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much money in putting down the revolt as had spent in
helping the Sharif of Makka revolution of 1916.

The sixth chapter covers the general conclusions which
were reached by the author.

Abdullah Fayyad
History Department
Faculty of Education
University of Baghdad
Baghdad, January, 17, 1963.










The third part of the third chapter deals with the
1918—1920 armed wuprisings . against the British. The
Iraqis, resisting British occupation and seeking their inde-
- pendence, demonstrated, protested and fought with the
British authorities, with little success. Sir Arnold Wilson,
the Acting High-Commissioner, recommended British pro-
tection instead of independence and he turned a deaf ear
to all the Iraqi demands. Failing to convince the British
government of their just demands, the Iraqi nationalists
worked hard to win the uneducated large segment of the
population and they influenced the Ulama, who understood
and sympathized with the national aims, to issue their
Fetwas against occupation.

The fourth chapter discusses the causes of the Revolu-
tion of 1920. The important but not decisive nationalist
sentiment, the abuses of the British officials, heavy taxa-
tion and religious factor, namely where non-Muslims have
not to rule Muslims, led to the revolt of 1920. Other
factors, such as the Shurafa government in Syria, the silght
success of the Egytian uprising of 1919 and the success of
the Turkish revolution under Mustafa Kemal, encouraged

the Iraqi revolutionists.

The fifth chapter deals with the military side of the
revolution. Inspite of the fact that the Iraqis did not have
modern arms, sufficient money to finance the military
operations, they were able to inflict heavy damages on the
British forces. British casualties were 2269 killed or

wounded and the British government spent three times as
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lack of political training and their firmly held feeling for
a pan-Islamic movement, issued Fetwas supporting the
Jihad call against the British. It is interesting to note that
many of the Iraqis who had responded to the Jihad, lost

their lives and property in helping the Turks who did not
sympathize with the Arab national aims.

The. first part of the third chapter surveys the major
economie, territorial and strategic causes which led to the
British occupation of Iraq. The great Britain’s commercial
interests which went back to the nineteenth century was
added the confirmation of oil deposits. The government
of India coveted Iraq especially the Wilayat of Basra, where

India wanted to ship out three million Muslim Indians.
Added to these was Britain’s plan to control all the coun-
tries lieing astride the British lifeline to the Far East.
Furthermore, Russian and German plans to build railways
and to spread their influence in this part of the world
worried the British.

The second part of the third chapter is restricted to the
socio-economic changes which resulted from the British

occupation of Iraq. Administrative measures by the occupa-
tion authorities are discussed. The people were heavily
taxed. The British were unsuccessful in their attempts to

solve the land tenure problem. They tried to replace the
land lords, especially in the Nasiriyyah (Muntafik) Lewa,
by the shaikhs and the Serkals. They did little or nothing
for the peasants. For political reasons, they deprived some
families, such as the Sa’dun, from their immense estates
and they gave the land, in practice but not in law, to the
Serkals.
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the landlords. Midhat’s policy, not only was responsible for
causing conflicts between the land lord and the peasant
but it also led to the creation of the absentee land-lord
system which became so serious that the British occupation
authorities were forced to tackle it. The chapter also
includes a general survey of the increase in Iragi trade
which resulted from the opening of the Suez canal and
the improvement of the land and sea transportation
facilities. Other elements such as the foreign banking
system, which was introduced by the British commercial
companies, and which faciliated Iraq’s international trade,
are also mentioned.

The second chapter deals with the Iragi cultural
revival and political awakening during the first two
decades of the twentieth century, an awakening which was
produced by the following factors: The impact of western
civilization, the opening of some modern native schools,
the enlightened, though limited, press activities, the strong
propaganda campaign for the revival of the Arab heritage,
especially the Arabic language, the activites of the political
parties and the ifluence of the Iranian and Turkish
constitutional movements. Needless to say, the above
mentioned factors were confined to a limited group of
educated individuals, who were to prove themselves by rea-
lizing some of their goals. Their main problem was how; to
win over to their side the illiterates. They worked hard
and they pointed out that the Turks were not serious in
their pan-Islamic propaganda. Seeking the peoples’s
support, this educated group first sought the Ulama’s help,
some of whom had sympathized and supported the national
aims. However, the Majority of the Ulama, due to their
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Al-Thawrah al-Iraqiyyah al-Kubra Sanat 1920 is a
study of Iraq’s cultural revival and political awakening
which culminated in the revolution of 1920.

Originally an M.A. thesis submitted to the American
University of Beirut, this study assumed the proportions
of a book after the author had collected important informa-
tion on the subject. Different sources, both oral and
written, were used.

The study consists of an introduoction, six chapters,
two appendices and an introductory preface by al-Shaykh
Muhammad Rida al Shabibi, a veteran politician and
thinker who had participated personally in the events
under discussion. ;

The introduction listing the major sources which were
used, gives the outline the main ideas covered in detail in
the body of the book. The introducation, furthermore,
reflects the author’s conception of the Iraqi revolution of
1920 and how it developed.

The first chapter deals with the socio-economic condi-
tions which were prevailing in Iraq at the end of the
19th century. The country was underdeveloped, agricul-
tural production was low, large areas of cultivable land
were left uncultivated and floods were uncontrollable. The
author also refers to the wide-spread tribal system, its
degeneration and Midhat Pasha’s land tenure policy and
its impact on the interrelations between the peasants and
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PREFACE

The author would like to take this opportunity to
express his sincere appreciation and cordial thanks to all
those who helped him during the preparation of this study.
He expresses special thanks to His Highness the sage
al-Shaykh Muhammad Rida al-Shabibi who wrote the
introductory preface of this study. He also expresses his
sincere appreciation to professor Abdul Aziz al-Duri who
read this book and offered many worthy and constructive
suggestions.

The author.
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