im-
port tariff. Egvpt, has with the aid of American ex-
perts, started a faclory for artificial silk (ravon),
and Syria, and especially Aleppo hope thal one
da}' also she will have a similar faclory. We can
say lhe silk weaving industry is of the highest
importance in the economical life of Svyria
Soap Making

Soap making is an old industry in Aleppo.
Soap was exported to Europe even from the be-
ginning of the sixleenth century, Although it has
not vet undertaken all the modern improve-
menlts it should have done, it is slill the favorite

soap in Iraq, for it is pure, and made solely of
pare olive oil, and no olher fals or oils are
mixed with il. There are about 15 soap faclories
in Aleppo which turn out 5000 lons of soap,
when the olive oil harvest is good, and only

J4.000 tons when it is litlle. Syria, of course, uses
a lot of il, and a good guanlity is exporied
to Iraq. One kilogram costs, nowadays, about
200 piastres,

Soap making has recently starled to im-
prove ils ways and guoalities, Messrs. Negib Baki
and Sons and the 0il Company Lid of Aleppo
have buill faclories kinds, lo make vaiious kinds
of soaps, such as toilet, commercial and shaving
soaps ? Aleppo makes a special perfumed soap
called ** Aleppo saboon motayab ™ which has a
sweet smell, and is walued by all those who
know and have used it




nses a fair quantily of il, The most imporlant
silk factories in Aleppo are :

Name of the factory Number of looms

The Syrian Company for silk Weaving 100
Sami Sayem el Dahr 54
Moh, Saleh and Moh, Helal tid
Abdulkerim and Joseph Khayat 4h
Abdulkader Sayem el Dahr 16
Michel H:|:|.'l.'i|_th 38
Wali Bros 37
Moh. Said and Fuad ¢l Zaim 36
El Haj Omar Salem 36
Showhkat Aziz 31
Rostaki Shelhol 28
Akel and Helwani 28
Dabbagh Sawass and I[do 25
Ahmed and Said Shahadeh 23
Ahmed Herbly and Sons 23
Hakim Bros 20
Moh. AbdulRahman Owera

Moh, and AbdulHamid Hamsho 20
AbdulKader Tatary 17
El Haj Omar Fakkas

El Haj Ahmed Tatary 15
Abdullalil Shabarekh 15
Abduollah and Saleh Helwany 14
Moh, Attar Salem 14
Mahmoud Ali Khdeir 13

ele ele

This industry would - had the policy of
restricled imporls beem more severe - have ma-
de greater progress and Ajeppo wounld nearly
turn out 70 */, of the silk weaving industry in
all Syris. If eleciric current and fuel costs were




3ilk hand weaving mills

Aleppo was renowned for this indusiry in
the period of the natural silk., Silk stuffs had
fast colours, were well woven, and had beautiful
designs and fine appearance, Bui as soon as ar-
tificial silk { rayon ) was crealed, nalural silk
weaving nearly died out, and very little is wo-
ven nowadays, There is a great hope for the
revival of this industry as soon as the “Modern
Dying Plants of Homs” are completed on the
river el Assi, For the moment there are in
Aleppo about 5000 hand looms which are work-
ing and supplying with rayon stuffs the mar-
kets of Irag, Palesline, Transjordania, Sounedi
Arabia, Aden, and olher Arab countries, These
stuffs are of a very good quality and some of
them are superior to mechanically woven stuffs.
A hand loom turns out 10 meters daily. Hand
loom weaving Llogether wilh the modern silk
weaving and cotlon weaving supply work for
about 30.000 weavers, including the affiliated
branches, such as twisting, gumming, dving,
ironing, stamping, etc,

Mechanical Silk Weaving Mills

This industry began in Aleppo in 1922
with two looms only, then it had 40 in 1931, and
850 in 1938. Nowadays there are 2.300 looms.
Each one turns ount 25 meters per eight hours’
work, Most of these looms work 16 hours per
day ? The silk stuff so turned oot finds a good
markel in Irag, Transjordania, and the other
Arab counlries, A good lot is sold to Persia
{(Iran) through Irak, and to Turkey through the
northern boarders. OF course, the local market







Feissal Street




The other mills are specialised in the
spinning of slaple fibro imported from Ilaly,
France, England, and Switzerland. Some mills
spin local eoltton, The production of each spin-
dle is estimated at 150 grs per eigh hours' work.
If Aleppo mills could run 16 hours every day,
they would torn out 4.400 tons a year, necessary
for the hand and mechanical weaving indusiry
in Aleppo and olher cities.

Cotten Hand Weaving Mills

This industry is very old in Aleppo, and
its products were exporled even lo Europe, bul
nowadays they are exported to Iraq, Transjor-
dania, and Souedi Arabia, besides what S5y-
ria uses, Aleppo weavers are renowned for their
skill and tasle in this branch of weaving which
turns oul various and beauliful cotton goods,
Hand weaving looms in Aleppo are abount 2.500,
and every hand loom turns oul daily 15 melers

of woven goods, which are as sirong, as beauli-
ful, and as well known as lhe mechanically wo-
ven goods. Among them we can menlion the
damask, bed covers, oriental clothing, dima, to-
wels, and other goods,

Cotton Mechanical weaving Industry

This industry is nearly all controlled by
the Syrian Company for Spinning and Weaving
which has for that purpose about 200 looms.
The collon goods so woven are as good as the
gﬂmis imported, This Company lurns oul various
kinds of khams, maddapolam, sheels and striped
goods, El-Shahbaa Co. lurns out through ils 80
looms various collon goods which have a great
demand in the markel




of the country. Olive-oil exported is eslimated
at 10,000 tons, and is sold to [Italy, America,
Portugal, England, France, ete,

North Syria is surely rich in petrole ( pa-
soline, kerosine, etc). Well- drilling is going on
in every part of the country, especially in North
Syria, Success in finding oil will, in the fulure,
crown our hard task of searching and drilling,
Phospherous deposils are plentiful in many re-
gions, Djabool Salt Lake is supplyving Syria with
sufficient sall, and we expect, in the Ffuture, to
exlract causlic soda necessary for soap making,
Around Bishry montain there is plenty of as-
phalt, Within two or three years, Evophratus
water will reach Aleppo, and this important
town will see ils dream fulfilled, and will know
then comforl, and beautiful gardens,

Aleppo Industries

Spinning Milis

If we study Aleppo industries we find that
they are quite varions but the most important
ones are collon and fibro spinping, There are
four important mills :

Name of the spinning-mill Spindles Established

1 = The Syrian Company
for spinning and weaving 20,000
Shabareklh and Hemmamy Co 1.700
El-Shabbaa Co. {Hariry 16,000

Sami Savem al-Dahr 5. 00D




these adverse factors, Aleppo still occupies the
highest place as an exporter of Syrian products,

Of the Syrian wool exported to America
and used there for carpel weaving, 80 °/, is sup-
plied by Aleppo and Northern Syria. Although
sheep have been almoslt destroved by wvarious
unfortunale cavses, and Lhat there remain only
three million and a half Aleppo exported nearly
all the wool which has left Syiia this year. The
total weight was 3.500 tons at the selling price of
70/95 cents per ponnd. Aleppo leads all the Syrian
regions in lhe export of cereals. Lebanon alone
is getling about 150 tons of wheat from Aleppo
and the Jazireh, and if cireumslances are fuvo-
rable, about 150 tons will go to Europe.

Hides, guls, licorice rools, which are ax-
ported, are Aleppo region produce, Colton pro-
mises well this year. Aleppo, Jazireh and Hama
expecl to be able lo export about 35,000 tons of
seedless cotion. In 1945/1946 Syria produced only
2.000 tons, Colton, in old times, was only grown
in certain regions, such as Idlib, Harem and
lzaz, but nowadays colton growing has spread
to other waterless regions, and to river-waltered
ones, Farmers have tried lo discover old Roman
water canals hidden under the ground, Dams
are being built on rivers, and all this to help
in the growth of colton, Another 10 years, Syria
will become the second most imporlant exporler
of collon after Egypt.

Olive trees cover most of the weslern and

southern parls of Aleppo regions. Old Boman

oil-presses are a proof of the imporlance of the
oil trade, one of the sources of the prosperity




independant, and was no longer a part of Tur-
key, it began to look for new markels and
improve its ways of doing business with other
countries. Nolwithstanding the troublesome
French occupalion, Syria, and especially Aleppo
awakened to an economical improvement, and
began to use machinery, and with science and
arl, created a new world. North Syria, the mos!
productive region in all the counlry, and the
plains of the Jezireh which began to be tilled
and grown, knew and saw a most promising
horizon, for those plains had been left untilled
for more than 5C0 vears, Waler-raising engines
were sel near the Euphratus, at el-Khaboor, the
Balikh, the Assi, and sfier those immense plains
had been watered and culivaled, sources of local
and new fortunes sprang up, Aleppo faclories
began to use eleclricity and gasoline, and fol-
lowed new and scienlific processes, New indus-
iries sprang up in every corner of lhe country.

If the French occupalion had been more

faithful to its duties regarding the industrial
prosperity of the country, if the National and

Independant Governmenis had paid a little more
attention to the indusirial side of the country,
if the Syrian mentalily had not somelimes been
a little afraid of the occupying Euoropean and
his colonial purposes, if lhe European trouble-
makers had mol ecrealed new troubles in this

country, preventing it from enjoving life, slabi-
lity, and its dearest wish, ils Independance, if
Nations had found a better and more human
solution to Palestine and ils problems, vou
would find Syria, nowadays, brighler, more pros-
perous, and more stable. Nolwithstanding all
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Aleppo and its minarets




Aleppo was so well konown that even
Shakespeare mentioned it in his play “Macheth".
Chevalier d’Arvienx who was a French consal
in Aleppo, from 1679 to 1685, wrote a whaole
book on this city, To give yon an idea of the
importance of Aleppo and its commerce it is
said that during the reign of Noor el-Deen Zanki,
a certain Aleppo trader left at his death a for-
tune of {wenty thousand dinars,

Aleppo lost its famous commercial impor-
tance after the opening of the Suez Canal, but
later on recovered it wilh the trade it mmade
with Armenia, Asia-Minor, Kurdastan and Persia,
The spirit of commerce was the soul of that
revival, and maoy of ils inhabitanls emigrated
to lhose counlries seeking work and gain, Nearly
every country on earth has some Aleppean doing
business or working there, and an ancienl proverb
sayvs “ Even lame Aleppeans reach India*. That
was when steam and eleclricily were not yet
known. We may say nowadays, that an Aleppean
can find in every country a brother from Leba-
non, Damascus and Homs. Most Aleppo emigranls
are prosperous, and hold a cerlain high position
in society, Everywhere you can find Aleppeans
as clever traders and workers

Aleppo has, nolwithstanding all ils unfor-
tunate commercial selbacks, mainlained, as much
as possible, its commercial and industrial cha-
racler. Before the first World War it was one
of the most important commercial centers in
the Turkish Empire, and the producls of ils
induslries filled the markels of Asia-Minor and
the Turkish Empire. When Syria became nearly




West, and that the cily of Lyons in' France
improved its precious silk industry with Aleppo
looms. The name of ** Arabic period ** was given
in the 12th, 13th, and 14th centuries to the
improvement of the silk weaving industry in
Enrope.

Ibn Jbeir said about Aleppo that its mar-
kets were marvellous, each one having ils special
trade and industry, Yakoot el Hamwee in his
well-known book said that God lavished His
blessings upon Aleppo, and that He had also
preferred it to all other lowns, Collon, sesame,
tobacco, vegetables and fruils grew (Lhere in
plenty, without being watered by human hands

The author of the book called “Jahamanha*
said that Aleppo was very skilful in the making
of carpets, Doctor Marbourg said that in his
lime (1808) Aleppo had 1.200 trades and many
fine gold-thread, dying and tanning factories,

Wood-carving and painling was flourishing
in Aleppo in the tenth eentury, Noor el Deen
Zanki ordered a pulpit to be made in Aleppo
for the Mosque el-Aks=za. Hamid ibn Zafer el-
Halabi and Sleiman ibn Maali made Lthat pulpit
of wood, and inlaid it with ebony and ivory,
and the date 564 Hegira was carved on il,

Glass-making was a specially of Aleppo
and Armanaz, and glass ware was sold to
Bagdad, and Bagdad princes were proud to adorn
their palaces wilh Aleppo beautiful giass ware.

Paper was made of wood, A gquarter of the
cily still bears the nameofthe gquarter in which

people used to make paper, called “el-Waraka,”




Aleppo was the center of all the Eastern
trades and induostries. Darmon, the explorer
said so when he visited this town, in the six-
teenth century, Venice had a copnsul in Aleppo
during the reign of the Mamluks, One of the nu-
merous khans (a large inn and business center)
still bears the name of “ Khan al Banadka *,

Carrier pigeons used lo carry the mail
between Aleppo, Bagdad, and Alexandretta,
English came to Aleppo during the reign of
James the First. A few French men had come
before them. There were, in 1775, 80 business
and agency firms in this town

Ibn Fatmeh in his geography book which
he wrote in 1335 repeats and makes certain what
scientists, history-writers and explorers had said
or wrilten before him about Aleppo. He said
also that the Aleppo region, and especially that
of Idlib produced cotton in large guanlities

which were exported to Ceuta and Andalusia.

De Rozel, a tourist who visited Aleppo in
1644 said that this town was very beautiful,
and did the largest amount of business and had
the cleverest and most powerful traders of every
nation on earth, and that there was a French
consul,

Foujoulat, a French tourist who was in
Aleppo in 1831 said that Aleppo was the most
important town afler Stamboul in the whole of
Asia-Minor,

Sapdal, another Lourist who visited Aleppo,
said that the Medieval Wars ( the Crusades )
carried many an industry from the East lo Lhe




The Economic Life of Aleppo

Aleppo, the centre of a flourishing past, and
the town of a bright future was, in past ages,
during Roman role, the land of agrieultural
bounty between the plains of the Euphratus and
the valley of the river el-Assi ( the Oronles). Its
mountains and hills were then covered wilh
dense forests, and ils plains had a system of
water canals fertilizing them as blood veins do
to the human body.

Aleppo was also Lhe land of bounty during
the rale of the Arabs and the Caliphs, Ils cli-
mate is extremely dry and healthy. Rakka, Ras-
safa and Membedj were the snummer resorts of
the Caliphs, and places of rest for the Princes,
An English explorer who visited Aleppo says
that he found the remains of 42 cities iIn
Aleppo, and that these remains are a tangible
proof of its imporiance and of ils ancienlness,

Aleppo was the erossroad of trade belween
the East and the Wesl, and before lhe discovery
of the Cape of Good Hope, and lhe opening of
the Suez Canal no other easlern cily could have
rivalled Aleppo in ils various commercial bran-
ches and the number of its business firms. I
did business with India, the Middle-East, Arme-
nia and Persia, and exported their produce and
products to Europe, and imported various goods

from Geneva, Venice and Holland
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