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“To suggest but one possible line of thought: perhaps we may
associate the domed basilica type of mosque with the appearance for
the first time in Islam, and under Turkish rule — of an ecclesiatical
hierarchy, with muftis presiding over territorial jurisdiction, under
the supreme authority of the Seyh-iil-Islam, the chief Mufti of the
capital, whom we may describe, perhaps a little fancifully, as the
archbishop-primate of the Ottoman Empire”.

(Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turky, Second
Edition, Oxford University Press. P.6).
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