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LEBANESE REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

AND LEBANESE OVERSEAS

DEPARTMENT OF EMIGRANTS

Dear Compatriot,

The Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Lebanese of Overseas presents you with the book
« Lebanon - in pictures » together with
« Selections from Addresses by His Excellency
Sheikh Bechara Khalil EL-KHOURY, President of the
Republic, » hoping that you will therein perceive
the object of your yearnings portrayed by views of
its natural beauty, description of its progress and
expressions of the President’s devotion to his
Country and his interest in the prosperity of its
Emigrants.

In seizing this opportunity to express its appre-
ciation and consideration of what our worthy
emigrants have contributed to the glory of their
Motherland, the Ministry assures you of its constant
readiness to be of service to you, urging you
to keep relations firm with it for the welfare

of Lebanon.

Beirut .

For Minister of Foreign Affairs and Lebanese Overseas

Director of the Department of Emigrants

Fouad BRAIDY
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I his is where Lebanon ends, in front of this sea

which rolls man’s oldest memories and from which it
cannot be separated without impairing itself, or even
perishing.

For it is through the sea that Lebanon since time
immemorial, has offered the best of itself: its sons,
all the men and all the women who have gone all over
the world in a peaceful attempt to conquer a place
under the sun and have always brought honour to the
mother-land, as though to show how pure and strong
is the stock from which they are sprung.

Yet it is over this sea that Lebanon has received
almost always and almost everything. Isn’t it over it
that to-morrow most of its sons and grandsons will
return to renew the sentimental contact, accompanied
doubtless by the host of friends they have made?...

And so in all sincerity
WE BID A HEARTY WELCOME TO ALL.
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THE QAMMOUHA PLATEAU

THE HIGH PLATEAUX OF AKKAR 3 LW jlae olas

PEASANT WOMAN OF AKKAR
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A VIEW OF THE PORT OF TRIPOL!

THE NAHR EL-KEBIR,
THE LEBANO-SYRIAN BORDER

S0 e
Tl LI 3 yamdl oy S

v.r'L'-"J]’ i"JL JE'

arther north, by way of Halba, Beino,
and the castle of Akkar, you reach an as
yet undeveloped but splendid region that the
Lebanese Parliament has thought of declaring
a national park.

The plateau of Qammouha, whose steep
1,500 meter high cliffs overlook the Homs
gap and the gardens of Tripoli, is the most
densely pine wooded region in Lebanon.
Numerous springs enliven it with their falls,
and prairies afford excellent pasture lands
which in season are thronged by shepherds
and their flocks of sheep and goats.
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A « MADRASSAT » OF THE XIll": CENTURY o .ultl o 21 3 2 o

Tripoli dominates the Homs gap which ends at
port, railway stations, and airport.

This town is the gateway to Asia leading to Aleppo,
Mossoul, Damascus, Palmyra, Bagdad, and the Persian
Gulf. It is the economic link between the Orient and
the Occident, as Beirut is from the cultural point of view.

While becoming more highly industrialised and
modernising some of its quarters, Tripoli has retained
in others, such as the alleys of el-Mina and the medina
Khan, their ancient character.
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TUE OF JOSEPH KARAM AT EHDEN

ORI S I VIR SV I [

HADCHIT

The reputation of the resorts strung along this
marvelous stretch of land has already been made;
on the south, Hadeth el-Jobbé and Hasroun frame the
patriarchal residence of Dimane; on the right is Bsharreh
with the mementos of Joubran Khalil Joubran, and
Ehden with those of the hero, Joseph Karam, while
a little lower down is Seibel; high above is the cedars
resort with hotel accommodations for summer resi-
dents as well as for skiers.
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xtolled by Holy Secripture
and liturgy, symbol of strenght
and hospitality, the cedar has
become the emblem of Leba-
non. Its wood served in build-
ing the keels which made the
Phoenicians’ fortune, and was
used in the construction of the
Temple of Jerusalem.

The sacred grove where
hoary, enormous trunks rise
up to the heavens is the object
of visits, or rather pilgrimages,
for all travelers to the Orient.
In the past 15 years increasing
numbers of skiers have made

it a favorite spot.

THE CEDARS IN WINTER

HASROUN

THE KADISHA VALLEY
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THE FALLS OF NAHR EL-JOZ

ENGINEERING WORKS
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By way of two roads starting at Tripoli
— the Zghorta road on the right bank, and
of Qosba on the left, you can make the
most beautiful tour in Lebanon, that of the
«Sacred Valley» and the «Cedars of the
Lord,» cradle of the Maronites. It is cer-
tainly the most characteristic region

| Steep cliffs shelter monasteries like
Qannoubine which can be reached only by
paths, veritable stairs cut in the rocks and
which are uniquely picturesque.
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SOAP WORKS o slall Jalas
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BATROUN

CEMENT KILNS AT CHEKKA

L ying between the rich Akkar plain on the north,

the Beqaa on the east, the coast on the west, and the
valley of Nahr Ibrahim (Adonis River) on the south,
North Lebanon, with its peaks rising to a height of 3,100
meters, its slightly rolling coastal plains rich in olive
and orange groves, is certainly one of the most beau-
tiful regions in Lebanon.

Ancient with endearing traditions and exalting
historic souvenirs, it still keeps an ever renewed youth
thanks to the enterprising, undauted spirit of its people
ciisciplined by the austere, difficult toil of the mountains.

As you come from Beirut, the first impression you
get of North Lebanon is that of work. After leaving
the fine tunnel of Ras-Chekka, you see on the right
spread the fertile plain of the Kura with the silver foliage
of its olive groves, while on the left rises the smoke
from the enormous cement-kilns which hardly fill the
ever-increasing demand of a country at the height of

a building boom.
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON AT HARISSA

THE COLLEGE OF ANTOURA
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T he scenery of Kesrouan is strikingly beautiful,
sometimes rugged but always grand.

What gives this region its charm — and this must
be stressed — is the welcome, the simple, deep friend-
ship of its highland people, still so profoundly human.

From Jounieh, on the coast, a jewel set in Medi-
terranean blue, two highways follow the gorges and
rise into the mountains.

By Antoura, Reyfoun, and Feitroun you reach
Mazraa Kfar Debian. By way of Harissa, Ghosta, Ach-
kout, and Meyrouba you get to Faraya and its flowing
SEAZIR waters, a town alive with greenery and waterfalls,
enlivened by skiers to the end of winter scaling the
slopes to Mzar.

Irrigation works still being extended and which
principally utilize the waters of Nabh el-Assal have
already transformed this region into an immense fruit
orchard whose produce compares favorably with the
best in Europe and America.

But if its waters and the diligent toil of its peasants
assure Kesrouan of a brilliant agricultural future, its

very pure air, the serene vigor of its scenery, its parti-

cularly highly appreciated ski trails also promise a T

flourishing hotel industry.
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DHOUR-CHOUEIR
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THE GRAND HOTEL, BEIT-MERY S S 3 S Gl

GRAND HOTEL KASSOUF, DHOUR CHOUEIR il sed d SN el (Fh




HO ELJ:umaag
b,

THE LOVELY VILLAGE OF BEIT-CHEBAB

vl s THE APPROACHES OF BROUMMANA Uley 2155

THE VILLAGE OF BESKINTA [k

Besides summer resorts along the Beirut-Damascus

highway, other well-organised and equipped resorts
are those of Metn.

All the resorts are on a progressively mounting,
very picturesque mountain road which rises to the
foot of Sannin. Beit-Mery, Broummana, and Baabdat
forme an almost unbroken chain of. fine hotels and
attractive houses hidden in the pines.

A little farther along is the large town of Bickfaya
with its gardens and orchards full of the loveliest flowers
and fruits. But this resort owes its fame to its medicinal
waters. There is no malady of the stomach, liver,
kidneys, or intestines that the springs of Na’as, Ain
Riban, or Hajj-Elias, etc., do not alleviate, or poor
health they do not restore.

You finally reach the magnificently pine-shaded
plateau of Dhour-Choueir and the «Bois de Boulogne»
facing the panorama of Sannin. This is one of the
favorite resorts of Lebanon, being at the same time
calm and lively.

From «Bois de Boulogne» you may, by plunging
down into the Wadi Jamajem, climb up to Beskinta
and its magnificent orchards and then carry on to
Sannin and its spring of living waters.

THE GREAT SUMMER RESORT OF BICKFAYA 25 LS Ly
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THE VILLAGE OF HADETH S MONUMENT RAISED AT BAROUK TO THE MEMORY OF
RACHID NAKHLE, THE GREAT POPULAR POET
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SOUK EL-GHARB, A LEADING SUMMER RESORT
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HOTEL GEBEILY AT ALEY

|
/ Great hotels, villas, and fur-

nished apartments with all

modern conveniences provide
visitors with a home away from
home, no matter how protrac-
ted their stay is.

The season is at its height
between July 15 and October
15, but is often lengthened to
early November.

Well-informed summer vi-
sitors rent villas and apart-
ments for all the season well

in advance.

HOTEL TANIOS AT ALEY
e ‘; ‘_.-a”.:lh J_LJ.




All the social life of the -capital,
which may be reached by car in 15, 20,
or 25 minutes, is centred during these
four months along the road leading from
Beirut to Sofar and by which you may get
to the no less animated resorts of Souk
el-Gharb, Ain Zhalta, Hammana, and
Falougha.

ELEGANT SUMMER HOMES BETWEEN
ALEY AND BHAMDOUN

ALEY, A LEADING SUMMER RESORT SlhoW S e ¢ e
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VIEW OF THE SUMMER RESORT OF,BHAMDOUN
Sadert 3 OlbhoYl 55

FALOUGHA, A SUMMER RESORT
B, 3 Bllayl ;5

THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL AT BHAMDOUN

Sadeng 3 aolulaay) Fasd

n summer, Aley, Bham-

doun, and Sofar, thanks to

visitors chiefly from Egypt,

Syria, and Irak, enjoy a
highly active social and
sporting life.

There is a rapid suc-
cession of events from July
to October: tennis matches
and tournaments, water
sports in pools, balls, beauty
contests, battles of flowers,

bridge tournaments, and

automobile competitions.




VIEW OF THE SUMMER RESORT OF HAMMANA  Gles J BLbko¥l 5 s
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ON THE SNOW AT BAIDAR

Ml e 3 2

§ a summer resort, a winter
resort, or a country eminently
suited to tourism, Lebanon, richly
endowed by nature, can offer
visitors, according to their tastes,
means, or leisure, these three
attractions, each of which is a
complete program in itself.

It is along the much-travelled
Beirut-Damascus highway, soon
to be laid out in double lanes
where the traffic is heaviest, that

the greatest summer resorts are

situated.

A SHELTER NEAR THE SUMMITS
Jedh el 3 ke

HAMMANA : THE CHAGHOUR WATERFALL
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THE IMPOSING COLONNADE OF THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER
Taell gz S5 sy

THE ELEGANT LITTLE TEMPLE OF VENUS
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THE TEMPLE OF MERCURY,
CALLED THE TEMPLE OF BACCHUS
gt ¢ s)lks S

sl S5

B aalbeck is a group of buildings dating from the Roman period. Firstly there is the colossal
temple of the Heliopolitan triad, called the temple of Jupiter. In the basement are the three largest
stones in the world: 19 m. >< 4 m. >< 4 m. One may admire six very high columns, elegant semi-cir-
cular and rectangular exadras, and rectangular and hexagonal courtyards.

Then the temple of Mercury, called the temple of Bacchus, richly decorated in the interior. The
beautiful ceilings of the peristyle with their arabesques gave birth to the arabesques of Moslem art.

An elegant little third temple in the fairly rare pentagonal form is called the temple of Venus. .

In the suburbs of the city is a vast necropolis and an immense quarry of the Roman period. i
Near the Acropolis are the ruins of a great mosque of the Ommayad period, and not far from the
spring of Ras el-Ain, the ruins of a mosque of the XIVth century.

Finally, at the spring itself was built a marble fountain of the Nymphs, of the Roman
period, transformed under the Arabs.




VIEW OF THE ANCIENT RUINS AT BAALBECK

I he pleasant and ordered design of the Beqaa will

appeal to those with an organising turn of mind, for
they will appreciate the experiments in extensive agri-
culture, drainage, irrigation, and reforestration being
carried on at Ammik, Tanail, Talia, and Baalbeck.

But we have uttered the enchanting name of this
temple of temples...
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THE MODERN TELL CHIHA HOSPITAL AT ZAHLEH
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BIBLICAL SCENE
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Z ahbleh, the capital of this natural region, with its
cool Bardaouni, and Chtaura, so charming that newly-
weds are accustomed to spending their honeymoons
there, are perfectly equiped with hotels. Endowed with
large secondary schools, Zahleh, thanks to the generosity
of its emigrant sons, has just added a very fine hospital
which is in no way inferior to the most modern in the
capital.

Water here is abundant, and pastures excellent.

ARAB HORSES AT A STUD FARM

WINTER LANDSCAPE IN THE BEQAA
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HOTEL KADRI AT ZAHLE

ol (Al Jgu o o ¢ @il i ¢ Bl

iy s QUST (o3 IS0 01 1 . 0L 5 al
Ok Jlor ghoor g i @l ¢ plall Jou STy . Lol
Ao dad ey S i dgb e ¢ D52y 4y A
ot Gl Cadll 5 ey GBLLL £l e ol g2 ¢ Tie Sl




GENERAL VIEW OF ZAHLE

I t has been stated since ancient times that the very
fertile plain of the Beqaa is the granary of the Lebanon.
As a matter of fact, all the country to-day tends to be
agriculturally self-sufficient. Nevertheless it is evident
that the Beqaa plateau between the Lebanon and Anti-
Lebanon, 100 kms. long and 15 kms. wide, is the part
of the country, most likely to free the Lebanese people

from dependence on foreign cereals.
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A CHILDREN'S CLASS IN THE OPEN AIR VST VAT ROTREE U ST
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C otton and silk weaving

and tanneries have deve-
loped highly. Born of the
necessities of the second
world war, Lebanese indus-
trial vigor has continued to
broaden out thanks to a
carefully studied code of
laws which tends to encou-
rage capitalisation by guar-
anteeing particularly favo-
rable returns.

Many are the craft and
industrial centers that have
been established in the nerve:
centers of the mountains
or the plains (tillage and
pasture land, irrigation and
water power). The problem
of education immediately
arose, and until the ministry
of Education completes its.

vast building program of’

free elementary schools,,
instruction is often givem
in the open air.

WOMEN WORKERS IN A LARGE
WEAVING MILL
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THE LITANI RIVER IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF MERDJAYOUN
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HERMON (DJEBEL EL-CHEIKH) ON THE LEBANO-SYRIAN FRONTIER LS LA 5yl A2F S

I he economic possibilities of all this region from Rachaya to beyond Tyre, thanks

to the irrigation projects undertaken more than a decade ago, are growing rapidly.
Soon dams in the Litani gorges, while softening the somewhat rugged landscape by the
creation of a fine lake where one day watersports championships will be contested,
will generate electric power, presaging industry and well-being.

THE VILLAGE OF RACHAYA




BEAUFORT CASTLE sl 2akd COMMEMORATIVE TABLET ON THE WALLS OF THE FORTRESS OF
RACHAYA, WHERE H.E. THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC WAS
INTERNED FROM NOVEMBER 11 TO 22, 1943
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THE VILLAGE OF HASBAYA. ON THE RIGHT, otle Sl 5 ) el epe di— ok
THE FORMER FALACE OF THE CHEHAB EMIRS

THE VILLAGE OF MERDJAYOUN

e ]

B y way of Djezzine or Saida may be

reached the great economic centers of
the South: Nabatiyeh, Merdjayoun and
Hasbaya. Imposing and rich with still
recent history, the crumbling walls of
Beaufort Castle (Kal’at el-Shekif ) domi-
nate the deep gorges of the Litani with
the windings of the fine road leading to

Rachaya across the southern Beqaa.
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DJEZZINE : THE FALLS
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F arther south and

by way of Moukhtara,
centre of the Druze com-
munity, one reaches
Djezzine which offers
visitors its waterfall and
famous caves. Perched
on a steep cliff, this im-
portant town is a true
oasis of coolness and rest
after the crossing of the
rather austere region

which surrounds it.
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PALACE OF BEIT ED-DINE.
DOMES OVER THE «HAMAMS»
OR TURKISH BATHS
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FINE MOSAICS AND SCULPTURE
DECORATING ONE OF THE ROOMS
IN THE PALACE OF BEIT ED-DINE
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GENERAL VIEW OF THE PALACE OF BEIT ED-DINE
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PALACE OF BEIT ED-DINE — INTERIOR COURT

T he mountainous region of the south is that which
best exemplifies the history of Lebanese unity, achieved
within its natural limits by two great princes: FAKHR
ED-DINE of the Ma’an, and Emir BESHIR of the
Chehab, dynasty. It is there one finds their capitals,

Deir-el-Kamar and Beit-ed-Dine.

Very carefully restored by the Department of Anti-
quities, the palace of Beit-ed-Dine has since 1944 been
the official summer residence of the President of the
Republic. The palace, constructed in a very pure Arab
style which does credit to the artisans of the period,

is visited every year by thousands of people. The country-

side round about is itself a thing of rare beauty.
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TYRE : THE COAST

SEINE - FISHING
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THE PORT OF SAIDA (ANCIENT SIDON)

evertheless, what changes have taken place since the time when Phoenician
sailors in their cedar-wood barks set out from Sidon and Tyre for peaceful con-
quests! If they could return after 40 centuries from their circumnavigations,

they would no longer recognise their home ports with great, white hotels,
the immense, fruitful plains, or the vast groves with abundant crops of oranges,

tangerines, and bananas.

THE BIG, MODERN HOTEL TANIOS AT SAIDA o 3 Sl o il 5




SAIDA : A VIEW OF THE PORT
Bt S

G oing southwards means

going to the cradle of the
Phoenician maritime empire:
Tyre and Sidon. On the ruins
of both cities, other ruins
bear witness to the strength

of succeeding civilizations.

THE VILLAGE OF KFARCHIMA
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BYBLOS, VIEW OF THE RUINS

o the foreigner, Lebanon is a «maritime republic» whose immense horizon rouses the need for adventure
in its sons, stimulating their inventive genius by means of its bracing, temperate climate; to the foreigner,
Lebanon means the alphabet, glass and Tyrian purple, the famous towns of Tyre, Sidon and Byblos, bold
merchant sailors whose ships plied the Mediterranean under their king, Hiram. The foreigner visiting Le-
banon will find these living memories in an unchanged setting.

About the stone sentinels of mausoleums and ancient ruins, other towns have been built; they, however,
have destroyed nothing of the natural beauties which formed a background for their predecessors. The landscape

is immutable. =
ﬁ
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THE BAY OF JOUNIEH

ARCHEOLOGICAL TREASURES DISCOVERED AT BYBLOS Joer 3 o)y L UT
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I he Lebanese coast is on-

ly 250 kilometers long from
the Palestinian to the Syrian
border. But the trip through
History which can be made
there, the enchantment of

the scenery, and the gran-

deur of the sights transform

this short distance into one

of the longest and most

attractive pilgrimages.
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great eng
CAIRO RAILWAY

today,

ly because of the men who made it famous.
and,

the elements,

I his coast whose praises have been sung in books
Time,
projects

THE GREAT COASTAL ROAD BETWEEN BEIRUT AND TRIPOLI
is great not on

THE LEBANESE SECTION OF THE LONDON







THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
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THE AMERICAN ,UNIVERSITY LIBRARY.
THE STATUE IS THAT OF THE FOUNDER,
DANIEL BLISS.
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LA SAGESSE SECONDARY SCHOOL
ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS

THE CHOIR OF THE

Its law, medical, and

engineering schools, insti-

tutes of letters and oriental

studies, art academies,

universities, secondary, pro-

fessional and military schools

have educated, and are

still educating the pick of
the Middle and Near East.
(There are 200,000 students
in a population of 1,250,000).

CADETS OF THE MILITARY ACADEMY PO 5 R SRR R L2

MONUMENT
TO THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
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Faithful to its wonder-
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ful past, the young Lebanese
capital is today the uncon-
tested cultural center of this
part of the world, the cradle
of everything venerated.
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BACCHUS OF BYBLOS, lind CENTURY A. B
MUSEUM OF BEIRUT
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THE NATIONAL MUSEUM

Sb gl el

I he National Museum

at Beirut, whose lovely
facade has the majesty of
ancient temples, houses nu-
merous treasures of inesti-
mable value. Nevertheless,
excavations everywhere in
the country, or often a
laborer’s pick, discovers
fresh witnesses of ancient
civilizations.

COLONNADE OF A MONUMENT OF THE
CELEBRATED BERENICE, FOUND AT BEYROUTH
AND ERECTED IN MUSEUM SQUARE

SAie| f Eaedl aan y WBLE Dl e Sies)

i e RGPS PRI |




S
o
e

bl 55 Bl by

i : g St. GEORGE’S HOTEL
L G ;\,JU.;}“ d‘iL‘J d,li)EU

Sl ,_‘;‘J.’.:J S JMaNI J,.'.),.

205l aolsly < vagy Wle

A RESIDENTIAL QUARTER
:115)1'! i o ¢ :.LLJ-JJQI}

Oyl ol 5 I

e e A
L L

o A J’d: ;_5‘“ Akl

e

S SIS Sllasdf (oo
NI

e
S

Ua o Sdayl Lo 130y

Sl bl glzzasl ¢ Jow I
&8y N adl L.
< dalall e las 4 O S

e
e
Selmn




PARLIAMENT BUILDING, PLACE DE L’HORLOGE

it L O (TR e

n the heart of the town the Parliament where in
1943 the last stages of independance were witnessed;
and further on, the telephone exchange, the Lebanese
radio and telegraphic office which helps to make of
Beirut one of the best radiotelegraphic relays of the
world.

Once away from the center of town, one’s sight
is delighted with the beauty of the houses in the resi-
dential quarters, and one’s spirit is calmed by the
noiseless streets.
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MAIN GOVERNMENT HOUSE

GENERAL VIEW OF THE CAPITAL

Beirut is a town in full and vigorous growth.

New residential quarters are being built to
absorb the evergrowing population (soon to
reach 500,000 inhabitants) and to relieve the
congestion in the commercial centre. Every-
where new palaces, brilliant legations surrounded
by gardens, flats and offices are being built.
Every great entreprise is eager to obtain a safe
footing here. Thanks to Beirut, its capital, the
Lebanon is indeed the gate of the Orient.
Dominating the whole is the Grand Serail,
seat of the Government. From here since 30th
August, 1945, the Lebanon, master of its own
destinies has faced its responsabilities as a link
between two worlds and two civilizations.
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A CORNER OF MARTYRS' SQUARE
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THE PORT OF BEYROUTH

ne million tons are loaded and unloaded annually in the port of Beirut which
in the last three decades has become one of the busiest and best equipped in
the eastern Mediterranean.

Riches and activity are brought daily not only by light sailing vessels, but
also by great heavy steamers (1,682 steamers and auxiliary-motored sailing ships,
with a total displacement of 2,368,642 tons).

The great streets where the most diversified merchandise is piled up mirror

the remarkable vitality of the capital and its people.

MODERN EQUIPMENT IN THE PORT OF BEYROUTH
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SUNSET OVER RAS-BEIRUT

alf way between the Northern and

Southern frontiers, in the center of the
Lebanese coast, a plane, a ship or the
Orient Express will deposit you in Beirut,
the capital of a small country made great by
a thousand year of history and by its pre-
sent role of interpreter between the Occi-
dent and the Arab world. This small coun-

try is LEBANON.
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geographic position incited it, as early

as the dawn of history, to become the

middleman between the Orient and the
Occident, to carry on commerce in the widest sense of
this term, the exchange of goods being most often
accompanied or followed by exchange in culture. Are
the legends of Isis and Osiris, the mythological tales
of Eupalinos, Cadmus, and Europa anything but popular
romanticised, living testimonials of all sorts of inter-
course established between Lebanon on the one hand,
and Egypt, Greece, and other African and European
countries on the other?

The Phoenicians had also established solid bonds
with the East. The monuments recently discovered at
Karatépé bear witness to the profound penetration of the
Phoenician language into Hittie countries where as
early as the XIth century B.C. it became the leading
tongue. The excavations at Samarkand have shown that
the «authentic Tyrian money» was up to the IInd century
A.D. the basic money for commercial transactions.
Besides, the excavations at Arslan Tach clearly indicate
the preeminence of Phoenician art in Assyrian palaces,
this art which was to reach its highest expression in
Solomon’s temple.

The Lebanese owed it to themselves to develop and
perpetuate this flourishing art and commerce. They
were led to invent ingenious methods and procedures
still applied nowadays. That is how they replaced metallic
money with a lighter one of tanned leather. Issued by
Carthage, wasn’t this new money a forerunner of bank
notes? Besides, they developed the study of bookkeeping
and propagated it and writing all over the earth. One
should not forget they were the first, thanks to the
labours of Marin of Tyre, one of the creators of mathe-
matical geography, to determine latitude and longitude
in the second century A.D.

The commercial and cultural mission so well ful-
filled] by the Phoenicians, was to be carried on by the
~ Lebanon under the Romans, Crusaders, Mamelukes,
and especially under Fakhreddine II.

And that is the mission it fulfills today by opening
its ports and roads to world trade and enjoining its sons
to facilitate and intensify exchange of all sorts between
East and West, North and South. Soon, Khaldé airport,
one of the largest and best equipped in all the Orient,
will become the first important calling-place at the gates
of immense Asia.

Once again, the railway, the Orient Express, joins
Asia Minor to Europe. Hasn’t Beirut become the natural
port for neighbouring Oriental regions? Merchandise is
imported, placed in bonded warehouses, and re-exported
to all destinations. At the same time, on the southern
and northern Lebanese coast, end the Saudi Arabian
Pipe-Line and the Iraki Pipe-Line which bring the pre-
cious liquid to the Mediterranean before it is shipped to
Europe and America.

Meanwhile, along with that commercial and indus-
trial activity, the lebanese were giving proofs of their
exceptional qualities and genial initiative in the intel-
lectual field.

Architect of the contemporary arabic renaissance,
Lebanon is proud of having been the first animator of
the cultural hearth whose radiance today spreads to all
Arab countries. More than one quality favored it in this
task: on the one hand, its intellectual dynamism which
goes back to the invention of the alphabet, the first ins-
trument of knowledge, and on the other, its aptitude in
learning and mastering several languages at the same
time, an aptitude which was manifested as early as the
XXth century B.C. and which has lasted up to the pre-
sent, urging it ceaselessly onword on the mounting road
of culture.

Hardly had the Maronite School of Rome trained
the first group of pupils, and the first printing-press to be
introduced into the Orient set up at the Lebanese con-
vent of Kozhaya (1610), that the intellectual elite of this
country bukled down to a double task: stimulate Orien-
tals into imbibing from the genial and varied Occidental
culture, and reveal the unsuspected treasures of the
Orient to Occidentals. Thus Lebanon once again took
up its role of secular guide and intermediary between
two distinct worlds.

Lebanese works, whether linguistic, literary, or
scientific, were quickly adopted by various schools of the
Arab world, while Lebanese teachers trained youth
there. Concurrently, magazines and newspapers were
founded practically everywhere by lebanese. And today,
as was the case yesterday, to settle a linguistic difficulty,
one invariably consults a Lebanese dictionary.

After having propagated the alphabet all over the
world, Lebanon later was to propagate type in the Arab
world, firstly Syriac letters in 1610, then Arabic begin-
ning with 1734. Thanks to this innovation, Lebanon was
able to lay the foundations of the Arab literary, scientific,
and political renaissance.

It is no longer possible for Lebanon to shirk this
noble mission assigned to it by fate. Besides, the scope
of its activity has been considerably widened thanks to
the effective presence of its emigrants settled all over the
world. Its activity has been multplied and enriched pro-
portionately with the fresh demands and needs of the
Arab world. In the field of literature, art, and science,
Lebanon ceaselessly labors for the consecration of fun-
damental human values in the Orient, while it taxes its
ingenuity to initiate its neighbous to the new beauty of
modern thought and art. Its own production has been
enriched by these two aspects of its mediating task:
poetry, prose, and Arabic textbooks are constantly being
revised. Lebanon neverthless does not forget to profit
from the work done by international cultural institutions
with which it sometimes collaborates with the firm hope
that Lebanese and Arab genius will in the future, as it
has in the past, contribute to the development and
progress of universal culture.
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MESSAGE
FROM PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
TO LIBANESE EMIGRANTS
AND TO EMIGRANTS OF
THE OTHER ARABIC COUNTRIES

My beloved kinsmen,

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Lebanese
Overseas has informed me of the decision of the Federa-
tion of Syrian-Lebanese-American Clubs in the United
States to hold their usual annual Convention this sum-
mer in Lebanon, with a view to reviving precious
memories and strengthening spiritual and traditional
ties with the land of their forefathers — ties which
even great distances cannot break assunder.

This was good news to me. For this trip which
you are planning to take has been one of my dearest
wishes. It was with this feeling that in addressing the
Lebanese Emigrants five years ago I said:

«I am sure of your sentiments and confident of
your longing and attachment to this small country,
which you prefer to the great cities with all their luxury
and comfort because it is your birthplace, the cradle
of your childhood and the burial ground of your ances-
tors. Lebanon sustained you in your early years as it
sustained your forefathers for endless generations.
This land is your home.»

Deeply imbued as I am with these same feelings
and prompted by the love that I know exists between
residents of Lebanon and Lebanese Emigrants again
I send this message of welcome to those of you who
are undertaking this visit and all those who may join
them for other countries, be they Lebanese, Syrians
or from any other part of the Arab world. This home
for which you have deeply longed awaits you with open
arms, and will share your happiness as father and son,
mother and sister unite under its skies in affection
and love.

Greetings to you all from Lebanon, whose Presi-
dent, Government and people will be happy to receive
you and to hail your loyalty and zeal. I am confident
also that you will be filled with pride as you witness
the progress made by your country in this era of inde-
pendence and sovereignty for which you have cons-
tantly aspired and worked.

As for the new generation of your children, who
may not have learned our language and may not have
had the chance to visit the birthplace of their fathers
before, there is no doubt that the call of blood which
is latent in their breasts will urge them to cherish and
love this good earth and these beautiful skies as you
yourselves have loved them.

A hearty welcome to you all.

Signed : BECHARA
KHALIL
EL-KHOURY
PRESIDENT

OF THE LEBANESE REPUBLIC
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