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Tome VI.— Jaues Duescuen, Apa Mena. A Selection of Coptic Texts relating to St. Menas.
Edited with translation and commentary.— Le Caire 1946, Un volume m-8° Jésus, de
xxxvi - 186 pageset de 14 planches hors-texte. ... ..o ol iih.s LEg. 2. —

Tome VII.— Mara Crawen, Koptische Inschrifien im Kaiser-Friedrich-Musewm zu Berlin, Ihre
mchlich’«:‘, ortliche und zeithiche Einordnung in dos Gesamigebiet koptischer Grabinschrifien, —
Le Caire 1949. Un volume in-8° Jésus, de 60 pages et de 13 planches hors-
o T e N L s s B e e L.Eg. 1,500

Tome VIII.—O.H.E, Kns-Bunussren, The Rite of Consecration of the Patriarch of Alezandria.
Coptic text, translation and annotations, — Le Caire 1960. Un volume in-8° Jésus,

de 100 pages...... P S AR T e L.Eg. 1,250
Tome IX.— H.J. Pororsky, Fiudes de syntaze copte.— Le Caire 1944, Un volume in-8°
Josnsode pp ol M paresind e g R s e e N (Epuisé)

 Tome X.— 0. H. E. Kus-Bunuzsven, The Egyptian or Coptic Church. A detailed deseription

of Her Liturgical Services and the Rites and Ceremonies observed in the Administration
ot Her Bacraments, 00 il UGG BT s e LEg 4 —
Tome XI.— Sawinvs Iny ar-Murarrs®, History of the Potriarchs of the Egyption Church, known
as the History of the Holy Church, vol. III, part I. Edited, translated and annotated by
Antoine Kmirer and O.H.E. Kuas-BurMESTER . ... iniiinviteiinnasins L.Eg. 2.—
Tome XII. — Suiwirvs Isn ar-Muxaresa®, History of the Patriarchs of the Egyption Church,
known as the History of the Holy Church, vol, III, part II. Edited, translated and
annotated by Awrove Kmsrsn and O.H.E. Kns-Bummesten. . ....... L.Eg. 2,500
Tome XIIL — Sawinvs Isn ar-Muxawes, History of the Patriarchs of the Egyption Church,
known as the History of the Holy Church, vol. TII, part 1I1. Edited, iranslated and
annotated by Axtome Kmarer and O.H.E. Kus-Bunmssten......... L.Eg. 2,500
Tome XIV. — Sawirvs Isn ar-Muraress, History of the Patriorchs of the Egyption Church,
known as the History of the Holy Church, vol. IV, part I, selon le texte de Ia 4° partie
du Ms. Arabe 302 de la Bibliothéque Nationale de Paris. Edited, translated and an-

notated by Axroine Kmarer and O.H.E. Kas-Burmzstea............ {Sous presse)
Tome XV. — O.H.E. Kas-Borursrer, The Ordination Rites of the Coptic Church. Coptic
terty translntion and annotations 000w ey s S R (Sous presse)

BIBLIOTHEQUE DE MANUSCRITS olbyhasdl jlgs
Tome I.— Dair Mart Mind. Catalogue of Coptic and Christian Arabic Manuseripts of the

Library of Daic MArtMIgS - oo oo ool v viiv s ol L.Eg. 1,500
Tome II.— Qasriat ar-Rihdn. Catalogue of Copiic and Christian Arabic. Manuscripts of

the Library of the Church of Qasrfat ar-Rihdn in Old Cairo..........(En préparation)

DIVERS leyas

4. — Louts Finoway, The Monolithic Chu-rchesr of Lalibels. — Le Gaire 1944, Une
brochure in-8° Raisin, de 58 pages, 3 planches et 2 cartes hors-texte. ..  (Epuisée)

2. — Ezposition d’Art copte, 'Décembre 1944. — Le Caire 1944, Un volume in-8°:
Minnie Bourros Gmaws et Cu. Bacmamiy, Aveni-propos, p. v-vi; Auan 1.B. Wice, Egyptian
Textiles, p. x1 4 xiv 4 1-92 avec 8 planches; Er, Driotox, La sculpture copte et les aris
mineurs, p. v+ 1-25 avec 5 planches...... ... il +» L.Eg. 0,250

3, — Minnrr Bovrros Gravi, Note sur la décowverte du Mongsiére de Phebommon dans la
Montagne Thébaine.— Le Caire 1948, Une brochure in-8° Raisin, de /i pages.  (Epuisée)

4, — Ausxanone Bavawy, Guide de I’Egypte Chréticnne. — L Caire 1953. Un volume

da;94 pages avee J3ifgurent i ilion L RARE DL Ll G el U L:Eg. 0,500
5. — Ggorcy Sosny, Common Words in the Spoken Arabic of Egypt, of & Greek or Coplic-
Origin.— Le Caire 1951, Une brochure in-8° Jésus, de 23 pages..... . (Epuisée)

6. — O.H.E. Kns-Bunmesrer, 4 Guide to the Monasteries of the Wddi 'n-Natridn. — Le Caire
1954, Un volume de 40 pages avec 32 planches hors-texte .......... L.Eg. 0,350

7. — 0.H. E, Kns-Bunuester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo (Critical
Studpy 495550 waiae o R R s s plana BlRas (03560

8. — 0. H. E. Kus-Bummssrer, The Ancient Coptic' Churches of Caire  (Brief
Huide) s aiel e IR OGS R ‘L.Eg. 0,250

‘9. — Carte de I’'Egypte Chrétienne. Echelle 1/1.000.000 ........... (Epuisée)

10. — Orro Menurous, Adas of Christian Sites in Egypt ............... L.Eg 0,500
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Dht’l-Ka“dah, (in the) year of its date, and found the Franks (al-Farang)
encircling Damietta (Dumy4t) ®. And his brother Al-Malik al-KAmil
asked him about the situation, and he informed him that ‘Imad ad-Din
Ibn al-Mastth had corrupted the troops against him, and (that) he
had adjured the Kurds (al-Akrdd) that they should kill him and make
Al-Falz king, and that he had fled from them at night, and had left
everything to him (Al-Féiz), fearing for himself. And when he (Al-Malik
al-K&mil) heard his words, he made ready thirty horsemen and thirty
dromedaries with thirty men from the Arabs (al-‘Arab), and he caused
to be brought ‘Imid ad-Din Ibn al-Magtdh. And when he was present
before @ him, he said to him : « What are these deeds which thou hast
done? Thou hast sought to kill the Sultan and to be Sultan. And if
thou hadst known the measure of the grace of God upon thee, thou
wouldst have known that thou wert more at ease than the Sultan, and
didst enjoy lifo more than he and whatsoever thou soughtest was
(thine)». And he commanded the soldiers who were standing before
him, and they beheaded him ).

[Marginal Notej. There has come to an end what was found of the

news of the fathers, the patriarchs of the See of Mark (al-Markust) —
may God the Exalted grant to us the acceptation of their righteous

intercessions !

M Cf. . AMELINEAv, op. cit., p. 116.
® Lit. ¢ between his hands ’.
@ Cf. R. Dozy, ap. cit., vol. I, p. 560 al, ¢, , ¢ il lui coupa la téte *.
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returned and brought news to the Franks (al-Farang), and they (the
Franks) said : «This is a stratagem (which) the Muslims (al-Muslimin )
have prepared for us». And some people of them went up to the mosque
(Gémi‘) of al-Hairah to see if there was there an ambush, and they
did not see anyone. And they descended (and) informed the king,
and he commanded that a warship should be equipped with warriors,
and should cross over to the tents to find out the news. And they
crossed over, and they examined the tents from the first of them to the
last of them, and they did not find in them anyone, and they returned,
and they informed them (the Franks). And he (the king) caused the
ships and the men to proceed, and they carried off the tents, and all
what (was) in them in the way of possessions and vessels and beasts,
and the garners of wheat and barley and grain, all of which (was) for
the Sultan and the amirs and the merchants ; and they took possession
of countless wealth without the sword and without fighting, by the
order of God and His will. They tookof the valuables and the wealth and
the beasts and the supplies and the weapons, the value of which cannot
be estimated nor their number be counted, and they took it to their
tents. And they took many captives from the Muslims (al-Muslimin),
youths and others than them, apart from the many people ) whom they
killed. And during the rest of the @ day they brought up transport-
ships and great ships, and they crossed over with the horses and the
knights (horsemen) to the land of Damietta (Dumyédt) ®). * And the
Franks (al-Farang) descended in the tents of the Muslims (al-Muslimin)
at al-‘Adltah @, and they advanced to Damietta (Dumydt) ® and they
descended at 1t, and they threw it into confusion. And the inhabitants
of Damietta (Dumyét) cut the bridge ©) of the Bab ar-Rais, and they
waged war with the Franks (al-Farang) until Al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam ‘Is4
arrived at Asmfin ® on Monday, the twenty-third of (the month of)

Lat. ¢ creatures ’.

Lit. ¢ their ’.

Cf. E. Amfrineau, op. cit., p. 116.

Cf. Omar Toussoun, op. cit., planche II B.
Ie. the drawbridge.
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land dwelt in it. And its governor (WAli) was designated Nir ad-Din
‘Ali, and he was prudent. All night® long he used to go round it
(Samanntd), and the people were sleeping in the ships and on the
river @, and no dread affrighted them, and no one went out from them
(the ships). And when it was Tuesday, the seventeenth of (the month of)
Dhé'l-Ka“dah, ‘Tmid ad-Din Ibn al-Magtib bore tales between Al-
Malik al-K&mil and ® his brother Al-Malik al-Faiz (which) corrupted
their hearts, the one against the other. And it was mentioned concerning
him (Tméd ad-Din) that he allied himself with Al-Malik al-FAiz to kill
Al-Malik al-KAmil, and (that) Al-Malik al-F4iz should rule. And there
was one of the soldiers ) of Al-Malik al-K&mil present with them, and
he went to him (Al-Malik al-Kdmil), and he informed him of all what
had occurred, and he said to him : ¢Save thyselfy. And he (Al-Malik
al-Kémil) arose from his tent, and he rode by night, and he pushed
forward with his companions and his courtiers and his mamluks
(Mamélik), and no one recognized him up to A$mtin ), and he descended
at it. And when it was morning, the confidents sought him, and they
found him not, (and) the troops were troubled. And when they heard
that he had descended at Asmtn ®, they followed after him ; and there
was an uproar among the troops so that they left their tents and their
possessions and their beasts. And when the morning dawned (on)
Tuesday, the seventeenth of (the month of) Dhi’}-Ka“dah, a fire-ship
crossed over from the Franks (al-Farang) to attack ®. And no one went
out to it, and it came to the land. And they (the Franks) did not see

in the tents anyone, and all the tents were set up, and the carpets in

them were spread out, and the horses and the mules and the camels
were tied up around them, and there was no man in them. The fire-ship

@ L. ¢ his night ’.

@l s, ¢ sea’.

) Lit. ¢ and between .

™ Lit. ¢ a soldier of the soldiers ’.

® Asmiin (Asmiéim) Tandh (al-Ramin) in the Province of Dakahliah, cf. Omar
Toussoun, op. cit., p. 244, and E. Amfrizeav, op. cit., pp. 170-171.

@ The following is a continuation of the account of the expedition against
Damietta by Jean de Brienne.
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the death of his father, up to the beginning @) of the month of Ragab
(in the) year six hundred and fifteen of the Higrah (@,

!
Tre srocraruy or Ar-Manix ar-Kimim Mugammap sov oF An-Mauik aL-Apiw

At Baxr Asd Arvis.

And a letter from Al-Malik al-“Adil, before his death, reached Al-Malik
al-Kdmil, (saying) : «The enemy has set out from Acre (‘Akk4) for
Egypt (Misr) with many ships. Take heed to the harbours, and do not
encounter him, and evacuate the cities before him for a distance of
three days, for if he invades, he will cover a distance of four days in one
day, slaying and taking captives and pillaging, and he will return to
his tents for the rest of the ® day. And Al-Malik al-KAmil evacuated
(the cities) of (the Province of) al-Gharbiah ) before him * for a distance
of four days, and he evacuated Al-Mahallah ) and all what (was) around
it, and Smgir © and Sanhir 7 and Ftah ®). And these cities were
evacuated, and their gates were bolted and no one was able to depart
with more than his garments which (were) upon him and that in which

he slept ; and they left all what (was) in their houses in the way of wheat
and grain and wine and all the leguminous plants in them; and some

of them were whole, and some were reduced in part, and some were
completely taken. And people went to Cairo (al-Khirah), and some
people to Cairo (Misr) and to Syria (aé—éé‘lm) and Damascus (Dimagk),
and they dispersed in all the world, and some of them returned, and
some of them did not return. As for Samanntid ), it was not evacuated,
and 1t remained inhabited, and many people of the inhabitants of the

) Lit. ¢ appearance of the new moon .
B — 1218 A.D.

@ Lgt. © his 7.

(RS e e S

@ Cf. E. AMELINEAU, op. cit., p. 262.

© Cf. E. AmfriNeav, op. eit., p. 3735.

™ Cf. E. AmtriNeau, op. eit., p. 416.

® Cf. p. 185, n. 10.

@ Cf. E. AmEriseav, op. cit., p. 411.
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took what was on them, they being dead. And the Sultan grieved over
them, and he commanded that the troops should return, and he
reviewed the men, and he found (that) those who were killed of them
(were) three thousand men, slain and drowned . And while he was
grieving over them, the news arrived of the death of his father Al-Malik
al-“Adil in Damascus (Dimagk) from an indigestion 2 which overtook
him in the Tower of Safir, and he was borne to Damascus (Dimask),
and he died in it, and they buried him beside Saldh ad-Din, his brother,
in the tomb, (on) Friday, the eight of (the month of) GumAd al-Akhar
(in the) year six hundred and fifteen ®). And he was at that time king
of Egypt (Misr) and Syria (as- Sam) and Jerusalem @ and the Littoral
and the fortresses and Damascus (Dimask) and the Yemen (al-Yaman).
And he gave Damascus (Dimask) and what (is) with it in the way of
Syria (ab—Sdm) and Jerusalem ) and the Littoral and the fortresses and
what Saldh ad-Din had conquered from the lands of the Franks (al-
Farang) to his son Al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam named ‘Is4, and known as
the Kurd (al-Kuridi). And he gave Egypt (Misr) and its province to
his son Al-Kdmil Muhammad; and he gave Harrdn and Minbij and
Akhlat @ and all what (is) beyond © the River Euphrates (al-Furit) to
his son Al-Agraf. And the duration of his reign ? was nineteen years
and fifty-three days from the time of his entry into Egypt (Migr), and
he died, and his troops (were) ten thousand eunuchs. And his son
Al-Malik al-Kdmil Muhammad ruled the lands of Egypt (Misr) and
the Yemen (al-Yaman). And he caused to journey his son Aksls to the
Yemen (al-Yaman), and he took possession of it, and he himself settled
in the Kingdom of Egypt (Misr), and he executed his order alone, after

® It was Jean de Brienne who saved the situation for the Franks, cf. R. Grousser,
L’Epopée des Croisades, pp. 297-298.

@ According to his biographer Ibn Khallikin, he could eat a roast lamb at a
meal, cf. S. Lane-Poore, op. cit., p. 221.

® = 1218 A.D.

® Lt ¢ the Holy House .

® Cf. Khilat, p. 205, n. 6.

© Lt © behind .

O Lit. * kingdom ’,
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they saved themselves. And sixty men of them were taken captive whom
the Franks (al-Afrang) caused to journey to Acre (‘Akké) and to other
(places) than it of their Jand. And from the day they took the tower
they did not resort to advance a raft. And it was mentioned by him
who bore the news, that Al-Malik al-“Adil died in Damascus (Dimagk) on
Friday, the eight of (the month of) GumAd4 * al-Akhar (in the) year
of its date, and it was the day on which the Franks (al-Afrang) took the
tower of Damietta (Dumyit) @, And it was mentioned by him who bore
the news, that spies of the Sultan informed him that many ships of the

Franks (al-Farany) were leaving and were going to Syria (aé—Sém),

and he crossed over @ to them with the troops and he took them. And
when it was Tuesday, the eleventh of (the month of) Ragab (in the)
year six hundred and fifteen ®, Al-Malik al-Kdmil commanded the
troops to cross over ), and about three thousand foot-men hastened,
and they crossed over to the encampment @ of the Franks (al-Afrang)
before the troops crossed. And the Sultan Al-Malik al-K&mil had
enjoined on all the troops, the horsemen and the foot-men, that they
should not advance to the attack until the standard which was his
should be raised for them on the tower in which he was from Damietta
(Dumyét) @.  And a company of the foot-men was roused to action,
(and) they sought in their ignorance to overcome before the troops
were completed, and they fell upon the tents of the Franks (al-Farang),
and they killed and they overcame, and hope of victory carried them
too far. And the Franks (al-Farang) looked, and they did not see behind
them troops, and they returned to them (the Muslims), and they killed
them in the tents, and they hurled their heads with a mangonel
mto Damietta (Dumyét) ™, and a large company of them was known.
And they threw themselves into the river ) with their arms and their
dress, and the Franks (al-Farang) drew them out with boats, and they

M) Cf. E. AmériNeav, ap. eit., p. 116.
@ [.e. the Nile.

® = 1218 A.D.

e amd

®) Lst. ¢ sea ’.
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remained on this wise (for the months of) Rabi‘a al-Awal and Rabi‘a
al-Akhar. Then they took two large ships from their ships, and they
nailed on them dry planks, and they erected in the middle of them four
masts, and they joined the one to the other by their skill, so that they
became one, and they called it ¢ The Raft’. And every nail (with
which) they nailed it (had) the length of three cubits or @ two cubits
or 1 one cubit and a half and a span; everything of them was in its
place. And they constructed on the four masts a lower roof carrying
one hundred and fifty men, and a roof above it carrying one hundred
and fifty men, and they were three hundred warriors. And they advanced
it to the tower which was in the river ), and it (the raft) did not fasten
on to it (the tower), because it had a glacis on every side projecting from
it. And when they were not able to fasten it (the raft) on to the tower,
the current prevailed over it and drove it back by the command of God.
And the masts were broken from the transport of the men with arms,
and a large company of them fell into the river ®, (and) they were
drowned without fighting or attacking ; and after this raft they did not
resort to advance another raft. And when this happened to them with
the raft, they set up two other mangonels against the tower which was
in the middle of the river ). And they used to attack (it) with them and
with a catapult (Zanbtrak). And there was to it® from Damietta
(Dumyét) ® wood ©© made with boats, and planks were nailed onto
them, and they (the Franks) did not cease to hit the wood © until

they broke its boats and its planks and cut its ropes. And when it was
Friday, the filth of (the month of) Guméd4 al-Akhar, the Franks (al-
Afrang) multiplied against the tower with ships and men, and they took
it. And there were in it one hundred and fifty Muslims (al-Muslimin),
(some) of them were killed, and (some) of them were drowned, and
(some) of them escaped by swimming to Damietta (Dumyat)®, and

WELi S and &
Lit. ¢ sea’.
Cf. S. Lane-Poork, op. cit., p. 219.
Le. the tower.
Cf. E. AmELiNesv, op. cit., p. 116.
L.e. a pontoon-bridge, ef. S. Lane-Poor, op. cit., p. 221.
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(were) three hundred ships and transport-port ships, and they said that
they were more than this, and their number was not certain. And some
people mentioned that in them (the ships) were seven kings (and)
with every king (were) a thousand knights (horsemen) and ten thousand
foot-soldiers, the total (of which) was seven thousand knights (horsemen)
and seventy thousand foot-men. And this was not made certain, but
reported from hearsay, because no one was able to go to them nor to
come from them. And as for the mangonel which they had set up on
the mound (K&m) of al-Hairah 1V, * they made at its head a lead box,
its weight (being) two Syrian (Sémi) kantirs, and they named it ¢ The
Layer-bare ’, and there were six hundred men beneath it, hauling it ;
and it used to shoot into the midst of Damietta (Dumyét), so that it
demolished the house of the chief, and it laid bare what (was) around it.
And the weight of the stone which went out from it-was a Syrian (sémi)
kant4r, and by it they killed many people @ during the period of their
stay before Damietta (Dumyét). And among the troops of the Franks
(al-Farang) (were) many Muslim (Muslimdt) women [rom among the
inhabitants of the Ghir (al-Ghtr) ® and Frankish (Afranjidt) women
from among the inhabitants of the Littoral, to grind for them the wheat
and serve them, and there were with them many young children and
cows and pigs and fowls. And there were on the sea many boats of
those who caught fish to sell it to the troops of the Franks (al-Farang).
And when they told the king Count (Kund) Feather (ar-Ris) ) about
them, he seized them, and he made them responsible for the fish
at fifty dindrs every day. And we have said that they opened a river ©
from behind the tower, and they entered into 1t with warships and fire-
ships to attack the Muslims (al-Muslimin); and every day they were
attacking the inhabitants of Damietta (Dumyat) ©, and there was much
slaughter between them : then they would separate at night, and they

Giapai9s:

Lit. ¢ creatures ’.

Gf:p. 204, . 2,

Cfip20T n 6.

Lit. « sea .

Cf. E. AmLiNeav, op. ¢it., p. 116.
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it killed those who were under it, and it plunged into the earth ; it
demolished many houses in it (Damietta), and it destroyed a great
number of people W. And the Muslims (al-Muslimin) made from within
Damietta (Dumy4t) a mangonel, and they shot with it agamst the
mangonel of the Franks (al-Afrang), (and) it broke it, and they shouted
with a great shout at the Franks (al-Afrang), and the ropes slipped
from it. And they (the Franks) made a mangonel larger than the first,
and with it four other mangonels ; and they shot with the larger against
Damietta (Dumydt) and with the smaller (ones) against the tower of
the chain @. And when they did not reach their aim with the man gonels,
they widened the trench which has been mentioned before, which they
had dug, and it was widened so that it became a large river ®, and
ninety warships and fire-ships entered from it into the River ® Nile.
And when they were in the River @ Nile, they equipped their ships with
men, and they attacked the inhabitants of Damietta (Dumyét) (on)
Monday, the twenty-first of (the month of) Rabi‘a al-Awal (in the)
year of its date . And there was severe fighting between them, and
there was slaughter among the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and among them
(the Franks), and many were wounded on both sides. And they separated
when night came upon them, and when they did not reach their purpose,
for the Muslims (al-Muslimin) were shooting against them with arrows
from the tower, and they were hurling stones at their. ships with a
catapult on it (the tower). Some people mentioned that the king who
was conducting them and their battles had the name Count (Kund)
Feather (ar-Ri3), because there was on his head a gold crown adorned
with jewels, (and) from its sides there protruded the likeness of a gold
feather inserted in it; so they named him Count (Kund) Feather
(ar-Ri5) ® ; and other people said that their ships in which they arrived

) Lit. ¢ creatures .

@ For an account of this tower on an island in the Nile and the chains, cf, S. Lane-
Poorr, A4 History of Egypt, p. 219.

G iseal il

M = 1218 A.D.

@ Cf. R. Grousser, L'Epopée des Croisades, p. 298. The knight mentioned here
was Jean d’Arcis whose helmet was adorned with a peacock feather.
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killed in the war, and (others) said that he was taken captive. And
I did not make certain of anything concerning him, whether he was
killed or made captive or returned to his country; and God knows
what resulted @ from his affair, and He is my sufficiency and in Him
I trust .

And when it was Monday, the third of (the month of) Rabi‘a * al-Awal
(in the) year six hundred and fiftcen 2, in the evening of the day, the
watchman at Damietta (Dumydt) caug ht sight of many ships on the
high sea. And when the morning of Tucsday, the fourth of it (Rabi‘a
al-Awal), dawned, the watchman looked out all that day, and the ships
arrived one after the other, and they anchored at sea opposite to the
towers. And the ships continued to arrive for the space of a week, until
it was the tenth of (the month of) Rabi‘a al-Awal. And when they were
complete, they came up to the land, and all of them (lho Franks) looked
out from the prayer-house (al-Masgid) which was at bdt al-Birtig, and
it is known as the prayer-house (al-Masgid) of Ibn al-Khidr above
Birah (Btirah) @) And they dug opposite to them (the Muslims)) a trench,
its breadth thirty cubits and its depth fifty cubits, and its length (was)
from the Nile @ to the Mediterranean ®, and they let into it the water
from the Nile @, and it was filled with fresh (® water, and it became for
them a fortification and a source for drinking @. And they erected

with them a great mangonel on the mound (Kim) of al-[Jairah ® opposite

to Damietta (Dumydt). And stones used to reach inside Damietta
(Dumyat) up to the house of the chief, and whatsoever it (the stone)
fell upon was destroyed ; if it were a man, it killed him, or a house or
a wall, it demolished them, or on a roof, it caused it to collapse, and

Lit. © was .
= 1218 A.D.
Ufip 198 miite
Lit. ¢ the sweet sea ’.

9 Lit. ¢ the salt sea .

) Lit. « sweet’
What foHows is another account of the expedition of Jean de Br1enne against

Egypt, cf. R. Grousser, L E'popee des Croisades, p. 296.
® Cf. p. 193.
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Baisin () in the way of wheat. And if a lad became worn out and sef
down his load so that he might rest, they killed him, and they caused
another one of the captives to carry it. And when they had carried
the wheat to Acre (‘Akka), they made captive from among the inhabitants
of the Ghur (al-Ghtr) ® those who had carried it (the wheat). And
the kings divided them (the captives) with the King of Acre (‘Akkd),
and the King of Acre (‘Akk4) took the half, and the King ¢« Hankar ’ (3)
(took the other) half, and the number of all (was) three thousand and
six hundred souls. And as for the King of Acre (‘Akk4) he put fetters
on those whom he had made captive and he did not kill them. And as
for the King Hankar, he killed a group of them, and he cut off from every
Muslim (Muslim) the palm of his right hand, and he caused the rest
of them who lived to journey with the palms of the slain to his country
in a ship to the Pope (Bab4) of Rome (Rtimfah). And he wrote to him,
saying : «I have conquered the Land of the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and
I have caused to journey to thee a few of the living together with the
palms of the slain, so that thou mayest see them. And as for their king,
he does not wait for me, and if I seek a truce, he flees from me from
place to place, and does not stand before me. And I am conquering
what remains in the way of fortresses and castles, and I shall seek him
wheresoever (he is) until I take him. As for Jerusalem @, they have
fortified 1t with men and walls, and thou hast said (that) not one of the
kings of Christendom (an-Nasaréniah) should shoot an arrow, nor a
mangonel, a stone into it. And how is it possible to take it from the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) without fighting for it or marching on it. And
they (the Muslims) did not take it except by vehement fighting and
mangonels. And if thou come to us, hasten to us ), and may be God
will give it (Jerusalem) to us, and we shall all celebrate the feast in it,
if God wills». And this (is) the end of what reached us concerning
the King Hankar ®). The Muslims (al-Muslimin) used to say that he was

9. (G T0e BT, e 85,
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@ Lit. ¢ the Holy House °.

© Lat. < hasten thy presence ’.
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he passed through one of the villages ) of Ghiir (al-Ghr) @, called Rahar
an-Nagdrah, in which are many people ®), Melkites (Malakiat) and Syrians
(Surtin), Christians (an-Nagérd), and many Muslims (al-Muslimin). They
went out to the King, and they met him with the Gospel and crosses
and censers, and they stood before him @. And he thanked them and
he said to them : «There remain among the troops four knights (horse-
men) (who are) sick. Receive them among you and treat them, and
when they are strong, cause them to journey to Acre (‘Akkd) with one
who will conduct them to me», and he left them with them, and he
went away. And the Muslims (al-Muslimin) of the town rose up against
the Christians (an-Nasérah), and they took them (the knights) from
them and they killed them ; and the Christians (an-Nagérah) were unable
to prevent them through fear of the Sultan. And news of them reached
the king at Acre (‘Alk4), and he caused the troops to journey, (and)
he killed all who (were) in Rahar, Christians (an-Nagrah) and Muslims
(al-Muslimin), men, women and children, because he had said to them :
«(Are there) with you Muslims (Muslimin)?». They said to him :
«No». And when they returned, they (the Christians) excused them-
selves that the Muslims (al-Muslimin) had killed them (the knights),
but their excuse was not accepted. And they killed the priest of the
church of Rahar, and they ripped open his belly, and they inserted 1n
it a dead dog, because he had sworn to them that there was not in
the town a Muslim (Muslim). And after this affair, the King of the
Franks (al-Farang) returned to Baisin ©), and he caused to be carried
away all what was in it in the way of wheat to Acre (‘Akk4) on the
heads of the inhabitants of the Ghur (al-Ghtir)? : a strong lad carried
half an ardab, and he who was less (strong) a third of an ardab from
Batsdn to Acre (‘Akk4) until they had carried away all what (was) in

M Lit. ¢ a village of the villages ’.

@ Name of the depression through which the River Jordan flows south of the
Lake Tiberias, cf. B. Meistermann, op. cit., p. 619.

@) Lit. ¢ creatures ’.

) Lit. ¢ between his hands °.
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permitted to you by God to shed the blood of Muslims (al-Muslimin) by
the hand of the godless (the Franks) in the month of Ramadan, and they
obeyed him, and they sware to his messenger that they would not fight
together with the Franks (al-Farang), and that they would not be with
them against the Muslims (al-Muslimin). And they said to him : «The
Franks (al-Faranj) sleep at night, and ye can overcome them at midnight,
and the signal between us and you® (shall be), when we kindle a
fire, then attack them». And he (al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam) did as they
had said to him, and he attacked them at midnight. And the Arabs (al-
‘Arab) deserted them, and he (Al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam) conquered them,
and most of them were killed or professed al-Islim, and he stayed at
Toron (at-Tir) @, and he strengthened it with equipment and money
and men. And in the beginning of (the month of) Gumada al-Awal
(in the) year of its date, the people died in all the Land of Egypt (Misr)
by an order of God, and they were cast out dead around their towns,
and the stench from them (reached) to the borders of the land; and
some people of the Bedouins (al-Urbdn) and travellers mentioned that
the wild cattle ® in the desert died and the grazing cattle died also.
And I, the writer of this biography, saw the death of the cattle in
the Land of Egypt (Migr) in (the) year five hundred and fifty-four of
the Higrah ® before this time, and ten years after that year the State of
the Fatimids (aI-Fﬁtimiyin) Califs (al-Khulafd) passed away, and the
Ghuzz (al-Ghuzz) ® ruled the Land of Egypt (Misr) in (the) year five
hundred and sixty-four of the Higrah ©), and I lived until * I saw it (7) this
second time, after sixty years. And news arrived that, when the King of
the Franks (al-Farang) returned from Toron (at-Tir)® to Acre (‘Akka),

M Lit. « and between you ’.

GG 60 T e S

® R. Doz, op. cit., vol. T, p. 102 says that ‘2=l ,i < a un sens trés-vague’,
espéce de cerf des déserts de I’ Arabie, etc.’.

& — 1159 A.D.

® [.e. the Kurds.

® 1168-1169 A.D.

™ [.e. the death of the cattle.
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descended at ‘Akabah Fik®. And everyone followed of his troops
(who was) a Muslim (Muslim). And the Franks (al-Afrang) fell upon
the rear of the troops, and him whom they overtook, they plundered,
and they killed many people ?, and they took the tents and the beasts and
all what was in the place. And they descended below to “Akabah Fik @,
to the resting-place of the Sultan. And he who reported the news
mentioned that Al-Malik al-“Adi] had despatched messengers to the sons
of his brother Saldh ad-Din and to others than them from the kings of
the Muslims (al-Muslimin), that they should come to him with their
troops and aid him against the Franks (al-Afrang), and not one answered
him. And he turned to Damascus (Dimagk), and he descended at the
meadow as-Sa‘dr, and he left with his son Al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam, two

thousand horsemen with a company of the amirs, to go down to
Jerusalem (al-Kuds) to guard it. And on Saturday (in) the half of the
month of Ramaddn there arrived a letter (from) (Galdak, governor
(wAlt) of Damietta (Dumyét), (and) he gave news in it that the kings
of the Franks (al-Afrang) had said to the Mib4znah and the Gantibitn :
«Toron (a-Ttr) (is) yours, go and attack it and take it». And there

went out from the Franks (al-Afrang) four thousand men, because 1t
(is) a castle on a high mountain, (and) no knight (horseman) is able
to reach it. And there were with them Arabs (‘Arab) from the Sons of
‘Akabah (Bani ‘Akabah), allies of the Franks (al-Farang), and they
were fighting the Muslims (al-Muslimin) with them. And Al-Malik
al-Mu‘azzam came to them, and with him two thousand horsemen, and
they went up to Toron (at-Tdr)®, and they penetrated mto the fortress,
and they were on the point of taking 1t, and night came upon them. And
Al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam sent to the Arabs (al-‘Arab), the Sons of ‘Akabah
(Bant ‘Akabah), and he estranged them from the Franks (al-Farang),
and he sware to them that he would pay to them the money (which)
he had settled with them, and (that) he would give to them fiefs in
the land, and he sware to them on this. And he said to them : «It s not

M Cf. B. Muisteryany, op. cit., p. 562.
® Lit. ¢ creatures .
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four thousand knights (horsemen) and ninety thousand foot-men.
And Al-Malik al-"Adil gathered together his troops, and he journeyed
through Egypt (Misr), and he descended at Shechem (Néblus), and he
descended near to the Franks (al-Afrang), and he remained some days
in Shechem (Nablus) until his troops were complete, and he journeyed
to Acre (‘Akkd), and he descended at Toron (at-Ttr) @ at the beginning
of (the month of) Ragah (in the) year of its date. Then there arrived a
ship and other transport-ships at Acre (‘Akkd) from other kings, until
the marsh @ of Acre (‘Akk4) was full, and they descended at it in tents,
so that the marsh @ became narrow for them. And Al-Malik al-‘Adil
heard that they (the Franks) wished to overcome him by night, and he
departed from Toron (at-Ttr) ), and he descended at the streams ©
of Balsdn at “Ain Galat @, on account of the abundance of the water
there ; and his troops had descended from Shechem (Néblus) to the
Castle of Mu‘ain ad-Din by the bridge of Asémah ). And the King
Hankar © sent to seek a truce from the Sultan, and the king said to his
messenger : «Say to him : ¢ If he come out from Acre (Akk4) to the
outside of it, I will make a truce with him ’». And his messenger
repeated to him what the Sultan had said, and he journeyed on the
same day. * And when he drew near to the troops of the Muslims (al-
Muslimin), the Sultan saw what amazed him in the way of the multitude
of the knights (horsemen) and the foot-men, because the King
Hankar © and the King of Acre (‘Akk4) and the lord of (iibalah and
Tripolis (Tardbulus) (? and those who remained in the Littoral of the
kings had come to an agreement, and they had sworn the one to the other
one word, that none of them would abandon his companion, and they
were of one heart to fight the Muslims (al-Muslimin). And when Al-
Malik al-“Adil learned this, he departed from above Baisin ®, and he

) Mt. Toron, north-west of Acre.

GEEE p. 200, 0 7,

&) Lzt. ¢ rivers .

@ Cf. B. Meistermany, op. cit., p. 625.

® Cf. B. Meistermann, op. cit., p. 623.
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@ Cf. B. Metstermany, op. cit., pp. 669-670.
® Cf. B. Mezsrermany, op. cit., pp. 620-624,
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And he (Al-Malik alm‘f\dil) said to him : (Make him a patriarch and

rejoin me in Alexandria, and tarry not». And when the priest David
(Datitd) heard of this, he made two stafls, (and) on one of the two of
them a cross ornamented with gold, and the other ornamented with
lines of silver. And he caused robes to be cut and mantles of silk, and
he prepared what he needed for his consecration. And Abt’l-Fatdh
took him with the bishops, and he went up to Cairo (Misr) to the
(Church) al-Mu‘allakah ® to consecrate him as patriarch. And news
of him reached the governor (wilt) of Cairo (Misr) and he rode, and
with him a company of his soldiers and his assistants and he came up
to the Church al-Mu‘allakah (). And he treated them @ as base fellows,
and he caused them to be impaled, and David (DAddd) escaped, and
the bishops departed from the church, taking to their heels ® from Cairo
to their sees. And the affair of David (D4ttid) was annulled up to the
day of the writing of this biography, according to what was dated
previously ; and the priests of every place repulsed him, and Nigt'l-
Khildfat did not resume speaking about the matter of David (Datdd)
or other than him. And we return to the completing of the biography
of Al-Malik al-“Adil Ab& Bakr Ibn Aiytib, king of the Land of Egypt
(Misr) and what (is) with it. And when it was Monday (in) the half
of (the month of) GumAda al-Akhar (in the) year six hundred and
fourteen @, news reached him that a king from among the kings of the
Franks (al-Farang) called the ¢ Hankar * ) from the Island of Barsiliah (©
had arrived at Acre (‘Akk4) in one hundred and sixty ships and
transport-ships, and that he had descended at the marsh of Acre ("Akk4) 7,
and (that) he had reviewed his troops, and (that) their complement was

M Cf. 0.H.E. KHS-Burugester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp- 23-31.

@ I.e. those who had assembled.

® Lit ¢ running on their heads "

M —= 1217 A.D.

® The king referred to, it would seem, is Andrew II, King of Hungary, who
disembarked at Acre in September, 1217 A.D., cf. R. Gnousser, L'Empire du
Levant, p. 254.

) Unidentified.

@ Cf. S. Laneg-Poore, Saladin, map facing, p. 265.




— 209 —

he should go to Abiar and bring down with him the hermit from his
hermitage, and (that) he should cause him to journey fo Cairo (al-
Kéhirah) ; and he (the governor) brought him (the hermit) down from
his hermitage, and he caused him to journey to Cairo (al-Kahirah).
And when Nigt’l-Khildfat Ab’l-Fattih heard this, he agreed with the
amir Fakhr ad-Din “Uthmén, the wazir of Al-Malik al-K&mil, that they
should say concerning him to the Sultan that he (the hermit) asked our
Sire, the Sultan, that he should not trouble him, and should not cause
him to descend from his hermitage. And they despatched messengers,
(and) they took him back, after he had reached Kalitth ). And the
inhabitants of Abiar @ rejoiced at his return to them, and they went
up with him to his hermitage. A man, a Jacobite (Yakdbint) Ghristian
(Nagrdnt) from the inhabitants of Cairo (Misr) known as Al-Asad Ibn
* Sadafah, a surety of the Dar at-Tuféh heard news of his (David), and
he was zealous for God, as Phinehas (Finhds) ¥ was zealous. And he
took with him a company of the people, and he stood before the Sultan,
and he resisted Nigt’-Khilafat Ibn Fattth with regard to the consecration
of David (DAtitid), and he took as his support Al-Malik al-K&mil, and
he said to him concerning David (Daddd) that he had bribed with money,
so that he might gain an advantage over us, and we do not accept him.
And he had paid to Al-Malik al-“Adil much money, so that he should
command the patriarch to make him a metropolitan (Mutrdn) @. (He
said) : «It is not fitting (that) God permit thee that thou shouldst make
him patriarch over us to corrupt our religion and to make all the Copts
(Kibt) of the Land of Egypt (Misr) Greek (Rtim), and he will cause it
to depart [rom the hands of the Muslims (al-Muslimin)». Al-Malik al-Kamil
despatched (a messenger) to the governor (wAli) of Cairo (Misr), saying
to him : «If thou enable Abt'l-Fatth and his companions to set up
for them a patriarch without my order, I shall hang thee». And after
a few days Al-Malik al-“Adil went out to Alexandria, and Abt’l-Fatth
asked permission from him for the consecration of David (Datid).

M Cf. E. Autunesv, op. eit., p. 390.
B 0. 08w, Be

) Cf. Numbers xxv, 11.

@ Gf. p. 207.
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people that he might be consecrated patriarch. And he made plans
for this, and he assembled with a company of the Cairenes (al-Migriyin)
scribes and others than them to the end that they should set up the priest
David (Daddd) over them as patriarch. A few of them agreed with him,
and many disagreed with him, and he was not able to get together all
to an agreement nor to one opinion about him (David). And he des-
patched his messengers to the sees of the fathers, the bishops, in Lower
Egypt (al-Wagah al-Bahart) and to the bishop of Tambudi ) in Upper
Egypt (al-Wagah al-Kibli), and he was a virtuous and leaned (man).
And there assembled [rom them seven bishops, and he gave to them
hospitality, and he honoured them, and he gave to them gifts, and he
sought from them that they should write their signatures on a document
(which) he had made for him (David), that he was fit (to be) a patriarch.
And there were among them two poor bishops, the name of one of the
two of them (being) Hadiah, bishop of Damirah @ and al-Baramtin @,
and the name of the other (being) Stephen (Istafan), bishop of al-
Banwén (), and the priest David (D4ddd) paid to him something. And
the two of them used to stand (in the way) of the Sultan when he rode,
soliciting from him, that he should have consecrated for them David
(Dattd) (as) patriarch. And they would say to the Sultan that the
bishops and the assembly of the people had written their signatures
that he was fit (to be) patriarch. And it was by a foreordaining of God
what I mentioned before, with regard to the affair of the hermit of
Abiar ®) with Al-Malik al-Kdmil. And when Al-Malik al-Kimil heard

them soliciting for them a patriarch, he said to them : «I command

that the hermit of Abfar ® be your patriarch, and I agree on him for
your. And he wrote immediately a letter to Sams ad-Din
and to the governor (wilt) of (the Province of) al-Gharbiah ¢ that

M Cf. E. AmEviNeau, op. cit., p. 479.
@ Cf. E. AMELINEAU, op. cit., p. 118.
@ Cf. E. Antrinesv, op. cit., p. 881.
® Cf. E. Amtunesv, op. eit., p. 86.
@ Cf. E. AmtriNeav, op. eit., p. 1.

) Here there is a lacuna.
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the father, Abba (Anb4) John (Y&’4nnis) in his lifetime. He (Y#’dnnis)

had an aversion for the priest David (DAtidd) and he had an aversion
for Ab’l-Fatth because he dwelt with him, and he died without having
been reconciled with them. And it was, when the metropolitan (al-Mutrén)
of Ethiopia (al-Habagat) died m the lifetime of Abba (Anb4) John
(Yﬁ’énnis), and their messenger came soliciting for them the consecration
of a metropolitan (Mutrén), and the priest David (Dattid) heard about
this, (that) he bore to Al-Malik al“Adil two hundred dinrs, that he
should command the patriarch to consecrate him metropolitan (Mutrédn)
for Ethiopia (al-ITabagat). And the Sultan caused the messenger to go
to the patriarch, commanding him to consecrate him (David) metro-
politan (Mutrdn) for Ethiopia (al-Habagat). And the patriarch said
to the messenger of the king : * «Say to our Sire, the Sultan, that *Fol 229 v°
this one is not fit, because his belief in God is corrupt, because he says
concerning God what the Greeks (ar-Rtim) say ), and if he went to
the Land of Ethiopia (al-Habagat), he would corrupt them, and he
would make them Greek (Rim), and they would depart from my
obedience and the obedience of the Sultan, and, perhaps, he would
incite them to fight the Muslims (al-Muslimin) who are neighbouring
to them in the country, and much blood would be shed among them,
and this would be on the conscience of the Sultan ; but I and my people
(are) innocent of it. And the messenger returned to the Sultan, and
he informed him of what the patriarch had said, and he (the Sultan)
did not press him (the patriarch) and he did not compel him to con-
secrate him (David), and God made void his affair, and he lost what
he had borne. And some people said that the Sultan returned them
(the two hundred dinérs) to him at the prayer of Nigl’l-Khilafat and
(with) the help of Fakhr ad-Din ‘Uthmén. And straightway the patriarch
consecrated a metropolitan (Mutrdn) other than him for Ethiopia
(al-Habasat), and he caused him to journey with the messenger of the
king to them. And when the father, the patriarch, Abba (Anb4) John
(Ytrénnis) went to his rest, Nigt’l-Khilafat Abt’1-Fattih Ibn al-Mik4z
wished to aid the priest David (Dattid) with the Sultan and (with) the

@ Ie. concerning the Two Natures of Christ, it would seem.
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mention this in its place, if we reach to the end of it (the biography).
And Al-Malik al-Kémil, the king of Egypt (Misr) had gone out from
Cairo (al-Kéhirah), wishing for recreation and hunting, and he crossed
over to (the Province of) al-Gharbiah, and he journeyed in it making
for Alexandria. And he crossed the river () of Ablar @, and he saw the
hermitage of the hermit who was there. And he stood beneath it and
he shouted to him, and he (the hermit) conversed with him from above
it. And he (Al-Malik al-Kimil) made supplication to him and he
complained to him of a pain in his viscera. And he (the hermit) prayed
for him over good oil ®), and he gave it to him, and he said to him :
«If thou anoint the place of the pain, (thou wilt be relieved), and God
is the healer». And he (Al-Malik al-Kdmil) anointed with it the painful
(place), and he was relieved immediately. And he gave to him (the
hermit) something as a gift from his hand, and there was affection for
him in his heart. Then he returned to Cairo (al-Kahirah), and he
found a man of the Children of the Copts (al-Kibt), his name (being)
Ab#’l Fatth, and he designated him as Nist’l-Khilafat, known as Ibn
al-Mikdz. And Al-Malik al-Adil had employed him in the Diwin of the
Army, and he drew him near to him. And he (Abt’l-Fatth) used to
give as alms all what he possessed, and he would not save anything,
and he would do good to everyone who begged of him from among the
Christians (an-Naghrah) and the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and all the people
And he was never married, and he was perfect in every good work.
And he gave hospitality to a man, a priest, his name (being) David
(Datitid), known as Ibn Laklak @ from the inhabitants of the Fayim
(al-Faytm). And he was a virtuous, learned (man) (who) had read
the Old and the New (Testaments), and he disputed with the opponents
of his religion and he prevailed over them. And he became for Nisti'l-
Khilafat Abt’l-Fattih as a teacher, and he used to confess him. And
as for Abt’l-Fattih (he betook himself) to him, and news of him reached

BTt <isea T

@ Cf. E. Ambuseav, op. cit., p. 1.

@ [.e. olive oil.

® He became Patriarch of Alexandria, 1235-1243 A.D.
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of the going to his rest up to the day of the writing of this biography,
as said before. And this was by the order of God, as the father, Abba
(Anb4) John (Y&’nnis) prophesied through the Holy Spirit Who
spake through his pure month. And we shall explain here what occurred
with regard to the dispute between the Cairenes (al-Misriyin) concerning
whom they should set up as patriarch from among those who would
be fit, fulfilling the qualities and conditions to which the patriarchal
canon (xavely) testifies. The first of them (is) that he should be a virgin,
(and) that he should not have known the follies of youth, and that
there should be no witness * against him as regards frivolous speech,
and that there should be testified for him chastity and religion and
abundance of faith and learning and modesty, and that he should have
read the Old and the New (Testaments). And they were assiduous in
seeking one of this quality. And the Land of Egypt (Misr) was under
the rule V of the Ghuzz (al-Ghuzz) @, and the king over it (was) Al-Malik
al-Adil Abt Bakr Ibn Aiytib. And there was in his kingdom the Land
of Egypt (Misr) and its provinces, and Jerusalem ® and its provinces,
and from beyond () the River Euphrates (ai—Furét), Harran (Harran)
and Edessa (ar-Ruh4) and Nisibis (Nastbin) and Minbig and Amid
and Martyropolis (Maiyafdrikin) @ and all their provinces. And he
had many sons, and he gave the kingdom of the Land of Egypt (Misr)
to his son Al-Kdmil and his name (was) Muhammad, and he gave
Damascus (Dimagk) and Jerusalem ) to his son Al-Mu‘azzam, and his
name (was) Tsd al-Kuridi, and he gave Khildt © to his son Al-Agraf
Misd, and he distributed the cities which were in addition to them
to the rest of his sons ; and it is said conecerning him that he had twenly
sons, and he gave the Yemen (al-Yaman) to Akis, a son of his son Al-Malik
al-Kdmil. Then he died, after he had arranged affairs, and we shall

& Lit, ¢ kingdom ’.

® The Ghuzz here will mean the Kurds.

© Lit. « the Holy House .

@ Lat. ¢ behind .

® For these cities, cf. p. 162, n. 2.

) Situated at the north-west end of Lake Van, f. R. Grousser, L’Empire du
Levant, map facing p. 106.
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patriarch, that he went to his rest on Friday, the twelfth of (the month of )
Ttbah (in the) year nine hundred and thirty-two of the Pure Martyrs (!
which corresponds to the sixteenth of (the month of) Ramadén (in the)
year six hundred and twelve. And T began with the writing of this
biography (on) Monday, the seventeenth of (the month of) Baramtidah
(in the) year nine hundred and thirty-seven 2 which corresponds to the
eighteenth of (the month of) Safar (in the) year six hundred and eighteen.
The See has remained vacant, without a patriarch, up to this date ),
five years and three months, and what will be in excess of this will be
added to it at the time of the consecration of the patriarch whom the
Master Christ (al-Masih) shall set up to pasture His people, as the
saintly Abba (Anb4) John (Yr4nnis), the patriarch, prophesied. Like-
wise, it was my father (who) was among those of the elders (a:"s—.‘giyﬁkh)
of Cairo (Misr), who were present on the day of his ¥ going to his rest,
(who) informed me that, one day before his @ death, he © swooned
for about three hours. Then he ) opened his eyes, and he conversed
with those who were present with him, and he asked them concerning
Manstr his @ disciple, and he was sick. And they said to him «He died».
And he said to them : (Shroud him and bury him, for to-morrow I shall
be with him». Then he swooned a second time. Then he opened his
eyes, and he said to those who were present with him : «There will
be between you after me a great dispute concerning whom ye will set
up @, and the See will be without a patriarch for a long time, until
Christ (al-Masih) will set up for you a man, whence he comes, ye know
not, and his day will be tranquil, and the Spirit of God will be in himy.
Then he went to his rest the next day, and they buried him in Hibis (7
at Cairo (Misr) beside the tomb of Zacharias (Zakhdrids) the patriarch.
The See was, and has remained vacant without a patriarch from the day

M — 1216 A.D.

® = 1221 A.D.

I SR DO EATT)

® Le. the patriarch’s.
® Le. the patriarch.

©) I.e. as patriarch.
@ Cf, p. 203, n. 2.
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(the month of) Tdbah (in the) year nine hundred and thirty-two of the
Pure Martyrs (! — may his prayers protect us. Amen! And this father,
the patriarch, heard, while he was alive, that Abba (Anb4) Zacharias
(Zakharias) the patriarch, when he went to his rest, had commanded
that his (John’s) holy body should be buried in Hibis @ below the
tomb of Zacharias (Zakh4rids) the patriarch, and he (John) was buried
in the cemetery of Hibis @ in Cairo (Misr), and they (are) both in it
up to the day of the writing of this biography; and peace (be to you),
and glory to God always, for ever, eternally. Amen !

*WE BEGIN WITH HIS AID AND THE EXCELLENCE OF HIS ASSISTANCE TO EXPLAIN
WHAT OCCURRED IN THE REGION (xAipa&) oF Eeyer (Misr), axp wiar pereLy
THE PEOPLES WO BELIEVE IN Christ (Ar-Masta) awp wro wnive v 1,
FROM THE TOWER OF Damigrra (Dumvir) ® 1o tHE TowER oF Aswan
(Aswix) ("), AFTER THE DEGEASE OF THE BLESSED FATHER, THE PURE VIRGIN,
Asea (AnsR) Jomn (YO'Awmis) tue parriarce — may Gop Give mest 10
HIS SOUL WITH THE RIGHTEOUS !

I recall what reached my knowledge of it in matters which were
brought to me about this biography, and the duration of the remaining
of the See without a patriarch, as Abba (Anb4) John (Y&’4nnis) had
prophesied concerning this. And when the time was prolonged, I feared
that I might die without explaining this ®. And God accorded to me
a respite until I heard it (the news), and I learned (it), and I saw (it).
And I should be as though I forbade myself to record the mercy of God,
and I should be parsimonious towards others than myself with regard
to it (if I did not do so). And I gave priority to the goodness of God,
and I sought from Him aid to me for this, relying on His forgiveness,
and trusting in His favour, for He is over all things. And I mentioned

at the end of the biography of Abba (Anb4) John (Yirdnnis), the

W= 21 6EARD)

® Cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, pp. 131 and 135,
® Cf. E. AmEuneav, op. cit., p. 116.

® Cf. E. AmériNeav, op. eit., p. 467.

® Lit. ¢ and had not explained it ’.
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*Fol. 228> who (were) evil-disposed, * but no one dared to utter a word nor stretch
out his hand, on account of the fear of Al-Malik al-KAmil — may God
perpetuate his days! And after this, there came a monk from the
Monastery of Abba (Abti) Macarius (Makér) () from the Gell of Saksik
(and) he wrote to him (Al-Malik al-KAmil) a report concerning the
patriarch, saying in it, that every year there was borne to the patriarch
much money from the bishops ; and (that it had been) the custom with
the patriarchs who were before him to expend from their wealth on the
ships of the fleet. And the most high judge (al-KAdi), possessor of the
Diw4n, took the report from him and submitted it to Al-Malik al-Kémil,
and he said to the most high judge (al-Kid1) : «O judge (Kadi), if another
than we were oppressive, we ourselves shall not be like him. Let this
monk go to his monastery until we send for him». And the most high
judge (al—I_{édi) went out to him, and he said to him what Al-Malik al-Kamil
had said. And he (the monk) went out shamefaced, and God preserved
the father, the patriarch, from his wiles. And there occurred m the
days of the life of this father, in the way of difficult affairs, wars and
dearness, and famine which we have mentioned before, and if we were
to record what happened in the days of his leadership in all the lands
of Egypt (al-Misriyah) we should not reach this, nor should we attain
to it. However, we have included this biography which we took over
from those who were before us, from our predecessors, and what came
to our knowledge from hearing reports of our trustworthy elders
(Siytkh) (who came) to the city of Al-Mahallah ), since we dwelt in it
and we stayed in it. And apart from us, news was spread from our
faithful brethren who resided at Cairo (al-Kahirah) and Cairo (Misr),
of what they had witnessed in truth, and knew of a certainty. Then the
blessed father, the mentioned Abba (Anba) John (Y(’4nnis), went to
his rest on Friday, the sixteenth of (the month of) Ramadin (in the)
year SIX hundred and twelve which corresponds to the twelfth of

W Cf, p. 167, n. 4. MS. P adds ¢ another dissolute monk from the Desert
of Abba (Abt) Macarius (Makir), and he stood before Al-Malik al-Kémil ; and his
name was ¢ ‘Abd al-Masih, the painter ’.

® Cf. H.G. Everyx Warre, op. cit., vol. II, pp. 362-383.

®) Cf, B. AnkuNcav, op. cit., p. 262.
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and his religion and his faith, that he may read for us what is written
on these vessels. And they caused to be brought a man from the
inhabitants of Alexandria, his name (being) Peter (Butrus) Ibn John
(Yahannd), (who) had been a deacon in the Church of the Lady at it,
and (who) had professed al-Islom. And he read to Al-Malik al-K4mil
the Goptic Which was on the chalices and the patens and the crosses and

the spoons W, the name of every one who had done something on it
And Al- Mallk al-Kdmil was amazed at this, and he commanded that
three elders (Siyﬁkh) of the monks should sware that these vessels

were not found i a well, and they sware. And they caused to be brought
the builder who had dug for them the well and built it, and he was
a Muslim (Muslim) man. And he witnessed before ®) the Sultan that
(it was) he who had dug the well and had built it, and (that) there was
nolhlng m 1t, and the Sultan believed him. And, thereupon, Al-Hakim
Abt Sakir said to Al-Malik al-Kamil «0 our Sire, there was a report
to Al-Malik an-Ndsir Salih ad-Din — may God have mercy upon him ! ®) —
concerning these vessels, and he caused them to be brought, and he
understood the falsehood of the reporter, and he returned them to
their monastery ©). Thereupon, Al-Malik al-Kdmil returned them,
and he commanded them to be delivered to the patriarch. And he
(the patriarch) took them, and he placed them on salvers on the heads
of carriers, and he bought many candles, and he went round all the
streets of Gairo (al-Kéhirah) and its markets, and many people ©) of
the Christians (an-Nasird) swrounded them, and he went up with
them to Cairo (Misr), and he went round its strects and its markets,
and the Christians (an-Nagdrd) cried out with supplication for the
Sultan, and it was a very great, celebrated day. And the procession
with the Crosses in its markets and its streets was hard to bear for those

W Cf. 0.H.E. KHS-Bunmester, The Egyptian or Coptic Chureh, p. 24.

@ The name of the donor is often inscribed on the sacred vessels in the Coptic
Church.

®) Lit. « between the hands of .

' An expression which is used, when speaking of one who is deceased.

® Gf. HPEC., vol. III, part I, p. 58.

® Lit. ¢ creatures .
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the truth, thinking thereby that he (the Sultan) would agree to his
oppression ; and we have nothing of the vessels, except a chalice of silver

or a paten of silver or a silk veil ( to cover with it the altar @ at the time
of the Offering (al-Kurbén) ®), and all of them (are) for use at the
Offering (al-Kurban) ). The Christians (an-Nagird) provided for them
and sent them, and the name of every one of them is written on what
he made ). And the witnesses said to him : «If it be true what thou
hast said, then Al-Malik al-KAmil is just — may God perpetuate his
kingdom | — and it appertains to his justice that he will take nothing
of them. Quieten thy heart and the hearts of thy companions, and bring
them (the vessels) so that we may see them and may know that thine
adversary has lied with regard to what he related concerning you,
when what is in the way of writing on them has been read». And this
happened through the design of God. And the head of the monastery
arose from before ¥ the witnesses, and he disclosed the place, and he
caused to be taken out the vessels, and the witnesses recorded them all
on sheets of paper, and they bore them to Cairo (al-Kéhirah), and they
brought them before © Al-Malik al-Kémil, and he read all of them.
And there was among all a fine crystal water-wheel (sakiah) of marvellous
workmanship and a net of pearls. And al-Malik al-Kdmil brought
experts in jewelry and cloth-merchants, and they valued the jewelry
and the silk veils and all the vessels. And he who was present recorded
that they were valued at three thousand dindrs in brief, and, perhaps,
(their) worth surpassed that. And Al-Malik al-K&mil caused the patriarch
Abba (Anb4) John (Yiihannd) to be brought, and he delivered to him
all the vessels, after he had said : «Seek a Christian (Nagrént) man who
has professed al-Islim and has accepted the religion of al-Isldm by
consentment, and (who) is renowned in it for his trustworthiness

M This is the veil called «Hpoo@éperws, cf. O.H.E. KHS-Bunmester, The
Egyptian or Coptic Church, p. 23.

® The term ¢ hatkal ’ is strictly applied to the sanctuary, but it is often extended
to the altar.

@ Le. the Divine Liturgy.

® The donor’s name is often inscribed on sacred vessels.

® Lit. « between the hands of °.
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his worth Minyat Ghamr , and he resided in it for a time, after the
journey of the Sultan. Then he presented himself to Al-Malik al-KAmil,
and he said thal the monks had dug a well in the Monastery of Abba
(Abtt) Macarius (Makér) @, and (that) they had found in it a treasure
and vessels and much jewelry, and (that) the monks had brought a
Muslim (Muslim) builder (who) built for them the well, and (that)
it was he who had dug it. It was the aim of the monk John (Ydhannd)
that Al-Malik al-KAmil should take all the vessels of the monasteries,
when he had completed taking the vessels of the Monastery of Abba
(Abt) Macarius (Makér) . And the Master Christ (al-Masth) manifested
the virtues of the Saint Abba (Abt) Macarius (Makdr), and He repelled
this shameless (one) from His beloved and His saints (as) despicable
and vile. Ie did not reach his aim, and this (because) he said to Al-Malik
al-Kdmil that it was a treasure from the time of the Greeks (ar-Réim),
and his saying thus was arranged by God to prove him a liar and for
the sake of safety. And Al-Malik al-Kémil delegated with him three of
his @ mamluks (mamlik) and with them witnesses, and they journeyed
to the monastery in a great company. And the shameless (one) did not
know the place of the vessels, because they (were) hidden under the
ground, and (no one) knew their place, except the head of the monastery
or another man of the trustworthy elders. Then John (Ydhannd)
seized a group of monks in whose cell (xeAiioy) there was jealousy,
and he chastised them. And when the head of the monastery knew
that, if he delayed in revealing the vessels, he (John) would overcome
the monks by chastisement, and would cause them to depart from their
religion, he hastened and presented himself before @) the witnesses,
(and) he said to them and to the soldiers who (were) with them that
* this man © (John) had reported a lie to the Sultan ® and had altered *Fol, 227 v

(1) Unidentified.

DECEp 67 A

® < his ’ 1s added from MS. P.

® L. ¢ between the hands of °.

&) MS. P has ¢ monk ’.

) MS. P adds ¢ may God perpetuate his kingdom ’.
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to him (as) his worth Minyat Ghamr (V. And he resided in it esteemed
for three years, and he used to pray with the Muslims (al-Muslimin)
in the mosque (aIL(“}émi‘) at it and the prayer houses (al-Mas&gid). And
after this, he remembered his religion and his monkhood, and he
repented. And he bought a piece of coarse cloth and a scarf (pandiieov),
and he took them and he went and he stood before Al-Malik al-Kamil,
and he said to him : (These (are) my burial-clothes, whether thou
killest me or givest back to me my religion». He signed a favourable
decision for him to all the governors (al-Wult) to give back to him his
religion ; and he (the monk) wore the garments of monasticism, and
he manifested the religion of Christianity (an-Nasrdniah), and he
remained thus for a time, until it happened that a Christian (Nagrdni)
man from the inhabitants of Upper Egypt (as-Sa‘id) professed al-Islam.
Afterwards, he (the man) remembered his religion, and he repented,
and he took his shroud, and he stood before Al-Malik al-“Adil, before
his journey to Damascus (Dimasgk), and he said to him : «Give back
to me my religion, as thy son, Al-Malik al-Kdmil, gave back to the monk
his religion, and wrote for him that no one should oppose him». And
when Al-Malik al-“Adil heard his speech, he commanded that he should
be delivered up to the Governor (Walt) of Cairo (al-Kéhirah), and that
he should inflict punishment upon him until he died, or renewed his
Islim. And he professed a second time al-Isldm, and he did not endure
the punishment. And Al-Malik al-“Adil caused to be sent immediately
a mamluk (mamltk) to the Monastery of Abba (Abt) Macarius (Makér) (),
and he commanded that he should take John (Ythann4), and if he
professed al-Islam, (it was well), otherwise, he should behead him
and bring it (the head) to him. And the mamluk (mamltk) went to the
Monastery, and he took him and he said to him : «Choose what thou
wilt, either al-Isldm or death», and he (the monk) professed al-Islam.
And he went out from the Monastery with the mamluk (mamldk), and
he brought him to the Sultan Al-Malik al-“Adil, and he renewed his
Islam before him ), and he (Al-Malik al—‘f&di]) returned to him (as)

™ Unidentified. ® Cf. p. 167, n. 4. @ Lyt ¢ at his hand ".
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Al-Malik al-*Adfl was assured of his journey, he went from Agmfim (1),
and he descended at Al-‘Abbassah ), and he summoned the soldiers
that they should make ready their baggage to journey to Syria (a3-Sm).
And Usdmah journeyed with the Arabs (al-‘Arab), and they betrayed
him, and they delivered him up to Al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam, and he delivered
him to his father Al-Malik al-Adil. And Al-Malik al-‘Adil had journeyed
to seek him, as we have said before. And when God caused him to
triumph over him, he went to the Fortress of Katikab ), and he des-
cended at it, and he besieged it, and the mamluk (mamltk) of Usdmah
who (was) in it delivered it up ; and he carried off all what (was) in it
in the way of money and grain and arms to (a place) other than 1t. And
he demolished it, and he carried away its stones to (a place) other than
it, and it was the fortress (on) the mountain of Natrun (an-Natrdm) @),
(and) he (ve)built it with them. And he turned to Damascus (Dimask)
in (the) year six hundred and nine ®), after he had taken Usdmah and
had taken the rest of his fortresses, and they were the Fortress of
Safad © and the Fortress *of ‘Agltin ) and others than them (of) *Fol. 227r
which we do not know. And statements about the affair of UsAmah

differed ; some people said (that) he killed him, (and) some people
said (that) he was confined in the Karak ', in the days of this patriarch ).
And after these calamities, a monk from the Monastery of Abba (Abt)
Macarius (Makér), from the Cell of Batarirkhus 19, his name was John
(Yithannd), professed al-Isldm before 10 Al-Malik al-KAmil, and he paid

Cf. E. AwtuiNesv, op. cif., P07
CGf. Omar Toussoun, op. cit., p. 58.
SR CERD 05
) (00 o, 87, s
=819 101 O SEANT):
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@ Cf. B. Meistervany, op. cit., p. 611.
® CI. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 123.
 Le. John VI. ¢ in the days of this patriarch ’ is added from MS. P.
49 Cf. H.G. Everyy Warre, op. cit., vol. II, pp. 362-381, but with the reading
¢ Birbirhus ’.
@0 Lit. ¢ at the hand of °,
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the mamluk (mamltik) of Usdmah who was in the fortress revealed the
case to his wife, and he said to her : «We will take this large sum of
money, we shall live by it, and we shall purchase with it fiefs and
property. And Al-Mu‘azzam has sworn to me that he will not send me
out from it; and that my rule shall be over it and over other than it
of his fortresses, and that he will give to me a trumpet (btk) and a
standard, and I shall be with him as his ) equerry». And his wife said
to him : «Good, do what thou wilt», and she knew how to write, and
she rose up immediately, and she wrote to lbn Usdmah, and he was
staying in the fortress of Safad ), making known to him the case, and
she said to him : «Hasten, and go in advance to the fortress, otherwise
Al-Mu‘azzam will precede thee to it». And he rose up, on learning the
contents of the letter, and he went in advance, going to the fortress,
and he took the mamluk (mamlik), and he put fetters on him, and he
cast him into the dungeon which is in it. And on the morning of the next
day Al-Mu‘azzam came to it, and Ibn Usimah greeted him from its ®
summit, and he said to him : «Behold, our Sire hath honoured us by
his passing through our land». Al-Mu‘azzam said to him : «I wish to
hunt». Tbn Usimah said to him : «Thou hast missed (the quarry)»,
and he laughed at him. And then instantly (he set out) for Egypt
(Migr) until he met his father, and he informed him about the case.
And when news reached ‘Izz ad-Din Usdmah about what had occurred
with Al-Mu‘azzam, he took his troops, and the common people mentioned
that three other amirs journeyed with him, and that he journeyed to
Syria (aé—gﬁm) with about two thousand horsemen. And some people
said that he was going to his fortresses, and some people said that he
was going to Aleppo (Halab) to Al-Malik az-Zahir. And this (was) in
(the) month of Saban (in the) year six hundred and nine @ ; and they
mentioned that Al-Malik al-Kdmil journeyed in pursuit of him with
troops and mangonels to besiege him in his fortresses. And when

M The MS. reads by error ¢ my .
@ Cf. B. Mestermany, op. cif., p. 560,
® I.e. of the fortress.

M =1213 A.D,
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wind was favourable to them, and they returned to their land with
their spoil.  And the enemy had also invaded ) the Land of Egypt
(Misr) in the days of this father once before from the side of Rosetta
(Fim Ragid) ), and it did (the same) in it, and in Fah ), in Hatrah,
and 1 Birah %), and both these times the enemy succeeded in them,

and they took spoils from the frontiers of the Jand, and they returned
safe ; and (it was) the order of God — praised be He! what He wills
He does. And after these things, the Sultan returned to the Land of
Egypt (Misr) in (the) year six hundred and eight 9, and he remained
m it. And when it was in (the month of) Ragab (in the) year six hundred
and nine ®, he went out hunting in (izah @, and with him * his son

Al-Malik al-K4mil. And he journeyed on the paved way ©®) to Alexandria,
and he entered it, and he examined its walls and arranged 1its affairs,
and he went out from it, after he had stayed in it twenty days. He
crossed over to the land of (the Province of) al-Gharbiah ® and passed
through its towns and examined their causeways, and he crossed over
from it to the eastern land (province). He went to Damietta (Dumy4t)
and examined its walls and its fortifications and its towers, and he
bestowed robes of honour on the builders and the engineers. And he
went out to ASmin (9 and descended at it, and his son Al-Mu‘azzam
came to him, and he informed him that he had sought to take the
Fortress of Katkab (1) from ‘Izz ad-Din Usdmah, because he had bought
it from the mamluk (mamlﬁ]{) of UsAmah who (was) in it, for ten thousand
dindrs, and it was settled that he should deliver it up to him. And

Lit. ¢ trod .
Cf. Omar Toussoun, op. cit., p. 5h.
CGf. Omar Toussoux, op. cil., p. 97.
Wi, 1108w A
M= 241-1219 A D!
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Cf. E. Amkvineav, op. cit., pp. 182 and 170.
") This is the stronghold Belvoir of the Crusaders,
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which many belonging to the Sultan, their value (being) five thousand
dinérs, and (other pieces) belonging to a man, a judge (KAdi) called
“Ali. They mentioned that he had resided in it (Béirah) for two years.
He used to manufacture and produce turbans @), they said, for ten
thousand dindrs, and they said more than that. And as for the mhabitants
of the town @, it was not possible to know what they took belonging
to them in the way of turbans ), goods, bags filled with dinirs round
the waists of their women. And among all of them (was) the wife of
the Judge (Kadt) ‘Alf, judge of Bérah @, and there was around her
waist a bag of one thousand dinfrs. And when they had pillaged the
town @ and had killed and had taken captive those they could of it,
they burned some of it with fire, (and) all this (was) on the Monday.
And they disembarked from the ships tents, and they pitched them
before their ships on the land, (and) among them was a red tent
belonging to the king who was with them. And they began to pillage
and to kill and to take captive every one whom they found on the Monday,
the Tuesday and the Wednesday. And during this period no troops
went out to them, and no one fought against them, because the troops
of Egypt (Misr) were in Syria (aé—éém) with Al-Malik al-“Adil. And
Galdak, governor (wali) of Damietta (Dumyét) dared not cross over @
to them to fight them on account of the fewness of his soldiers, but
he barred the gates of Damietta (Dumyét) and he manned the wall with
the inhabitants of the town @ and his soldiers. And there was at
Damietta (Dumyét) cight warships of the fleet with the commander
Manstr. And he did not go out to them and he did not fight against
them. And when they saw that no one fought against them, they
became emboldened, and they knew that no one in the town @ would
oppose them, some of them crossed over in the fire-ships to the land
of Damietta (Dumydt), and they fought against it, and they did not
prevail over it in any way, and they returned to their ships. And the

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. 736.
@ Lit. ¢ country .
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@ I.e. the river Nile at Damietta.
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he (the king) caused him the metropolitan (al-Mutrdn) to reside in the city
of “Arafah. And he (the king) had two sons, the name of the elder was
Yabérak, and the younger A....®. And when it was the day of Monday,
the fourteenth of Baguns (in the) year nine hundred and twenty-seven
of the Pure Martyrs which corresponds to the twenty-fourth of Dhii’l-
Ka‘dah (in the) year six hundred and seven @, there arrived at Damietta
(Dumyat) *eighteen ships of the Franks (al-Afrang) (with) military
equipment. And they descended at the Monastery of Jeremiah (Irmy4)
which belongs to the Melchites (al-Malakiyin), which is near to Damietta
(Dumyét) the distance of a parasang (farasanh) @), on the side of the
western shore, the shore of Biirah ® and al-Hairah. And there was
among all the ships, a large transport-ship, its erew (being) one thousand
sailors and warriors, and two transport-ships for carrying the horses,
in each transport-ship fifty knights (horsemen), and seven warships
and eight fire-ships. They had been equipped from Acre (‘Akkd),
and they came out from it, (and) they descended at the mentioned
monastery. And their leader and their commander was a man called
Count Aflank ®). And there disembarked from the ships one hundred
knights (horsemen) and a thousand men. They divided into two
halves : fifty knights (horsemen) and five hundred men went to al-
Hairah. They killed and they took captives from its inhabitants, men
and women, (and) they pillaged it and they burned it with fire. And
fifty knights (horsemen) and five hundred men went to Birah®), (and)
they killed and they took captives from it, men and women ; and they
pillaged from it many objects, pieces of brocaded cloth (Sarb) 6) among

). This name is written without the diacritical points.

M — 1211 A.D.

® = between 3 and 314 English miles.

@ Cf. Omar Toussoun, op. cit., p. 73.

© The expedition which is described here is that which was undertaken by
Gautier de Montbéliand, ¢f. E. Brocuer, op. cit., p. 299. It cannot be that of Jean
de Brienne who disembarked opposite to Damictta on May 29th, 1218 A.D.,
since in this expedition Damietta was not taken. Cf. R. Grousser, L’Epopée des
Croisades, p. 296 sqq., et R. Grovsser, L’Empire du Levant, pp. 254-255.

® For a description of this brocade, cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and
Monasteries of Egypt, pp. 62-63.
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than the other, (and) all who knew the two of them testified to their
virtue. And the names of the two of them (were) Isaac (Ishak) and
Joseph (Ytsif), from the inhabitants of al-Bastamir . And he (the
patriarch) consecrated Isaac (Ishak) ®, and he was the younger
metropolitan (Mutrén), and he ordained Joseph (Yisif), and he was
the elder, a priest, and he caused him to journey with him. And this
(was) on the second Sunday ® of the Holy Lent, the eleventh of (the
month of) Baramhit (in the) year nine hundred and twenty-six of the
Righteous Martyrs (), which corresponds to the ninth of (the month of)
the blessed Ramad4n (in the) year six hundred and six of the Lunar
(Year). As for Kiil Ibn al-Malabas, the excommunicated metropolitan,
(al-Mutrén), he descended from the Church al-Mu‘allakah ©® with great
shame, and he was shrieking and putting dust on his head. And he
went on his way thus; and he was deprived of the metropolitanate
(al-Mutranah) and the episcopacy on account of the misuse of his steward-
ship. And as for the new metropolitan (al-Mutrén) and his brother the
priest, the messengers of the king took them, and they went with them
with honour and peace to the city of “Arafah, the city of the king, for

which he had been consecrated the metropolitan (al-Mutrdn)(®), and over
all Ethiopia (al-Habagat), and Joseph (Yasif), the brother of the
metropolitan (al-Mutrén) (was) the priest ?. And the name of the king
at that time was Lalibala (Lalibalah) Ihn Senouti (éanﬁdah) ®), and its
interpretation (is) «The Lion», and the name of his wife (was) Kebra
Maskal (Masghal Kabr) of which the interpretation (is) «Great is the
Cross». And the race of the king (was) the tribe called An-Nakbah, and

® In the Province of Dakahliah, cf. Omar Toussoun, op. cit., p. 300.

® Cf. M. Cuaine, La Chronologie des Temps Chrétiens de l’E’gyp.tc el de I’Ethz'opie,
Paris, 1925, 'p. 268, line 2.

) MS. P has ¢ in the second week .

® — 1210 A.D.
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©® MS. P has ¢ patriarch °.

™ For ¢ the brother — priest’ MS. P has ¢ brother of Isaac (Ishak) the new
metropolitan (al-Mutrdn), priest ’.

® Cf. M. Cmaing, op. cit., p. 246.
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bearest it to us?» And he (the patriarch) sware (that) he would not
take it, and he (the king) took an oath on the life of his father Al-Malik
al-“Adil that he would accept it, and he accepted it. He commanded
the withdrawal of the men of the messenger, and (he requested) that
the patriarch should consecrate for them a metropolitan (Mutrdn) and
not detain them (the messengers). And he (the patriarch) went out
from the presence of Al-Malik al-K4mil and he returned to Cairo (Migr),
and he caused to be brought the priests of Cairo (Misr) and Cairo
(al-Kahirah) and their archons (dpyaw), and he assembled a great
assembly. And the Muslims (al-Muslimin) at Cairo (al-Ké&hirah) overheard
what had happened to the patriarch with Al-Malik al-KAmil, and that
he (the patriarch) had gone up to Cairo (Misr) to consecrate a metro-
politan (Mutrdn). And they hired every beast at the Gate Zuwailah @
and other than it of the gates, and they went up to Cairo (Misr); and
the hire of an ass from Cairo (al-Kéhirah) to Cairo (Misr) reached three
dirhams, so that they might go to view (the ceremony). And when the
Church al-Mu‘allakah @ was filled with people ®), Christians (Nasird)
and Muslims (Muslimin), he stopped it (the ceremony), and he dismissed
the people of both parties ). The patriarch caused to be brought Kiil
Ibn al-Malabas, the former metropolitan (al-Mutrdn), and he deposed
him from the metropolitanate (al-Mutranah), and he was displeased with
him, and he removed him. And it was, when the messenger of the
king arrived, (that) there came two brothers, monks of the Monastery
of Abba (Anb4) Antony (Andimah) ®), and he (the patriarch) delivered
the two of them to the disciples. And they had reached to the limit
of virtue and asceticism, renunciation of the world and solitude and
1solation from the monks in the monastery, and assiduity in prayer,
night and 'day, and humility and service for their brethren without
complaint or weariness. One of the two of them (was) more learned

" Cf. D. Russerr, Medieval Cairo and the Monasteries of the Wadi n’ Natrin, p. 150.

® Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, 4 Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp- 23-31.

@) Lif. ¢ creatures .

) J.e. the Christians and the Muslims.

© Cf. O.F.A. Mearous, Monks and Monasteries of the Egyptian Deserts, pp. 31-88.
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wear it ; and if he (the King of Ethiopia) knew that he would wear it
and sit with it, he would have ornamented it with jewels the value of
which would be the tax of all the Land of Egypt (Misr)». And Al-Malik
al-Kdmil marvelled at his speech, and he asked him concerning the
king @ and his troops and his wars. Then the messenger took out a
letter for him from the king to the Sultan, and he said to him : «If thou
read his letter, thou wilt know how he is and how are his troops». And
when he had read the letter of the king, he found from its contents that
he was asking the Sultan to go to the venerable, great, notable patriarch,
describing the virtues of the patriarch and saying ¢ all the kings and
all the world ’— and saying to the Sultan, ¢and thy kingdom, O King,
are preserved through his prayers, so guard him, and honour him,
and propose to him that he should consecrate for us a metropolitan
(Mutrdn) other than the metropolitan (al-Mutrdn) who was with us, and
never to send him back to us’. And when Al-Malik al-K4mil learned
of the contents of the letter, he proposed to the patriarch that he should
consecrate for them a metropolitan (Mutrdn) other than him @ speedily,
and (that) he should not detain them (the messengers) with him. Then
he turned to the messenger and he said to him : I have read the letter
of your king, and he is an intelligent man — hold! Inform me of thy

saying to me, ¢ When thou hast read his letter, thou wilt know who he is’.

And the messenger said to him : «If I began to describe to thee his
virtues and his troops and his wars, and the support of God to him,
and (His) granting vietory to him over his enemies, the description
would be drawn out, but I shall abridge (it) for thee a little, that thou
mayest know from it the more. (It was) that, one day before my journey,
the king reviewed the troops of one of the amirs @), and I was standing
in his retinue, and their complement was sixty-thousand horsemen other
than their followers from among their youths * and their hangers-on.
And Al-Malik al-Kémil smiled at his saying, and he commanded (that)
the gift should be delivered up and he said to the patriarch : «Take
thy gift. How is it, the king sets apart for thee something, (and) thou

M [.e. the king of Ethiopia.
@ J.e. the former metropolitan.
® Lit. ¢ one amir of the amirs ’.
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on 1t much money, and he whitened it, and he made for it long corridors.
He who enters them becomes weary before he reaches their lowest
part and their highest part. And he fortified it, and he named it «The
Castle» W. And he used to isolate himself in it from the people, and
he did not go out, except from * Sunday to Sunday, riding to the
church (on) a high mule and the umbrella over his head and around
him and behind him horsemen and his men, about five hundred men
other than the priests and the people who followed him to the church.
And he would change when he went up to the sanctuary, his robes for
those woven with gold and ornamented with precious stones worth
much money. And he (the king) mentioned many words about him
with which I am not acquainted ; and this is (only) something of what
I heard from all the letter which reached the patriarch. And there
arrived in company with the priest Moses (Mtisd) the messengers of
the king, and there accompanied them a splendid gift and a crown of
gold for the patriarch, and a splendid gift for the Sultan, including
beasts, and they were an elephant, and a lion, and a giraffe and an
onager ; and (on) the day of their arrival there was a great rejoieing

with the patriarch. And Al-Malik al-"Adil was Sultan of the Land of Egypt
(Misr) in that year, and it was (the) year six hundred and six of the
Lunar (Year) ® which corresponds to (the) year nine hundred and
twenty-six of the Righteous Martyrs @. He (Al-Malik al—‘ﬁdil) was

absent in warfare against the city of Singar (Sinéér) (8 and was besieging

it with his soldiers. And his son Al-Malik al-K4mil was his representative
(ndib) in the Land of Egypt (Misr). And the patriarch took the messen-
gers and the gifts which arrived with them for him and for the Sultan,
(and) he bore all to him (Al-Malik al-Kmil). And he admired the
crown, and he said : «I did not think that with them (were) those
who made (such as) this». And the messenger said to him : «O Sire
King, we know the humility of the patriarch, and that he would not

@ The large XIXth century building in the Monastery Al-Mubarrak is called the
¢ Pachomian Castle ’, ¢f. O.F.A. Mewsrovs, Monks and Monasteries of the Egyptian
Deserts, Cairo, 1961, p. 304.
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patriarch) should write to the king a letter enquiring into the truth of
what he metropolitan (al-Mutrn) had reported. And the metropolitan
(al-Mutrdn) went to Cairo (al-KAhirah), and he stayed at the Church of the
Harat Zuwatlah @ with some people of the archons (#pxwr) who were
called the Sons of Gamal al-Kafih. And the father, the patriarch, wrote
to the king a letter and despatched it by the hand of @ the priest Moses
(Mtisd) and with him (was) one © of his disciples ; and he was absent
from him (the patriarch), going and coming, for the space of a year.
Then the answer returned from the king, and it said concerning the
mefropolitan (al-Mutrdn) that he had killed a priest (who was) senior
in his order (vd€is), chief of the ten priests who (was) in charge of
guarding the treasury of the metropolitanate (al-Mutranah). And the
reason for this (was), that he (the metropolitan) accused him that he
had taken a bar of gold from the treasury of the metropolitanate
(al-Mutranah). . And he had him stretched out @, and he ordered his
slaves to beat him, and they beat him before him without mercy, and
he continued to order them to beat him, until he (the priest) rendered
his spirit. And a company of priests asked him about him (the priest),
and he did not accept a question about him. And (it was) the relatives
of the priest whom he had killed, who had climbed up to him to kill
him in return for his killing of their companion. And as for Khalriin
whom the metropolitan (al-Mutrén) had consecrated bishop, the messen-
gers stated that he had died two months after the departure of the
metropolitan (al-Mutrdn) from their lands. And in that year it had not
rained ® in their lands, and, therefore, they had despatched the
messengers with a request for a metropolitan (Mutrén) other than
him. And (they said) that he (the metropolitan) had built in the city
which belonged to the king a dwelling-place in which he had planted

trees, and caused water in it to penelrate into its court, and he expended

m ¢f. 0.H.E. KHS-Burnesten, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 68-73.

® MS. P has ¢ of a man called ’.

® Lit. « a disciple .

® J.e. on the ground.

® Lst, ¢ rained a rain .
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and to trouble him and to intercede with him through the king, until he
consecrated him bishop of the city of the king. And when he had con-
secrated him, he used * to ride with the umbrellas as the metropolitan
(al-Mutrén), and he gained the priests over to him, and he began to
Judge among the people and to prevent the people from going to the
House of the Metropolitan (al-Mutrén), and they did not greet him (the
metropolitan), and they did not obey him in anything. And the king
had gone out from his city with his troops to war against his enemies ;
and Khairtn made a plot to kill the metropolitan (al-Mutrén). And some
people from among those with him @ intrigued against him, and they
climbed into the House of the Metropolitan (al-Mutrdn) @ at night to
kill him, and he escaped from them. And there followed him about five
hundred souls, companions of the metropolitan (al-Mutrdn), and slaves
whom he had purchased, and intendants and others than them to the
regions of the Cell (xeiov) of the metropolitan (al-Mutrén), and their
number according to what was mentioned, (was) about forty towns.
And when he had gone out from the city of the king and had journeyed
from it on the return to Egypt (Misr) for the space of three days, he
commanded the priests and the people who had come to take leave of
him (o return, and they returned. And the company of his companions

(was) about one hundred men, and they perished on the way from

hunger and thirst, because, when they went out from the lands of the
king, they came into lands other than his, from among the infidel kings.
And they endured great hardship from them, and they used to forbid
them transit through their lands, unless they took from them gold and
other things beside it, and the metropolitan (al-Mutrdn) did not reach
Egypt (Migr), except poor, and whatsoever was with him in the way
of wealth and souls perished, and there arrived with him from all
two male slaves and one female slave and a civet-cat, and the rest had
perished. And when the patriarch was informed of what we have
mentioned before, he ordered ® that he (the metropolitan) should
reside in some of the churches of Cairo (al-KAhirah), until he (the

@ ¢ those with him ’. MS. P reads ¢ his slaves °.
@ MS. P reads ¢ Metropolitanate ’.
@ ¢ he ordered ’ is added from MS. P.
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priests and bishops and a great number of troops and many people (.
When he reached the city of the king, all who (were) in it came out to
meet him, and they held @ over his head an umbrella woven with gold
and crowned with jewels, and they rejoiced with him exceedingly ©.
And when he celebrated the first Liturgy, they scattered over him
much gold, and they burned very much aloe-wood and ambergris in
the censer of the church. And they received him in the House of the
Metropolitanate (al-Mutranah), and they appointed for him ten priests
for his service and to guard what was in the way of supplies of the
metropolitanate (al-Mutranah) in the way of gold and silver and clothing
and books of the Church and other treasures, and stores in which were
the kitchen utensils for food and wheat and grains. And the king and
the amirs with him bore to him (the metropolitan) many horses and
mules for his riding, and for his service slaves and female slaves. And
the country had been deprived of rain, and when he (the metropolitan)
arrived and had celebrated the Liturgy, God accepted his prayers,
and He caused to descend the rain, and their joy in him increased, and
they feared him and they revered him. And the king used to ride at all
times to his house, and his (the metropolitan’s) esteem was magnified
with them, and he remained with them on this wise for four years.
And when it was in the fifth year, news of him (the metropolitan)
reached the father, the patriarch Abba (Anbd) John (Yd’4nnis), that
he (the metropolitan) had departed from the city of the king, and (that)
he had gone out from it to Egypt (Misr) to the Patriarchal Cell (xeAiov).
And this was displeasing to the father, the patriarch, and (his) opinion
continued to be divided and (his) heart was uneasy on account of it, until
he (the metropolitan) came to Cairo (Migr), and was present before @ him.
And he (the patriarch) asked him concerning the reason for his return.
And he mentioned that the queen, the wife of the king, had a brother,

his name (being) Khairtin and that she did not cease to importune him

M L. ¢ creatures .

@ Lit. ¢ they made .

@) Lit. © a great rejoicing °.

M Lit. ¢ between his hands '
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of his troops was * ten thousand, eunuchs and young male slaves, and * Fol. 224 r°
mamluks (mamélik); he descended (and) he purchased them with
his money. And when the letter came to him ) from the king of
Ethiopia (al-Habasah) ), as we have said at the beginning, that he should
request @) the patriarch to consecrate a metropolitan (Mutrdn), and that

he should cause him to journey with the messengers of the king, he
requested @ him concerning this. And the stay of the messengers was
prolonged with him (the patriarch), and he did not find anyone. And
he perceived that, if their stay continued longer ©), they would complain
to the Sultan ©), And he turned his mind @ to think of the bishops,
when he did not find one from among the monks and the laity who
complied with his intention. He agreed ® with those who were present
with him from among the companions and the archons (dpxwr) and
the priests on a man named Kil Tbn al-Malbas from the inhabitants of
Tikh Muthur @ from the provinces of al-Gharbiah. He had consecrated
him a bishop for the city of Fiah 19, and he was a virgin, learned in
the Old and the New (Testaments), of cheerful countenance, tall of
stature, with black eyes, brown in colour with redness, very handsome
in appearance, with a lisp in his speech (1), perfect in his members and
his knowledge. And he took him and he consecrated him metropolitan
(Mutrén), and he caused him to journey with the messengers of the
king. And those who journeyed with him and returned brought news,
that the king had met him (at a distance of) three days’ journey from
the city with robes of honour and marks of respect ; and with him (were)

M L. Al<Adil Abd Bakr Tbn Aiydb.

® MS. P omits ¢ of Ethiopia ’.

¢ Lit. ¢ should lay before ’.

™ Lit. ¢ laid before .

® Lit. ¢ increased ’.

@ ¢ to the Sultan ’ is added from MS. P.
@ Lat. © his heart ’.

® Lit. ¢ his opinion was agreed °.

® Cf. Omar Toussoux, La Géographie de I Egypte & I’ Epoque Arabe, p- 212,
9 Gf. Omar Toussoun, op. cit., p. 97.
44 L, ¢ a bite in his mouth .
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acceptable prayers, who were chosen by God and sustained by the Holy
Spirit Who dwells in their hearts 1 ! .

And the King of Ethiopia (al-Habasah) and Nubia (an-Nibah) had
sent messengers and they came to him (the patriarch) with a letter of
the king, asking from him that he should consecrate for them a metro-
politan (Mutrén), because the metropolitan (Mutrén) who was with
them had gone to his rest. And (it was) a custom of the king that, if
he sent messengers to the pafriarch, he would send with them a
splendid gift to the Sultan of Egypt (Misr) and a letter to him that he
should request the patriarch to consecrate the metropolitan (Mutrédn).
And when the messengers came to the patriarch, they stayed with him
about three months. And he would send his disciples to the monasteries
in Seetis (Wadi Habtb) and to other than them, and he would consider
whether (there was) with him in Cairo (Misr) and Cairo (al-Kéhirah)
one who was fit for the metropolitanate. And he did not find one, and
the messengers became impatient from the length of their stay with
him, and they resolved that they would make known to the Sultan the
story of their condition. And the kingdom of the Land of Egypt (Misr)
belonged to the kings of the Ghuzz (al-Ghuzz) ), and the king at that
time (was) Al<Adil Abt Bake Ibn Aiytib. And at that time there was
included in the Kingdom of Egypt (Misr) Jerusalem ), and all the
Littoral, except Acre (‘Akkd) and Tyr (Str) and some of the fortresses
and towns which remained to the Franks (al-Farang), and in his king-
dom there was also Damascus (Dimagk) and its provinces, and from
beyond ¥ the River Euphrates (al-Furdt) and Harran (Harrdn) and
Minbig and Nisibis (Nastbin) and Edessa (ar-Rubd) and a number of
places and towns the names of which are not known. And he was a
king just, cautious, powerful, and (he had made) many raids agaist
the Franks (al-Farang) and the Muslims (al-Muslimin ), and he conquered
cities and towns. And he had about fifteen children, and the number

M MS. P adds ¢ Your brother wished to inform you concerning it, (that) ye
might know that our fathers, the patriarchs ’.

® The Ghuzz here mean « Kurds».

® Lit. ¢ the Holy House ’.

® Lit. ¢ behind ’.
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of this father, it came to his knowledge that a priest from the inhabitants
of Al-Bagmitr () dwelt in the city of Alexandria and its @ priests used
to press him ) to celebrate the Liturgy in its churches, and he continued
on this wise for some time. Then there came a man who knew him,
from the inhabitants of his town @), to the father, the patriarch, Abba
(Aubd) John (Ydhannd), and he made known to him that the wife of the
mentioned priest had died, and (that) he had married a second (wife),
and that he had violated the Canon (xaveiy) of Holy Orders ®). And this
was very difficult for him © to support, and he interdicted the mentioned
priest, and he caused the churches to be closed in Alexandria. And
he wrote to the priests a severe letter, and they came to him to Cairo
(Misr). And he imposed hard conditions upon them, and this was
very hard for them to support, and they besought him and importuned
him through the archons (dpywv) of Cairo (Migr) until he forgave them.
And he laid it down @ that no stranger should begin again to act (thus)
among them ; and he took their signatures for this, and this continued
during all his days. And when God — His might and His greatness
be magnified! — provided a calm period for your brother who con-
cerned himself with this holy biography, he exerted himself in seeking
it (the biography) from every place, and he collected it, and he wrote
it with his hand ® for himself in his lifetime. He (your brother) was
acquainted in the days of this venerable father with an affair (which)
happened in the days of this patriarchate ®. And some of our fore-
fathers from among the elders (aé~éiyﬁkh) mentioned that the like of it
had happened in the days of those who had preceded him from among
the patriarchs. God grant to us and to you the acceptation of their

) Cf. E. AmtuiNesv, op. cit., p. 350.

@) Ie. of Alexandria.

&) Lat. ¢ to surround him ’.

@) [Lqt. ¢ his country ",

©) Lat. ¢ the priesthood ’.

@ [.e. the patriarch.

@ Lat. ¢ advanced to them ’.

® Lit. ¢ writing °.

® ¢ of his patriarchate’ is the reading of MS. P.
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conditions continued to last (during the) year (five hundred and
ninety-) seven and (five hundred and ninety-) eight . And when it was
in (the) month of Rabi‘a al-Awal (in the) year five hundred and ninety-
nine @), God beheld — His might be exalted — the ruin of the people ©),
and He had mercy upon them, and prices became normal. And bread
was sold at three ratls for a Cairene (Misrl) dirham, and at the village
ratl, a ratl for a dicham. And in (the month of) Rabi‘a al-Akhar six
(loaves) were sold for a dirham the Cairene (Misrt) ratl, and at the village
ratl, two ratls for a dicham. And the people returned little by little,
and they began to (re)bwild, and the glazers and the weavers and the
artisans began to work. And in (the year) (five hundred and ninety-)
nine @ bread was sold, eleven ratls for a dirham at the Cairene (Misri)
(ratl), and at the village (ratl) four ratls for a dirham. And prices
diminished, and the ways became safe, and people journeyed on land
and sea "), after the ways had been cut off, and no one had been able to
journey alone, otherwise ghouls would have eaten him, who were ghouls
of the sons of Adam ). And I take refuge in God from the wrath of God !
And this 1s what came to an end for us as regards information, and we
wrote this biography. And the father, the patriarch, — may God grant
to us acceptation of the blessing of his prayer! — was alive in (the
month of) Sawwal (in the) year six hundred and three of the Lunar
(Year) © which corresponds to the middle of (the month of) Basuns
(in the) year nine hundred and twenty-three of the Righteous Martyrs ©®
— may their prayers guard us and you! And there wrote with me Ibn
Abt Makérim Ibn Barakdt Ibn Abt’l-“Ul4 in his handwriting for himself ;
and he who is acquainted with * the going to his rest of the father
John (Ythann4) and knows something (which) is new in his days, let
him record it and complete thereby his biography. And glory to the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God ! 4 And in the days

M =1200-1202 A.D.
® — 1202 A.D.

@) Lgt. ¢ creatures ’.

@ J.e. the River Nile.
) I.e. human ghouls.

® 1207 A.D.
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Egypt (Migr). They would cast away the small children, a child of one
month, two months and three (months) and above this, in the mosques
(Gawé‘tml) and the prayer-houses (Masigid) and the ways and the
markets at night. Other women and men would come and would take
them in therr swaddling-clothes, (saying) : « We will foster them for the
sake of God», *and they would eat them, and some people fostered
them. And every day there used to be in the morning in the mosque
(Gaml ) of the village a great multitude of them, and the evening had
not come before they took them. And the guards used to calch many
women and with them pots, and they found in them the flesh of people,
small and great cooked, boiled and fried. And they led them to the
governors (wuldt), (and) they beat them, and some whom they found
had slaughtered and killed, they would kill them. And there was a
band of people, male youths, who used to stand in the markets, night
and day, and they used (o snatch away what the people bought, and to
sum up things, they ate one another, and the strong would prevail
over the weak and would eat him. And there did not remain any one
to bury any one in the earth. And death was held of little account, so
that (the dead) were thrown down in the streets and the lanes and the
ways, and (on) the mounds. And no one wept over another and no
woman mourned nor lamented, and pity was uprooted from the hearts
of the people, and hope was cut off from life, and despair took place.
And the people perished, and the cities were ruined, and the towns
were deserted, because the inhabitants of the towns left for the cities
to seek a means of livelihood, because no one remained to do any
work or to erect a building. And the strength of the people @ was

weakened through hunger and death, and none remained to beg, saying:
«For the sake of God a morsel or a bite !» but would say «For the sake
of God a crumb !». This was the saying of those who begged. And
the notables of the people in Cairo (Misr) and Cairo (al-Kéhirah) of
the military and the seribes and the generous people of the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) and the Christians (an-Nashrd) used to give alms to the
poor, and everyone did according to the means of his ability. And these

M Lit. ¢ creatures ’.
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Bedouins (al-Urban), and the taking of souls and wealth, so that if
a man of them died, his son or his brother or the dearest of people to
him left him fallen, and went on, and did not wait, so that he might
bury him in the sand, but saved himself with the people, and did not
look behind him and did not separate from his companion, lest he should
perish. And he who witnessed the decaying corpses of the dead people
informed me that from the gate of Bilbais ) to the gate of Gaza (Ghazzah) 2
they and their beasts and their cattle (were) one beside the other. And
there were three tribulations which God brought upon the Egyptians
(al-Misriyin) : dearness, emigration and plague, and this was (the
result of) the ambition of their Sultan and his wazir. Sifted wheat
reached a dindr for a wathah, and bread (was) for a half and a quarter
of a dirham the Cairene (al-Migri) ratl, and two dirhams and a warka
quarter for the local ratl. And barley (was) at twenty-five dirhams for
a waibah and beans (al-fal) at twenty dirhams for a watbah; and as
regards chick-pea and lentils and rambling vetch, they were few, and
he who found any of them would buy it for two dirhams and a quarter
a pot, and lupines (S¢puos) and trefoil at two dinérs an ardab. Then
soaked lupines (S#éppos) reached a dirham a pot, and people sold of
(their) furniture and possessions and dwellings and female slaves and
male slaves, and what (had) a value of a dinir (was sold) for a dirham.
And many people sold their sons and their daughters as slaves (Mamélik)
for service, and they offered the excuse, saying : «We sell them to him
who will feed them with bread, so that they may live by it better than
that they should die of hunger». And a son would snatch away bread
and other than it from the hand of his father, so that he might live
by it himself, and the father would snatch away from his son, so that
he might live himself. And they ate the flesh of dead animals, asses
and mules and horses and dogs and cats, and all rodents and beasts,
and living and dead birds. And nursing women were unable through
hunger to suckle, (and) they cast away their children in the mosque
(Gémi‘) of the village, and in others of the cities, in all the Land of

M Cf. B. Amfriveav, op. cit., p. 333.
@ Cf. B, Meistermany, op. et., p. 47.
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ad-Din) was from the people known as Bant Sukr, and his achievements
and his deeds passed from mouth to mouth @ and were witnessed by
eyes. And if we undertook to explain them, so as to understand some
(of the things) which occurred in the Land of Syria (aé—éamiah) @,
paper ) would be exhausted, though it is inexhaustible, and all tongues
and hands would not suffice ; and the nearest and the strangest of them
are what occurred in the Land of Egypt (Misr) in the year five hundred
and ninety-seven * of the Higrah ). And as regards what had belonged
to the Califs (Khulaf) of the Egyptian (al-Misriyah) State and its kings,
they gave it away ), and they assigned it in the way of alms to indigent
people and allowances to relatives and strangers, by which there was,
in the days of their State, equality between the poor and the powerful
and the rich and the weak, because their favour and their goodness
had reached to all people, their enemies and their friends. Then this
wazir (Safi ad-Din) counselled to cut all this, and he cut (it), and
God forbade the Nile (an-Nil) in that year to rise upon the Land of
Egypt (Misr). And all of it dried up from the tower (mtpyos) of Aswén ©
up to the tower (wdpyos) of Damietta (Dumyét) . And the amount
of what occurred of it ®) according fo the measure in that year was
thirteen cubits and eight fingers. And the country dried up and was
ruined and the subjects perished and were dispersed, and people @
were separated and dispersed, and many people @ went from the Land
of Egypt (Misr) to Syria (aé—éém) with their wealth and their children,
and they perished. And the Bedouins (al-"Urbén) seized them on the

way, and they died of cold and hunger, and from slaughter by the

M Lit. ¢ tongues circulated them ’.

@ MS. P adds ¢ of what (happened) in the Land of Egypt (al-Misriyah) did not
attain to what happened in the Land of Syria (ag-Samiah) ’.

) Lit. ¢ leaves °.
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silver which is used in the Land of Egypt (Misr). And he ordered that
none of the preachers in the Land of Egypt (al-Migriyah) should mention
Salah ad-Din nor any of his children, in a pulpit (minbar); but (that
they should mention the Calif (al-Khalifat) first, and Al-Malik al-Adil,
second, and his son, the heir apparent Al-Malik al-Kémil, third. And
there should mot be mentioned after this anything except the com-
pletion of the sermon (Khutbah), and the invocation, then the prayer.
And he made a grant to the preachers of the frontiers ) and (the
Provinces of) al-Gharbiah @ and Sarkiah ® and Kds® and the great
cities, to every preacher fifty dindrs, the price of a robe of honour.
and he made as wazir a man from the inhabitants of Damirah of
the South ®), named ‘Abd Allah Ibn ‘Alf. (He had been) a just
judge (Kddi) from his youth, (and he was) handsome of countenance,
perfect in stature, a jurisconsult, learned in the memorizing of the
Koran (Kur&n), possessing knowledge of the art of writing and the
collecting of wealth from where it was due, and conversant in accounts
and in presenting compliments to those in high positions. And he
designated him as al-K&di Saft ad-Din, and he named him as «Com-
panion». And he delivered to him the two States, the Egyptian (al-
Migriyah) and the Syrian (aé-Sﬁmiah), and he was zealous in both
of them, and he acted independently in both of them, so that he began
to employ (people) and to act and to order and to command and nothing
small or great was to be done without his knowledge and with the

confirmation of his signature, until it came about that Al-Malik al-“Adil
did not do a thing alone apart from him. And he (Al-Malik al—‘f;di]) did
not permit or forbid or approve of anything, except with his (Safi ad-

Din’s) opinion and his pen, and he reached to what the Gompanion
Ibn ‘AbAd, wazir of the Calif (al-Khalifat) at Baghdad (Baghd4d) had

not reached, that one who was named with his name ©. He (Saft

M a5 also means ¢ a port ’.
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went out with his brother Al-Malik al-Afdal ® ‘Al. And Al-Malik al-‘Adil
gave as a fief to ") Al-Malik al-Mustamir Khudr the Land of SuwA @
from the provinces of Damascus (Dimazk). And Al-Malik al-‘Adil was
established in the kingdom, after it had been arranged between him
and ) the Asadis (Asadlah) and the Saldhis (Saldhiah)® and all the
troops, that the son of Al-Malik al-‘Aziz should be Sultan of Egypt (Migr)
and other than it from the kingdom of his father and his grandfather,
and Al-Malik al-‘Adil should be the administrator of the State until he ©
should attain his majority ; because Al-Malik al-*Azfz had caused the amirs
and the soldiers to swear, before his death, that his son should be
Sultan over Egypt (Misr) after him. And his name was Yésif, and they
designated him as Al-Malik an-Ndgir ). And Al-Malik al-“Adil left him
in this condition for the month of Rafab of the mentioned year.
Then he journeyed with troops to Damascus (Dimask), their leader(s)
(being) ‘Tzz ad-Din Usdmah ® and Asad ad-Din, (going) secretly to
Singar (Sinkar) ); and with the two of them (there was) a great company
of soldiers, and they brought his son Al-K&mil 09 from it to the Land of
Egypt (Misr), and he made him Sultan over it. And there was borne
before him the saddle-covering 0, and this is an ancient tradition of
the kings of Persia (al-Furs) from the days of Chosroes (Kusrd) and
Sapor (Sabir) and Ardasin (Ardasin), kings of the dynasty of Chosroes
(al-Akdsirah). And he inscribed 42 his name on the coinage of gold and

@) Reading according to MS. P.

@ Cf. P.K. Hrrr, History of Syria, p. 412. The MS. reads ¢ Suwad ’.

@ Lit. < and between ’.
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eighty camels, wealth and vessels; and it isrecorded by one who witnessed
his departure, that none of his troops and his companions accompanied
him, or the amirs of his State, except Day&’ ad-Din, brother of the
jurisconsult Isd and his mamluks (mamélik), about fifteen horsemen,
and from the mamluks (mamélik) with Al-Afdal, about fifteen horsemen,
the total being thirty horsemen (). And he went to the Fortress of
Sarkhad ¥, and he is dwelling in it up to the day this biography was
compiled, in (the) year six hundred and three of the Lunar (Year) .
And he (Al-Afdal) departed, deprived of the kingdom of the Land of
Egypt (Misr) and Jerusalem @ and the Littoral and other places beside
them, between noon and the afternoon of Friday, the sixteenth of (the
month of) Rabi‘a al-Akhar (in) the year five hundred and ninety-six ©).
And this same day was the last of the days of the reign of Al-Malik al-
Afdal and the first day of the reign of Al-Malik al-<Adil (in) the Land of
Egypt (Misr) of the mentioned year. And praise be to God, the Eternal,
the Immortal King (Who) deposes kings and sets up kings, and grants
wisdom to a little child, Whose Kingdom does not perish, and to Whose
might there is no end! May He be honoured, and exalted! Praise be
to Him the Exalted!

Av-Mauix s1-Avi. ant Baxe, and his entry (into) Cairo (al-Kahirah)
was according to what we have said, (on) Friday, the sixteenth of (the
month of) Rabi‘a al-Akhar (in the) year five hundred and ninety-six ).
Some people thought that he did not enter, except (on) Monday, the
nineteenth of 1t (Rabi‘a al-Akhar) ®). And he descended at the House
of the Wizérat ), and the war came to an end, and the subject(s) * were
tranquillized, and the ways were safe. And Al-Malik al-Mustamir Khudr

M Cf. S. Lane-Poors, op. cit., p. 215.

@ Cf. E. Brocuer, op. cit., pp. 258, 259, 267.

9 =" 1906-1207 A.D.

@ Lit. ¢ the Holy House .

% = 1200 A.D.

Malkrizi says ¢ Saturday, the 18th of Rabi‘a al-Akhar °, c¢f. E. Brocuer, op. cit.,

p- 259.
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he took as spoil their riches, and he refrained from killing them, and
Al-Malik al-Afdal himself escaped, and he entered Cairo (al-Kéhirah),
and there followed him those of his companions whose horses were
swift. And when he entered Cairo (al-Kéhirah) he fortified it with men
and equipment. And Al-Malik al-“Adil pursued him, and he descended
with his troops at Matarfah (), and he sent his horses to the ferries of the
river. They seized them so that none of the soldiers could pass over to him
(Al—f\fc_la]) (and) succour him or enter Cairo (al-K&hirah). Then Al-Malik
al-‘Adil surrounded Cairo (al-Kahirah) with the troops in the half of (the
month of) Rabi‘a al-Akhar of the same @ year. And ® he sent to the
prominent amirs who were inside Cairo (a]—[{éhirah), who (were) of the
Asadis (Asadiah) and the Saldhis (Saldhiah) @, and a number of them
we knew and we have given their names, and many of them we did not
know. And those who were well-known of them (were) Saif ad-Din Azkug
and ‘Alam ad-Din Kurgi and Ghars ad-Din Yaman and Saif ad-Din
Sinkar ad-Diwdddr and Nésir ad-Din Khudr Ibn Bahrém, and the rest
of the troops which (were) inside Cairo (al-Kdhirah) with Al-Malik al-
Afdal. And he was kind to them ®) and they were disposed towards
him and they refrained from fighting him, and they left Al-Malik al-
Afdal alone in Cairo (al-Kéhirah) with a small party of his companions.
And a company of them went out to Al-Malik al-“Adil, and they became
reconciled to him, and they opened for him the gates of Cairo (al-Kéhirah),
and he entered into it on Friday, the sixteenth of (the month of) Rabia
al-Akhar (in the) year five hundred and ninety-six ©.  And he was
present in it at the prayer of Friday in its mosque (GAmi‘). And
when Al-Malik al-Afdal was assured (of this), he issued an order to the
troops, and he commanded the government (Datilah) to go out from
Cairo (al-Kahirah) (on) the morrow, Saturday, the seventeenth of (the
month of) Rabi‘a al-Akhar of the same year ©. And with him (were)

©) Cf. E. AmELizeav, op. cit., p. 246.
® Lit ¢ the dated °.

@ MS. P adds © in (the) year of its date, five hundred and ninety-six (A.H.) "
® Cf. page 147, note 1.

® Lit. ¢ he did good to their hearts °.

® = 1200 A.D. MS. P adds ¢ al-Higrah ’.
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hundred and ninety-six. Al-Malik al-“Adil hid in Damascus (Dimagk)
for the period of fifteen days, (and) no one of the people saw him, and
news was spread concerning him that he had gone out to direct the
Land of Egypt (Misr). Then there assembled Al-Malik al-Afdal Nir
ad-Din Alf and his brother Al-Malik az-Zahir Ghazi, lord @ of Aleppo
(Halab), and Taki ad-Din and Muzaffar ad-Din Ibn Zain ad-Din, and
they consulted as to what they should do, and they were decided
that Al-Malik al-Afdal Nar ad-Din should return to the Land of Egypt
(Migr) to guard it, and that if AlAdil came to him, the rest of them
would meet him with troops from behind him, and he (Al-Afdal) with
the troops in front of him, and he (Alg‘ﬁdil) would be in the midst.
Then Al-Malik al-Afdal returned to the Land of Egypt (Misr), and he
entered the city of Bilbais @) on the twentieth day of Rabi‘a al-Awal
(in the) year five hundred and ninety-six ), and he evacuated it of the
women and provisions, and there did not remain in 1t, except sellers
and merchants. And Saif ad-Din Azkuf the viceroy (naib) of him,
went out to him, and he was in Gairo (Migr)®), and with him a company
of soldiers. And after a few days, news arrived that Al-Malik al-‘Adil
had reached Kutaifah ©), and his (Al-Afdal’s) opinion and the opinion
of Salf ad-Din Askug was in agreement to fight him and to make war
against him. And he sent back all the heavy equipment to Cairo (al-
Kéhirah), and he met him with troops and horses devoid of heavy
equipment, and they fought in a place named A3 Samikh and Al-Arbt,
and they are two dwelling-places on the outskirts of Bilbais ), of the
dwellings of the Arabs (al-‘Arab), on Tuesday at noon, (on) the eighth
of (the month of) Rabi‘a al-Akhar (in the) year five hundred and ninety-
six 8. And the troops of Al-Malik al-Adil overcame the troops of Al-
*Fol. 221 v»  Malik al-Afdal, and God gave to him * the victory on that day. And

M Lit. ¢ owner ".

@ Lit. ¢ the opinion was decided by them ’.

® Gf. E. Amtrineav, op. cit., p. 333.

9 — 1199 A.D.

% MS. P has the reading ¢ Cairo (al-Kéhirah) .

© Cf. P.K. Hurrt, History of Syria, map facing, p. 412. The MS. has Kuffah.
™ Cf. E. AMELINEAU, 0p. cit., p. 333. Reading according to MS. P.

% = 1200 A.D.
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the Muslims (al-Muslimin) continued, and not one of them moved from
his position, and no one also from the Land of Egypt (Misr) moved,
and there was not lost toanyone in Cairo (al-Kéhirah) and Cairo
(Migr) anything, the value of which was a grain. And Ydsif Ibn al-Malik
al-‘Aziz was a young man (and) could not achieve the management of
the kingdom ; and they made as permanent king (him who) was present
and they designated him as Al-Malik az-Z4hir, viceroy (niih) of him
in the Sultanate. And he had not completed one month in it before
Al-Malik al-Afdal Ntr ad-Din ‘Alf, his uncle, arrived at Cairo (al-Kéhirah)
from the Fortress of Saint Gilles (Sangil) W, and he entered it (Cairo)
on Thursday, the seventh of (the month of) Rabi%a al-Awal (in the)
year five hundred and ninety-five @.

Ar-Mauix ar-Arpar “Aur reigned and was supreme ®, and he promoted
and he dismissed (as he willed), and he remained to the last day (sulkh)
of (the month of) Ragab of the mentioned year. Then he gathered the
troops, and he journeyed to Damascus (Dimask) seeking to take it
from his paternal uncle at the beginning of (the month of) Sa‘ban of
the mentioned year. And he found (that) his paternal uncle Al-Malik
al-Adil had preceded him, and had entered it (Damascus) two days
before his arrival, and had fortified it with men and equipment, and
he was not able to enter it ®. Then he sent to his brother, Al-Malik
az-Zahir, lord ©) of Aleppo (Halab) and son ® of Taki ad-Din, and to
Muzaffar ad-Din Ibn Zain ad-Din. And he (Al-Afdal) gathered the troops
of Syria (a3- bam) and the troops of ngpt (Mlsl), and he remained
besieging his paternal uncle Al-Malik al- ‘Adil in Damascus (Dimask)
from the beginning of (the month of) Sa’ban (in the) year five hundred
and ninety-five @ up to the last day (sulkh) of Safar (in the) year five

@ Cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, p. 208. The MS. reads Salkhid.
R 1 RGTATD;

@ Lit. ¢ he ordered and he prohibited .

) Cf. 5. Lane-Poove, op. cit., p. 215.

®) Lit. ¢ owner ’.

© MS. P. adds ¢ Sams ad-Din ’,
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overtaken ). And the horse trod with its fore-leg @ on the tail of the
dog, and the dog turned round under the belly of the horse and bit ils
testicles, and it (the horse) was startled by it, and it threw him (the
rider) with itself to the ground. And Al-Malik al-"Aziz fell from the top
of it (the horse), and was under it, and the horse came above him and
rolled over him with the saddle, and the pommel entered his breast and
his viscera, and he returned to Cairo (al-K&hirah) carried. And the
physicians were treating him, but no treatment availed for him, and he
died in the night ® of Sunday, the twenty-second (of the month) of
al-Muharram (in the) year five hundred and ninety-five . And of his
reign there were completed five years ten months and twenty days.
And praise be to God of Whose kingdom there is no extinction, and
His judgment is inscrutable, and through Him (is) assistance!

At-Mauik an-Nisie Yosie ). And there reigned after him (Saldh ad-
Din) his son Yisif, and they designated him with the designation
of his grandfather, Al-Malik an-Nisir, and he was the third king
from the descendants of Saldh ad-Din. And he was Yusif Ibn
‘Uthmén Ibn Yasif Ibn * Aiytb, king of the Land of Egypt (Misr),
and the Littoral, and Jerusalem ©, and what was in the hand of his
brother ™ (was) other than what was in the hand of the Franks
(al-Afrang), as regards Acre (‘Akkd) and Tyr (Str) and other places
than these. And his reign began ® on Sunday, the twenty-second
of (the month of) al-Mubarram (in the) year five hundred and
ninety-five ®. And the truce !9 between the Franks (al-Farang) and

M) L. ¢ was defeated ’.

@ Lit. « its hand .

® [.e. Saturday evening.

® = 1189 A.D.

® A son of Salih ad-Din.

© Lit. ¢ the Ioly House .

" MS. P has ¢ his father ’.

® Lu. ¢ his sitting in the kingdom was ’.
® = 1198 A.D.

9) ¢ truce > added from MS. P.
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the surroundings of the city of Tyr (Stir) and the city of () Acre ("Akk4)
and other cities than them of the cities of the Franks (al-Farang). And
Al-Malik al-“Adil and Al-Malik al-‘Aziz continued fighting with the
troops. And when it was in the last decade of (the month of) Gumada
al-Akhar (in the) year five hundred and ninety-four @, Al Malik al-*Aziz
returned and with him some of the troops to Egypt (Misr). And Al-
Malik al-Adil remained fighting them (the Franks), and he remained
killing them for two months. Then he made a truce with them on land,
but not on sea @, for a period of six years . Then he left them, and
he turned to Damascus (Dimask), because Al-Malik al-Aziz had bestowed
it on him. And he entered it, and he took possession of it, and he
remained in it for the rest of the year five hundred and ninety-four ©.
And when Al-Malik al-‘Aziz returned from Syria (aévéém) ©) to Egypt
(Migr), he dealt justly with the subject(s) in the Land of Egypt (Misr),
and he was good to them, and his affair became upright. And prices
were uncontrolled, and good wheat was sold at four ardabs for a din4r,
and barley and beans (al-fil) and the rest of the grains at ten ardabs
for a dindr. And when it was in 7 (the month of) al-Muharram (in the)
year five hundred and ninety-five ®), Al-Malik al-‘Aziz went out to the
wilderness of the Faytm @ to hunt, and he found a gazelle, and he
pursued it, and he had with him a dog of the hounds 1%, and the horse
on which he was 11 caught up with the hound 42, and the gazelle was

M ¢ city of* added from MS. P.
G 98T
) MS. P omits ¢ on land, but not on sea, for a period of six years ’ and has in
place of this ¢ and they made a truce with him ’.
“ Cf. S. Lane-Poor, op. cit., pp. 216-217.
® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, op. cit., p. 214.
@ ¢ from Syria’ added from MS. P.
7 ¢in " added from MS. P.
@ — 189 D)
® Cf. E. Amtrineav, op. eit., p. 337.
t% Lit. ¢ hunting dogs .
U Lit. ¢ which was under him ’.
8% Lit. ¢ hunting dog .
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al-“Adil pursued him, and Al-Malik al-‘Aziz closed the gates of Cairo
(al-Kéhirah) in his face ), and Al-Malik al-“Adil besieged him in it for
months. Then the Kidi al-Fidl came between the two of them, and
they were reconciled. And Al-Malik al-“Adil entered Cairo (al-KAhirah),
and he remained in it for four months. Then he returned to Damascus
(Dimagk) and with him Al-Malik al-‘Aziz, and they besieged it, and
they took 1t from Al-Malik al-Afdal “Alt, and Al-Malik al-"Aziz received it ).
And when it was in (the month of) Muharram (in the) year five hundred
and ninety-four @), ships of the Franks (al-Faranj;) reached Acre ("Akk4),
and they broke the truce. And Al-Malik al-“Adil @ hastened towards
them, at the beginning of their arrival ®), before * they should multiply
and enter the castles. And he descended on Jaffa (Yaf4) and fought
agamnst it for three days, and he conquered it ©. And he killed in it
mary people ), and he took captive more than those he killed. Then
the ships of the Franks (al-Farang) arrived, and there disembarked from
them on the Littoral many people . And many troops of them went
(and) they descended on the Castle of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) named
Toron (Tubnin)®. And Al-Malik al-“Adil wrote a letter to Al-Malik
al-“Aziz informing him about this, and requesting him to cause to come
to him the troops of Egypt (Misr). And Al-Malik al-‘Aziz journeyed to
Syria (aé—gém) with the troops in (the) month of Rabi‘ al-Awal (in the)
year five hundred and ninety-four ', and he fought the Franks (al-
Afrang) and he straightened them. And rain and many torrents from
the mountain came upon them and hail-stones, and they departed from
Toron (Tubnin), after there had perished of them (many) of them and
of their beasts and many things of their equipment (which) the torrent
carried away in the water. And they departed, and they descended in

M Cf. S. Lawe-Poore, op. cit., pp. 213-214.

@ Cf. S. Lase-Poore, op. ct., p. 214.

® 1197-1198 A.D.

® < al<Adil * is added from MS. P.

®) Lit. ¢ their affair °.

® Cf. R. Grousser, L’Epopé& des Croisades, p. 287.
™ Lit. ¢ creatures .

® Cf. S. Lave-Poore, op. cit., p. 217.

© — 1498-A.D.
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and 1ts provinces and Jerusalem(® and its districts, in (the)month of Rabi‘a
al-Awal (in the) year five hundred and eighty-nine of the Lunar (Year) @.
And Saléh ad-Din had made a truce with the Franks (al-Farang) before
his decease, and they did not act treacherously with him after his death,
and they did not break the truce, and no one of them moved from his
place. And when the kings of the Franks (al-Farang) (and) England
(al-Inkibér) and Germany (Alimdn) and France (al-Farans) and others
than they, returned to their lands, they appointed as king over the Litt-
oral the Gount Henri (al-Kundahar), and he was a brave champion (who)
had come with all those who had undertaken the holy war (crusade)
for God from the West, from beyond ® the sea; and on account of
this the truce of Saldh ad-Din was (made) with him and with the knights
(horsemen) of the Littoral @. And when Al-Malik al-‘Aziz reigned and
there was the truce between the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and the Franks
(al-Farang), the soldiers were not crafty and they did not make journeys
during the years of the truce, (and) they abstained ® from the sale of
grain. And wheat was sold at one hundred and seventy dinirs the
hundred ardabs ; and the price was not fixed for a single case, but it
might increase above this total during a week, then it would return
(and) become less, and so all the grains, an ardab for a dinr or less;
and all leguminous plants doubled their price, and the people (who)
dwelt in the Land of Egypt (Misr) suffered need for three years ©.
Then Al-Malik al-‘Aziz gathered the troops, and he journeyed from
Egypt (Misr) to Damascus (Dimagk) for the first time, on the twenty-
fifth of (the month of) GumAda al-Awal (in the) year five hundred and
ninety of the Lunar (Year) (), wishing to take it, but he could not
prevail over it, and he returned to Cairo (al-Kahirah); and Al-Malik

) Lit. ¢ the Holy House .
® —=1193 A.D.

@ Lit. ¢ behind °,

@ Le. Henri de Champagne, titular king of Jerusalem, cf. S. Lane-PootE, op. cit.,
pp- 206-207.

®) Lat. ¢ held back their hands ’.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poor, op. eit., pp. 215-216,

M =1193-1194 A.D.
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consecrated ) him through the constraint of God to them and the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit Who chose him and willed him for pasturing His
flock, as the Lord ) said to Peter (Butrus) «If thou love Me, pasture &) My
flock» @. And, likewise, when the Master Christ (al-Masih) knew that this
father loved Him, Ile delivered to him * His flock to pasture them, as it is
said in the Psalm 79 : (He pastured them with the purity of His heart,
and with the gentleness of His hands He tended them and led them» ©).
And the Church had peace m his days, and the state of the people was
good, and peace continued. And it was for connecting the narrative
and explaining what occurred in the days of the State of Salih ad-Din
(which) necessarily led us to the completion of his (Saléh ad-Din’s)
biography in the days of the patriarchate of the pure © Saint Abba
(Anb4) @ Mark (Markus). And this father went to his rest four years
before the decease of Saldh ad-Din ®). And there ought to have been
(mentioned) m this biography what occurred in these four additional
years, but necessity led us to introduce it there, on account of his
(Saldh ad-Din’s) conquests and affairs and wars (which) were connected
with one another until it (the biography) became divided by the truce
and the peace, because after it he (Saldh ad-Din) journeyed to
Damascus (Dimagk) and died, as we have explained before ().

Ar-Marixk ar-‘Aziz “Urnmin, ms son. And there reigned after him (Saldh
ad-Din) his son Al-Malik al-‘Aziz ‘Uthmdin (in) the Land of Egypt (Misr)

" Lit. « advanced .

@ MS. P omits ¢ the Lord °,

@ MS. P adds ¢ for Me .

® Cf. Jh. xx1, 16.

®) Ps. rxxvm, 12.

® MS. P adds ¢ father .

(M MS. P has in place of Abba, ¢ the father ’.

® MS. P adds ¢ because he (Mark) died in (the) year five hundred and eighty-five
(A.H.), and Saldh ad-Din died in (the) year five hundred and eighty-nine (A.IL.) °.

© MS. P has ¢ from Egypt (Misr), after he had arranged affairs and had settled
them and had set them right. And he died in Damascus (Dimask) according to
what we have described, in peace for him and for his subjects. And he was buried
in the College which Malik al-‘Aziz had built in Damascus (Dimagk)’.
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for them at his consecration ), on the part of the Sultan, the two
judges Al-Marid! and Ar-Radi, his brother, the two sons of Al-Gabab.
And this father was, as we have said, a virgin, learned by what he had
read of the Old and the New (Testaments), perfect in his body and his
stature, of cheerful countenance, of good disposition, of soft words,
of good speech, regular at the times of the Prayers @, of much alms-
giving. He possessed wealth and means from his childhood, (and)
this came to him from his father and his grandfather. And he had a
Khan (Ddr Wakélat) ® in the city of Cairo (Misr) in which he traded,
buying and selling (various) sorts of goods ; and he had a sugar factory
for making sugar, and mills and property. And he was perfect in (this)
world and (the) next world and without need of anything of the affairs
of the world. He gave much alms in spite of his occupation with the
affairs of the world. He did not neglect the Prayers of the Night and
Day Hours ). A lover of strangers and assiduous in hospitality towards
them, and in the visitation of the sick and prisoners, and paying the tax
(ai—GawéH) on behalf of the poor of his relatives and the needy of his
people. And he was very friendly to everyone, and doing good to
everyone, so that his affair became manifest and his renown became
famous. And when Abba (Anb4) Mark (Markus) Ibn Zara‘ah, the
patriarch who was before him, went to his rest, the archons (doy )
needed not to go up to the Monastery of Abba (Ab#) Macarius (Makar) @
or to another than it of the monasteries, as was the custom, to seck and
to search for him who would be fit for this Christian (al-Masthiyat)
headship and the Heavenly Kingdom and the spiritual service and the
excellent Apostolic rank, according to what was correct with them. And
they knew it and they verified it, as we have mentioned before, in
the way of his qualities. They needed not testimony, and they
did not ask for more than what we have described. Then they

(4 Lit., ¢ advancement ’.

) [.e. the Ganonical Hours.

@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. eit., vol. IT, p. 838.

@ Cf. H.G. Everys Warre, The Monasteries of Wadi *n-Natrim, Part 111, pp. 31-
129 and O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, A Guide to the Monasteries of the Wadi “n-Natriin,
pp. 28-40.
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what was destroyed of their churches and the opening of them for the
carrying out of their prayers and supplication to God for the safety of
their Sultan. Then they repaired what was weakened, and they built
what was demolished and they repaired what was destroyed. And
affairs returned to what was better than before in the way of security.
And prices became cheap, and fruit became good, and the Nile (an-Nil)
flowed, and the rains descended. And this saintly Abba (Anbé4) Mark
(Markus) went to his rest, and God was gracious to His people through
his prayers, and they were preserved, and not one of them perished,
except the son of perdition. ¢O brethren, we and you cease not (to be)
preserved and in real safety @ and sufficiency from God, protected
through the prayers of this Saint. Amenn».

*Tue santiy ratrer Assa (Ansi) Jonn (YOANNIs), THE SECOND PATRIARGH
OF THE SECOND SERIES, (AND HE IS) THE SEVENTIETH-FOURTH OF THE NUMBER
OF THE FATHERS THE PATRIARCHS.

And when the father Abba (Anb4) Mark (Markus) Ibn Zara‘ah the
patriarch went to his rest — God grant to us the acceptation of the
blessing of his prayers — on the sixth day (of the month) of Tdbah
(in the) year nine hundred and five of the Martyrs @ which corresponds
to (the) year five hundred and eighty-five of the Higrah, the Orthodox
(6pB6doEos) Christian (al-Masihi) people and the elders (aéAgiyﬁkh)
and the archons (dpywv) in the city of Gairo (Misr) and Cairo (al-Ké&hirah),
and those present from the fathers, the bishops, agreed on the con-
secration of the learned father, the virtuous, pure, saintly virgin of
the Christian (al-Masthi) Religion, Abba (Anb4) John (Ydhannd). And
his name before his consecration ® was Ab’l-Magd Ibn Abt Ghalib
Ibn Suris. Then they took him by force on Sunday, the eleventh (of
the month) of Amgir (in the) year nine hundred and five of the Martyrs ),
and it is the year (in) which Abba (Anb4) Mark (Markus) went to his rest,
one month and five days after his (Abba Markus) going to his rest,
and they consecrated him patriarch. And there were (as) assistant(s)

M Lit. ¢ eye of safety ’. ©® = 1189.A.D. ® Ls. ¢ advancement .
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in the cities and the towns, and they destroyed them. And the people
suffered ) from this great calamity so that a company of the Cairene
(al-Misriyin) and the Cairene (al-K&hiriyin) scribes left their religion
and denied their Christ (Masih). And affairs continued to be depressed
in spite of the prayer of this holy Mark (Markus) the patriarch, and he
was contending for his people and his flock until God set right for them @
the heart of their Sultan through the blessing of his prayers. And he
(the Sultan) caused them to draw nigh, and he favoured them, and he
employed them in his diwAn m the finances of his State and he was
gracious towards them. And they returned to a higher (state) than they
had had before. And they rode on horses and mules, and they wore
light turbans ®) and festal garments. And the seribe of his diwAn and
the seribes of his family and his relatives and the scribes of his soldiers
journeyed with him on his campaigns. And every Christian (Nasrint)
attached himself to the seribes of an amir of the amirs of his (Saldh
ad-Din’s) State and of his family and his relatives. And every one of
them (the amirs) respected the wife of his seribe, and there was for
every one of them elegance and wealth and dignity and an influential
word and power. And through their patience and the prayers of their
patriarch and their return to God and their obedience to their head,
God turned their lowliness into power, and their humiliation into
honour, and abhorrence of them into love, and their weakness into
strength. And they multiplied (their) alms, and they persevered (in)
prayers, and they imitated one another in hastening unto the doing of
good. Then thewr fortune increased, and their bodies became sound,
and their sons and their daughters multiplied, and their treasuries
were filled ) with good things, and their affairs improved, and their
hearts were cheered, and their breasts were expanded, and their word
was influential with the Sultan. And they asked for the execution of the
decisions from him (Salah ad-Din) and of the letters from him to the
governors (Wuldt) of the provinces for repairing their churches and

M Lit. ¢ received ’.

® [.e. the Christians.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., under <=,

® ¢ were filled * is supplied from MS. P.
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And his children and his offspring did not disagree, and not one of
them sought a kingdom for himself, and his children did not disagree
with one of his relatives, but they were all agreed on him whom they
made king of his children. Al-Malik al-‘Aziz (had) Egypt (Migr) and
Jerusalem @, and Al-Malik az-Zahir (had) Aleppo (Halab), and Al-Malik
al-Afdal (had) Damascus (Dimask), until his brother Al-Adil Abd Bake
prepared a plan to take the kingdom of Egypt (Misr) and Damascus
(Dimagk) from them, and we shall explain it in what (comes) after,
and this is what reached us in the way of information ; and peace (be to
you!), and after what went before which we have explamed from the
days of the patriarchate of this pure, holy, prosperous father Abba
(Anb4) Mark (Markus). And what he suffered in the way of hardship,
and witnessed in the way of adversities, at the beginning of the reign
of Saldh ad-Din, from the issuing of his order that there should be
removed the crosses of wood which were on every lofty dome in every
church of all the churches which were in the Land of Egypt (Misr).
(If) he saw a church the exterior of which was whitened, it was plastered
with black mud over the whiteness, and that a bell should not be rung @
in all the Land of Egypt (Misr), and that the Christians (an-Naghrd)
should not go in procession with olive-branches ® in a city or a town,
as was the custom before, and that the Christians (an-Nagrah) should
alter their style of dress that they might be distinguished from the
Muslims (al-Muslimin), *and that they should gird their waists with
their girdles, and that they should not put on a turban-cloth ) nor a cloak
(Tatlasdn), and that they should remove the fringes of their turbans,
and (that) they should not ride horses or mules, but (that) they should
ride asses, and (that) they should not be seen drinking wine, and (that)
they should lower their voices in their prayers. And the rabble of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) became emboldened against them at that time,
and they despised them, and they rose up against some of the churches

@ Lit. ¢ the Holy House ’.

@ Lit ¢ struck ’. In the East, bells are not rung, but struck.
® [e. on the Feast of Palm Sunday.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. II, p. 113.
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sold at a dindr the Cairene (al-Misrt) kantdr, and if it is scarce, * for a * Fol. 218 vo
dinér and a quarter, and the white which is like sugar at a din4r and a
half for a Cairene (al-Misrt) kantdr, and treacle at ten dirhams for the
CGairene (al-Misrt) kantdr. Flax seeds at fifty dirhams for a kantar of
the good kind and the inferior for thirty dirhams. White wax for three
dirhams the Cairene (al-Migri) ratl. And the common sirh was plentiful,
and cloth and wool and hides (were) very plentiful, and the merchants
were selling and buying and making profits and blessing existed in
everything. And the days of his (Saldh ad-Din’s) State were all of
them well (and) good, and the conditions of the subject were set up,
and no one was dispossessed of his subjects, and no one was wronged,
as had been the custom with those before him, and the ways were safe,
and affairs were good. And he (Saldh ad-Din) died in the city of
Damascus (Dimask) on Wednesday, the twenty-sixth (of the month)
of Safar (in the) year five hundred and eighty-nime ) in the fortress of
Damascus (Dimask), and he was buried in the College (al-Madrasat)
which he had built in it (Damascus) @, And the number of his troops
on the day of his decease was ten thousand horsemen of which four
thousand (were) eunuchs and of which six thousand (were) young male
slaves. And he had completed seventy years of age, and he had
ruled Egypt (Migr) and its might according to what we have mentioned
before, twenty-four years and nine months and a half, for he ruled
after the decease of Asad ad-Din Sirkth in (the month) of Gumada
al-Awal (in the) year five hundred and sixty-four of the Lunar (Year)
and the Tax (Year) @, and he died at Damascus (Dimask) on the
mentioned date. And some learned people have recorded that he
reigned over the Land of Egypt (Misr) on a Wednesday, and (that)
he died at Damascus (Dimask) on a Wednesday. By reason of his good
manner of life and the virtue of his State, (it was) that, after his death,
no horse raced either in Syria (aé-éém) nor in Egypt (Misr) nor .... @,

0 SEAT):

® Gf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pp. 366-367.

® =1168-1169 A.D.

® The Cairo and Paris MSS. have a lacuna here.
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and its provinces and its villages ', and from beyond the River Euphrates
(al-Furat), Harran (Harrén) and Nisibis (Nasibin) and Singar (Singér)
and Manbig and Edessa (Ruh4) and Amida (Amid) and Martyropolis
(Maiyéfarikin) @, and other than them from their towns and their
villages @ of those of which we have not been informed that we may
name them. And his (Saléh ad-Din’s) order was executed in all the
kingdoms of the Arabs (al-"Arab) and the Persians (al-“Agam) and the
Rim (ar-Rim)®. And no one with whom we are contemporaries
and whom we have seen ruled as he. And nations and kings obeyed him,
and his order was executed in the lands of Ethiopia (al-Ifabagah), and
Nubia (an-Nithah) and Bajd (al-Bagih) ), and the Yemen (al-Yaman)
and the Hig4z (al-Higdz) and the provinces of the South. And he
(Salih ad-Din) had often come to the city of Mosul (al-Mawsil) and had
fought against it and had besieged it for a time, but God did not give
it to him, and he did not conquer 1t. And (in) the Land of Egypt (Misr)
in all the days of his State from its beginning to its end (there was)
cheapness of prices (and) abundance of good things : good wheat ten
ardab for one dindr, and barley twenty ardabs for one dinir, and
beans (fil) likewise, and lentils and haricot beans ® and clover and
lupines (féppos) all these at ome price, twenty ardabs for a dindr.
And as for good honey buried in straw, a dindr the kantér locally, and
drip-honey © at a dinér and two karats by local kantdr, and the honey
of bees for one dinir and a half and a quarter a Cairene (al-Migri)
kantar, and kigatah for half a dinir the Cairene (al-Misri) kantdr, and
red sugar candy was at different prices according to the soil, region
differing from region, and pure from impure ; and at times the good is

M Glewy, pl. G5bey, a Persian wording meaning ¢ village °, of. A. de BisersteIn
Kszivirskr, Dictionnaive Arabe-Frangais, also R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant,
p. 318 ¢ ferme ou bourgade ’.

® For these places, cf. R. Grousset, op. ¢it., on the map facing p. 87.

® For the Sultanate of Iconium or Ram, cf. P.K. Hirm, op. cit., on the map
facing, p. 643.

® A people of Nubia, cf. Lane-Poorr, A History of Egypt, p. 41.

) Or ¢ rambling vetch ’.

® Qr ¢ treacle °.
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over Aleppo (Halab) and its provinces, (and) Al-Malik al-Afdal “Alf,

and he made him ruler over Damascus (Dimask) and its provinces,
(and) Al-Malik al-Mustamir Khudr, (and) Al-Malik az-ZAhir David
(Dattid). And the remainder of the small children (are) Ttréngah,
Séhinéﬁh, Malik S, Ahmad, Abti Bakr, and this number is not from
one woman, but (from) a number of women ). And there was in the
hand of Saldh ad-Din of the kingdoms of the world during his life, at
that time, the region of the Land of Egypt (Misr) and all its provinces,
and the Yemen (al-Yaman) up to Sana‘a, and Aden (‘Adan) and Zabid
were conquered by the hand of Saif ad-Din, his brother @, and in the
lands @) of Nubia (an-Nabah) up to the city of Primus (Ibrim) 2!, and
the lands of the lord of Gubail ) and Jerusalem ( and the Littoral, and
all what we have mentioned before of its cities and its towns and its
castles and 1ts fortresses, and what he had conquered 1n the lands of
Antioch (Antdkiah), the fortress of Burziah, and Laodicea (al-Ladikiah)
and Baghras ®), and other than them, the names of which we do not
know to record (them). And the city of Damaseus (Dimask) which is
the desire of the kingdom of the world, likened to the Paradise with
its good, sweet streams and its trees and its fruits and the goodness of
its air @. And the city of Aleppo (Halab) and its fortress DAr Abraham
(Ibrdhim), the Friend (al-Khalil) —upon him (be) peace! (and) the
Bridge of the kings of the Arabs (al-Arab) and the Persians (al-‘Agam) ®)

M Cf. S. Laxe-Poore, Saladin, p. 372, note.

@ Cf.-S. Lawe-Poore, A History of Egypt, p. 197.

® Reading according to MS. P. The Cairo MS. has ¢ city ’.

® For the Seigneurie de Giblet (Djoubail), cf. the map facing, p. 274 in
R. Grovsser, L’Empire du Levant, Paris, 1946.

© Lit. ¢ the Holy House °.

€ For these three places, cf. the map facing, p. 247 in R. Grousser, op. cit.,
and p. 289.

M MS. P adds ¢ and the days of its week ’.

@ Probably the bridge across the Euphrates near Al-Hirah, the site of the
Battle of the Bridge between the Arabs and the Persians in 634 A.D., cf. P.K. Hir,
History of the Arabs, London, 1961, p. 155. MS. P adds : <and in the east,
Jerusalem and the Littoral, its cities and its towns, and Damascus and its provinces,
and Aleppo and its provinces, and beyond the River Euphrates, large cities and
its towns, and we have mentioned them before’.
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so that they became as brethren, and so also the kings with Saldh
ad-Din ; and he caused to be borne to them wealth and gifts, and they
caused to be borne to him gifts and horses and German (al-Alamantah)
shields and swords concealed in wooden boxes, and varnished ) staffs
of lances (xovrdpiov). Praise (be) to God Who causes union between
hearts which are separated and characters which are contradictory!
And He Who 1s praised in the Greator of the creatures, and their
Director and their Creator and their Fashioner, and there is no God
except He, and none to be adored except Himself. As for the captives
of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) who were with the Franks (al-Farang),
and the captives of the Franks (al-Farang) who were with the Muslims
(al-Muslimin), nothing was fixed about their affair, but everyone of
them remained with his master as was before, to pay his ransom and
to be set free. A few days after the peace, the King of England (al-
Inkitér) sailed in ships by sea, and he returned to his lands with what
he had won and had taken as spoil, and with him a company of his
companions and his soldiers. And Sala ad-Din turned from Jerusalem
to Damascus (Dimask) in (the month of) Sawwal (in the) year five
hundred and eighty-eight @ after he had fasted ™ m it (Jerusalem),
he and all who were with him of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) the month
of Ramadin. And he went to * Damascus (Dimask), (and) he caused
his sons to be circumecised. And he had at that time many male children
(capable of) riding horses behind him, their number being fifteen sons.
And these are their names and the qualifications. Al-Malik al-“Aziz
‘Uthmén (whom) he had made ruler over the kingdom of the Land of
Egypt (Misr) and Jerusalem ® and its provinces. And he remained a
king over it, after his father Saldh ad-Din, for five years and a half.
Al-Malik al-A‘azz Jacob (Ya'kiib), (and) Al-Malik al-Mtayad Mas‘td,
(and) Al-Malik Fath ad-Din Isaac (Ishak), (and) Al-Malik al-Gawad
Job (Aiytb), (and) Al-Malik az-Z&hir Ghézi, and he made him ruler

M Or ¢ painted .

® Lit. ¢ the Holy House ’.

B =192 A.D.

® J.e. the fast of the month of Ramadan.
® Lit. ¢ the Holy House .
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the troops of the Littoral would be absolved from their @ engagements
and their ' troth, and on the understanding that that which the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) had conquered by their swords in the way
of cities and towns and fortresses and castles should be theirs, and what
remained in the hand of Franks (al-Farang) (which) the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) had not conquered should remain to the Franks (al-
Afrang). And (one) who was present at the signing of the truce recorded
that Beyrouth (Bairtit) and Sidon (Said4) and Gibalah @ and Gibail ®,
and cities and fortresses, the names of which I do not know to record
(them), should be shared between them. As for Jerusalem ) 1t was
in the hand of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) at that time, and it remained
with them as it was before. And Saléh ad-Din agreed that they (the
Christians) should go on pilgrimage to it on the condition that they
should not take with them a sword or anything in the way of a weapon,
and he stipulated for them that they (the authorities) should not take
from them a tribute ®; and Salih ad-Din made Saif ad-Din Yarkig
governor (Wall) of Jerusalem ), and it is recorded (that there were)
with him in it three thousand horsemen from the Asadi (al-Asadiah)
mamluks (Mamdlik). And Saldly ad-Din himself and the Kidi Al-F4dil
‘Abd ar-Rahim Ibn ‘Ali al-Baisini fasted the month of Ramadin
Jerusalem ©, And he despatched men and soldiers, and he demolished
the wall which encircled Ascalon (“Askaldn), and he left it a town without
a wall. And there was an agreement regarding its demolition in the
terms of the truce. And the Franks (al-Farang) and the Muslims (al-
Muslimin) assembled, and all of them agreed to the demolition of
Ascalon (‘Askalin) ®. And the troops of the Franks (al-Farang) and
the troops of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) mixed together after the peace

G Lt ¢ thel .

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 246.
@ Cf. B. Merstermany, op. cit., p. 666.
@ Lut. ¢ the Holy House .

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 356.
© Lit. ¢ the Holy House ’.

OB G A S 1

@ Cf. S. Laxe-Poore, Saladin, p. 356.
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had saved the city, and Salh ad-Din had departed from it, he (the
King of England) stayed at Jaffa (YAf4). And Al-Malik al-<“Adil Abt
Balkr V' had journeyed to the lands of aI—’Agam and Diyar Bakr @ and
other (places) than them, and he gathered together troops ®. And
Al-Malik Muzaffar Takt ad-Din @ conquered the city of Khilat ©), and he
took it from Baktimur (Baktim) ®), and he died, and his son Nasir ad-Din
took 1t after him, and he remained in it with the troops of his father.
And when Al-Malik al-“Adil went to gather together the troops of the
East, he (Nasir ad-Din) went to him, and he took the troops of his
father. And Al-Malik al-“Adil, he and Mugzaffar ad-Din @, lord of
Arbeles (Arbil) and of the city of Mosul (al-Mawsul), and other (chiefs)
of the troops of the East gathered together many people (7 of which
the number cannot be counted; and no relief came to the Franks
(al-Farang) *in that year, not even a single man. And the troops
wished for furlough ®), and Saléh ad-Din calmed the case with them
and with the Franks (al-Farang), and he did not cease to make arrange-
ments, and God supported him with the arrangements until his opinion .
was approved for the truce and the peace-treaty and the sparing of
blood and the preservation of property and souls from injury for both
parties, the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and the Franks (al-Afrang). He
(Saléh ad-Din) agreed to the peace-treaty, and the truce was arranged
with the Franks (al-Farang) for forty months, its beginning (being)
Saban (in the) year five hundred and eighty-eight ®), with the King
of England (al-Inkitir) and the troops of the Littoral, on the under-
standing that, if any of the kings of the Franks (al-Afrang) should come
from beyond (19 the sea, and was powerful (enough) to break the truce,

M MS. P adds ¢ brother of Salih ad-Din ’.
) Mesopotamia.
@ MS. P has ¢ his troops ".
® MS. P adds ¢ Ibn Zain ad-Din’. A nephew of Saldh ad-Din.
©) At the north-west of Lake Van.
) Saif ad-Din Baktimur, Shah of Armenia.
(M Lit. ¢ creatures ’.
® Lit. ¢ summer residence .
N =1192 A.D.
00 Lz, ¢ behind °.
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from Ramlah, and he ascended the mountain and he stayed at Natrun
(an-Natrtn) ™, and it is a high, lofty mountain (which) it is not possible
to asecend except with difficulty, and there is no place on it for charges.
The King of England (al-Inkitdr) departed, and he stayed at Ramlah.
And when he stayed at Ramlah, the Sultan departed from Natrun
(an-Natrtin), and set out for the city of Jerusalem (al-Kuds). And the
King of England (al-Inkitdr) departed, and he stayed at Natrun (an-
Natrtin). Then the Sultan under these circumstances entered the city
of Jerusalem (al-Kuds), and he provided for the digging of ditches and
the building of towers. And the King of England (al-Inkitdr) remained
at Natrun (an-Natréin) {or a time ; then he returned to Ascalon (‘Askalan)
and he stayed at it, and he (ve-)built it, and he fortified it, and he passed
over from it to Gaza (Ghazzah), and he (re-)built it and he fortified it,
and he passed over from Gaza (Ghazzah) [to] Dariranas, and it is the
fortress of Darum (Ad-Darétin) @, and it had remained in the hand of
the Muslims (al-Muslimin) up to the end of GumAdi al-Awal (in the)
year five hundred and eighty-eight. And he conquered it (Darum)
and he took it, and he killed and took captive everyone whom he found
in it. Then he went to Beyrouth (Bairiit) to attack it ®. And Saldh
ad-Din went out to him from Jerusalem (Al-Kuds), and he descended
with the troops at Jaffa (Yaf4), and he attacked it for two days, and he
conquered it, and he took it, and he killed everyone whom he found
in it, in the suburbs. And as for the knights (horsemen) and the warriors
of the Franks (al-Farang), they entered the fortress, and they fortified
themselves in it until the King of England (al-Inkitdr) reached them ().
And Saldh ad-Din departed from it, and he returned, (and) he stayed
at Natrun (an-Natrin), and this (was) in (the) month of Ragab (in the)
year five hundred and eighty-eight ¥). And when the King of England
(al-Inkitér) had returned from Beyrouth (Bairtit) to Jaffa (YAfd) and

M J.e. Toron Militum.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 338 and B. Meistermasy, Guide de Terre
Sainte, Paris, 1923, p. 46.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 344.

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saludin, pp. 345-350.

8 = 0 BV IR,
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to such an extent that, if there were before him thousands, and he was
alone, he would bear down upon them. And there was not from among
those of the kings of the Franks (al-Afrang) who came, like to him.
And if he bore down, no one could stand before him. And the King
of France (Fransis) delivered to him five hundred knights (horsemen)
from his troops, and he left them with him, and he made him chief of
the troops in his place. He delivered to him the troops, and he gave
him instructions, and he departed. And after *a few days from his
departure, the King of England (al-Inkit4r) disposed the soldiers (men)
of Acre ("Akkd), and he arranged in it those who should guard it, and
he went out from it, and he descended on Haifa (Haifd), and he
descended on Arstf . And Salah ad-Din was staying at the fortress
(Burg) of Ad-Diwiyat, and it was named Safradm ®. Then he (Saldh
ad-Din) marched (and) he met him (the King of England). It was
a plan of the King of England (al-Inkitdr) to arrange archers with an
arbalest (Zanbtrak) on carts, and he appointed for them an escort, and
the carts travelled with the archers on both sides of the troops on the
right and the left, and the troops were in the centre ), and no one was
able to approach the carts without perishing. And when Salih ad-Din
met him at Arstf W, he fought against him, but he did not attain what
he wished, (and) he feared that he (the King of England) would turn
towards Ascalon (‘Askaldn) and take possession of it. So Saléh ad-Din
preceded him to it (Ascalon), and he destroyed it, and he burned it,
and he did not leave any wall standing in it. Then Saldh ad-Din turned,
and he descended on Ramlah @. When news reached the King of
England (al-Inkitdr) that he Saldh ad-Din had destroyed Ascalon
(‘Askaldn) and had burned it with fire, he found it hard to bear, and
he stayed at Arsif ® for a few days, and he made other plans, wishing
to surprise the troops of the Sultan, Saldh ad-Din. And a spy went
(and) informed Saléh ad-Din about this, and Saldh ad-Din went out

® Cf. S. Laxe-Poote, Saladin, p. 313.
® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 274.
) Lit. ¢ heart .

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 327.
® Cf. S. Lane-Poorr, Saladin, p. 313.




— 155 —

it. And the Franks (al-Farang) took the captives of the Muslims (al-
Muslimin) and they brought them to the mosque (al-Gami'); they
drew water, and they washed it, and they renewed its whiteness and
its pictures, as it was (before). And praise be to God by Whose hand
(exists) the kingdom of all things! Who makes powerful him whom
He wills, and abases him whom He wills, and recompenses every one
according to his deeds. And when (the King of) France (Afransis) @
conquered Acre (‘Akk4), he made captive every one who was in it of the
troops and the inhabitants of the city. And Saldh ad-Din sent to come
to an agreement with him on the ransom for them, but no agreement
(was reached) between them concerning anything for them ®. They
took the notable amirs such as Ahmad and Bah4 ad-Din Karikds and
Ya'ktb al-Amri and others besides them of the notables, (and) he
separated them and he fettered them. And as for Arsal and Ibn al-
Gawli, they escaped when Acre (‘Akk4) was conquered, and they went
out alone without anything to the troops of the Muslims (al-Muslimin),
and they left their possessions and what was with them in the way of
their mamluks (Mamélik) and their soldiers. As for the rest of the people,
(the King of) France (Afransis) caused to be separated the Blacks
(al-Katénfah) alone, and the Sudanis (Stdé4n) alone, and the Kurds
(al-Akrad) alone, and the Ghuzz (al-Ghuzz), alone, and he did not mix
one race (yévos) with another, and he caused them to be killed, and
the troops with Salih ad-Din beheld them . And the King of France
(Afransis) took from those who fell to his share of the captives with
him, and he returned by sea to his country ™. And it was in the days
in which Acre (‘Akk4) was conquered, (that) there reached it the King
of England (al-Inkitdr) ®), and his name was Samanamid ©, and he
was a courageous champion (who) did not fear an expert in war, (and)
did not fear death, and was not overawed by a multitude of troops,

@ Le. Philip of France.

@ Cf. S. Lase-Poore, Saladin, p. 306.

® Cf. S. Lase-Poore, Saladin, pp. 306-307.
@ Gf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pp. 298-299.
® Gf. S. Lawe-Poore, Saladin, pp. 282-287.
® Sie. The king of England is Richard I.
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had brought new troops to it. Among them (was) a company of notable,
celebrated amirs, among whom (was) Saif ad-Din ‘Ali Ibn Ahmad,
chief of the Kurds (al-Akardd) and ‘Alam ad-Din Arsal, chief of the
Mamluks (al-Mamalik), the Saldhis (ag-Saldhiyah) and the Asadis
(al-Asadiah) @', and Ibn Saif ad-Din al-Gawli, and Fakhr © ad-Din Ya'kib
al-Amri, chief of the Turkomans (at-Turgmén). And when (the King of)
France (Afaranatisis)® intensified the fight against them @ (in) the
month(s) of GumAdA al-Akhar and Ragab, and he besieged the whole
city, and it was not possible for anyone to enter it with provisions or
relief, he conquered it, at noon, (on) Friday, the half of (the month of)
Sa‘ban (in the) year five hundred and eighty-nine of the Lunar (Year) ©.
The whole period @ of the war at Acre ("Akk4) (was) two years, one month
and fifteen days. A man (who) was present at Acre (‘Akké) informed
me (that), when the Muslims (al-Muslimin) conquered i1j, they found
that the Franks (al-Farang) had made its mosque (al-Gami‘) into a
church. When they (the Franks) took it from the Muslims (al-Muslimin)
the first time ), they painted pictures in it (the mosque). Then, when
Salih ad-Din captured it from the Franks (al-Farany), the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) assembled the captives who (were) with them of the
Franks (al-Farang), and they brought them to the mosque (a]m(v}émi‘);
they (the Franks) drew water, and they washed its walls and its doors,
and they effaced from it the pictures, and they brought lime, and they
whitened it, so that there did not remain any trace of the pictures or
inscriptions ; and they (the Muslims) prayed in it the rest of the Friday
on which they conquered Acre (‘Akkd4)®). And that man continued
dwelling at Acre (‘Akk4) until the King of France (Afransis) © conquered

W T e 1T ms Al

» Reading according to MS. P. The Cairo MS. has ¢« <Tzz .

% [.e. Philip of France.

® [e. the Muslims.

9 = 1193 A.D. This is incorrect, the correct date being 1191 A.D.
) [Lit. ¢ what remained .

o Cf. S. Lane-Pooie, Seladin, p. 24.

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Seladin, p. 219.

@ Ie. Philip of France.
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alms-giving, as it was with David (DAtdd), and on account of this he
(David) remained king over it W, and he dwelt in it (V) for forty years.
And during this period there was no dearth, nor war, nor pestilence,
except the case of the wife of Uriah (Adrid) @ for one day. Then David
(Daddd) repented, and God accepted him, and He took away death
from the nation ®. And David (D44Gd) lived the remainder of his
days @ affrighted ® when he saw the angel of God, and in his hand a
sword, and he was slaying. And this circumstance (is) explained in
the book of the Books of Kings ©. And, therefore, we intend to abreviate,
and we shall record what is easy (for us), and we shall leave what is
impossible. It may be that one other than we has provided for this, and
has been informed of the news and has witnessed the affairs which we
have not witnessed nor been informed of, but our brethren informed
us about what reached us in the way of information in the measure of
what God made easy for us and vouchsafed to us. And the war did not
cease between the Franks (al-Farang) and the Muslims (al-Muslimin)
who (were) in Acre (‘Akkd), night and day without mterruption, and
none of them obtained respite from the war from the time of their
descent upon it (Acre) in the month of Ragab (in the) year five hundred
and eighty-five ™ until GumAd4 al-Akhar (in the) year five hundred and
eighty-seven ®). And the King of France (Faranatisis) ) arrived with
his soldiers in about a hundred boats and galleys at Acre (‘Akk4), and
he descended with the troops of the Franks (al-Afranj), and he made
an agreement with them, and the fighting was renewed at it. *And
Saldh ad-Din had sent away the old troops from it (Acre) (%), and he

(1)
it

(3

Le. Jerusalem.

Cf. m Kings xx, 2-27.

Cf.  Kings xxwv, 16.

Lit. ¢ of his age ’.

G Lit. ¢ trembling of hand .

® Cf. u Kings xxiv, 16-17.

@E— 1 189A T

® = 1191 A.D.

@ I.e. Philip of France, cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 281.

(4

w9 Cf. S. Lane-Pooie, Saladin, p. 277.
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(al-Muslimin) came forth against them from Acre (‘Akkd) ; they fought
them and the battle became intensified between them, and a great
company of both parties was killed. Then that naphtha-maker went
out again, and he burned the iron (battering-)ram ; and if I undertook
to explain what happened between the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and %)
the Franks (al-Farang) at Acre (‘Akk4) and other places than it, every
day, (at) every hour, and (in) every month, and (in) every year at that
time in which Saldh ad-Din conquered Jerusalem ®, and what was
destroyed at it ® of the nations, and what was annihilated at it ) of
creatures, and (what) perished at it @ in the way of property, and
(What) died on account of it @ in the way of people @, the explanation
would be drawn out, and the description would be great, and expectation
would be anticipated according to what may be renewed on account
of it at every time. In the biographies of the former (patriarchs) (which)
went before, there was what was greater than (in) this biography, and
there was annihilated in them of the nations more than this number.
And this state of affairs will not cease as long as the days of the world
last. Every nation in it ® (which) acts corruptly ® and does (what is)
confrary to its conditions, God will send against it a fierce nation,
merciless and pitiless, and He will expel it from it ©® with sword and
captivity and famine and siege and looting of property and the sale of
children and women, for God said concerning it ©¥ in the Law (Téréh) ©
«I have chosen this House from all the world that My Name be remembered
in it, and I have chosen David (D4ltid) a king from among all the kings
of the earth» ©. And according to this command He desires the king
under whose authority the House @ shall be, that he should possess
purity and justice and uprightness of life and assiduity in prayers and

M) Lit, ¢ and between .

® Lit. ¢ the Holy House .

@ [.e. Jerusalem.

@ Lit. ¢ souls "

© The quotation which follows is not from the Pentateuch, but from the
Historical Books.

® A very free rendering of mr Kings vur, 16 and i Paralipomenon vi, 5.

™ [e. the Temple in Jerusalem.
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ad-Din Kardkds. And he said to him. I, by the well-being of the lord
Salah ad-Din, I shall burn these towers». And Bah4 ad-Din said to him.
« What wilt thou do ?» He said : «I shall make naphtha (vd@ba) according
to what I know, and I shall strike with it the towers, (and) I shall burn
them, and if I strike with it a mountain of iron, I shall burn it». And
he said to him : (Do what thou wilt». Then he (Kardkts) paid to him
two hundred dinars, and he went and he make three pots of naphtha
(vd@fa), and he struck with them the three towers, and he burned
them, and he burned in them what was estimated at six hundred (men)
in cuirass (who) were on them from among the notable champions
of the Franks (al-Farang). It was a hard day for the troops of the Franks
(al-Farang), and (one of) rejoicing and joy for @ the community of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) who were present from among them, and for
those who were absent, and for those who were near and for those
who were at a distance, because the Franks (al-Farang) were about
to take the city ®. Then, after the burning of the towers, the Franks
(al-Afrang) made a mangonel on a very large transport-ship, and many
fighting-men went up into it, and they went with it until they fastened
it to the wall of Acre (‘Akkd) from the side of the sea, and the archers
from above the wall exposed (it) @ to arrows from it. And the mangonel
which (was) on it @ began to strike against the city. - And again that
naphtha-maker, Ibn an-Nah4s, went out, and he burned the transport-
ship, and he caused to be burned many of those who were in it from
among the fighters of the Franks (al-Farang). Then, after the burning
of the transport-ship, the Franks (al-Farang) made a (battering-)ram
of iron *mounted on a very large (log of) wood, and they overlaid it
and dressed it in iron, and they made for it a head to batter the wall,
estimated at twenty kantdrs © of iron. And they battered with it the
wall, and they threw down a large curtain ©® of it. And the Muslims

4 MS. P adds ¢ all .

@ L. * lands °.

@ Le. the city.

“ I.e. the transport-ship.

© A kantdr = 44.928 kilograms.
® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., under 04,
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that year had constructed three towers of wood, and they advanced
them for fighting and they completed them with all what is worked
in them. And they advanced them until they had fastened them to the
wall of Acre (‘Akkd). And Saldh ad-Din had dismissed Gurdik the
equerry ) from Acre (‘Akk4), and he had delivered it to another servant
named Kardkils @, and his designation was Bah4 ad-Din. And he was
an expert in ® constructing walls, and it was he who had constructed the
wall of Cairo (al-Kéhirah) and had encireled it with it, and had extended
it up to Al-Maks (al-Maksim) (@, until he made the River Nile (an-Nil) (to
be) inside the wall. Then he extended it to the Mountain al-Mukaitam
(which) rises above Cairo (Misr), until he went beyond it (Misr) inside
the wall ®. And he built a fortress © at Cairo (al-K&hirah) above the
spur ) of the mountain outside the city at its south. And he excavated
In 1t a pit for water with an iron pickaxe from the top of the mountain
to its base, until it reached water estimated (at) two hundred cubits.
And he made in it a reservoir to be filled from cisterns (which) he had
made outside the fortress. And in a little time he had encircled the
fortress (with) a wall and towers and works ; time will pass away, and
they will scarcely pass away. And on account of (his) experience Salih
ad-Din delivered over to him Acre (‘Akkd), and he was a director of it
against the Franks (al-Farang). And when they (the Franks) had
advanced the towers close to the wall, and the knights (horsemen)
had ascended them, and they had intensified the battles against it
(Acre), and had exposed it to arrows, and the Muslims (al-Muslimin)
were about to yield Acre (‘Akkd) to them, a man known as Ibn
an-Nahds ® from the inhabitants of Baghdad (Baghddd), came to Bah4

® Cf. p. 144.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poote, The Story of Cairo, p. 176.

@ MS. P adds ¢ in war .

® Cf. S. Laxe-Poore, The Story of Cairo, p. 175.

© Cf. S. Lane-Poowe, The Story of Cairo, p. 174. The scheme, however, was
never completed.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, A History of Egypt, pp. 201-203,

™ Lit. ¢ head ’,

® Cf. S, Lane-Pooie, Saladin, p. 269,
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the kings of the Romans (ar-Riim) and the Armenians ) and the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) and the Franks (al-Farang) by force ®, and no one
could stand before him from all the kings of the world. And when he
drew near to Antioch (Antdkiah), Al-Malik Muzaffar Taki ad-Din and
Muzaffar ad-Din Ibn Zain ad-Din journeyed from the camp of the Sultan
(Salah ad-Din) to Aleppo (Halab) to find out news about the King
of the Germans (Aldmdn). And when it was ascertained by them that
he had descended on Antioch (Antékiah), they cut the river of water
on ® the way which he wished to follow to Aleppo (Halab), Damascus
(Dimask) and other (places) than them ; it is named the Dog River (),
and it submerged all the way. And when the news reached him ® about
this, he sailed in ships from Antioch (Antdkiah), and he went by sea
to Acre (‘Akkd), and he descended at the troops of the Franks (al-
Farang) at Tall al-Magnakah ©. "And when Saldh ad-Din heard that
he had come in ships, he made light of his force, and he was emboldened
against him, and he marched to the trenches, and he fought the Franks
(al-Farang). And after a little time there died the King of the Germans
(Aldméan) @, and his son died after him and most of his companions
died on account of the change of water and air. And some of his com-
panions remained, *and they mixed with the troops of the Franks
(al-Farang). And his remembrance died out, and his affair became
null, and he was as if he had not existed, and praised be God the Ever-
living | After that the kings of the world had fled from their fear of
him @, they felt safe, and they rejoiced at his death. And his @ arrival
at the Hill (Tall) of Acre (‘Akkd) was in the month of Ramadén (in
the) year five hundred and fifty-six. And the Franks (al-Afrang) in

M J.e. Lesser Armenia.

@ Lit. ¢ by the sword ’.

® <on’1s added from MS. P.

# In the Lebanon, cf. P.K. Hirri, History of Syria, p. 134, n. 1.

® This, of course, is Frederick, Duke of Suabia. Frederick Barbarossa having
being drowned in the River Saleph in Cilicia.

O Gy ) A0 T 15,

™ [.e. Frederick Barbarossa.

® I.e. Frederick, Duke of Suabia.
M = 1160-1161 A.D. sic. The correct date is 1190 A.D.
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subjects (are) Roman (Rtim) @ (who) wished to have their abode with
him on account of his justice and the goodness of his conduct towards
them. Then he (the King of the Germans) passed through the country
of the King Mas“dd and the country of the son of Leo (Litn), King of
the Armenians (al-Arman), and he crossed (the countries of) many
kings by the sword, and (he had) a multitude of men and wealth, and
his impedimenta and the provisions of the troops were carried in carts
(which) horses and mules and oxen and other (beasts) than they drew ;
and he remained in his (the King of Armenia) country until he came
to Antioch (Antdkiah) marching for a whole year. And some of those
present of his troops informed us that, when he (the King of the Germans)
wished to pass over the sea to Constantinople (Kusfantiniah)®, the
King of the Romans (ar-Rtm) ® collected (his troops), and that he
prevented him from crossing; and that he had found in the land in
which he was a ruined city. They mentioned that it was in ancient
times @ called Constantinople (Kustantiniah), and that when this
new one was built that one was destroyed. Then he descended at it
and he built it, and he remained in it for a whole year, fighting the King
of the Romans (ar-Rﬁm) ) yuntil he overcame him, and he marched
towards him, and he besieged him in his city of Constantinople
(Kustantintah) ©. And he collected its taxes and all the taxes of its
cities and its towns. He took ifs products in that year, and he was
strengthened by them. And he ™ journeyed towards Jerusalem ()
seeking (to wage) a holy war. He passed through all the lands of

M Seljik Sultan of Rém (Asia Minor). Of course, East Romans, t.e. Greeks.

@ Cf. R. Grousser, op. cit., p. 257.

®) ILe. the Greek Emperor Isaac II Angelus.

® Lit. ¢ in the beginning of the age .

® Cf. R. Grousser, op. ait., pp. 443-046.

© Probably, a confusion with Andrinopolis, cf. R. Grousser, op. cit., p. 257,
unless the writer has in mind the capture of Constantinople by the Venetians
in 1204 A.D.

(™ This 1s, of course, Frederick, Duke of Suabia. Frederick Barbarossa was
drowned in the river Saleph in Cilicia.

@ Lat. ¢ the Holy House ’.
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and Kamagyd and [f\]rsalﬁn (and) (?) Bt'd and Ayar al-Buruld and the
Asadiah and the Sah&bfah @ (who) were in a single battalion, were
not remiss; they killed a great number @ of the Franks (al—Faran{;),
and the Franks (al-Faran) began to return from our rear; they met
them, and they killed them; no one of them escaped ®. And to God
(belongeth) goodness and praise. And it was not a short @ day; and
I do not know anyone (who) was lost except Migall — may God have
mercy (upon him)! —he was a martyr for the cause ® of God —and
Husain the Kurd (al-Kurdi) whom I saw deeply wounded, * and Isma‘il
al-Mukalbas wounded, and Silir Ibn Hasak : these (are) all whom
I knew, perhaps, twenty youths; however, the clothes of the people
were plundered by one another ). Sad ad-Din, brother of ‘Izz ad-Din,
and Al-Magktr al-Ilusdm were not remiss, and Kalmiz of the right
wing, and Muvzaffar ad-Din and Yéarkdg. And the charge was not
(upon anyone), except on myself alone. And God knows, and peace
(to thee)!». And when the Franks (al-Faranj) pressed the troops of
the Sultan (Salah ad-Din) at Saftriah, and those affairs which were
mentioned before happened, the Sultan departed from Saftrfah (and)
he descended at the valley of Kharrtthah @. And provisions came to
them day and night, six hundred knights (horsemen), and they shot
arrows at them, and they used to pay no attention to them. And the
war did not cease being carried on between them, until the King of the
Germans ®) assembled six hundred thousand lances, and he came to
Ad-Dartind4n, and it is a defile from which one enters to Iconium
(Ktnfah) and other places than it, the land of the King Mas%d from
among the kings of the Turks (at-Turk), and most of his lands and his

@) The Asadis were the former officers of Asad ad-Din Sirkéth, and the Saldhis
were the officers of Saldh ad-Din.

@ Lit. ¢ a great killing °.

® Cf. S. Lane-Pooie, Saladin, pp. 262-264.

@ Lit. « little 7.

® Lit. ¢ mercy .

@ Cf. S. Laxe-Poore, Saladin, p. 265.

M Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 267.

% Le. the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa.
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him of the situation, (and) what happened between him and between
them (the Franks). And he (Salah ad-Din) wrote it with his hand.
«In the Name of God the Merciful, the Compassionate ! If ye aid God,
He will aid you, and He will make firm your steps, and those who (are)
godless M, Jet Him cause them disquietude and bring to nought their
works ! That which I inform the High, Royal Couneil of al-Adil (al-
‘Adili) —may God prolong his State — (is) that, when it was the
morrow of Wednesday, the twenty-first of (the month of) Sa‘abdn (in
the) year five hundred and eighty-five @, the whole body of the Franks
(al-Farangiah), their infantry (men) and their knights (horsemen)
came out, and they marched close to the sea towards the marsh ® and
the river @, And all their swords (were) in the direction of the boy
Taki ad-Din ¥, And the right wing received four battalions ©, the
jurisconsult (al-Fakih) one battalion, and Muhammad Ibn al-Amir [fasirin
one battalion, and the Mamluks (al-Mamalik) one battalion, and I pushed
forward to join them, and the isolated shooters and the troops came
together. And when we pressed them, all the Franks (al-Afrangiah)
attacked us, the knights (horsemen) and the infantry (men), and they
bore down upon us. And our companions met the Franks (al-Farang)
(and) they resisted them. And all the infantry (men) ™ bore down
(upon us) and they pressed us, and we did not cease to push the cavalry
(horses) back to the infantry (men); and the infantry (men) were
pressing us until the cavalry (horses) were separated from the infantry
(men). KaimAn and Al-Hus&m entered ®), and they were not remiss;
they broke the infantry (men). Then they overtook the cavalry (horses),
and thus most -of-the infantry (men) were killed. And Al-Malik
al-Muzaffar returned and broke them completely ¥, and so also Yarkdg

M J.e. the Crusaders.

@ Je 1189 A.D.

& Lit. ¢ reeds °.

® J.e. Nahr Namain (Belus).

® J.e. Salah ad-Din’s nephew.

© A Kurdish word, ef. R. Dozy, op. cit., under b,
@ [.e. of the Franks.

® I.e. into the fight.

®) Lit. ¢ with a good breaking ’.
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come to the moat amid many troops to fight the Franks (al-Afrang).
Then he returned to the camp @ at Saftirfah, after he had made
preparations against the Franks (al-Afrang), (and) had caused to
descend at it (the moat) six thousand horsemen : they did not dismount
from the back of their horses * either by night or by day ; three thousand
of them during the whole day were shooting arrows at them (the Franks),
and three thousand during the whole night were shooting arrows at
them. And there did not pass for them (the Franks) the space of a month
before they had made at the edge of the moat in the direction of the
troops of the Sultan a wall of unburnt bricks, and they disposed cross-
bowmen (who) remained sitting behind it with the bows of the arbalasts
(which) shot an arrow the thickness of the toe of a man, its length a
cubit, (and) the weight of its head ® was fifty dirhams, beaten out and
rolled back, having four corners. On whatsoever 1t fell, it would
penetrate it, and, may be, it would pass through a person to him who
(was) behind him, and would kill both of them together. It would pass
through the axes (rwpi) of both of them, and the shields of both of
them, and the chain-armour of both of them, or other than it, and 1t
would sink into the ground. Indeed, it was reported by one who saw it,
that it pierced a stone of the stones of the wall up to its feathers. And
when they were informed of it, none of the troops of the Sultan continued
to approach the moat. And their (the Franks’) position became strong,
and they built a church for their prayers and places for the stables of their
horses. And when they had arranged their affairs, they gathered together
one night @, and they agreed on their going forward in the morning,
and they overcame the troops of the Sultan (Saldh ad-Din), and they
killed a company of them, and a company of them (the Franks) were
lalled. And this (is) a copy of a letter of the Sultan to his brother Al-
Malik al-Adil (who) was staying at Hamé&h ® with his troops, informing

M It ¢ tents .

® Lit. ¢ a month of time ’.

® For abai, of. R. Dozy, op. eit., vol. II, p. 680.
® Lit. © on a night of the nights ’.

@ Cf. S. Laxe-Poore, Saladin, p. 26.
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and (to) the Genoeses (al—éanawiyin) and (to) the Pisans (al-Bisaniyin).
And he (the Castellan) caused to be constructed a hundred galleys
with his (the Gastellan’s) money, and he paid for their crews (), and
he (the Castellan) took them, and he came to Tyre (Str). He assembled
with the Marquis (al-Markis) ) and Balian (Bali4n) Ibelin (Ibn Barzdn) @
and the son of the Prince Renaud (Arnat), lord of al-Karak @, and
(with) those present of the knights (horsemen) of the Littoral. And
they went forth on horses by land, and in ships by sea, and they
journeyed until they descended at night at Tall Magnakah (Hill of
the Gallows) ®) opposite to Acre (‘Akké). And the morning had not become
light before they had dug before ® it (Acre) three moats. And they
caused to pass info them water from the river ) which is there, and its
water used to run out into the Salt Sea®). They encompassed Acre
(‘Akk4) i (the month of) Ragab (in the) year five hundred and eighty-
five. And the governor (wéli) of Acre (‘Akkd) was a servant of the
equerries of the Sultan (Saldh ad-Din), called Gurdik. And he was not
able to repulse them from it. Then he wrote to the Sultan (Saldh
ad-Din) at Damascus (Dimagk) informing him about this. And the
Sultan came and the troops arrived. And the Franks (al-Afrang) des-
cended, and they arrived from every place in which they were. And
an assembly of them gathered together, and they became a great army.
And when the Sultan (Salih ad-Din) arrived at Acre (‘Akkd), and with
him al-Malik al-Muzaffar Takt ad-Din @), he descended upon Saftrfah (10,
and after a few days there reached the Sultan Muzaffar ad-Din Ibn Zain
ad-Din, lord of Singr 9. And the Sultan used to ride every day and

() Li¢. ¢ men .

® Cf. page 139, note 7.

@ Cf. page 131, note 6.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saledin, p. 199.

® For another name of this place, cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 258.
Gy elat it

@ Cf. S. Lane-Pooie, Saladin, map facing p. 268.
® Ie. the Mediterranean Sea.

© A nephew of Saldh ad-Din.

@0 Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 258, note.

¢4 For Singér, cf. S. Lane-Pooe, Saladin, p. 165.
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he had in Bait Gibrin (Bait Gibrﬂ) great possessions ) and much wealth
and great reservoirs @ filled with good oil ® and wine. And when he
sought a ireaty, the Sultan inflicted on him a ransom of much money,
and he executed it for the Sultan with much money, and he paid it to
him, and the Sultan kept his promise, and he took from him the reservoirs
of oil and wine, and money for the rest of the ransom. And after this,
he (the Castellan) went forth from the city with much money and
possessions I and cattle and people ), male slaves (mamélik) and
female slaves and women, and a suite ®). And the Sultan caused him
to journey to the Land of Egypt (Misr), to the city of Alexandria. And
he wrote to its governor (wilt) a recommendation for him (the Castellan),
and that he should guard him and entertain him during his sojourn
in the city, and (that) he should pay his expenses from the money of
the diwén, and that he should charter ships and provide him and
those with him with money of the Sultan until he should depart with
gratitude. Then the governor (wAll) and the subordinates with him
did all whatsoever they were commanded, and he (the Castellan) jour-
neyed to where he willed of the lands of the Romans (ar-Réim). And
Fakhr ad-Din Karda, governor (wélt) of Alexandria, used to ride to him
(the Castellan) every day and to supply his needs. And there were
with the Castellan (al-Kastalén) about five hundred people ©. The
governor (wélt) used to provide for them and pay their expenses from
the money of the Sultan during their sojourn in the city until he
chartered for him 7 (the Castellan) ships, and caused them to depart.
And this Castellan (al-Kastaldn) did not remain in his (the wali’s)

country beyond six months, and he went to Venice (al-Banddakah) @)

M Lit. ¢ favours .

@RS pifs o

® Ie. olive ail.

) Lat. ¢ souls °.

® For this word, cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., under pi=

GE LS sonls

7 MS. P has ¢ for them .

® The Arabic spelling of the name of Venice comes through the German,
« Venedigy.
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And the benevolent decrees (of God) accorded it in the opinion of
days and the age, and the eyes of men were awakened to its brilliance.
And the year passed away, and it became possible to realize what
(seemed) impossible, the possible opportune moment. And this is the
Castle which the age accepted (as) impregnable and the prosperity
which came to it was undisputed. And the entreaty of the preacher
(al-Khétib) did not assure (it) and the fire of the gatherer of fire-wood
did not penetrate (it), and when we tried it we found that strategems
did not work with it, and that there was not hope ), but God conquered
it there where we considered (that it was impossible, and He made it
a gain for our swords, and we conquered it by force of the sword, and
this (was on) Tuesday, the twenty-seventh of (the month of) Gumad4
al-Akhar (in the) year five hundred and eighty-four @, an hour after
sunrise. What an hour after sunrise which cast darkness on the enemy,
its horizon @), and revealed its radiance after a night of tumult. What
an hour after sunrise (which) gave delight and manifested (its) gift
with love and life to al-Islim. There is no doubt but that he (the amir)
knows what went before in the way of conquests and progress in the
way of good things. Antioch (Antikiah) has remained with its wings
clipped, (and) its arms are cast down. And we hope from God that
He will make easy its conquest, and may God the Exalted make prosperous
(these) hopes with success. And let him (the amir) be informed of this
good news, and let him give thanks for this blessing, if God will». And this
castle was the completion of the conquests of Salah ad-Din, and after it he
did not conquer any thing else of the lands of the Franks (al-Afranf) at
that time at which he conquered the cities of the Littoral. And the Sultan
had taken Bait Gibrin (Bait Gibrédl) @ by treaty, and its lord was in it,
*a man of high rank among his people, (with) much wealth, and (in)
affluent circumstances. And he was named the Castellan (al-Kastalan),
and I think that the interpretation of this word (is) governor (wali). And

@ Lit. + and hope did not go round it .

@ — 1188 A.D.

®) Lit. « horizons ’.

® Cf. B. Meistermany, Guide de Terre Sainte, Paris, 1923, pp. 679-680.
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captives and robes of honour, the number of which was incaleulable.
And, indeed, news reached me @ concerning a youth of the youths of
the soldiers, that he took captive a man of the Franks (al-Afrang) and
(that) he sold him to a merchant of beer @ for a pot of beer, and after-
wards it appeared that he was a great knight (horseman). I take refuge
in God from the removal of graces and the coming down of vengeance.
Then the Sultan (Salih ad-Din) granted as a fief to the soldiers the cities
of the Littoral and the towns and the fortresses, and he remained at
Damascus (Dimagk) ® for a short time until the troops were rested.
And he went out, and @ he descended upon the Castle of the Kurds
(al-Akrdd) ®), and he remained besieging it for about two months,
but he did not prevail over it. And he turned from it to the province
of Antioch (Antikiah), and he conquered Laodicea (al-Ladhikiah) ©),
Baghras (Baghrés), and towns and fortresses and towers. And he came
to the Castle of Barzuyah (Barziah) ), and he descended upon it, and he
besieged it, and he remained at it for a short time, and God facilitated
for him its conquest; and he conquered it, and he took possession
of it, and he wrote letters concerning this to the walis (wuldt) of the Land
of Egypt (al-Misrfah), each of them in his name. And this is a copy of his
letter to the Amir Nasir ad-Din Khudr ibn Bahrim, governor (WAil)
of the western provinces. «In the Name of God the Merciful and the
Compassionate ! This good news was despatched to the noble amir,
the marshal (al-Isfahsalir) ®, the confident, Nasir ad-Din, the power
of al-Islim, — may God prolong his power — about what God renewed
in the way of great conquests and illustrious victories and constant
power. And it (the good news) is the conquest of the Castle of Barzuyah
(Barziah) at which tongues rejoiced and tongues voiced thanks to God.

") Le. the writer of this biography.

® ¢% can also mean a drink made from dried raisins or other dried fruit.
® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p- 245.

® ¢ and ’ is added from MS. P.

®) I.e. the Crac des Chevaliers.

® Cf. S. Lane-Poorr, Saladin, p. 246.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poote, Saladin, p. 247.

® Cf. p. 133,
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upon it and he besieged it for seven months, and he took it W, When
those who were in it were famished, they surrendered it to him, because
they had not prepared anything for the siege. And when they had
surrendered it to him and they had retired to ® Tyre (Str), it came
about that everyone who surrendered a fortress or a castle or a city by
treaty would go to Tyre (Str) or to Antioch (Antikiah) ®. And when
he (Saldh ad-Din) had prevailed over them, he would render every
service to the Franks (al-Afrang). But concerning Tyre (Str) @, he
descended upon it three times, and he besieged it, and he straightened
it, and he remained at it until he became impatient. For a space of a
year the troops were (attacking) it by land, and the ships of the fleet by
sea, but he (Saldh ad-Din) did not prevail over it in any way. And the
Marquis (Markis) continued in 1t protecting it and directing it by the will
of God the Exalted for its safety, until the kings reached it. And they
descended upon Acre (‘Akkd) on the outskirt of the town at the Tall
al-Magnakat (Hill of the Gallows) ®. And when it was in Muharram
(in) the year five hundred and eighty-four ©), Al-Malik an-NAgir Salah
ad-Din turned to Damascus (Dimagk) 7, after he had remained fighting
the holy war and blockading the Franks (al-Afrang) i the Littoral
during the year five hundred and eighty-two ® and the year five hundred
and eighty-three @ of the Lunar (Year), until he had conquered all
the Littoral. And his affairs calmed down, and he gave gifts to his
soldiers and his companions and to those who had aided him from
among the kings of the Muslims (al-Muslimin), * and (who) had assisted
him from among their amirs, in the way of possessions and cattle and

® Cf. S. Lane-Poorr, Saladin, p. 249.
@ MS. P has ¢ returned to ’.
® MS. P adds ¢ and there did not remain in the hand of the Franks (al-Afrang)
any place on the Littoral, but Salah ad-Din conquered it ’.
9 Cf. S. Lawe-Poore, Saladin, p. 239.
® Cf. S. Lane-Poote, Saladin, p. 258 and R. Grousser, op. cit., p. 260.
9 I.e. 1188 A.D.
" MS. P omits ¢ Damascus ’.
% = 1186 A.D.
% = 1187 A.D.

(
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intelligence, and that they may bear it in mind with the passing of
ages and centuries. Then we shall return to the explanation of what
we were at, how God aided Salih ad-Din, and what He made possible
for him in the way of victory and triumph and ability, and what He
wrought @ with the enemies of his religion and his State according
to the saying of the Law (Tatrah) : ¢If the ass of thine enemy pass by
thee, whilst thou art sitting, and its burden hath inclined, arise, (go)
to it and set upright its burden upon it» @, and the saying of the Gospel
corroborates with what is greater than this, according to what you have
been instructed from His (Christ’s) saying : «Love your enemies, and
bless those who curse you, and pray for those who revile you, and do
good to him who doeth evil to you» @, with the rest of the Command-
ments, lest words be prolonged. And Saldh ad-Din acted according
to the command of these two religious laws, without knowing them,
but (it was) an inspiration from God, and on account of this he died
on his bed ¥, and his end (was) praiseworthy for himself and his
descendants. And we have already mentioned that Tyre (Str) and
Antioch (Antdkiah) remained still in the hand of the Franks (al-Afranj) ®
according to what God willed in His hidden mysteries. As for Tyre
(Stir), God directed to it a king of the kings of the Franks (al-Afrang)
from beyond © the sea from the side of the West, (who) was called
Marquis (Markis) @. Some people said that he was a Roman (Rtimt),
son of the sister of the king of Constantinople (al-Kustantiniah)®),
because there did not remain on the Littoral a place (which) Saldh
ad-Din had not conquered, except Tyre (Stir) and the fortress of Safed
(Safad) ®. And as regards Safed (Safad) he (Saldh ad-Din) descended

W MS. P adds ¢ of good *.

& Cf. Exodus xxu, 5.

) Cf. Mate. v, 44.

@ Lat. ¢ his sleeping-mat ’.

© Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 220.

© L. ¢ behind °.

@ I.e. the Marquis Conrad de Montferrat.

@ Conrad had spent some time at Constantinople, and arrived in 1187 A.D.
before Acre, cf. Réné Grousser, L’Epopée des Croisades, Paris, 1939, p. 254.
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(Khutbat) which the preacher preached in Jerusalem ® (on) the day
of the prayer of the feast of the month of Ramadin ® m the presence
of Al-Malik an-Nésir Saléh ad-Din and those who were with him from
among the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and it was the first sermon (Khutbat)
(which) they preached in it, after the conquest of the city and the
taking of it from the hands of the Franks (al-Afrang). «Praise (be)
to God — God is greater (Allah Akbar)!— for the facilitation and the
prospering, and for the conquest and the victory, and for the defeat
and the vanquishing of the enemies, and for the bestowing upon us
of the pure Mosque Al-Aksd (al-Masgid al-Aksd), and for the driving
out from it godlessness and the renegades ), sons of the Christians
(the yellow ones) @, and for dispersing them and discouraging them
and ruining them, and for the return to the Islamic Faith of the Holy
Land, the Land of the Last Judgment and the Resurrection ® which
He blessed and changed and caused it to increase, that in this (might be)
an example to him who remembers, and a grief in the heart of him
apostatized and tyrannized. I praise Him for the converting of churches
and belfries into prayer-houses (al-Mas4gid) and mosques (al—Gawﬁmia‘),
and the exchanging of bells for the call of the mu‘ezzin and sanctification,
and for the converting of the magnifying of the Cross of the Grucified
unto the glorification of the Living One Who is * immortal. His benefits
do not cease (to be) splendid, and His gifts to the Faithful are abundant
— and peace (to you)!» He who is acquainted with this biography in-
formed us of the quality of this sermon (Khutbat), because this is the
place for recording it, lest words be prolonged by us, and we place it
in other than its place or we leave it out. Our purpose thereby is that
you may be acquainted with the picture of the circumstance and may
understand whence disorder entered into the State of the Franks
(al-Afrang), that thereby it may be an example for those who possess

M Lit. ¢ the Holy House .

® [.e. the Feast of the Lesser Bairam at the end of the Fast of Ramadén.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., under the word és

@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., under the word ;4.

¢ According to tradition the Last Judgment and the Resurrection of the dead
will take place at Jerusalem.
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went forth (and) besieged Al-Karak @ and he took it, and the fortress
of Belvoir (Katikab) and he took it, and he turned towards Sidon
(Satd4) and Beyrout (Bairdit) and Jubeyl (Gibﬂah) and “Atil @, And
he marched through the length of the Littoral and its breadth, the
plain and the mountains, and he conquered cities and fortresses and
towns which are in the hands of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) up to the
day of the composition of this biography. And he conquered and took
possession by (reaty of more than what he conquered by the sword ;
and he carried out his engagements and no words of his saylng were
broken, and he did not act treacherously. And the knights (horsemen)
of the Franks (al-Farang) and their chiefs (umard) and their notables
went out from their castles and their fortresses with their possessions
and their cattle and their women and their children and all what they
possessed in the way of wealth and horses and mules and camels and
female slaves and slaves (mamilik), even the Muslim (al-Muslimin)
captives. And he who consented from among them to sell to him (Sal4h
ad-Din) a caplive, he (Saldh ad-Din) paid to him (the owner) for him
(the captive) his value and more, and he who did not consent, he
(Saldh ad-Din) said to him : (Take thy captive, but do good towards
him even as I have done towards thee». And there were many from
among the knights (horsemen) (who) delivered up to him (Saldh ad-
Din) their captives, and they sware (that) they would not take a price.
Then he (Saldh ad-Din) dealt well with them, and he bestowed upon
them more than they had left. And they went out from their castles
dressed in their cuirass and their chain-mail and their helmet, as if
they were going forth to war. And when he (Saldh ad-Din) saw them,
he smiled, then his eyes shed tears, and he did not hold back from them
anything (even to) the value of a grain; but he caused the soldiers
to journey with them that they might protect them and guard them ®!
unti] they entered Tyre (Str) ; he who wished Tyre (Str)“, and Antioch
(Antékfah), who wished Antioch (An(4kiah)®. Thisis a copy of the sermon

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 249.

GRCESpI 1O

¢ Gf. R. Grousser, L’Epopée des Croisades, Paris, 1939, p. 251.
Tt
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they set free the double @ (who) were unable (to pay) anything, seven
thousand men (for) thirty thousand dindrs, presenting it as alms before
their chiefs, and as a tribute in advance on behalf of the wages of their
inhabitants. And praise (be) to God Who has silenced their appeals,

-and has covered over their claim, and has rooted up by the swords of

Al-Nésir (an-Nésiryat) their error and those who led them into error.
And thanks (be) to God for delivering the Mosque Al-Aksd (al-Masgid
al-Aks&) @ whither God caused his Servant to journey at night ®, and
for the execution of what preceded, and His promise is true. And the
amir shall receive his share from this good news * with the delight
which overwhelmed hearts and filled hands and treasures, and announced
the good tidings of the conquest of what the sun had risen upon, in
the way of countries and cities, and embellished the narrative of our
days with abundance of prosperity and good qualities. And he (Saldh
ad-Din) commands that he (the amir) announce the good news of it,
and go forward with the joy of the good news, and propagate it, and
decorate the city, being present on the Friday (with) its congregations
with this glad news, being successful, if God will. And when Al-Malik
an-Ndgir Saldh ad-Din took Jerusalem ® by treaty and (with) the
ransom mentioned before in the month of Ragab (in) the year five
hundred and eighty-three of the Lunar (Year)®, he remained in it
until he had completed the fast @ of the month of Ramadén of the
mentioned year, and he préyed in it the prayer of the feast ® with those
who were present with him of the Muslims (al-Muslimin). And he

M [.e. double the number of those who could pay, ef. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin,
p. 229.

@ The Mosque Al-Aks4 was erected by ‘Abd al-Malik on the site of the Church
of the All-Holy Virgin Mary built by Justinian.

& Cf. P.K. Hrrrr, History of the Arabs, p. 114.

@ [.e. the congregation assembled at the mosque for the prayer and sermon
on Friday.

@ Lit. ¢ the Holy House .

BT 1187 A D,

" [.e. the Fast of Ramadan.

®) I.e. the Feast of the Lesser Bairam at the end of the Fast of Ramadén.
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fire. And the Mosque al-Aks4 (al-Masgid al-Aksd) @ was arrayed 1in

the ornaments of joy and of good-tidings, and it put off this humiliation
and degradation ®. The reinforcement of al-Isldm (was) sufficient,
and the eq uipment was sufficient and the favours of God were manifest
and unhidden on the aspect of the conditions of the Muslims
(al-Muslimin), and (there were) good things for the victorious froops
in great sufficiency. And when it was Thursday, the sixth day of the
fighting, and it was the twenty-sixth of the month of Ragab, there
came to them @ death from every place, and degradation and humiliation
overtook them. And the Muslims (aLMuinmin) began the assault,
and those who believed in the Oneness @ went forward and they clung
to the parapets of the battlements, and for them (there was) protected
advance, and in their hands were the cups of decease and death. Indeed,
the mountains are moving and the seas are raging, and the millstone
of death is revolving upon them. In consequence, they sought protection
by a treaty, and they returned in disappointment. They sent their
spokesman and they delegated their leader to ask for the fixing of a
ransom, and to beg the acceptance of what their reluctant souls accepted
submissively and obediently, and what was granted liberally of treasures
was formerly forbidden (and) inaccessible. And they accepted the
judgment of the upright scale for their safety, fearing the judgment
of the sword and its torture upon them. And there were established
affairs which (would have) delighted the eyes of the Prophet ®) — the
prayers of God be upon him in his tomb ! — (and) the tongue of the
correct opinion gave judgment with (that of) the tomb. The loser
deserved this and accepted it for his profit. And it was ten dinArs for
a man and five for a woman, and one dinir for a youth who had not
reached majority, and a maid who had not reached (it). And the number
of those in the city (was) about one hundred thousand or more. And

M) Le. in the Temple area at Jerusalem.

@ Ie. from which it had suffered when it was a Christian Church.
® J.e. the Crusaders.

@ I.e. God is One.

® J.e. Muhammad.
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departed, and our days have arrived, and its steps and our steps have
been confirmed by the assistance of God. The period of besieging it
was thirteen days, and the days of fighting body to body (were) seven
days. The mangonels cast (their projectiles) until they they had
demolished and had broken them to pieces and had brought down
the walls and had destroyed them. And the word of Oneness and its
power were established, and the rites of the religion of the Hanefites
(al-Hanift) @ and their grandeur were manifested. And how can the
little stone resist by yapping @ the great mountain, and how can
falsehood endure with truth, and how can the Bedouin women (Badwét)
with (their) ankle-bracelets fight against the firm resolve of valiant
men? * And the godless® did not cease to be in misery and affliction
and disappointment and toil from the day of the siege up to the day
of the capitulation. They were not one day without the loss of prisoners,
and wounded, and slain, and cast down. And they looked, and behold,
the ardour of their enthusiasm subsided, and the firm resolve of their
Counts (Kamét) @ weakened. And the battlement of their city was
broken and the wing of their bastion was violently shaken, and the
summit (Ttdr) of their fortress was brought down and the weight of
their towers by the projectiles (Kafat) ® of the mangonels, and the
fingers of its arrows were disjointed. And (they saw) that there was
no saviour for them from the claws of the lion, and (Lhat) error would
be concealed by truth and the mark of rationality; and (that) the
period of their rule had passed, and (that) the decrees (of God)
had accomplished their purpose. And (that) the inhabitants of the
towns used to come in to them from all quarters, and that they were
prisoners in the fetters of famine and blocade; and they suspected,
but were sure that the city would cast them to the friends of God @,
and (that) they would execute upon them the judgment of the sword and

M I.e. the Muslims.

@ MS. P omits « by yapping ".

@ J.e. the Crusaders.

® Cf. R. Dozx, op. cit., under <5 .
® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., under LS

© J.e. the Muslim rulers.
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would be destroyed by the sword, he yielded to reason ), and he
fixed the ransom on all who were in the city of the Franks (al-Farang)
and others. And this angered the Melchites (al—Malakiyat), because,
if he had not anticipated them in fixing the ransom, they would have
surrendered it (the city) and all the Franks (al-Farang) who (were)
in it would have been destroyed. And the ransom which he had fixed
with the Sultan (Salah ad-Din) (was) ten dindrs for each man, and
five dindrs for each woman, and one dinér for each youth or girl, who
had not reached majority. And when the Sultan (Saldh ad-Din) had
conquered it (Jerusalem) he wrote to the governors (wulat) of the
Land of Egypt (Migriyat) informing them of this. And he wrote to the
Amir Nasir ad-Din Khudr Ibn Bahrdm, governor (wali) of the western
province, and the aforesaid had become governor (wali) of this province
in (the month of) SawAl (in) the year five hundred and eighty-one ),
and he continued in it up to the day that this biography was written
m (the month) of Sawal (in) the year six hundred and three of the
Lunar (Year) ®), and he continued in it ® twenty-three years, and he was
a good man, just, religious, of much alms-giving, (and he was) blind
to the property of subject(s). And this is a copy of the letter of the
Sultan (Salih ad-Din) to him on the conquest of Jerusalem . «In the
Name of God the Merciful and the Compassionate ! Our letter (is) to
the illustrious amir, the great marshal (al-Isfahsaldr), Nagir ad-Din,
the boast of al-Islam, the pillar of those who fight the holy war, the
confident of the Amir of the Faithful —may God continue His favour
(to him), and exalt his rank and bestow generously on him from His
good gifts, and sharpen his resolve. Our standards were raised on
the battlements of Jerusalem ® — may God guard it! —and our com-
mands are executed in it. The days of the godless enemy ® have

M Lig. ¢ to the best .

@ Tes 1185 4D,

@ Ie. 1207 A.D. This date is important as it gives us the terminus ad quem
for the compilation of this part of the History of the Patriarchs.

® ILe. the government.

@ Lit. ¢ the Holy House .

©® I.e. the Crusaders.
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Sultan sent to him that he should surrender the city by treaty, but he
did not do (s0). And there was a Christian (Nasrdnt) man from among
the Melkites (Malakiyat) ) named Joseph (Yésif) al-Batit, and he was
from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem (al-Kuds), and he had removed
to Damascus (Dimask) and he dwelt in it. And he had known Saldh
ad-Din and his brothers, before he was Sultan and before these affairs ;
and he had known his father and his paternal uncle Asad ad-Din
Sirkth @, while they were in Damascus (Dimagk) in the service of Nir
ad-Din Mahmdd Ibn Zanki®), before they had taken possession of
Egypt (Misr). When the Sultan ruled over the Land of Egypt (Misr),
he (Yasif al-Batit) came to them that they might protect him, and the
king Al-“Adil Abt Bakr, the brother of Saldh ad-Din, took him unto
him, and he bestowed favours on him, and he caused him to dwell @
in the Castle of the Calif (Khalifat) in the Hall of the Golden Gate ® in
the Eastern Castle ® in Cairo (al-Khirah). And Salih ad-Din used
to send him as an intermediary to the kings of the Franks (al-Afrang)
before these * affairs, and he was conversant with the conditions of
their lands, and he knew their chief knights (horsemen). And when
the Sultan saw that the fight was severe, and that he prevailed not
over the Holy City, he caused Joseph (Yusif) al-Batit to come, and he
agreed with him that he should go to the Christian Melkites (an-Nasdrah
al-Malakiyat), promising them all good, and that he should prevent
them from helping the Franks (al-Afrang) in the fight, and that they
should surrender the city to Saldh ad-Din on their part, and he ap-
pointed for them much mone}.f. And when the news reached Balian
(Balidn) Ibelin (Ibn Birzdn) — and the Melkites (al-Malakiyat) in the
city were more than the Franks (al-Farang) —he feared lest they
should surrender it (the city), and that all the Franks (al-Afrang)

W Ie. the Greek Orthodox Christians.

@ Cf. P.K. Hrrrr, History of Syria, p. 600.

© Cf. P.K. Humms, op. eit.; p.:599 5qq.

® MS. P adds ¢ with him ’.

@ Cf. P. Casawova, ¢ Description Historique et Topographique de I’Egypte i
p- 101 (MIFAO, t. IV, Le Caire, 1920).
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the pillage and the devastation of the pillagers. I had issued the order
that the attack on it (Ascalon) should be (on) Sunday, the sixteenth
of GumAd4 al-Akhar . The engines of war were set up (on) Tuesday,
the eighteenth, and the breach of the large bastion occurred (on)
Wednesday the nineteenth. The city surrendered, and the staridards
of Al-Islim were set up over it (on) Saturday the twenty-ninth of it
(Gumdda al-Akhar) @, This (was) by a favour of my Lord to try me
(whether) I were thankful or thankless, for he who is thankful will
surely thank for his own sake, and he who is thankless, well, my Lord
is surely rich and generous. We informed the Amir Al-Mufadal Nasir
ad-Din of this, that he might receive his part in the march, and might
share with those who were before him of the Muslims (al-Muslimin)
by the goodness of the beacon of Al-Islim» ®). The Sultan (Saldh ad-Din)
remained residing at Ascalon (‘Askalin) after he had conquered it,
until he had arranged its state and had delivered it to ‘Alm ad-Din
Kaisar, (one) of his chief, private slaves (mamélikat), as a government
(wildyat) and a fief. Then he departed from it, and he turned his
face from it towards Jerusalem @ on Wednesday, the eleventh of Ragab
of the aforementioned year. And he descended on Jerusalem @ (on)
Thursday from the district of the Pool of Siloam (‘Ain Silwén), so that
the troops might find water close to it. And he arranged the troops
around the city on all its sides. And the Muslims (al- Muslimin) prayed
on the mountain ® which is around it (on) Friday, and they marched
to battle after the prayer. Balian (Balian) of Ibelin (Ibn Bérzén) ©
was a great (and) grave knight (horseman), (one) of the knights
(horsemen) of the Franks (al-Afrang) who dwelt in the city of Jerusalem @),
and his fief was the city of Ramlah. He had entered the city of Jerusalem
(al-Kuds) on that day, and it was he who conducted the war and
directed the fighting with the Sultan, (and) he fought well. And the

@ Cf. S. Lans-Poowe, Saladin, p. 223 : 23rd of August.
@ I.e. the &th September.

@ MS. P reads ¢ of peace ’ in place of ¢ Al-Islim .

@ Lst. ¢ the Holy House °.

© Cf. S. Lane-Poorr, Saladin, p. 227.

© Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 225.
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His soldiers should prevail over them, (and) the polytheists @ sought
protection in flight, and they were forced to shut themselves up within
the walls. Then we set up against them (the walls) military engines,
and we caused them to taste the food of penetration, the violence of
assault. And we took by force its large bastion and we demolished it.
And when we caught sight of it with the strength of its might, then
we destroyed @ it : our mangonels came up to the side of its walls.
And its archers ® did not cease to bend the knee, and its stones to
worship @; and its nagum ®) with their projectiles of the devils of
godlessness 1 hurled stones and repulsed, until we demolished a
small bastion beneath its wall and destroyed it. And we ruined the
towers of the wall and its wing, and we destroyed them. And we
*Fol. 211 captured © the fortress although its fortifications were impregnable, * its
earthworks lofty, its extremities new, and it had survived what time
and man had been unable to make a breach in it. And when they ®
became apprehensive of our strength, they sought to surrender, and
we acted on the significance of the text in conformity to it. And they
cast themselves down in exaggeration for surrender by treaty, and
we saw (that it would be best) to accept it (the surrender). And we
assured them of (our) good faith, that, indeed, they would escape from
death ), and that they would not be exterminated by the will of God
through the swords of 19 Al-Islim ; feeling compassion for the distress
of the army (and) for those in it (Ascalon) from the battalions of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin), and for the protection of the dhimi 1 from

M T.e. the Crusaders.
@ Lat. ¢ we effaced it .
@ MS. P omits ¢ its archers .
® J.e. to fall down.
®) An engine of war.
) Lit. ¢« we took ",
™ Lit. ¢ days ".
) [.e. the Crusaders.
© MS. P has ¢ from death to death ’. This refers probably to the spiritual
death of unbelievers in the next world.
(0 MS. P adds ¢ the people of °.
ot Cf, page 116, note 2.
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(Salah ad-Din) had conquered it (Ascalon), he wrote letters concerning
this to the governors (wuldt) of the provinces of Egypt (al-Misriyat),
and this is a copy of the letter to the Amir N4sir ad-Din Ibn Bahrém,
governor of the western provinces. The copy of the letter. «In the Name
of God, the Merciful and the Compassionate! My Lord, assist me that
I may give thanks (for) Thy blessing which Thou hast vouchsafed to me
and to my father that I may do the good with which Thou art pleased.
This our letter is despatched to the honourable, faithful Amir Nagir
ad-Din, the pillar of those who fight in the holy war, the strength of
the notables, the slave (mamlik) of the Amir of the Faithful, may God
prolong his existence! And God was gracious to us, and He granted
victory to us over @ the city of Ascalon (‘Askalén) which was the best bride
of the world, and He delivered it from the hand of the godless ones ),
and we hope by the Will of God for light in the future abode ®. And
the standards of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) were raised on its towers
and its walls, and it was peopled with its believers in the Oneness .
And it had been built ©® by its polytheists and its godless (ones) (2),
and 1ts muezzins (al-Mtadhdhindn) multiplied in its districts and its
lands, and the sign of the crosses was removed from its quarters and
districts, and the preacher (al-Khatth) announced from its pulpit
(minbar) «There is no God, except God» ©®. And from the accounts
of the conquest (it is said) that, when the armies of Al-Isldm of Nisir
(an-Néstriyat) and the supporters of the believers (in) the correct
Oneness ! were before it (Ascalon), the wrath of God encompassed
its godless (ones) ® who merited that God should fulfil His promise
concerning them, and that the obeyers of God among them ® and

@ Lit. <« He opened to our hands ’.

@ JI.e. the Crusaders.

™ [.e. the next world.

@ J.e. the Oneness of God.

® Ie. the fortified mediaeval city of Ascalon.

© MS. P adds ¢ And there was instituted a real conquest enlarged by a former
conquest which built it (Ascalon) °.

M MS. P omits ¢ of the believers ’.

® [.e. the Muslims.
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and it was a Tuesday @. Then the Muslims (al-Muslimin) conquered
it from them on a Tuesday ®. As they had done, thus was it done to
them, and praise (be) to God Who recompenses every one according
to his works! And when it was a few days after the conquest of Acre
(‘Akka) @, Al-Malik an-Nasir departed from it on Thursday, the
thirteenth of GumAd4 al-Akhar of the aforementioned year, and he
descended on Ascalon (‘Askaldn) @ (on) Sunday, the sixteenth, after * he
had prayed on Friday, (as leader) of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) at Jaffa
(Yafa). And the troops encompassed the city of Ascalon (‘Askal4n),
and Count (Kund) Geoffrey (Ga‘afri) the King was a captive with him
(Saldh ad-Din), and he caused him to be brought and he said to him :
«Deliver up to me Ascalon (‘Askalin) without fighting, otherwise we
shall kill (thee) at its gate, and I, after having hanged thee, I shall
take it with the sword». And the king was afraid of death, and Ascalon
(‘Askaldn) belonged to him and his soldiers (were) in it. And when
the Sultan demanded it of him, and he was afraid of death for himself,
there was no expedient ® except to deliver it up. Then he sent to his
companions, and he said to them : «Fight not, and deliver it up to
them © by treaty, it (will be) better for you» . After they had fought
for three days, and the Muslims (al-Muslimin) had not prevailed over
them @), the companions of the king delivered it up by treaty on Saturday,
the twenty-ninth of GumAda al-Akhar of the current year ). And on
the same day the sun was eclipsed at midday 1. And when the Sultan

M The Crusaders came in sight of Jerusalem on a Tuesday, June 7th, 1099 A.D.,
but it was only on Friday, July 15th that the city was captured.

@ Jerusalem capitulated to Saldh ad-Din on Friday, October 2nd, 1187 A.D.

® Cf. S. Lawe-Poore, Saladin, p. 219.

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pp. 223-224.

&) MS. P adds ¢ for him ’.

© MS. P. omits ¢ to them °.

O Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 223.

™ MS. P has ¢ over it ’.

© MS. P has ¢ the year five hundred and eighty-three of the Lunar (Year)’
=87
¢} Gf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 224.
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taxes from those who made the pilgrimage to it (Jerusalem) from among all
the Franks (al-Afrang) . And Baldwin (Badwil) made the pilgrimage, and
he disguised himself and he changed his dress and no one knew him.
And he reached Jaffa (Yafd) (with) six transport ships @, and in every
transport ship there were one thousand men. The Bartikiah were
wont to take the tax from those who made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem @
from among the Franks (al-Farang) and others. The wali of Jaffa
(Yafa) wrote to the governor of Jerusalem @ informing him that there
had arrived at Jaffa (YAfd) six thousand men wishing (to make) the
pilgrimage . And he wrote to him the answer, saying to him : «Divide
them into halves. Let three thousand of them journey, and when they
have made the pilgrimage and have returned, let the second half go to make
the pilgrimage». The wall of Jaffa (YAfd) did as he commanded him,
and he divided them. And Baldwin (BAdwil) journeyed with those
who journeyed to Jerusalem (al-Kuds) disguised. And he entered
into it, and he explored it, and he went around the city, and he examined
the wall and the places of fighting ®). He' caused a messenger to
journey (on) the second day of his (Baldwin’s) entry into Jerusalem
(Al-Kuds), to those who had remained in Jaffa (Y4f4), saying to them :
«Put to the sword the inhabitants @ of Jaffa (YAfd). If we are celebrating
Sunday, then on the morning of Monday I shall put to the sword @
(those) in Jerusalem ®, and shall kill every one in it from among the
soldiers and others of the Muslims (al-Muslimin). If ye do this, ye shall
be strengthened by reason of the possessions of the inhabitants of Jaffa
(Yafd) and their horses. Hasten to me, and leave in the ships those
who will guard them, in each ship twenty men». And when they had
done this, they conquered Jerusalem ® and Jaffa (YAf4) in omne day,

M MS. P adds ¢ and others than them ’.

® by is a word which is applied to warships and transport ships.
@ Lit. ¢ the Holy House .

® MS. P adds ¢ to Jerusalem (the Holy House) ’.

®) I.e. the battlements.

© Lit. « Put the sword among the inhabitants ’.

™ Lit. ¢ I shall put the sword °.

® L. ¢ the Holy House .
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of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) beyond a troop of ten, and the wounds
of the wounded. And God be thanked (there was) security, and grace
was great, and the faces of the chiefs (Wuldt) in command became
proud by what God had made easy for them in the way of victory. And
we prostrated ourselves before God and we were determined in our
resolution to * depart to the victorious camp of the Sultan (! — may
God the Exalted grant him security ! — at Acre (‘Akk4) which is protected
by God the Exalted. We have informed the amir of this that he may
take delight in this good news, the merits of which have been extended
to Al-Islim, and the grace which has embraced both the individual
and the mass, as God the Exalted willed». And it was, after the defeat
of the troops of the Franks (al-Afrang) and the conquest of the towns
mentioned before ® that Al-Malik Al-“Adil Ab& Bakr descended on
Jaffa (Yaf4), and he fought those in it for two days and the third day they
sought from him a treaty, and he gave to them a treaty ¢! Then, after
this, he killed those whom he had captured of them, and he took captive
those whom he willed. And its conquest was (on) Tuesday, the third
of GumAd4 al-Akhar (in) the year five hundred and eighty-three of the
Lunar (Year) . ..

The story of Baldwin (BAdwil) ® the King. We were informed by
those who were before of (our) predecessors that Jerusalem was in
the hand(s) of a party of Muslims (al-Muslimin) called Az-Zadlafiah
of the kings of the Turks (at-Turk). Then after them a people from them
called Al-Bartikiah had possession of it ®, and from them Baldwin
(Badwil), King of the Franks (al-Afrang) took possession of it. And
the cause of this (was) that, when God willed that 1t (Jerusalem) should
be transferred from them to others, He put it into the hearts of their
kings that He might thereby tempt them, to collect for themselves

M J.e. Salah ad-Din.
@ MS. P adds ¢ in the mentioned letter of the Sultan mentioned before .
@ Cf. S. Lane-Pooie, Saladin, p. 291.
® = 1187 A.D.
® As this curious tale recounts the conquest of Jerusalem by the Crusaders,
the Baldwin here mentioned can be only Baldwin I, 1110-1118 A.D,
® ¢t ’ is added from MS. P.
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it capitulated, and the victorious standard was raised on its guarded
fortress with shouts ), and al-Isldm was established in it, its native
land, and it returned to its dwelling-place, and its jewel to its mine.
And on the Friday, the beginning of GumAd4 al-Awal, the sermon
(Khutbat) was preached in its mosque (al-Masgid) with ceremony.
And the muezzin (al-Méadhdhin) stood in the place of the bells, pro-
claiming the word of the Oneness® for which the tongue of its speaker
had been tied. And in double this time there were captured Nazareth
(an-Nésirah) and Saftirfah (Saftrfah) and Haifa (Haifd) and Al-Falah
(al-Filah) and Ma‘alta and Toron (at-Ttr); and Scandalion (Iskanda-
riah) ®) and Shechem (Niblus) begged for safety. And (some) years
passed from the Battle of Satan (aé—éai‘tén) (. The noble letter stated
that the number of the killed included the number of those present of
the summer campaign of the Franks (al-Farang), excluding the Count
(Ktmmus) ), for he escaped by a hair’s breadth ), and terror constrained
and choked him, and he took refuge in Tyre (Stir)®) with a small number,
and he shut himself up in it, (as) a captive is shut up @, There was
indicated in the mentioned letter that the number of those killed and
taken captive surpassed twenty thousand ) men 19, And this — and
God be praised ! — was a disaster 1, (and) the knowledge of its likeness
was not known in Al-Isldm, and history does not bear witness to what
is comparable to its deeds, and does not compare it (to what was)
before it. And among the merits of this conquest and the good news
of this benefaction (was) that it was easy, and (that) there was not lost

@) Cf. S. Lane-Poor, Saladin, p. 219.

@ [.e. God is One.

© Sie, lege Iskandartnah, so also MS. P.

Y Le. the Battle of Hittin.

(ke oo kLG v Al

® Lit. « with the escape of one with part of the cord round his neck ’.
G 1 20
® Lit. ¢« he was fixed ’.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 215.

o Lat. ¢ Adamites °.

(N J.e. disaster to the Crusaders.
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and that among all what God vouchsafed from Thursday, the twenty-
third of (the month of) Rabi‘a al-Akhar up to Thursday inclusive 1,
(each event) will be explained on its date. The first Thursday Tiberias
(Tabiriyat) was conquered @), and the Friday and the Saturday all the
Franks (al-Afranglah) were dispersed, and they were completely 8]
defeated which freed the lands from them, (and) on its vacant thrones
and the fortresses captured from their hands there were raised the
standards of al-Isldm according to its case, and they were gathered
from the godless monsters @ and from their mother the Abyss who
caused them to taste the fiery flame. And on the Sunday Tiberias
(Tabiriyat) was surrendered ), and the Prince Renaud (Arndt) © was
killed by the august hand of the Sultan 7. There were taken captive
the king ® and his brother, and the Master of the Templars, and
Humphrey (al-Hunfart), the son of Humphrey (al-Hunfart) @ the lord
of Al-Karak 19, the lord of ‘Athlith ® and the lord of Tall as-Safitha
(as Safiah). And on the Monday there were killed more than two
hundred knights (horsemen) of the knights (horsemen) of the Templars
and the Hospitallers at the door of the pavilion of the Sultan (Saldh
ad-Din) 42, besides two hundred knights (horsemen). And on the
Tuesday the cortége of the Sultan (Saléh ad-Din) passed on to the city
of Acre (‘Akk4) to attack it, and on the Wednesday he reached it, and
there he deployed numerous troops who captured it. On the Thursday

M 4L means the last day of the month.
@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 205.
3 Lit. ¢ a defeat .
9 [.e. the Crusaders.
® J.e. the Castle of Tiberias.
BRGNS o LPAL
% Ie. Saldh ad-Din.
% ILe. Guy de Lusignan.
% I.e. Humphrey of Toron, cf. S. Lane-Poorr, Saladin, p. 214.
L0 (B o, AL
a1 The MS. reads ¢ Atil * sic. There is a place called “Atil (Athila), ef. Die
Blauern Fiihrer. Mittlerer Osten, Paris, 1966, p. 492, but it seems that the
reference here is rather to the Castrum Peregrinorum, that is, Athlith.
02 Cf, S. Lane-PooLe, Saladin, p. 215.
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Compassionate ! Praise be to God Who hath taken away from us grief.
Verily, our Lord is forgiving (and to Him we owe) thanks. This our
letter comes to the noble amir, the marshal (al-Isfahsalar) Husém
ad-Din, the sword of warriors, the pillar of kings and sultans, the
confident of the Amir of the Faithful — God perpetuate his loftiness
and preserve his resplendence! And he wrote about the @ event
proclaiming what came through the victory of God the Strong (One),
and His conquest which endures, and what resulted from the victory
which effaced the traces of the polytheists @ and restored the hearts(®
of the Faithful, and called for expression of thanks to God from @ him
who praises with praise his Lord, and asked pardon of Him and

magnified Him and remembered Him, and made broad the remembrance

of His forbearance and His indulgence. And he laid bare (his heart)
to God, the Excellent and the Sublime, Who knew the intention of the
Sultan © to obtain victory for his religion, and He granted to him victory,
and He knew the sincerity of his resolution with regard to the intention
of his enemy ©, (and) He gave strength to him and He aided him and
He granted victory to him, and He supported him with his soldiers
against him who denied His Uniqueness through His Oneness and
disbelieved in God (7), and He killed by his ®) sword the sultan of poly-
theism % and He interred him. And concerning the arrival of the letter
of the Sultan  on Monday the fourth of GumAda al-Awal, it was dated
on * Friday 1%, (and) its beginning was limited to the good news con-
cerning what God had conquered at his (Salih ad-Din’s) hands, and
it mentioned the victory which repulsed the enemy © of God in flight (11),

LISY S chis 2

® [I.e. the Christians.

) Lit. ¢+ the breasts ’.

@ MS. P has ¢ the tongue of ’.
¢ I.e. Saldh ad-Din.

@ I.e. the Crusaders.

(" I.e. the Christians,

% Salih ad-Din’s.

) I.e. Renaud de Chatillon.
4% Ie. the preceding Friday.
Ay Lie. ¢ to its heels °.

*Fol. 209 v
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its money, going up with it to Al-Karak, and he took captive its men
and he took its money. News of it reached me, and for me this (was)
odious, and I vowed to God that when I should overcome him, I would
do to him what thou hast seen, so blame me not, O King». Then he
called for a goblet of beverage, and the cup-bearer came with it to him.
And he (Saléh ad-Din) took it from his hand, and he drank of it, and
he handed it to the king, and he drank of it ). And he set apart for
him (the King) and his companions a group of tents, and he appointed
for him a body of men who should guard him. And he (the King)
continued (to be) with him until he delivered up to him (Saléh ad-Din)
Ascalon ("Askaldn) @), because it belonged to him. And after he (Salih
ad-Din) had taken it (Ascalon) @), he bestowed on him (the King) a robe
of honour, and he gave to him gifts and he set him free. And he (the
King) journeyed to the Island of Cyprus (al-Kubrus) and he ruled it,
and he continued in it until he died ©. When the Sultan (Salih ad-Din)
had overcome the troops of the Franks (al-Afrang), and had begun with
the conquest of the cities of the Littoral ©), he wrote to his son, Al-Malik
al-‘Aziz whom he had put in authority over the Land of Egypt (Misr),
and he caused him to read a letter informing him in it of the circumstance
of the affair and how it had happened ©). And Al-Malik al-‘Aziz wrote
letters to the governors (Wulat) of war informing them about this, and
this is a copy of one of these letters, the one which came to the governor
(walt) of Tinnis (Tinnis) ) concerning the conquest of Acre (‘Akkd) @)
and Tiberias (Tabarfyah) @, and describing in it this circumstance.

And this is a copy of the letter. «In the Name of God the Merciful and the

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poors, Saladin, pp. 214-215.

) MS. P has ¢ the city of Ascalon .

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pp. 222-223.

@ Guy de Lusignan bought the Island of Cyprus from Richard I of England.
He died in 1194 A.D.

CREHSp S 20 n

@ Lit. © was .

@ Cf. E. AMELINEAv, op. cit., p. 507.

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pR219:
© Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 218.
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people, as far as what God knows about this concerning their uprightness.
And when Saléh ad-Din had conquered them, there was among them
all the Prince Renaud (Arnét) @, the lord of Al-Karak ), and he caused
him to be brought before him ¥, and he addressed to him a violent
speech. And the assistants took hold of him and they brought him
near to him, and he slew him with his hand, and he washed his hands
in his blood. Then he overcame Count (Kund) Godfrey (Gafri), king
of the Franks (al-Afrang), in the manner which we have mentioned
before, and he caused him to be brought @) before him @), and he was
present at the slaying of the Prince Renaud (Arnét) ™. And when he
saw him struck down, swooning in his blood, he feared, and his colour
became pale, and Salih ad-Din said to him : (Fear not, O King, thou
shalt not die to-day but live, and if there remained a remnant of thy
people, I would make thee king over them, and I would help thee with
my money and my men all the days of thy life. And T shall relate to thee
the story of the prince and the reason for what I did to him. And this
(is) that the way * of the merchants and most of the travellers (passed)
before Al-Karak, and he used to seize the caravans with injustice and
violence. Ntr ad-Din and others than he of the kings of the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) desired peace with him so as to lessen his harm with
regard to the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and he urged him to do (it) a
thousand times, but he did not do (so). And when it was in my days,
I sent to him and (gave to him) gifts, and I had borne to him money,
goods and robes of honour. And he sware to my messenger that he
would not harm any one of the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and that he
would deal kindly with the merchants and would facilitate for them the
way, and that he would not empower any one of his companions to
harm a Muslim (Muslim) nor a merchant nor a passer-by on the way.
And three days after he had sworn, a caravan passed by going towards
Damascus (Dimagk). And he drove it with its camels and its men and

() The MS. and MS. P have the reading ¢ Arbét ’.
@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pp. 214-215.

® [t ¢ between his hands ’.

© Reading according to MS. P.

* Fol. 209 r°
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the common people of the Jands with the troops of the Littoral 1), and
he came to him (Saléh ad-Din) with a great army. Saldh ad-Din arrived
before him at the water ), and he remained at it. And he (Godfrey)
hastened with great haste, seeking to arrive before Salaly ad-Din at the
water. And he found that he had arrived before him and that he was
remaining at it. Then he (Godfrey) and those with him of the Knights
(horsemen) ascended a high mound there called the Mound of Hittin
(Hittin) @, and they remained on it. And they perished from thirst,
until they began to drink wine in place of water. And they joined
(battle with) the Sultan (), and many soldiers ® among them were killed,
and they defeated the troops of the Mushms (al-Muslimin) at the
beginning of the day. Then Salih ad-Din prevailed at the end of the
day. As regards the Count (Ktmmusg) of Tripolis (Tar&bulis) ©, the
wicked one, the hypocrite, who sold his people, as-Judas (Ydas) had
sold his Lord, four hundred Knights (horsemen) followed him, and
he charged with them, as if he were fighting, and the Muslims (al-
Muslimin) opened @ the way for him, and he passed through with
them (his knights) in the midst of the troops of the Muslims (ai—Musiimin).
And then, in this wise, he did not return, turning away his face, and,
forthwith, he fled ® in disorder to Tyre (Sir), and he entered it, and
he remained in 1t ®. And when the Franks (al-Faranj) learned this,
they thought that he had been defeated, until his wickedness and the
corruption of his intention was revealed to them. And they did not
cease to fight until God gave the victory to Saldh ad-Din over them.
And he defeated them, and he took prisoner those whom he took
prisoner, and he killed those whom he killed ; and there perished good

) Cf. R. Grousser, L'Empire du Levant, map facing p. 270.
@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pp. 208-209.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 212.

®) I.e. Salah ad-Din.

® Lit. ¢ creatures ’,

GG . 110:

@ Lut. « widened ",

® L. ¢ proceeded ’.

Cf. S. Laxe-Pooie, Saladin, pp. 212 and 214.
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five hundred and eighty-two ), and he stayed in it also for a whole
year, and he gathered together the ftroops, and he went out from
Damascus (Dimagk) in the year five hundred and eighty-three of the
Lunar (Year)® wishing to make raids * and to descend upon Al-Karak®).
In that year the Franks (al-Afranj) had made king over it (Kingdom of
Jerusalem) an alien man @ (who) came from beyond @ the sea, and he had
married the Countess (al-Kandiisah) ®, daughter of the king Amaury
(Murt), and she conveyed to him the kingdom, for the kingdom belonged
to her after her father, and she had given it to her husband. And the
Count (Ktimmus) of Tripolis (Tardbulis) @ had not agreed to this ©),
and anger and the Devil (aéréa&én) carried him away until he entered
into correspondence with Salih ad-Din, and he made friends with him,
and he agreed with him against the Franks (al-Farang), and he sware
to him that he would not fight him and that he would not wave ® a
sword in his face. And Tiberias (Tabariyah) belonged to the Count
(Ktmmus), and he sent to Salih ad-Din, saying to him : (Descend on
Tiberias (Tabariyah), it is mine and I will give it to thee. Be strong
with it and weaken the hearts of the Franks (al-Afrang)» ©). Then the
Sultan 19 came, and he stayed near Tiberias (Tabariyah), and the Count
(Ktmmusg) 11 delivered it up to him 2. And when the king of the
Franks (al-Afrang) whom they made king after Amaury (Muri), and
his name was Gount (Kund) Godfrey (Gafri‘) (13), heard this, he assembled

M = 1186-1187 A.D. This date is incorrect, it should be 1182 A.D.

) = 1187-1188 A.D. This date is incorrect, it should be 1183 A.D.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 179.

® I.e. Guy de Lusignan, cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 200.

& Lat. « behind °.

® [e. Sibylla, cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 200.

 Ie. Raymond III.

® Lat. ¢ strike °.

© Cf. S. Laxe-Poor, op. cit., p. 207.

(19 [.e. Saldh ad-Din.

(1 [.e. The Count of Tripolis.

02 Je. Saldh ad-Din. For the two versions of the capture of Tiberias,
cf. E. Brocugr, op. ait., p. 172.

) I.e. Guy de Lusignan, cf. S. Laxe-Poorz, Seladin, p. 200.

*Fol. 208 v°
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out against the invaders @, and he descended on Al-Karak @), and he
besieged it for a time, but he did not prevail against it, and he returned
to Damascus (Dimask) and he stayed at it. Then he returned to Al-
Karak in the year five hundred and eighty ©), and he besieged it again
for a while, but he did not prevail against it. Then he returned to
Damascus (Dimagk), and on his return he descended “ on Shechem
(Nablus) and he destroyed it and he took from it money and captives ).
Then he returned to Egypt (Misr) in the year five hundred and eighty-
one of the Lunar (Year) ©), and he wrought good things with the subjects
of the habitations of Egypt (Migr) which the describer is incapable of
describing. And he acted justly with them and did good to them, and
he removed many wrongs, and he ordered the abolition of the authori-
zation for places of entertainment in all the habitations of Egypt (Misr),
and he disapproved of every abomination, and he established the legal
religious regulations. And he used to sit for judging two days every
week, and they were Monday and Thursday (7, and Sadr ® ad-Din, the
kidi al-kudAt, was sitting before @ him. And he (Sadr ad-Din) used
to enter his (Saldh ad-Din’s) house, and he presented before ) him
all people, and he (Salih ad-Din) would deliver the oppressed [rom the
oppressor. And there was in his Gouncil an assembly of jurisconsults
and notables of his State for assisting in law-suits between people, and
to act according to what the sentences of legal religious law require
in the way of truth and justice. And when he had remained in Egypt
(Migr) a whole year, he returned to Damascus (Dimagk) 1% in the year

M T.e. the Crusaders.

® [e. Le Crac of the Crusades, cf. P.K. Hirmi, History of Syria, p. 596 and
S. Lane-Poote, Saladin, p. 177.

@ Te. 1184 A.D.

® ¢ he descended ’ is supplied from MS. P.

® Cf. S. Lave-Pooie, Saladin, p. 180.

© = 1185-1186 A.D.

@ Cf. S. Lave-Poore, Saladin, p. 371.

® Reading of this name according to MS. P.

®) Lit. ¢ between his hands ’.

o) Cf, S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pp:. 164 and 167.
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and all its towns (Kurd) and its districts. And he went to Aleppo (Halab)
and he besieged it, but he was not able to take it in those days ). Then
he conquered Emesa ([lims) and Ba‘albekk (Ba‘labakk)®. Then he
crossed the river Euphrates (Al-Furdt), and he conquered Singar
(Singdr) and Manbig (Manbig) and Harran (Harrdn) and Nisibis
(Nastbin) ® and many cities in the land of Mosul (Mawsil). And he
descended on the city of Mosul (Mawsil) and he besieged it and he
remained before ) it for five months ). Then he left it, and he went
to Amid ® and Mayyéfdrikin ) and he conquered them, and he gave
them to Raslin Ibn Kilig ®. And he returned from them, crossed the
Euphrates (al-Furdt), returned to Aleppo (Halab) and he descended
on it. And he besieged it, and Tag al-Multik, his brother, was killed
before @ it. And peace was concluded between him and between the
ruler of Aleppo (Halab) ); then he gave to him the cities which he
(Salah ad-Din) had conquered in the land of Mosul (Mawsil) : Singar
(Singar) and Harran (Harrdn) and Manbig (Manbig) and Nisibis
(Nasibin) and all their districts, and he gave Aleppo (Halab) to the
Sultan (Saldh ad-Din), and he took it, but he did not rejoice over it on
account of the death of his brother, Tag al-Mulik before 19 it. And he
entered its fortress at night and he took possession of it and all its
districts and its towns (Kurd) 10 in the year five hundred and seventy-
nine 2. And when he had conquered Aleppo (Halab), he returned
to Damascus (Dimask) and he rested for a short while. And he went

™ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, op. cit., pp. 199-200.
@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 140.

¥ For these cities, cf. map facing, p. 197 in S. Laxe-Poor, Saladin.
& Lit. ¢ on .

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, pp. 171-172.
© Cf. S. Lane-Poote, Saladin, p. 172.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Pooie, Saladin, p. 192.

@ MS. P has ¢ Ibn Kili§ Raslan ’.

@ Gf. S. Lane-Poore, op. cit., p. 200.
UL deat il

Y Gf. S. Lawe-Poore, Saladin, p. 173.

() Je 1183 A.D.
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cancel all the taxes in the habitations of Egypt (Misr), its Sa‘td ) and
its Northern Part and its East and its West and its land and its sea,
of every one who (was) in it of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and the
Christians (an-Nagérd) @ and the rich and the poor and the strong and
the weak and the governor and the governed. And he ordered that
the alms-giving (Zakt) ® in accordance with the law of religion com-
manded by God, the Excellent and the Sublime, should be exacted.
And the soldiers of the feoffers began to oppress the inhabitants of
their lands and to take from them the taxes, and news of this reached
Al-Malik an-Nésir Saldh ad-Din while he was in Syria (aé—éﬁm) making
raids, and his brother Al-Malik al-Adil Ab& Bakr @ was the represen-
tative of him. And he (Abd Bakr) wrote to him a letter in his hand-
writing — this is its copy : «The Royal, Just, High Council ®) — may
God render strong its viectory — knows that no one of the feoffers
divided a district of the districts that he might exact taxes in it, * nor did
he allow property (to pass) to subjects, nor did he harass in them
(the districts) any one with regard to his livelihood ©. Let all the lands
of the feoffer be revealed, and let him (the amir) remove from them
all the exactions and the taxes, for they are not included in the per-
quisites of the feoffers; and he who is satisfied with his fief after the
imposition of its taxes, (it is well for him), otherwise, let him desist
(from them), if God the Exalted willy.

And in (the month of) Muharram of the year five hundred and seventy-
eight 7) Salah ad-Din gathered together the troops and went to Damascus
(Dimagk) after the death of Ntir ad-Din Muhammad ® Ibn Kasim ad-
Datlah, and he conquered it and took it by treaty @), and he ruled it

tr Le. Upper Egypt.
@ MS. P has %5, ¢ Dhimah ’, i.e. Christians and Jews enjoying protection in
an [slamic State.
® Zakét is one of the religious duties incumbent on Muslims.
® Cf. S. Lane-Pootk, op. cit., p. 212.
® J.e. Saldh ad-Din.
® MS. P has Ulw which supports the meaning of livelihood.
7 = 1182 A.D., but the correct date should be 1174 A.D.
® MS. P reads ¢ Mahmad .
© Cf. S. Line-Poore, Seladin, New York, 1898, p. 136.
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him by the Muslims (al-Muslimin) with regard to his position, and
(what) follows this on every Friday and (in every) community. And he
who resists by his hand or his tongue in the affair of him who departed
yesterday () or of him who is arisen to-day @, by which he is led aétray
with regard to him ®) and by which he is turned away by reason of
passion truly resembling it, let the amir deal with him through his
authority, and let him continue to keep watch on him. And, first of
all, what is necessary for the people is pardon, for it is a perfect gift
and a protective gift, and in change of conditions (there is) a warning
for him who has a heart to understand @, and he is a witness (to 1t).
Let the amir know this and let him do it, if God the Exalted will. And
it was written in the first decade of (the month of) Muharram (in the)
year five hundred and sixty-seven of the Higrah ®), and this year (was)
the end of their ®) State, and 1t was the completion of two hundred
years and one year. And three of them ruled before this year in the
West (al-Maghrib), Al-Mahdi and Al-Kitm and Al-Manstr ) seventy-
four years, and the whole of their State for the fourteen Califs (al-
Khalifat) (lasted) two hundred and seventy-five years. Al-Mu‘izz ®
engraved the date of the first of their kings on a tablet, and he built
it into the arch of the Bab al-Kantarah ), at the bottom, and he who
wishes to read it, let him read it there 19, and peace! And when it was
the month of Rabi‘a al-Akhar in the year five hundred and seventy-
three ", an order went out from Al-Malik an-Nisir Salih ad-Din to

M Te. Al-Adid.
* [.e. Saldh ad-Din.
% Ie. either Al-<Adid or Saldh ad-Din.
) Lit. ¢ hear .
= diid AD:
® J.e. the Fatimids.
@ Cf. p. 100, n. 6.
9 969-975 A.D.
@ Cf. P. Casanova, op. cit., p. 95, and S. Lane-Poors, The Story of Cairo,
map on p. 165.
49 MS. P adds ¢ in order to know it ’.
U According to Makrizi the year was five hundred and sixty-six, cf. P. Casaxova,
op. cit., p. 35,
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the State of the Ghuzz (al-Ghuzz) at that time concerning the death of
Al-TmAm al-Adid. And he is the last of the Califs (Khulafd) of the
State of the Fatimids (al-FAtimiyin) in the Land of Egypt (Misr), and
he is the completion of the fourteen Galifs (Khalifat). And in his days
their kingdom passed away, and there reigned Saldh ad-Din Yasuf
Ibn Nagm ad-Din Aiytib, the second of the kings of the State of the
Turks (al-Atrék). This our letter comes to thee, O Amir N., at the time
of the fore-ordained judgment of God and His immutable decree, and
(when) we were informed of the true news concerning him who was
pre-eminent in the Castle and invested with command, and this (was
that) through illness his days drew nigh for him and his sufferings
grew intense for him * until his strength yielded and his power failed,
and there befell him by the order of God what befell him. And this
(is) the way on which walk the first and the last, and a case in which
the weak and the strong are equal. And 1t was incumbent upon us
with regard to him (the Calif) to preserve security and to uphold rank
and to be faithful in the differences of the judgments of days. And we
presented ourselves before his (the Calif’s) gates, and we transferred
his death from being a secret affair to a manifest (one) making it known
that God had ordained @ his death. And we fulfilled in a good manner
(our) obligation with regard to his death, and we attained (our) end
in acting with decorum in his affair, and in taking farewell of him up
to his tomb, and the souls of his successors were comforted through
settling them in his castle. And we (returned) upset to our abode,
and the crowd was silent, and the world seemed to us (to be) in security,
and the hearts of the leaders were in harmony, and the intention
regarding agreement was not crooked. And it is incumbent on the
amir that he command the preacher (al-Khétib) on Friday to name him
whose word is obeyed ) in the countries belonging to him, and the
regions agreeing to his Califate (al-Khildfat), the Im&m Abt Muhammad
bi Ntr Allah @, amir of the faithful, acknowledged by his name and
his designation, and confirmed by what was agreed upon concerning

M) L. ¢ called °.
@ Lat. ¢ heard .
® Ie. the ‘Abbasid Calif Al-Mustadi.
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And he appointed a trustworthy person for the sale of those things,
the judge, the amir Muhammad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Dht’r-RiyAsitin
Ibn Bindn. And as regards the persons, he placed the concubines of
the Calif (al-Khalifat) and his sons in the Dir al-Muzaffar @ in the
Harat Bargawén @ in Cairo (al-Kéhirah). He appointed for them soldiers
as guards to guard its gates night and day, and it was not possible for
any one to come in to them nor for any one of them to come out, and
he left for them victuals what were sufficient for them for some time.
And when it happened that the inhabitants of Cairo (al-K4hirah) and
of Gairo (Migr) of their sect brought to them any thing of their provisions,
he deprived them of this. And as regards the family and the relatives
and every one who was related to them of the menfolk, he collected @
two hundred and more men of them, and he placed them in the Maglis
al-Munafikin (Council of the Hypocrites) i the fwan @ at Cairo (al-
Kahirah), and he placed on their legs iron fetters to prevent them from
leaving ). And he committed them to men who guarded them, and
he left for them victuals what was sufficient for them. And when it
happened that the Cairenes (al-K&hiriyin) and the Cairenes (al-Migriyin)
entered to them with charitable gifts, he deprived them of these. Then
they began to live from alms-giving — praise be to the great God ! He
exalts him whom He wills, and He humbles him whom He wills. And
many of them died in fetters as they were, and they buried them )
thus ; and praise be to the Living One Who is immortal! He abases
him whom He wills and He raises up him whom He wills. And as regards
the female slaves of the service and the male slaves of the service, he
sold them with the rest of the heritage.

And this is a copy of a letter written by the Kidt Al-FAdil Ibn al-
Baisani and his name (was) ‘Abd ar-Rahim Ibn ‘Ali, to the amirs of

@ Cf. P. Casavova, ¢ Makrizi : Description Historique et Topographique de
I'Egypte * in MIFAO, t. IV, h° partie, fasc. 1, pp. 99-100.

® The MS. reads Gawan, sic, ef. note 1.

@ MS. P has ¢ about two hundred or more .

“ Gf. P. Casawova, op. cit., pp. 111-121,

¢ Cf. E. Brocuer, Histoire d’E’gypte de Makrizi, Paris, 1908, p. 165.

© The MS. reads ¢ him .
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were present with him( at the interview®. And when the interview @)
came to an end, and those who were with him of the brothers of the
Sultan had departed, he (the Calif) was alone with his concubine, and
he sought her for himself, * and she assented to what he sought. And
there was around his waist a trouser of Dabiki (cloth)® of gold
ornamented with jewels on both sides, and a clasp ornamented like
it with jewels equal to a pile of money. She asked for it as a gift from
him, and he gave it as a gift to her. Then she brought it to Salah ad-Din,
(and) she boasted with it to him (Saldh ad-Din). And he took it, and
he brought the judge® and the witnesses and the jurisconsults,
and he drew up a report concerning this, and he despatched it to the
‘Irdk and Baghddd. And he enquired of the jurisconsults : «Is 1t
lawful for the Calif (al-Khalifat) to drink wine and to indulge in
debauchery?» The jurisconsults gave the legal decision that if this,
were proved against him, he should be deposed from the Califate
(al-Khiléfat). And when he was informed of the legal decision, he
commanded his brother Sams ad-Datilah to ride to the Castle at night,
and to use subtle means to kill the Calif (al-Khalifat), according to
what we have mentioned before. And the death of Al—‘f&('lid li Din
Allah was the completion of the fourteen Califs (al-Khalifat) of the
Fatimid (al-FAtimiyin) House in the year five hundred and sixty-seven
of the Lunar (Year)®. And Al-Malik an-Nasir took the Gastle and what ©
(was) in it. As regards what remained over and the furnishings, he
commanded that what was suitable of it for him should be carried to
his house @ and to his women, in the way of clothing and jewels
and pearls and ornaments of gold and silver and the like, and to sell that
of which he had no need, in the way of books and vessels and the like.

M Lit. ¢ at their presence with him ’.

@ L. ¢ sitting ’.

® Cf. A. ve Biserstern Kazimimsxr, Dictionnaire Arabe-Frangais, Le Caire, 1875,
$HTp 2

® MS. P has ¢ the Kadi al-Kiidat ’.

® =1171-1172 A.D.

® The Paris MS. adds ¢ all ’.

) Le. the House of the Wazir, cf. S. Lane-Poorg, op. cit., p. 193 and D. Russkrr,
Medieval Cairo and the Monasteries of the Wadi Natrdn, pp. 167-168, 172, 175.
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living in the districts of the (Province of) al-Gharbiah " many bands
of Arabs (‘Arab) of whom one tribe called Bani Salag was more than
ten thousand horsemen. They acted hypocritically and they terrorized
the way(s), and the illustrious Taki ad-Din went out to them with his
troops, and he crushed them and he captured them, and he took their
women and their children ® and their possessions and their cattle, and
there did not remain of them a man to be found in a tent ®. The lands
were subjected to him, and there was great @ security and cheapness
in the days of his State, and he showed in the way of justice what no
one before him (had shown). And Safi ad-Datlah, the governor
(ustddh) of the district subdued by him, gave information to Ibn
Sams ad-Datilah, brother of Salah ad-Din. He entered the Castle at
night, and he sought the Calif (al-Khalifat). And when they informed
the Calif (al-Khalifat) that he was seeking him ©), he sucked the poisoned
ring which kings are wont to do in order to die® in overpowering
(circumstances), lest they fall into the hands of their enemies, and they
contemn them and torture them, and they see death better for them
than contempt and torture . And when he had sucked it, he died.
And another than Saft ad-Datlah said that he (Ibn Sams ad-Datlah)
took him alive, and he asked him about the place ® of his treasures
and his wealth, and he did not tell him about them. Then he took his
(the Calif’s) turban from off his head, and he strangled him with it
until he died. A man of the mhabitants of his Castle also gave Infor-
mation that before they killed him (the Calif), he had drunk wine with
Saldh ad-Din and Sams ad-Datilah, and singing was heard while they

@ Cf. Omar Toussoun, La Géographie de I’E'gypte a l’E'pogue Arabe, Cairo, 1926,
pp- 252-266.

@ MS. P adds ¢ their sons and the daughters ’.

®) Lit. ¢ a house of hair ’. Tents were made from the skin of camels.

® Lst. < much ’.

® MS. P has ¢ that he was sought ’.

® Lit. ¢ for death ’.

™ An identical story is told of Hasan, son of the Calif Al-Hafiz, of. H.P.E.C.,
vol. III, part I, p. 47.

® MS. P has ¢ places ’.
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for the confident of the Califate (al-Khilifat) to persuade the Franks
(al-Afrang) (and) to bring them, he being of those who were attached
to the Calif (al-Khalifat), and he (the Calif) was wont to aceept his word
and to carry out his opinion, because he was the greatest of all the
equerries in his Castle. And the Sultan (Saldh al-Din) delegated the
eunuch Kardkds, and he was also castrated, and he was attached to his
service 1. And he sent with him a hundred horsemen, and he (Kar&kis)
came to the confident of the Califate (al-Khilafat) in the belvedere,
and he summoned him to come down, and he did not do so, but he
closed the door of the belvedere against him, and he ordered his friends
to fight against him. And Kardk(s besieged him, and he fought against
him, and he killed him and he cut off @ his head, after he had caused
the belvedere to be burned with fire, and he returned to Gairo (al-
Kéhirah). And the Sudanis (as-Stidén) ® assembled and they marched
to fight against the Sultan (Saldh ad-Din) inside Cairo (al-KAhirah),
when they heard of the killing of the confident of the Califate (al-
Khilafat), Gawhar. And God aided the Sultan (Saldh ad-Din) against
them, and He caused him to overcome them. And he did not kill one
of them, but he said there is no blame to them, because they fought
for their master and their Calif (al-Khalifat). And he spared them, and
he ordered them that they should not remain with him (the Calif) in
Cairo (al-Kdhirah), and that they should dwell wheresoever they wished
in the Rif ® and the Sa‘td ), and other lands than them, but that they
should not remain with him (the Calif) in Gairo (al-K&hirah). And they
went out from it (Cairo) to the Rifs @ and the Sa‘id ©), and they dis-
persed into all the dwelling-places of Egypt (Misr) from the tower
of Damietta (Dumyét) ® to the tower of AswAn 7). And there were

@) The amir Karikti§ was majordomo at the Castle, and was entrusted by
Saldh ad-Din with the construction of the Citadel, ef. S. Laxe-Pooi, ap. cit.,
pp- 193 and 203, and S. Lane-Poorr, The Story of Cairo, London, 1924, p. 176.

@ Lit. < he took 7.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, op. cit., p. 192.

@ CGf. O.H.E, KHS-Burmester, ¢ The Rif of Egypt ’, op. cit., pp. 96-119.

® J.e. Upper Egypt.

© Cf. E. Améuneav, op. cit., p. 116.
Cf. E. Amfuneau, op. cit., p. 467.
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he died. He was noble, intelligent, virtuous, learned, a composer )
of verse, and he had a volume (diwdn) of it. And the chief of the troops
of the king @ and his counsellor was the illustrious Taki ad-Din ‘Umar
Ibn SAhangah ®. And he was of sound opinion and good management,
and he commanded the respect of the soldiers ), and he obtained
justice for the oppressed from the oppressor. And when he was judging
between two (people), he caused both of them to be placed seated with
him, and he did not show partiality for the rich and he did not deprive
the poor of his rights, and he took away the right of the oppressor,
even if he were his son. After what happened in the way of the conquest
of the Littoral ® which we shall explain later, he (Taki ad-Din) went
to a region of mixed people of the Land of Persia (al-‘Agam), and it
was in the hand of Nkt m of the kings of Persia (al-"Agam). And he
fought against © him and routed him and took from him the country,
and he died there, and his son died ™ after him. And when it was
Guméada al-Akhar of the year five hundred and sixty-five ®, news
reached Al-Malik an-Nisir Salih ad-Din concerning the confident of
the Califate (Khilafat), Gawhar the equerry of al—‘ﬁdid, that he had
departed from Gairo (al-Kéhirah) to al-Kharkdniah, and it was his
fief. And he descended at the belvedere which belonged to him,
which overlooked a garden. *He proposed to stay in it until midnight
and to journey with the Arabs (al-‘Arab) and to go to the Franks
(al-Farang) to seek aid from them and to bring them to Cairo (al-
Kéhirah) to make war on Al-Malik an-N4sir, and to drive him from it;
because when he (Salih ad-Din) was firmly established in the kingdom ©),
the Galif (al-Khalifat) and the equerries feared him, and they provided

M) L. ¢ says °.

® MS. P adds ¢ An-Nésir °.

) A nephew of Saldh ad-Din.

Y Lit. < And there was respect for him among the soldiers .
L.e. the stretch of coast along Palestine and Syria.

© MS. P has ¢ he met him ’.

" ¢ died . This is the reading of MS. P,

% =1169-1170 A.D.

© MS. P adds ¢ in authority ’.

)

* Fol. 206 v°




— 108 —

the employees, the guarantors, the exchangers, the receivers, the payers
and the rest of all the people, for abandoned remainders, outstanding
debts, documents long left over, repudiated expenditure, deposits
recorded by pen but not found, times officially fixed, the rent of the
vehicles of the diwéns, the surplus of the areas, the divisions of the
separate tracks of land, that to which the diwéns testified in the way
of dealings with regard to their different causes and the contrary
sections and their causes, and what follows that in the way of inheritances
without heirs ), legal waqfs and the rent of State ® vehicles, all of
these up to the end of the year five hundred and sixty-three ), a pardon
which includes the commander and the commanded ), those who were
absent and those who were present, the rich and the poor, the strong
and the weak, without exception, with private deposits and private
treasures, and expenses which are in the way of restituted succession,
and it is the equipment of the holy war and provision for (its) preparation,
desiring a good reward and seeking sycophancy and a good end. And
let there be written lines to be read in all the affairs of the State after
their registration, in order to establish the like with the help of God
the Exalted. Al-Malik an-Nisir was established m the ministry, and
his word and his deed were executed. And, at that time his brother ©)
Al=Adil Abt Bakr, and Tag al-Multk, and the illustrious and great
Sams ad-Datilah assisted him. And Sams ad-Datlah died in the days
of his © State in the city of Alexandria, after he had performed much
good for the Egyptians (al-Misriyin) what the tongue falls short in
describing. May God have mercy upon him and accept him! And
Tajg al-Mullk, his brother, died on the outskirts of the city of Aleppo
(Halab), while Saléh was besieging it, from an arrow. It (the arrow)
came out, shot from its fortress, and i1t struck him in his knee, and

M For the meaning of 2>, cf. R. Dozv, Supplément aux Dictionnaires Arabes,
i 9 0.0
@ Lit. < protected ’.
H = 1167-1168 A.D.
* Reading from MS. P.
® MS. P adds ¢ illustrious °.
) Saldh ad-Din’s.
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year. And the Calif (Khalifat) appointed as wazir after him, in the life-
time of the Calif (Khalifat), Al-Malik an-Ndsir Saldh ad-Din, and he
was designated as Al-Malik an-Ndsir Saldh ad-dunyd wa’d-din, Sultan
of al-Islim and the Muslims (al-Muslimin), Unifier of the Faith @,
Subduer of the adorers of Crosses, Vivifier of the State of the Amir
of the Faithful. And the name of Saldh ad-Din was Yésuf Ibn Nagm
ad-Din Aiytb, brother of Asad ad-Din Sirkth, and he subscribed
on the day of investiture  before ) the Calif (Khalifat) (his) subseription
with the writing of the honourable K4di and at his dictation. And the
name of the K&di was Al-Fidil ‘Abd al-Rahim Ibn ‘Ali, and he was
known as al-Baisani ). His father was K&di of Baisdn ®). And he was
an honourable learned man, doing good to every one, praised and
beloved, and every one praised him and made supplication (to God)
for him, and eulogized him. However, according to the nature of
Adam (Adamf) (men)are not © perfect for perfection (belongeth) to God
alone ; for there was not found in him a word for him who speaketh
evil to blame him, except that he counselled that they should not
employ Christians (an-Nagirah) as overseers in the treasuries of the
State, nor as inspectors, and his word was accepted and his opinion
was carried out, and not one of the Christians (an-Nasdrah) returned
to be employed as overseers and inspectors in the days of the State of
Saléh ad-Din, nor of those who ruled after him of his sons and his
descendants. * And he (Saléh ad-Din) signed what (was) his model,
and the model of the mark 7) (was) ¢ Praise (be) to God, and through
Him is my success . The exalted order of An-Nigir (an-Nisiri) went out
— God the Exalted increase its execution!— to pardon the amirs,
the superintendents, the patrons, the administrators, the workers,

@ MS. P has ¢ of the word of the Faith °.

@) L. ¢ sitting . :

©) Lit. < between the hands °.

@ Cf. E. Brocurr, Histoire d’Egypte de Makrisi, Paris, 1908, p. 395.

® A village in Syria, cf. E. Brocuer, op. cit., p. 232, note 2.

© ¢ Not ’ is added from MS. P.

™ For @ signifying a formula which validates documents, ef. R. Doz,
Supplément auz Dictionnaires Arabes, t. II, Paris, 1927, p. 164.

*Fol. 206 r°
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of the Lunar (Year) ™. And the Calif (Khalifat) had sent to him the
Sword of Blood through a confident of the Califate (Khilafat), Gawhar
the equerry, and he ordered him to behead Sawar his wazir, and he
killed him, slaying (him) with a knife on the second Saturday of Rabi‘a
al-Awal of the aforementioned year ®). And he (éirkﬁh) remained the
rest of its day ® and Sunday, halting at his place, and in the daytime
of Monday, the fourth of Rabi‘a al-Awal of the aforementioned year,
he entered Cairo (al-KAhirah), and the Calif (Khalifat) clad him with
the robes of the ministry (wizdrat), and they are white garments with
gold and wide sleeves, and a large scarf® tightened like a housing
loose with fringes towards the croup of a horse, and a gold neck-band
on his neck encrusted with precious stones and pearls which fastened
and unfastened with a silk ribbon embellished with a pearl bigger
than a chick-pea. And he rode behind the Calif (Khalifat) from inside
the Golden Hall ©) at the Castle. And he went out, and all the soldiers
and the amirs walked in his train with drawn swords. And it was for
him a famous day, the like of which was not seen in all the days of the
world. And he became wazir and he governed; and when he had
completed a month in the government (?), he proclaimed in Gairo (al-
Kéhirah) that the Christians (an-Nagérah) should remove the fringes
from their turbans and should fasten (their waists) with their girdles,
and the Jews (al-Yahtid) (should attach) a piece of yellow cloth to their
turbans. And he remained in it (the government) for sixty days, and
he died on the fifth day of Gumad4 al-Awal of the aforementioned ®

M =1168-1169 A.D.

@ Lat. ¢ to strike the neck ’.

@ MS. P has in place of ¢ aforementioned year’ ¢ year five hundred and
sixty-four ’.

@ Ie. Saturday. MS. P has ¢ the day of Saturday ’.

@ For the meanings of Jitse, cf. R.P.A. Dozy, Dictionnaire détaillé des noms des
vétements chez les Arabes, Amsterdam, 1845, pp. 414-418.

© Cf. P. Casavova, Makriz : Description Historique et Topographique de I’Egypte,
p. 101,
(M MS. P has for ¢ in the government ’ the reading ¢ in the night he proclaimed °.
® MS. P has ¢ of the year five hundred and sixty-four ’ (= 1168-1169 A.D.).
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known to him in his letter what had befallen the Muslims (al-Muslimin)
in the Land of Egypt (Misr), and he besought of him that he should
aid him with an army with which to repulse the Franks (al-Farang).
He complied by despatching Asad ad-Din Sirktth. And he arrived and
with him many troops of the Ghuzz (al-Ghuzz) in the land, and the
King Amaury (Murt) was descending with the Franks (al-Farang)
on Bilbais 1. And Nadél, master of the ships of the fleet on the River
Nile (an-Nil), had already reached ‘Atf Minyat al-Fairdn near Minyat
Ziftd @ with ten war-ships (ba\ndnl) and twanty fire-ships (Harrékat).
And when news came of the arrival of Sirkith ) in the neighbourhood
of the city, King Amaury (Murf) departed from Bilbais ), and he returned
to his country. And the Muslims (al-Muslimin) overcame Nadél, and
they defeated him, and he returned, as a fugitive with the ships. And
Asad ad-Din Sirkth descended with his troops on the city of Bilbats (),
and the Franks (al-Farang) * departed, and they retreated before hlm
on land and on sea, and he (Slrkuh) rested for a few days Then he
departed from Bilbais @, (and) he descended to al-Lik ® and al-Maks
(al-Maksim) ) and the ‘Ard at-Tabbalah ©), and he encompassed Cairo
(Migr) on all sides. And the Calif (Khalifat) bore to him a gift ), and
he took off his sword for him, — and to whomsoever had come with
him of the eminent amirs and the chiefs of the army, and much money
for expenses, and tents and a great number of many things of which it
is not possible to describe their kinds and their species and their,
substance. And he remained on the Calif’s (Khalifat) hospitality, and
he did not enter Cairo (al-KAhirah) until Friday, the first day of the
month of Rabi%a al-Awal of the year ® five hundred and sixty-four

WG pa 04
“ Cf. Omar Toussoun, La Géographie de I'Egypte & I’Epoque Arabe, t. T, p. 162,
Cairo, 1926.
© MS. P has ¢ Asad ad-Din ’ instead of ¢ Sirkth ’.
® Cf. S. Lanz-Poore, The Story of Cairo, p. 258.
 Cf. S. Laxe-Pooe, The Story of Cairo, p. 132.
© Cf. S. Lane-Poore, The Story of Cairo, p. 259.
@ This word has also the meaning of gift of hospitality and banquet.
" For ¢ of the year * MS. P has ¢ of the aforementioned year and it is the year °.

*Fol. 205 v°
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of Ttbah of the year nine hundred and five of the Martyrs which
corresponds to the year five hundred and eighty-five of the Lunar (Year).

The beginning of the life of Salih ad-Din designated as Amir Al-
Malik an-Nisir Saldh ad-Din in the Kingdom of Egypt (Migr). And
the Calif (Khalifat) at that time al-“Adid remained as he was, and the
Egyptian (al-Misriyin) soldiers and the Sudanis (as-Stdén) (who were)
slaves of his State were retained for his service. And when 1t was,
Tuesday, the third of (the month of) Safar of the year five hundred
and sixty-four of the Higrah @, and the Calif (Khalifat) at that time
(was) Al-“Adid Abt Muhammad ‘Abd Allah and he is the fourteenth
of the Califs (Khulafd) of the Fatimid (al-Fatimiyat) State — upon
them (be) perfect ®) peace — and his wazir at that time (was) Amir al-
Guyﬁé SAwar as-Sa‘adi, Amaury (Murt), king of the Franks (al-Afrang).
descended with his soldiers upon Bilbais  and he took it, and he
slew every one whom he found in it of the Kabanis (al-Kabaniyah) ©),
and the Turks (al-Atrdk) and the Sudanis (as-Stid&n) outside it. And
he slew a great multitude of the common people, Muslims (Muslimin)
and Christians (Nasdrd), he slew them inside it. And he permitted his
troops to kill and to take captive and to plunder for three days, night
and day, and he gave to them (the free use of) the sword i it. And
he took captive the remainder of its inhabitants, and he carried them
away with him to Syria (aé—éﬁm), and he pillaged it and he burned it
and he departed with its possessions and its captives ©®. The situation
made it necessary for the Calif (Khalifat) to write a letter to Nir ad-Din
Mahmtd Ibn Zinki, king of the Ghuzz (al-Ghuzz) in the city of Damascus
(Dimagk) and its territory. And he was designated Al-Malik al-“Adil
Nir ad-Din, and he was known as Ibn Kasim ad-Datilah. And he "’ made

™ = 1188-1889 A.D.

@& — 1168 A.D.

@ Lit. ¢ the best .

@ Cf. E. Awtuiseu, Géographie de I’Egypte & I’Epoque Copte, p. 333.

® As the second letter of this word is without diacritical points, it may be read
otherwise.
® Cf. 5. Lane-Poorr, op. cit., p. 184.
™ [.e. the Calif.




— 103 —

(who) were in Cairo (Misr) bore witness to his chastity, his religion,

his fasting, his praying, his alms-giving, and his doing good to all
the people ; and that he was a virgin and that he had never been married.
They did not witness against him the follies of youth or a fault. He was
learned in his religion, instructed in the affairs of the priesthood, and
he had a care for his soul from his youth. It was reported to me that
our pure father, John (Ytihanna), the patriarch who (was) before
him — may God, give rest to his soul — announced beforehand )
concerning him that he would be patriarch after him. And it was that
our father, John (Ytihannd), the patriarch, (who was) before him,
*fell sick, and a company of the archons (4pywr) of Cairo (Misr) and
its notables visited him, and he (Ibn Zara®ah) was with them, and he
said to the patriarch : «O our father, if thou wert to use such and such
a medicine, thou wouldst find health». And the patriarch John
(Yahannd) said to him : (By the troth of thy skhéma (oyiina), O our
father, I have used it». And the people who were present were astonished
and they looked al one another, and they imagined that among them
one had the skhéma (oyjiua) round his throat ®, but they did not
see anyone except him (Ibn Zaraah) and they knew that the speech
of the patriarch was for him and his indication to him . And when
the father John (Ydhannd) went to his rest after many years, they
recalled what he had prophesied concerning him (Ibn Zara‘ah). And
it was the turn for the monks ¥, but the Cairenes (al-Misriyin) took
him and they consecrated him ®), and there was mno disagreement
about his affair. And he was consecrated ®) patriarch in the year eight
hundred and eighty of the Martyrs @ which corresponds to the year
five hundred and sixty-six of the Lunar (Year). And he remained
on the throne twenty-five years, and he went to his rest on the sixth

() I.e. by premonition,

® MS. P has ¢ waist ".

® [.e. that he should be his successor.
 Ie. to elect a patriarch.

¢ ILit. ¢ advanced him ’.

® Lit. ¢ advanced °.

@F =116 3- 10164 A~D),

* Fol, 205 r®
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nor reduced by an hour, and he died (V). And this Saldh ad-Din ruled

after him ), and we shall record and explain the news of the kingdom,
and how the former State passed away, and the conquest of Jerusalem ©!
and the cities of the sea-coast, and what God wrought for him, and
what God put into his possession, and the good equity of the days
of his reign and his justice. And he reduced prices through the goodness
of his intention and his justice among his subjects; and what was
bad in it in the way of taxes and the removal of injustice (will be)
shewn and explained, God willing. This venerable, virtuous, pure,
noble Patriarch ®, of distinguished descent, was called before he
became patriarch © Abt’l-Farag Ibn Abt As®ad @ known as Ibn Zara‘ah,
(and) he was related through this name to his paternal great great
grandfather. And we found in what went before ® of the fathers, the
patriarchs, a patriarch called Ibn Zara‘ah whose scribe was the father
Severus (Séwirus) Ibn al-Mukaffa®, bishop of @ al-Asmtinain, and if
he was from his descendants, God knows. And I, the wretched scribe
who arranged this biography, conversed with the son of the paternal
uncle of this patriarch, and I said to him : « Where were you brought
up, and (from where) is your origin?» And he said : «(From the in-
habitants of Syria (Sém) ». And I was assured that he was from the
descendants of that patriarch, because he was a Syrian (Suryént) from
the inhabitants of Syria (Sém). And I, the wretched (one) who arranged
this biography, saw this father before his consecration 19, and I was
dwelling in his vicinity in the city of Cairo (Misr). And many of the
people of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and the Christians (an-Nasdrah)

M MS. P adds © then * of. S. Lane-Poorg, op. cit., p. 186.
® ¢ him > added from MS. P.

@ Lit. ¢ the Holy House "

® J.e. the kingdom.

® MS. P prefixes ¢ father ’.

¢ Lit. ¢ before his patriarchate °.

™ MS. P has ¢ Satad ’.

® MS. P adds ¢ in this book ’.

© MS. P prefixes ¢ the city of ",

(19 [4¢. ¢ his advancement ’,
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Al-Mahdi Abt Muhammad ‘Abd Allah appeared at Salamiyah (Salaba-
hinah) and ruled it on Sunday, the seventh of (the month of) Dhi’l-
Higgah (in the) year two hundred and ninety of the Higrah ®), and
up to the time of its passing away in the days of the government of
Al-“Adid Abé Muhammad ‘Abd Allah, and he was the fourteenth of
them, (were) two hundred and seventy-five years, one month and
twenty-seven days. Of these * they ruled in the West (al-Maghrib)
seventy-four years, and they ruled in Egypt (Misr) two hundred years
and one year. And as regards their wazirs, we did not find out anything
except the period of some of them, and we did not find biographies
of them nor anything (which) guided us to the duration of the ad-
ministration (wildyat) of each of them as wazir, neither how much
was their equipment; however, we were informed of the names of
some of them by our near forefathers who witnessed it @, and they
gave a deseription of them according to what they held (important)
among themselves, and what they pretended was an honour to their
deeds and magnifying to their rank. They ® said that the wazir of
Al-Mustansir (was) a man designated as Amir al-Guyt$, and his name
(was) Badr al-Gamali, (and) of Al-Musta‘li, Saif al-Islim Yénis, and
of Al-Amir and Al-Hafiz, Al-Mimdn and YAnis and Tag ad-Datlah
Bahrém and Rudwdn Ibn Walkhasi, and of Az-Zéfir, Nagm ad-Din Ibn
Mudal @, and of “Adil, Ibn as-Saldr and Al-Abbas, and of Al-Fitz and
Al-Adid and As-Salih Talal® Ibn Ruzzik and Magd al-Islim, his son,
and Amir al-Guytig Sawar as-Sa“di and Al-Mangtr Dirghdm, and Al-Malik
an-Nigir  Saldh ad-Din Ydsuf Ibn Nagm ad-Din Aiytb who is the
second of the kings of the Turks (at-Turk) in the Land of Egypt (Misr),
and the last of the wazirs of the State of the Egyptians (al-Misriyin),
because Asad ad-Din Sirkdh ® was a wazir of A]fﬁdid before him, and
he ruled sixty days, and their count was neither mcreased by an hour

M —=902-903 A.D.

® Le. the period.

@ [.e. our forefathers.

® Lege Musal.

® Cf. S. Laxe-Poote, op. cit., p. 186, note 1.

* Fol. 204 v
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nineteen kings from the Sons of Ishmael (Ismé‘il) W. And when the
Shi‘ite (al-‘Alawi) Fatimid (al-Fatimi) House was completed, (it was)
fourteen Califs (Khalifat) @ three of whom ruled Salamiyah,
(Salabah&nah) ® and al-Mahdiyah @ and Africa (Afrikiah) ® and other
than them of the lands of the West (al-Gharb), and these are their
names. Al-Mahdi, al-Kdim, al-Manstr ©, and a king from them (was)
over Egypt (Misr) until the end of the termination of their State. And
there reigned over the State of the Persians (al-Furs) who are the
Ghuzz (al-Ghuzz), eleven Califs (Khalifat) and they are : Al-Mu‘izz
who built Cairo (al-Kéhirah), Al-‘Aziz his son, Al-Hakim, son of Al-‘Aziz,
Az-7Ahir, son of Al-Hakim, Al-Mustansir, son of Az-Zahir, Al-Musta“lt,
son of Al-Mustansir, Al-Amir, son of Al-Mustali. Then, after this, from
the sons of the uncles and relations, Al-Hafiz, Az-ZAfir and his son Al-
Fétz, son of Az-Zafir. Then Az-Zafir was killed at the hand of Nasr,
son of ‘Abbs, the story of which we have already given a description (7).
Then there reigned after him Al-Adid, and he was the last of the kings
of them. And the duration of their rule over the West (al-Gharb)
and the Land of Egypt (Misr) was up to the day of the passing away
of the kingdom from the hand of Al-*Adid at the end of al-Muharram
(in the) year five hundred and sixty-seven ®. And it ® (was) that

Periodica, vol. XXXII, fasc. II, pp. 394-449, and O.F.A. Memarous, ¢ New
Evidence on the XIVth Vision of Daniel from the History of the Patriarchs of the
Egyptian Church’ in Orienfalia Christiona Periodica, vol. XXXIV, fasc. II,
pp- 281-309.

M Cf. Dan, xiv, 23.

® Cf. S. Lane-Poore, A History of Egypt, p. 116.

@ Salamiyah is south-east of Haméh, Syria.

® In Tunisia, 22 kilometres south-east of al-Kayrawén.

©) I.e. Africa Minor, mainly Tunisia.

® Al-Mahdi, first Fatimid Calif, 909-934 A.D., Al-K&im, 934-946 A.D.,
Al-Mangir, 945-953. :

™ Cf. A. Kuarer and O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, History of the Patriarchs of the
Egyptian Church, vol. III, part I, pp. 73-75.

® Te. 1171 AD. Cf. S. Lane-PoorE, op. cit., p. 193.
Bt < thapil:
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Goo. Amex. WEe BEGIN WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE POWER oF THE HiguEsT
TO COPY THE FIRST BIOGRAPHY OF THE BIOGRAPHIES OF THE FATHERS, THE
OrtHODOX (698(550505) PATRIARCHS OF THE SEGOND PERIOD, AND IT IS
THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE VENERABLE FATHER WHO ACQUIRED THE GRACE OF THE
Hory Seimir, Asss (Axpi) Mark (Mangus) Iy Zara‘An, AND HE IS THE

SEVENTY-THIRD OF THEIR NUMBER — MAY HIS PRAYERS GUARD US. AMEN.

When we had completed with the assistance of God to us what we had
transcribed concerning our predecessors, our former fathers, successor
after predecessor, from among the virtuous masters and sincere chiefs
and truth-loving elect, as i1s said in the Psalm 43 : ¢« God, we have
heard with our ears, when our fathers related to us the works which
Thou didst do in their days of old >, we returned to the research
of the biography of the elect, praiseworthy (ones) the heads of Chris-
tianity and of the religion of God, and of the virtuous shepherds,
and of (their) perfect deeds. And we began with what we witnessed
In our age, and saw in our time, and it is what we inform you in this
biography, and what occurred in the days of this venerable father in
the way of difficulties and oppressive hardships and bloodshed and
the passing away of the former State to which our origin @ had been
firmly attached through the multitude of its troops and its allies, (and)
mvincible through the multitude of its riches, and its means which
are hidden from the eyes in its castles, and through the multitude of
its soldiers and its assistants about which blessed ) Daniel (Dany4l)
prophesied and said @ : There shall rule over the Land of Egypt (Misr)

M Cf. Ps. xunr, 1. The ¢ when ’, however, does not occur in the Greek, Coptic
or Arabic Versions.

@ J.e. ¢ our country ’.

® Lit. ¢ prosperous .

® This prophecy occurs in the fourteenth chapter of the Coptic (Bohairic)
Version of the Book of Daniel. For a critical study on this chapter, cf. 0.F.A.
Memarous, ¢ A Commentary on the XIVth Vision of Daniel * in Orientalia Christiana

1







eV TR

After the death of the Patriarch John VI, efforts were made to secure
the election of a certain priest named David Ibn Laklak, who had the
support of Al-Malik al-“Adil. Though this David ultimately became
patriarch with the title Cyril III, this was only after almost twenty
years, since he had many opponents 1.

The main part of the history recorded in the present volume is con-
cerned with the war of Saldh ad-Din against the Crusaders, and with
the events which occurred in Egypt during the reigns of the suceessors
of Saldh ad-Din, down to the time of Al-Malik al-K4mil Muhammad.
The account of this war and the subsequent events in Egypt is particularly
valuable in that it provides information and most interesting details
which are independent of the Frankish and Muslim sources.

The Arabic text which is printed in the following pages has been
taken from MS. Hist. 1 of the Coptic Museum, O1d Cairo, foll. 204 r°-
233 vo, of which foll. 204 r°-228 r° have heen collated @ with the
corresponding text in MS. Arabe Hist. 302 of the Bibliothéque
Nationale, Paris, foll. 261 v>-286 v°. For foll. 228 v>-233 v° there is
no corresponding text in MS. Arabe Hist. 302.

In conclusion, we wish to present our sincerest thanks to those who
have helped us in the production of this volume. To Professor Serge
Sauneron, Director of the Institut Francais d’Archéologie Orientale du
Caire, for his very kind permission to print this volume at the Printing
Press of the Institute, to Mr. Basil S. Psiroukis, Master Printer at the
Printing Press of the Institute, for the great care which he has taken
in the arrangement and the setting-up of the printed text, and to the
Staff of the Printing Press of the Institute for their helpful co-operation.

Antoine Knater 0.H.E. KHS-BurmEsTER
1969

@) For the lengthy and detailed accounts of the various methods used to
secure the election of David Thn Laklak as patriarch, cf. Vol. 1V, Parts I-IT of
the History of the Patriarchs of the Egyptian Church.

® The Collation was made from a photographic copy of this MS. which is in
the National Library, Cairo, listed under number Hist. 6434.
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of priests is forbidden by Canon Law, and when John VI learned of
this, he most severely rebuked the clergy of Alexandria for allowing this
to happen, interdicted the said priest, and caused the churches in the
city to be closed. However, he was persuaded eventually to forgive the
offending clergy, after they had set their signatures to a document
in which it was stated that no priest who was a stranger to the city
of Alexandria should officiate in its churches without due approval.

During the time of the patriarchate of John VI, messengers came
from the king of Ethiopia to solicit him to consecrate for Ethiopia a
metropolitan.  This he accordingly did, and the new metropolitan
returned with the messengers to Ethiopia, where he was received with
the greatest honours. His prestige was furthermore enhanced when,
after he had celebrated the Divine Liturgy for the first time in the
country, the rains which had not come in their season, began at once
to fall abundantly. All was well for five years, after which the said
metropolitan suddenly arrived in Cairo in a piteous state, claiming
that he had been obliged to flee from Ethiopia, since an attempt had
been made on his life. John VI immediately sent a messenger fo
Ethiopia to ascertain the truth of the statements which the metropolitan
had made. After a year the messenger returned with a letter from the
king which gave the real reasons for the flight of the metropolitan.
Suspecting one of his priests of having stolen a gold bar, he had him
beaten so severely that the wretched man died. Consequently, his
relatives wished to avenge his death by killing the metropolitan.
Furthermore, the metropolitan was reproached for the luxurious
manner of his life which was a cause of profound scandal for the Ghurch.
Thereupon, John VI promptly consecrated a new metropolitan whom
he despatched with the messenger to Ethiopia. The former metropolitan
was deprived of his office and excommunicated.

The apostasy of a monk of the Monastery of Saint Macarius in Scetis
was the cause of great troubles for the monastery. He accused the monks
to the government that they possessed a hidden treasure of great value.
Ultimate investigation by government officials showed that his accusation
was false, and that the said treasure consisted mainly of Church vessels

on which were inscribed the names of the donors.




|

PREFACE

The present Part comprises the biographies of two patriarchs, namely,
Mark IIT and John VI, who occupied the Throne of Saint Mark from
1167-1216 A.D. In addition to these two biographies, we have
other biographies for a) Saldh ad-Din, &) Al-Malik al-<“Aztz “Uthmén,
¢) Al-Malik an-Nasir Yisif, d) Al-Malik al-Afdal “Alf, e) Al-Malik al-<Adil
Abti Bakr, f) Al-Malik al-KAmil Muhammad. Furthermore, there is
a section recording the events which occurred in Egypt after the death
of the Patriarch John VI.

As regards the Patriarch Mark III, little is said of him beyond an
enumeration of his qualifications for the patriarchate, and that regarding
his election there was no disagreement, since his predecessor, the
Patriarch John V, had by premonition designated him as his successor.
It is stated that at the beginning of the reign of Salih ad-Din, crosses
were removed from the domes of the churches, the whitewash on the
exterior of the churches was covered over with black mud, the ringing
of bells was forbidden, and laws regulating the dress of Christians were
enforced. However, at the prayer of Mark III these vexations and dis-
abilities were removed by Salah ad-Din, and Coptic scribes were again
employed in the financial department of the State, and, indeed, their
condition became very prosperous and they were held in high esteem.

With regard to the Patriarch John VI, he was consecrated one month
and five days after the decease of his predecessor. Before his elevation
to the Throne of Saint Mark, John VI had been a wealthy layman
possessing a sugar-factory, mills and property. He was renowned for his
excellent character, his charity and his good works. In the days of his
patriarchate, the Nile failed to attain its normal height in the years 1200-
1201 A.D., and, consequently, a serious dearth ensued. This was
followed by a terrible famine during which horrible acts were perpetrated.

Ecclesiastical regulations at this time appear to have become lax,
since 1t 18 recorded that a certain priest, a widower, remarried and
went to Alexandria, where he officiated in the churches. Remarriage
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Tome I1.— H. Musien, Recueil des listes épiscopales de I’Eglise copte.— Le Caire 1943. Un

yolume in-8° Jésus, dex + 90 pages. ....o.ooiinniieianinee s L.Eg. 0,800
Tome 111.— Sawinvs Isx a-Muxasra, History of the Patriarchs of the Egyptian Church, known
as the History of the Holy Church, vol. 1, part I, Khael IE-Shenouts I (A.D. 849-880).
Edited, translated and annotated by Yassi “Asp a-Masig and O.H.E. Kns-Burmesten, —
Le Gaire 1943, Un volume in-8? Jésus, de x1 £ 99 + A pages .. . L.Eg. 1,200
Tome IV.—— Sawinvs Inv a-Mukapes’, History of the Patriarchs of the Egyptian Ghurch, known
as the History of the Holy Ghurch, vol. IT, ‘part I, Khadl III-Shenouti I1 (A.D, 880-1046).
Rdited, translated and annotated by Aziz Survar Amiva, Yassi ‘Asp ar-Masiu and O.ILE.
Kus-Bunmester,— Le Caire 1948, Un volume in-8° Jésus, de wvu - de 101-244
pages + 1TV — & ool L.Eg. 1,500
Tome V.~ Siwinus Iex s-Muzarrs’, History of the Patriarchs of the Egyptian Church, known as
the History of the Holy Church, vol. 11, part 111, Christodoulus-Michael (A.D, 1046-1102).
Edited, translated and annotated by Aziz SunaL Arrva, Yassi ‘Ao ar-Masig and O.H.E,
Kus.Bunuester, — Le Caire 1959, Un volume in-8° Jésus, de i + de 245-399
pages 4+ YEA—NI Looiiiiiiiii e L L.Eg. 2,250

® S'adresser & Kraus Reprint Corporation, 9491 Nendeln, Liechtenstein.
(**) Ce prix est majoré pour raison de diminution du stock restant.
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