


£

CORMELL
UNIVERSITY

TTIRR ARV
_IBRARY




Proyided by the Library of Gomgrseq
Public Law 480 Program

3 1924 096 448 893










Pome VH.— Maras Craugn, Koptische Inschriften im' Kaiser-Friedrich-Museum zu Berlin. lhre
sachliche, drtliche und zeitlichs Finordnung n das Gesamigebizt kaptischer Grabinschriften. —
Lo Caire A9A9 /o0 it deliiites sl i T L.Eg. 1,500
Tome VIH.—0,H.E, Kus-Bunugsren, The Rite of Consecration of the Palvigreh of Alezandria.
Coptic text, tramslation and annotations. — Le Gaire 1960 ........ L.Eg. 1,250

Tome 1X.— H.J. Povorsxy, Etudes de syntaze cople. — Le Caire 1044, {Epuisé)

Tome X.— O, H. E, Kus-Busuzsren, The Eguptian or Coptic Ghurch. A detatled deseription
of Her Liturgical Services and the Rites and Ceremonies observed in the Administration
of Her Sacraments, — Le Gaire 1967 .. couiioiiivaiiinninenes L.Eg. 4. —

Tome XI.— Siwinos Inn as-Mruarsa®, History of the Patriarchs of the Egyptian Church, known
as the History of the Holy Church, vol., 111, part 1. Edited, translated and annotated by
Anrorse Knirer and O.H.E, Kag-Braussven, — Le Caire 1968 ...... 'LEg. 2. —

Tome XIL. — Siwiavs Isx ar-Muzarest, History of the Pairiarchs of the Egyptian Church,
kmown as the Hisiory of the Holy Church, vol. TII, part il. Edited, translated and
annotated by Axrorve Kuaren and O.1.E. Kns-Bunwesten.—Le Caire 1970. L.Eg. 2,500

Tome XIT, — Siwinvs Iow si-Mukarras, History of the Patriarchs of the Egyptian Church,
known as the History of the Holy Ghurch, vol. HI, part 1Il. Edited, transiated and
annotated by Anrorse Kanater and O.H.E Kns-Buanestsn.—Le Gaire 1970, L.Eg. 2,500

Tome XIV. — Sswines Isn ar-Muzieers, History of the Patriarchs of the Egyptian Church,
known gz the History. of the Holy Church, vol. IV, part 1, selon e texte de la A® partie
du Ms. Arabe 302 de ia Bibliotheque Nationale de Paris. Edited, translated and
annotated by Awroine Kmren and O.H.E. Kas-Burugsten. . . ... ... L.Eg. 4,800

Tome XV. — Sawias Isn a-Muxares®, History of the Patriarchs of the Eguptian Church,
Jnown as the History of the Holy Church, vol. IV, part 11, selon le iexte de la 4° partie
du Ms. Arabe 303 de la Bibliothéque Nationale de Paris. Edited, translated and

annotated by Awtoine Kmrex and O.H.E. Kns-Bunmester . ... L.Eg. 4,800
Tome XVI. — O.B.E. Kus-Buausren, The Ordination Rites of the Coptic Church,  Coptic
text, iransiation and onnofafions. .......... Wb S B (Sous presse)

BIBLIOTHEQUE DE MANUSCRITS <lbslasdi pu)lgd

Tome I-— Datr Mari Mind. Catalogue of Coptic and Christian Arabic Manuscripia of the
Library of Datr Mart Mind, — Le Gaire 1967..... SR U T L.Eg. 1,500

Tome II.— Qasriat ar-Rikdn. Catalogue of Coptic and Christian Arabic Manuseripts' of
the Library of the Church of Qasriat ar-Ribdn in Qld Cairo wiiasans L.Eg. 2.—

Tome III. — Abd Sargeh. Catalogue of Coptic and Christian Arabie Manuscripts of the
Library of the Church of Abf Sargah in 01 BT R e +... (Sous presse)

DIVERS <oleg

. — Lous Fusotax, The Monolithic Churches of Lalibela. — Le Caire 1944, (Epuisé)

9, — Exposition d’Art cople, Décembre 1944. — Minner Borrros Graui et Gm. Bacaatiy,
Avant-propos ; Asaw J.B. Wacs, Egyptian Textiles; Er. Duioton, La sculpiure copte et los arts

mineurs, — Le Caire 1984 . ... ioieoriinacrantinsrnnmarrnnnae L.Eg. 0,250
3 Minnir Bourros Gasur, Note sur la découverle di Monastére ds Phebemmon dans la
Montagne Thébaine.— Le Caire 1948, . ..ccootnuiirinnnnieiesenss {Epuisé)

4, — Avexanone Bavawr, Guide de I’ Egypte Chrétienne. — Le Caire 1953. L.Eg. 0,500
& . Ggorey Sosny, Common Words in the Spoken Arabic of Egypt, of a Greel: or Coptic

Origin.— Le Caive 1951, ... oviioconeiininnninn,ies e L.Eg. 0,500

6. — 0.H.E. Kus-Bunuester, A Guide to the Monasteries of the Wadt *n-Natrin, — Le Caire

SRty T e e SN R o et L.Eg. 0,350

7. _ O.H, E. Kus-Buawzsren, A Guids to the Ancient Coptic Ghurches of Cairo (Critical

Sy Lot A0S Ll nl e B v.... LEg 0,350

8§ __ 0. H E. Kus-Borursten, The Ancient  Coptic Churches of Cairo . (Brief

Guide). — Le Caire 1955 ..ourcnrioni-ns Eag AR e A L.Eg. €250

9, — Carte de 'Egypte Chrétienne. Echelle 1/1.000.000 ........... (Epuisée)

10, — Orro Meixanous, Adas of Christian Sites in Egypl ....cooovoneeis L.Eg. 2,500

{**} Ge: prix est majoré pour raison de diminution du stock restant.
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descended on As-Satibak () to besiege it ; and the Egyptian (al-Migri) troops
which were at Gaza (al-Ghazzah) ) returned, and conditions remained
thus for a period. And the son of Al-Malik an-N4sir who had been at
Cairo (al~l§éhirah) in the Citadel ® was released, but all his companions
were surrounded and were imprisoned, and their allowances were cut off.
And K& which had been given to the son of Malil was taken back, because
he had been among the Companions of Al-Malik an-Nésir, and he was
the Possessor of the Citadel of ‘Aglin W. Then the news arrived that
Al-Malik as-Salih, Possessor of Damascus (Dimagk) ®) and the Possessor
of Emesa ([lims) © had come to an agreement about Al-Malik al-Gawéd.
And he was with them, and they seized him and they sent him to
Damascus (Dimask) ), and they departed, making for Damascus (Dimagk)
And (it was) that, when Al-Malik an-Nésir was informed of this, he
departed from As-Satibak), after he had been on the point of its capture,
and he went up to the Crac of Moab (al-Karak) . And the Sultan — may
God empower his kingdom ! — again raised considerable troops and he
despatched them to Gaza (Ghazzah) @

Finished is the Fourth Part.

M) Le. Mons Regalis (Montréal), of. P.K. Hirri, History of Syria, pp. 596 and
606, and S. Laxe-Pooie, A History of Egypt, p. 257.
@ Cf. page 170, note 8.
9 Cf. page 183, note 9.
@ Cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, Garte 5.
% Cf. page 154, note 6.
9 Cf. page 219, note 10.
@ Cf. R. Grovsser, L’Empire du Levant, Carte 5.
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and they had defeated them, and they had taken from them many cities
among which (was) Sebaste (Stwas) (. And the people were troubled
by this, because they had approached Syria (as-S4m), and between them
and between Aleppo (Halab) @ there was a short distance. And a detach-
ment of them turned to the lands of the German (Allamén) @ Swabian
(Stiab) Emperor ©, and they did not gain anything, and there were
killed of the Tartars (at-Tatar) and the Franks (al-Afrang) a great number
of people ®. And the defeat was for the Tartars (at-Tatar), and there
did not escape of them, except a small part because they had crossed over
the river ™. And, in these days, the news came from Alexandria of the
arrival of a messenger from the Emperor © to our Sire, the Sultan Al-
Malik as-Slih ; and he had chosen a vessel (bats) ® named ¢ Half of the
world’, and the people were amazed at its size ¥, and 1t was said that
there were in it three hundred sailors in particular, apart from the
passengers. And there was in it as regards merchandise an abundance
which could not be counted, in the way of olive-oil and wine and cheese
and bees-honey and goods and other than this. Then it was that the
news 40 arrived that Al-Malik an-Nagiv [ITbn al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam,
Possessor of the Crac of Moab (al-Karak) had come to agreement with his
paternal uncle Al-Malik ag-Salih, the Possessor of Damascus (Dlmask) 1),

and with the Possessor of Emesa (Hims) *2 and with Al-Malik al—(}awad
who was with the Franks (al-Afrang), and he took troops, and he

M Cf. page 292, note 2.

@ Li. ¢ troubled a great trouble .

& Cf. P.K. Hrrri, History of Syria, p. 253.

® The mediaeval name for German, ¢ Alman ’, ¢ Almain ’.

® Le. Frederick IT, 1194-1250 A.D. Holy Roman Emperor.

® Lit. ¢ creatures ’.

) ILe. the Euphrates.

® A warship or transport ship, cf. A. o Bmerstey Kazmmmskr, Dictionnaire
Arabe-Frangais, t. I, p. 175.

€ Lit. ¢ greatness ',

00 Cf. S. Lane-Poowe, A History of Egypt, pp. 229-230.
) Cf. page 154, note 6.
a0 Cf. page 219, note 10,
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people a great rejoicing, because it brought relief ) for them. And the
blessed Nile (an-Nil) came to ifs measure of sixteen cubits on Sunday,
the twenty-third of (the month of) Misrd . And the people rejoiced that
it was a blessed Nile (an-Nil), only that the prices were maintained ;
wheat of good ® (quality) at forty-five dirhams the ardab, and the
inferior at twenty-five dirhams the ardab, and flour at eighty-five dirhams
the measure (al-Gumlah) @, and bread (at) four ratls for one dirham,
and all what (was) in the lands (was) expensive in the way of eatables and
drinks and clothing * and riding-animals and building materials, and the
wages of the craftsmen. And there arrived from the Land of the Rtm
of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) ® with the merchants din4rs from it which
(were) less than the dindr®, and (those) of four hundred and fifty
mithkals @ and what weighed two hundred and five mithkals (7, but
I did not see either of these, but I heard about them. However, I saw
a dinfr the weight of which (was) a hundred mithkals @ and two mithkals 7
and a half ®; and on one face (was) the belief of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) ©
and the name of the Calif (al-Khalifat), and on the other face (was)
the name of their king, and he was the greatest Sultan, the succourer
of the world and religion, Kaykats, son of Kay Kubad (Kinkabad) ()
And the date of its striking at the House of the King at Iconium (Ktinfah) 11)
(was) six hundred and thirty-five 12, And, in these days, the news arrived
that the Tartars (at-Tatar) had descended on the land of this Riim (3),

¢ Le. it facilitated for the people the cressing of the Canal.

@ = August 16th, Julian Style.

@ Lt « high .

@ Cf. R. Doz, ap. eit., vol. I, p. 21.9.

® L.e. the Seljuk Sultanate of Rtim, ef. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, p. 596.

® Ie. the dinir of Egypt.

O Cf. page 292, note 6.

® T.e. 102%, mithkals.

® Le. ¢ There is no god but God and Muhammad is the Apostle of God Nl ALY
ab! Jguy et g anl |

(o Cf. S. Laxe-Poore, A History of Egypt, p. 229.

an Cf. page 291, note 10.

02 Le. of the Higrah, = 1238 A.D.

) Cf. page 291, note 9.
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Caesarea (', and Scbaste (Stwds) @ and Melitene (Malatfah) @, and they
are important lands possessing numerous troops, and they are of the
provinces of the great Constantinople (al-Kustaniintah) which a Turkoman
(Turkmént) called Kiliy Arslan (Raslin) @ had taken by a ruse, and that
its king had expended great expenditure and had struck dinrs, the like
of which had not been heard of. And merchants came from there, and
they brought with them some of them ¢, and there were among them
what weighed four hundred and fifty mithkals © and below it up to fifty
mithkals © ; and they were of gold of very high (percentage), (and) they
diminished until (it was) that they were sold at Cairo (al-K&hirah) at one
dirham less for every weight of Egypt (Misr), not more. And the debase-
ment did not cover in Egypt (Misr) (the cost of) its striking, and it denoted
its debasement ; but, that it would be better than other, if it were melted
with it. And, in these days, there arrived at Alexandria from the lands
of the Franks (al-Afrang) much corn, and it was among the strange
wonders, to the extent that their wheat was sold in Alexandria for thirty-
six dirhams the ardab. And it was choice, sound (and) strong, and its
bread was the best of that which there was. And there was, in these days,
concentration on the departure of the troops, and the expenditure (was)
continued, and (there was) the digging at the river (') to surround the
Island ®), and building at the fortress of the Island ®), and the building
of the new collegiate college (al-Madrasah)  at Cairo (al-Kahirah). And,
in these days, there was an order to make a bridge over the Ganal 1% at
the Gate Al-Khark 1", and there was provided for it ; and there was for the

M) | 23l may be either Ceasarea or Coloneia both of which are in Cappadocia,
of. R. Grousser, op. cit., Cartes 1 and 21.
@ Cf. R. Grousser, op. cit., Cartes 1 and 21.
¢ Cf. R. Grousser, op. cit., Carte 2.
w Cf. P.K. Hirrr, A History of Syria, p. 574,
% Le. the dinars.
© a weight for precions metals = 4,68 grammes.
M Lit. ¢ sea’.
% [.e. Rodah.
% This word also means a collegiate mosque.
% Le. the Canal of Cairo, ¢f. D. Russewx, op. cit., pp. 279-280.
00 Cf. D. Russew, op. cit., p..234.




— 291 —

blessed upright brother named As-Saniah Abd Badr Ydhannd, and he
was nominated for the patriarchate, and there was discussion with
him about it once, before the consecration of Abba (Anb&) Cyril
(Kirullus). He was toiling and selling and borrowing until he obtained
something for him @) to take and to travel. And while they (were) thus,
on the seventeenth of (the month of) Bat’inah ), lo, his ®) viscera suflered
for one night, and in the morning of the mentioned day he died. And he
had agreed to be taken out to the Monastery of Sahran @), so that, if he
died, he would be buried there, but time did not give to him an oppor-
tunity, and his wretched brother remained consumed with grief and
fear. And he went up to the Citadel ), and he informed the group about
this, and they counselled him that he should not bury him ©, except as
a Muslim (Muslim), and that in this way ? (there would be) for him
deliverance from a great jeopardy, and there was no sin in it for the dead
or for the living. And as a dead man, he did not die except in his faith,
and this would not deprive him of it; and as regards a living man, no
distinction or contempt 1s mtended thereby, nor negligence of his due,
but as a means of a remedy which would be used for his benefit, though
it might be bitter. And he went to the officials of the inheritance, and
he wrote his signature for them by which he might be released from them ;
and he bore him out as a Muslim (Muslim), and he was buried with the
Muslims (al-Muslimin), and this was among all the trials with which
this saint ® was tried. Then (it was) that the news arrived that the Tartars
(at-Tatar) had turned towards the Rém Kingdom of the Muslims (al-
Muslimin) ), and there are the districts of Iconium (Ktniah) 1% and

) [.e. the Christian man.

® = June 11th, Julian Style.

®) J.e. the Christian man’s.

® Cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, pp. 142-143.
@ Cf. page 183, note 9.

® J.e. the Christian man, his brother.

M Lit. © matter ’.

® J.e. the brother of the Christian man.

® Ie. the Seljuk Kingdom of Riim.

a9 Cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, Carte 21.
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And as regards meat and poultry, and all the rest of the sorts of eatables
and what was like that, (remained) in its state as regards dearness. And
it was (that) our Sire, the Sultan, had ordered to be exiled a group of
the confined amirs, and he took for them galleys, and they sailed in them,
and they went with them to the lands of the West, to an island in which
(was) a group of Jews (Yahtd), called Talmasah, and they left them
in it W. And there was a man of the Children of the Christians (an-Naséré)
known as Abi'l-Magd [I]bn al-Mu'taman [I]bn Abd’l-Badr, and his
mother was the daughter of the sister of the patriarch Ibn Zaraah .
And it was, that there happened to him the mishap of having become
drunk twenty-eight years before ; and it was, that he quarrelled with some
people, while he was drunk, and he spoke against Al-Isldm, and they
retained the words against him. And they went with him to the college
of the jurisconsult At-Ttst, and they compelled him to pass the night in
a house alone. And when he recovered from his drunkenness, he cast
himself down from the Gate of Rith ® into the street in the direction of
the river @, and he departed thereupon, (and) he hid himself with some
Christians (an-Nagird) until he had completed his affair, and he turned
to the east, and he remained there this period ®, and he married and was
given children and wealth. Then (it was) that he was cast down through
time by events (which) took away his wealth and caused him to lose
some of the children. And he returned to Cairo (Misr) in the hope that
his affair had been forgotten and that his condition would prosper ©,
and that he might reside in the lands and carry on his affairs as a Christian
(Nugréni). And he was caused to be afraid of this, and it was said to
him that *his was not possible, and ¢ thou wilt renew the troubles which
have passed’, and he hid himself with his brethren. * And he had a

M Ie. the island.

® Le. John VI, 1189-1216 A.D. who preceded Cyril III on the Throne of
Alexandria.

@ Cf. D. Russes, op. at., p. 167.

® Lit. ¢ sea’.

® Te. the period of twenty-eight years.

® Lit. < go on’.
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the noble amirs were thanked by our Sire, the Sultan, and by everyone.
And our Sire gave to them magnificent robes of honour ; and they were
three amirs, kinsmen ), and they were Hisn ad-Din, and he was the
youngest of them in years and the highest @ of them in rank, and Saraf
ad-Din and Taki ad-Din. Then, after this, the Syrian (a3-Sami) troops
moved with the Franks (al-Afrang) towards the neighbourhood of Gaza
(Ghazzah) ®. And the news arrived that Al-Malik an-Nasir [I]bn al-Malik
al-Mu‘azzam, the Possessor of the Crac (al-Karak) ®, had come to an
agreement with them ©, and the troops which were at Gaza (Ghazzah) ®)
returned to Fakis ®. And our Sire, the Sultan — may his victory be
empowered ! — ordered the troops to go out, and he expended on them
for every amir according to the number of his bodyguard, for every
soldier ten dindrs. If there were with him a hundred soldiers, he would
give to him a thousand dinars; and (as for) the soldiers, (he gave) to
every soldier twenty dinérs. And as regards the men of the bodyguard,
everyone would have forty dindrs. And it was said that what was issued @)
was two hundred thousand dinrs. And there came the days, for taking
the depth (of the Nile) by the Nilometer (al-Mikyds) ® and its reading,
and 1t was the twenty-fifth of (the month of) Bai’tinah @, and the depth
on that mentioned day (was) four cubits and fourteen fingers, and it
was in the past year, on a similar day, four cubits and twenty fingers,
the difference 19 between them (being) six fingers. And the prices abated,
wheat (was) from fifty dirhams the ardab to thirty, barley (was) from
twenty-two dirhams the ardab to twenty, and beans (al-Fil) like this.

@) Lit. ¢ sons of uncles ’.

@) Lat. ¢ the greatest’.

® Cf. page 170, note 8.

) Fortress near the Dead Sea.

® Cf. S. Lane-Poowe, 4 History of Egypt, p. 230.
® Cf. E. Amfuineav, op. cit., pp. 483-484.

@ ILe. from the Treasury.

@ Cf. page 280, note 10.

© = June 19th, Julian Style.

(19 It ¢ decrease ’.
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exceeded forty, and they had exhausted the majority of the names, and
(it was) one of their stipulations (that) a Calif (Khalifah) should not be
called by a name by which other than ke had been called. And it is said
that they remained for a time searching until this name occurred to
them. And his messengers came to our Sire, Al-Malik as-Salih, and he
was proclaimed, and coinage was struck in his name. Then (it was)
that our Sire, the Sultan —may his victory be empowered! — des-
patched te his intimate amirs who were at Gaza (Ghazzah) @), and they
were the noble amirs, Children of Tatlab, that they should come to Cairo
(al-Kdhirah) to make a review for him. And they came, and during their
coming the Franks (al-Afrang) had come 1n vessels to Al-Wiridah, (and)
they pillaged it, and they took from it a group ®. Then they came to
Katiah @), and during their coming to it the notables descended at it,
and they did not know. And, lo, the Franks (al-Afrang) descended from
the ships, at the beginning of the night, and they came to the market,
and they pillaged if, and they seized all whom they found, and they bound
them with them in chains. And when the news reached the notables, they
rode, and they were few, because their companions had dispersed ; and
they were weak at the beginning, because their soldiers were very close
together, only (it was) that they were not remiss. And they (the notables)
surprised them (the Franks), and they fought against them from the
beginning of the night until the sun rose, and they delivered the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) from them whom they had captured ; and they took from
them () three souls alive *and lkilled of them () about twenty souls,
(and) they came with their scalps ® with them on spears. And it was
said that the majority of them ) were wounded, and some of them died
after their separation from them . And they did not go, except with
difficulty, and it was said that (they were) about three hundred archers,
and this (was) a great amount in comparison to this small group, and

) Cf. page 158, note 7.

@ [.e. of prisoners.

@ Cf. B. Moistermany, op. eit., p. 44,
@ [.e. the Franks.

© Cf. R. Dozy, op. at., vol. I, p. 765.
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imported merchandise (of slaves) be sold to one of the Christians (an-
Nagérd). And he said that these imported slaves (were) all Muslims
(Muslimén), and (that) they pass through D h1k®, and “Aidb ), and
the lands of the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and they enter the prayer-houses
(al-Masdid) and pray in them; and (that) they should not be sold to
the Christians (an-Nasdrd), and many things like this. Among (these was)
that the grandson ® should follow the grandfather, if he had been a
Muslim (Muslim), even if the son @ had been a Christian (Nusrént),
because he was grown up at the time his father, (who) was the grandfather,
had adopted Al-Islim. And he ®) was dismissed, apart from their group,
and he (the Sultan) confirmed all the representatives in their districts.
And the people were appeased a little from what they had endured ©,
only (it was) that the church of the Island 7 was demolished to the
ground, and other things beside it in the buildings of the fortress, and
it was among them. And it was in this year (that) the news arrived that
the Calif (al-Khalif) Al-Mustansir bi'llah had died at Bagdad (BaghdAd),
and God had mercy on him among the legitimate califs (al-Khulafd) who
set up the beacon of truth ®), and wrought justice among the people ¥,
and brought nigh (to them) the upright and repudiated those who
sowed dissension; and he died, and his son Al-Musta’sim bi’llah (10,
the Commander of the Faithful, ruled "V after him. And they gave to him
this title 12, because the ‘Abbasid (al-“Abbasiyin) Califs (al-Khulafd) had

M The name is written without diacritical points.

@ For °Aldidb and the Wadi Dehemit, cf. Bulletin de U'Institut Frangais
d’Archéologie Orientale, t. VIII, 1909, pp. 135-143.

® Lit. ¢ son of the son .

@ J.e. the son of the grandfather, and hence father of the man.

® [.e. the judge of Kis.

® Lit. © what was upon them ’.

™ I.e. Rodah.

® [e. the teachings of the Sunna, as opposed to those of the Shiites.

O Lit. ¢ creatures .

¢o Cf. S. Lane-Poous, A History of Egypt, p. 255, note 1.

ULEFir e =at 2

(2 Je. ¢He who fakes refuge in God».
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thus until Friday, the sixth of (the month of) Basuns (%), and it was the
feast of the martyr Abba (Abd) Isaac (Ishak) of Tiphre (Difrt). And the
elder (as- éalkh) Abt Magd al-Akhmimi was ordered to return to preaching,
as his position was at first. And this was the first service of Ibn ‘Abd as-
Salam, and he preached on the mentioned day at the mosque (al-Gama®)
of Cairo (Migr), and it was for him a remarkable day. And the people
received him with lighted candles and elevated Books 2, and they
rejoiced greatly ® in him. And the court ¥ remained without a judge
at Cairo (Migr). And the affair was suspended about this until the Sultan
* rode one day in the district of Giza (al—f}izah) ), and Ibn ‘Abd as-Salam
overtook him, and he came to him to the belvedere at Miniat ‘Ukbah ©,
and he asked permission (to go) over to him, and he (the Sultan) gave to
him permission to pass, and he passed over to him. And he honoured
him, and he rose up for him, and he ate with him. And he (Ibn ‘Abd
as-Salam) asked permission to be relieved from performing justice, and
he (the Sultan) gave to him permission, and this had not been thought of.
Then he (Ibn ‘Abd as-Salam) asked of him permission to depart, and
he gave to him permission (to go) wherever he wished. Then he departed
from him (the Sultan), and he was cut off from judging and preaching.
And all his representatives were retained in their places as before, but
by the authority of the Sultan, not by the authority of the judge of Cairo
(Misr), as was the custom. And the judge of Cairo (Migr) was also among

the group of the representatives who remained as before ; and none of
the representatives was changed, except the judge of Ks 7. And this
was an economy of God the Exalted, because he had oppressed the
Christians (an-Nasérd) and had wronged them, and had caused to happen
to them things which ought not to have happened, so that every slave
(Mamltik) of theirs adopted Al-Islim. And he forbade that any of the

= May 1st, Julian Style.
® Ie. Noble Kurhns.
® Lit. ¢ a great rejoicing ’.
® Lit. ¢ judgment .
© Cf. page 158, note 7.
® This is still a village in the Province of Al- Gizah.
™ (f. E. Amfrneav, op. cit., pp. 399-400.
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was sold for two hundred dirhams, and the mantle of old broad-cloth
for one hundred and fifty divhams. And I was informed that a person
bought a piece of the auctioned cloth, and he took it out to the market
and he displayed it, and it was worth half of its (¥ price, and likewise
all what was sold, because the auction had a reputation, especially by
reason of the awe of the Sultan @. And as for the vessels of the churches,
such as patens for the Hucharist (al-Kurb4n) and chalices and coverings
which belong to the sanctuaries and so on, they were set aside until
they consulted about them. And when it was in the beginning of (the
month of) Basuns @, [I]bn “Abd as-Salam, the judge of Cairo (Misr) went
out to the prayer-house (al-Musild) which was in the cemetery, and he
gathered a group of witnesses, and he removed his son and the son of
Al-Bah4 [I]bn Hannd who was the son-in-law of Astad al-Faizi. And
while he was (doing) this, the governor (al-W4li) sent to him the son
of his brother, and he said to him : «This is not a place of judgment ;
what is this gathering?» And the judge insulted him and he calumniated
him, and the son of the brother of the governor (al-Wali) said to him :
«I will not have intercourse with thee ; but these witnesses are instructed
in what has been dictated to themy, and they were about thirty men.
And all of them desisted, and they arose, and the judge recalled them,
and he said to them : «Be witnesses for me, that I have withdrawn
myself from judgment at Cairo (Misr) and its districts, and I have
dismissed my representatives, and [ have sent away the wazir Ibn as-Saikh
from being overseer of the S41 and the eldership (aé~;’§iﬁkhah)
of the Sufis (as-Stifiah) ¥, and from being overseer of the inheritance
of his brother ‘Imad ad-Din and his heirs ; and I have removed him (from
pronouncing) justice. And they heard this, and everyone of them went
to his house, and the judge departed alone, (and) he went to Cairo
(al-K&hirah), because he was dwelling at it. And the condition remained

M) Le. it had been auctioned at a higher price.

@ Lit. « Sultanate ’.

) = April 26th — May 25th, Julian Style.

® For this mosque, cf. D. RussiL, op. cit., p. 133.
® The Sufis are Islamic mystics and ascetes.

18
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and he said to him : By the order of whom hast thou done this? If it
be by the order of the Sultan — may God perpetuate his kingdom! —
let us know by the tongue of whom did the message come to thee, and
we (shall be) the first to carry out the order of the Sultan. And if it be
by thy order, this @ is not thine (to give). He (Ibn as-Salam) said : « By
the command of God». And the Companion said : ¢« We know that God
the Exalted has not inspired thee with this, and we forbid thee (to do) it,
so that thou mayest see, if this be by the command of God». And it was
that they had demolished from the storey two covered parts at the side
of the way, not other than them. And the Companion sent his young
male slaves and those who were partial to him, and they punished the
witnesses with a great punishment, and they beat them * almost to death.
And they beat the demolishers and disgraced them and that assembly
dispersed and fled. And as for the judge, he remained in the storey
alone, and his she-mule was at the door, and the young male slaves
beat it and annoyed it, and they broke the hand of the groom. And it
was a remarkable day, there had not been seen more wonderful than it.
And after some time, the judge went out walking to the outside of the
gate, and he went down into a ship, until he reached his house. And he
had desired of the governor (al-Wili) that the should assist him, and
he did not assist him in anything ; and he (the judge) sware that he would
not judge nor act, unless he removed the governor (al-Wali). And he
ceased from coming down to Cairo (Misr) and from judging at it, only
(it was) that his representatives remained in their state and they acted.
Then (it was) that the order went out to sell the mheritance of the
patriarch, and it was displayed at Cairo (Misr) and sold on Tuesday,
the twenty-six of (the month of) Baramtdah®. And the people beheld
thereat rare articles and strange things, the like of which had not been
seen ; so that it was said that the cloth of his vestments amounted to four
hundred dindrs, though I was not assured of this, though (it was) that
it was sold for a large sum (of money), and the made-up woolen robe

M) Je. the order.
@ = April 21st, Julian Style.
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at the river 1 at Cairo (Misr) at the side of the Gate of the Bridge @, and
the judge Ibn ‘Abd as-Salam, the judge of Cairo (Misr) had crossed
over to this place at a certain time ®. And he said to some of the agents
who were in charge of the building : ¢ Do not build (on) this place. I have
been convinced that it was a prayer-house (Masjgid) and in it @ (were)
corpses». And they made this known to the Companion, but he did
not pay heed to him (the judge) ; and there was at the side of this place
a prayer-house (Masgid). And it was (that) the son of the judge of
Alexandria who had been before this judge, had built at it a beautiful
storey which he had made magnificent and had expended on it a large
sum. And this judge had purposed to demolish it (the storey), because
he said that the inalienable endowments must not be changed from their
forms, neither by additions nor by omissions. But the Companion
obstructed him (from doing) this, and he (the judge), insisted. And
when there was done for him in the church of Abba (Abdl) Sergius
(Sargah) ®) what was done, he thought that all places (would be) thus.
And he took with him a group of witnesses and a multitude of the
demolishers, and there assembled with him in the way of onlookers and
loafers, a great number of people ®. And he went up to the storey, and
he began on its demolition. And it was his purpose that after its demolition
he would demolish the place to which he referred that he had been con-
vinced that it had been a prayer-house (Masgid). And the Companion
had made it a passage to his house. And news of this reached the
Companion, and he was at the Island 7', and he came to the place on a
Friday, with ® his young male slaves and those who were paftial to him,
and the governor (Wali) with him. And he sent to Ibn ‘Abd as-Salam,

M Lat. ¢« sea’.

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, The Story of Cairo, pp. 129, 145, 166 etc.
&) Lyt ¢ at a time?.

@ Le. the place in question.

¢ Cf. page 153, note 2.

© Lgt. ¢ creatures ’,

™ I.e. Rodah.

®RLt < and 2
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had read what the head used to read, and they had not weighed out
anything (!, * and the governor (al-Wélt) caused them to be brought,
and he took against them a testimony, and (it was) that they (the two
of them) had read the Ten Words @ ; and he (the governor) took surety
for them, and he sent to inform our Sire, the Sultan. And the order went
out to him that he should imprison them until they weighed out the
thousand dinArs which was fixed for the presidency, and he imprisoned
them. And the name of one of the two of them was Ab4’l-Bahd, and he
was the learned man of the two of them, and the other was Abd'n-Nagm,
and he used to journey with the Sultan Al-Malik al-Kémil, and he used
to serve the great of the State. And as regards Abt’l-Bah, (it was) that
he embraced Al-Islam, and he was delivered, and as for Abt’n-Nagm,
he remained in the prison. And in these days there died the bishop of
the Melchites (al-Malakiah) ® who was at Cairo (Misr), and there was not
found for him what (was required) for his shrouding. And these were days
of wonder: the Coptic (al-Kibt) Christians (an-Nasér) (were) without a patri-
arch and the Melchites (al—Malakiah) ) likewise, because their patriarch
had died before Abba (Anb4) Gyril (Kirullus), and the Jews (al-Yahtd)
(were) without a head. And as for the companions of the patriarch who
were imprisoned, and they were the son of his brother and his disciple
and his young male slave, (it was) that they were pressed ), time and
again, but they did not admit to anything. And the pressure ¢ was
greatest on Abt'}-Farag [I]bn Khalbds who was the disciple and the
agent for the money ; and he was pressed " until he was nigh unto death,
but nothing resulted, and they remained imprisoned. And in these
days, the Companion Mu‘ain ad-Din [T]bn ag-Satkh had built belvederes

M) [e. of the amount of money to be paid for becoming president of the Jewish
Community.

@ J.e. the Ten Commandments.

® J.e. the Greek Orthodox.

® .. Nicolas I, 1210-1243 A.D. This statement confirms the date 1243 A.D.
as that of the decease of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria, Nicolas I.

© [Le. they were tortured.

® ].e. torture.

 I.e. he was tortured.
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at the church a man, a priest, advanced in age, weak in eyesight, called
Ephraem (Afrahfm), and he had been in the mentioned church for
sixty years. And he was sent out of it, and its door was nailed up ; and
Ibn AbG'r-Raddd was sent out of the mosque (Gama‘) of the Nilometer
(al-Miky4s) @, and the reason for this was not known. Some people
said that the Sultan desired to make from the side of the church a way
to the towers which he had made at the Nilometer (al-Mikyas) ('; and
some people said that he detested the passing-by of the people by the
door of his mansion. And the condition remained thus, and the prices
of corn descended and became low. And the Christians (an-Nagrd)
(who) were in Cairo (Misr) were in straits by reason of the judge, because
he imposed on the people that he whose robe was white should wear
a blue or black girdle (Zwvdpiov), or a colour different from white, and
if his robe were black or blue, his girdle (Cwvdprov) should be white,
and a group (of people) accepted this. And the common people were
more severe on the people than all these things, and nothing of this was
in Gairo (al-Kihirah) at all. And there had happened to the Jews (al-
Yahtid) in this period a strange affair, because they were without a head.
And some people of them were violent, known as the «Children of the
divided beard», and they endeavoured (to be) heads. And it happened
that two of them, and they were senior among the brethren, came to the
synagogue which was theirs on one of the Sabbaths ), and they went
up on the ambon (minbar), and they read the Ten Words ® which are
in the Law (Tdrédh). And there was among the Jews (Yahtid) he who
hated the two of them, and he went to the governor (Walt) of Cairo
(Migr), and he said to him that the Sultan —may God perpetuate his
kingdom ! — ordered that there should not be a head for the Jews (al-
Yahtid), except that he pay a thousand dinrs to the Treasury®. And it
was that two of the ¢ Children of the divided beard» had taken illegally
the presidency, and they had gone up on the ambon (minbar) and they

) Cf. page 280, note 10.
@ Lit. ¢« a Sabbath of the Sabbaths ’.
® ILe. the Ten Commandments.

@ Lit. < the House of Money ’.
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had planned at Gizah (al—(v}izah) (), And work continued at the Island @,
and its eastern towers rose up, and they began on the northern towers
by digging the wells and making the openings and the constructions
over them and their loop-holes, as was done in the eastern towers and
curtains. And there had risen in the river @) of the Island @ two large
islands. And he (the Sultan) commanded their removal @, and to transfer
their earth in boats to the bank of Gizah (aI—Gizah) W and to fill it up there,
because there were at that bank ships which had sunk; and his whole
intention thereby was to make the river © incline to the eastern side,
and to remain below the Island @ on the east, winter and summer, and,
may be, to remain in the Canal of Gairo . And he ordered to purchase
cows and to multiply them; and there was purchased and brought of
these cows what was above one thousand and five hundred head. And
they were used to work on the bank of Cairo (Migr), at the embankment ©
from the House of the King to the Ftim al-Khaliy ™. And (he ordered)
to transfer the market for corn and the dealers in corn, possessors of
the sites who were at the shore, and the dwellings of the houses in which
were melons (al-Batikh) and squirting-cucumbers ® and cucumbers
and what was like them to Kdm al-Ahmar, south of Cairo (Misr), except
the dwellings towards Gizah (al-Gizah) ), when he purposed to dig
these places. Then (it was), that he (the Sultan) ordered the vacating of
the church of the Island ©) and the mosque (Gama‘) of the Nilometer
(al-Miky4s) (0, and (that) those (0 at them should go out. And there was

) Cf. page 158, note 7.

) Le. Rodah.

©) Lat. ¢« the sea’.

® Lit. ¢ cutting-off *.

® Cf. Stanley Lane-Poore, The Story of Gairo, p. 40.
©2GHERSE Doz, opitart tvol S Ep el 8 7

™ I.e. the mouth of the Canal.

@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. II, p. 273.

® Cf. page 158, note 2.

a0 Cf. D. Russews, op. cit., p. 108.

(N Ie. the people.
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me these two, and I desire of thee twenty thousand dindrs of what he®
had and of what he® feared might be heard ofy. And the governor
(al-Wali) took them both, and he imprisoned them and he straitened
them. And as for the monks of the Monastery ®, the governor (al-Wai)
sent for them, and he brought them to him, and he took surety for them,
and he left them with him, and the Monastery ® remained without either
the Divine Liturgy or the Prayers®. And the door of the chamber in
which the patriarch was buried was closed, and a group wished to visit
him, and they did not find a way. Then (it was) that our Sire, the
Sultan — may God empower his victory ! — ordered that a bridge should
be made to Gizah (al—ﬂizah) (@, and the boats which were on the river (®
of the Island © were transferred to the other side on the west, and the
bridge @ was made from the Island ® to Gizah (al-Gizah) @, and the people
walked on it; and the way had gone (before) from Cairo (Misr) te the
Island© by the bank on the other side of the Island(®), according
to the ® custom every year. And the Sultan — may his victory be
empowered ! — ordered that some people should transfer from every
market to Gizah (al»«éizah) (), and should dwell in it, because his intention
(was) to rebwld it ; and it was said that he had measured for its rebuilding
the extent of Alexandria in length and in breadth. And he ordered that
the store-houses should be transferred to the district ® of Gizah (al-
G‘izah) @, and be constructed there, and that the amirs should build for
themselves houses there, that the residence * of the Sultan might be
in the castle of the Island ©®), and the amirs in Gizah (al—Cizah) ), and
the various dockyards of the warships and the Nile ships should be
transferred from the workshops at Gairo (Misr) to the workshops which he

) Ie. the Patriarch.

™ I.e. the Monastery of the Beacon.

@ Ie. The Evening and Morning Office of Incense and the Canonical Hours.
@ (f. page 158, note 7.

B Lzt. ¢ sea’.

¢ I.e. Rodah.

) Ie. a bridge of boats.
Q8 ot it

% Lit. ¢1and ’.

*Fol. 352 r°
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He said : ¢ We know nothing». And the amir was severe on them, and
the son of the brother of the patriarch said to him:«I am a stranger,
I was not with these® people, this treasurer and this dealery. And the
amir said to him : ¢ The money, or I shall squeeze thy temples ) in this
houry. And he® went into a place, and he brought out from under a
tile a thousand dinArs and some fractions (of it); and he brought out
in the way of silver and black dirhams, what was reported that the total
(was)over two thousand dindrs ; and they took the sum in a leather bag®
well-made (and) of value. And they sealed the places and they left ; and
they took with them the son of the brother of the patriarch and Abd’l-
Farag, the aforementioned. And as regards the Ghristian (an-Nagérd),
group, they assembled around the patriarch with the bishops who were
present. And they were Abba (Anb4) Joseph (Yiisib), bishop of Ftiah ),
and the bishop of Abtt T3 ©, and As-Sand(nf and his son, and Abba
(Anbd) Poemen (Bimin), bishop of Atfth 7, and a group of the priests
and the deacons and a large group of the people, and they made a funeral
for him according to the custom. And it was said that his smell was
changed to such an extent that they were sprinkling over him rose-water
in order to remove the loathsome smell from the people. And he was
buried in the evening of Wednesday, the fifteenth of (the month of)
Baramhat ®), in the chamber which he had constructed at the Monastery
of the Beacon®, and the people returned to their places. And as regards
the son of the brother of the patriarch and Abi’'l-Farag the treasurer,
(it was) that, when they reached the Companion (as-Séhib) Mu‘ain
ad-Din, he ordered them to be delivered up to Al-Muphid Sulaimén,
the governor (W alt) of Cairo (Misr), and he said to him : (Take from

M Lit. « the .

& A form of torture.

® [.e. the Patriarch’s nephew.

WEEH IR S ozy, eplicit., wol Sl ip 2 27.0.
® Cf. page 168, note 6.

® Cf. B. Amfineav, op. at., pp. 11-12.
0 Cf. E. Amfunesu, op. cit., p. 326.

® = March 11th, Julian Style.

Cf. page 232, note 5.

(9,
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it was the second day, and it was a Wednesday, the governor (Wali)
of Giza (al-Gizah) @ —and he was an amir called As-Sams ad-Din a-
Tanbi4, and he had been the governor (WAll) of Al-Gharbiah ® before
this for a long period — despatched with him the agent of the Sultan,
and he was Kamél ad-Din [I]bn al-Fakiah Nagr. And both came to the
Monastery ), and with them witnesses ; and the Christians (an-Nagéré)
brought out the corpse, after it had passed that night in the darkness
without a lamp to burn over it . And they recorded the belongings,
and it was said that they found with him sixteen mantles (Ghaffirah) ©!
of wine-colour and other than them, and forty precious veils; and as
regards clothing and turbans and baggy-trousers and palliums (al-
Balartat) © and amices (al-‘Arddf) ") and hypogonation (al-Haglr) ®
which (belong) to the vestments ; and of those which (were) for the head
there (were) many, but I am not certain of their number. And
some of the group related to me that the number of baggy trou-
sers was forty, and the responsibility is theirs; and they found with
him, according to what was mentioned, sixteen boxes of sweets,
*and they were spoilt, and some of them were decayed, and six pots
of old dried dates, and other than that which was like them. And they
put guards over all, and they recorded it with the vessels of the churches
and their vestments which he had, and the books which he had, and
(those of the) churches, and they were books (which) had value because
they were choice and valuable ®. Then they said to the son of his (1"
brother, Abt Sa‘td, and to his 19 agent and treasurer, and he was a youth
known as Abt'}-Farag [I]bn Khalbiis al-Ban4 : ¢ Where is the money?»

U Cf. page 158, note 7.

@ Cf. E. Awméuseiv, op. cit., pp. 186-187.

@ [Le. the Monastery of the Beacon.

® Tt is a rule to have a light burning before a dead person.

© Cf. G. Grar, Verzeichnis Arabischer Kirchlicher Termini, Louvain, 1954, p. 82.
® Cf. G. Grar, op. at., p. 26.

@ Cf. G. Guur, op. cit., p. 78.

® Cf. G. Gmar, op. cit., p. 37.

®) This may point to the existence of a library at the patriarchate.

09 Ie. the patriarch’s.

*Fol. 351 v°
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arcades, nothing else. And no bakehouse (¥ remained at it nor an annex,
and there did not remain for anyone (a means) to reach up to its summit
which was above the two arcades which (were) at the two sides. And
as regards the summit of the places, it was demolished together with its
base. And that which was destroyed of the Church ®) was four churches
and seven sanctuaries and the bakehouse © and the annexes and the
ramps and five dwellings. And the Ghristians (an-Nagérd) remained in
grief and sadness, the like of which they had not seen for a (long) time,
and this was for the wise among them and those of religion and discerning.
And during this affliction the patriarch was sick for a week ¥, and he died
on Tuesday, the fourteenth of (the month of) Baramhat ) of this year which
corresponded to the eighteenth exactly of the month of Ramadin (in)
the year six hundred and forty ¥ at the Monastery of the Beacon ©), And,
thereupon, some of the Christians (an-Nagérd) came, who (were) in name
Christians @, in particular, and they (were) Tmid ar-Réhib al-Mirsad,
the aforementioned, and the priest Simeon (Sama‘an) who was the scribe
of the Cell (xexrior) ¥, and there happened from him what was mentioned
before ; and it was mentioned that with them (was) Abba (Anb4) Joseph
(Ytiséb), bishop of Fah :9}. And they informed the Companion (as-S&hib)
Mu‘atn ad-Din [I]bn ag-Saikh that the patriarch had died, and that he
had left an amount of money; and he sent to guard it and all his (1%
belongings, and he sealed the Keep ) in which he (the patriarch) was
(lying) dead, and he (the patriarch) passed the night thus. And when

) L. ¢ oven .

@ [.e. the Coptic Church.

® Lit. < a week of days’.

@ — March 10th, Julian Style.

® Le. 640 AH. = 1242-1243 A.D.

© Cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, pp. 192-196.

™ Lit. ¢ on whom (was) the name of Christianity (an-Nagdraniah) ’.

® I.e. the Patriarchate.

® Cf. Dictionnaire Géographique de e Egypte, per 9

19 J.e. the patriarch’s.

(0 zu ekl is the most important building in a monastery, normally, the Keep.
The Keep of this Monastery is mentioned by B.T.A. Everrs, op. cit., p. 195.
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man 1s of the holy ones, and it does not behove that we reason with him

about anything», and there was not on earth a case more wonderful than
this case, that there should be (such) impossibility and unreasonableness
and bigotry. And every intelligent person and elder (as‘;—-éaikh) of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) testified that this was impossible and something
which had never existed, and after this, shall we persist in this persistence.
And there was fulfilled m it the like of which had not been fulfilled in any
time (1), only that this was a forsaking of the Creator — praised he He! —
and a chastening for the people of this church, of the number of whom
I am. And as regards the elder (aé-éaikh) As-Sani, (it was) that this was
for him an increase of righteousness and a doubling of recompense and
a testimony and a combat and precedence, because he did not deserve
what befell him in the way of trials, but for this matter, not other than it.
Then (it was) that the judge came to the church ), and he entered it,
and he took in his hand an adze, and he began to demolish with his
hand. And they demolished the wall in which were the apertures, * m *Fol. 351+
which they stated that they had found the niche, and it was not the niche,
but it was an aperture of a number of apertures ; and they testified that
this prayer-house (al-Masgid) was on the ground-floor, and the outer
house remained suspended with this niche which they claimed on the
storey. And this wall led to a wide arcade in which were three sanctuaries,
one of them, and (it was) the principal one (was dedicated) to the name
of the Saint Abba (Abd) Vietor (Fuktur), and the second, to the name
of John (Yihannd) the Baptist, and the third, to the name of our father
Abba (Anb4) Antony (Anttinils) ; and this place was the place of the ancient
baptistery which the elder (as-Sailh) As-Sanihad changed and made it in
the church of Stephen (IstAfanus), and the mentioned church was at
the back of this arcade; and they demolished the latter church ®), and
they demolished the steps and the ramp, and they replaced the outer
place for the inner, and nothing remained in the church except the three

M) Lit. ¢ in a time of the times ’.
® Je. the Church Al-Mu‘allakah.
® Ie. the church of Saint Stephen.




— 274 —

at its 0 base which looked to the height of the church and the annexes ;
and the demolition continued, and the lane of the church remained
impassable by reason of the demolition and the rubble and the bricks
and the timber. And the judge began to visit every day the church, and
to strengthen the hearts of that group who were the cause of the troubles,
the claimants and the witnesses and the bigoted. And during this affair
there came a person called Abt'l-Hasan [I]bn Makin al-Kazzdz Muslimant,
and he was of that group mentioned before, and it was he who had
claimed against the elder (aé-gaikh) As-Sani at first. And he repaired
to an aperture in one of the storeys® which had been demolished, and
it was in the wall of the church, and it was one of the groups of apertures
around its wall. And he came to this aperture which was on the southern
side, according to their claim ; and though there were with it numerous
apertures in this limit, (it was) only this (one) which he singled out,
and he wrote on it the two professions® with red ochre, and he rubbed ®
on it dirt so that it might appear that it was old, and he stuck on it a piece
of whiting from what had been demolished ; and there was a woman
of the Christian (an-Nasérd) inhabitants (who) saw him, and he passed
the night in the place to guard it. And when it was morning, he went
to the judge and he said to him : ¢ O our master, the truth has appeared
to us, and we have found the prayer-niche and in it the two professions ®
are written from old time. And the judge came and people © of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) beyond counting, to the extent that, if salt were
cast upon them, it would not descend to the ground. And he saw the
place, and he made a written-report about it, and he caused a group of
just witnesses to testify in it that it was found so and so, and he despatched
it to our Sire, the Sultan. And he (the judge) related that, when the
Sultan — may his victory be empowered ! — saw this, he said : «This

M Le. the storey’s base.

@ Lit. « a story of the storeys ’.

@ Ie. the profession of the Islamic Faith : Al gy dezy & Y] ALY, (There
is no god except God, and Muhammed is the Prophet of Gody».

® Lit, « made’.

® L4t. ¢ creatures .
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victory be empowered! — a report V) with the purport, and no answer
came forth for it. And the judge came to the places himself, and he
ordered their demolition, and they were demolished, because no one
could prevent that except the governor (al-Wéli). And when he (the
governor) did not find support from the Sultan, he desisted, and he
suggested to a group of people that no help remained, except to stand
before the Sultan. And a group of the Christians (an-Nagird), the priests
and the Sa‘idians ®, assembled and they stood (before the Sultan)
several times, and sometimes their report ™ was found ), and sometimes
they did not receive an answer, and the last time, as the Sultan was at
Rodah (Raudah) @), some of the chamberlains came to them, and they
said to them (the group). «Our Sire, the Sultan, said to you, do not
stand anymore (before me), because I shall not listen to any words from
you». And the judge [I]bn ‘Abd as-Salim, had gone on that day to
those places, and he was looking repeatedly at them *, after the demolition
of some. And the governor (al-WAl}) came and he said to him : «O our
master, I was just ®) with our Sire, the Sultan, —may his victory be
empowered! —and the Christians (an-Nagérd) had stood before him
concerning the matter of the church, and he ordered them to be driven
away, and he increased in anger and fury, and he commanded to demolish
all the places. And he (the judge) added to them other places, and he went
further into the lane, and he demolished (part) of the southern wall of the
Church up to the top of the lane which leads from it to the house of the
priest Ma4nt and the houses which (are) there. And he took into this
limit three houses upwards and downwards from this house which was
on the east of the Church, and the storey of the elder (aé-Sai‘kh) as-Sani
which he had built in the place of the old bakehouse (), and he ended

M Lit. ¢a paper’.

® J.e. the inhabitants of Upper Egypt.

® J.e. after it had been mislaid.

@ Cf. D. Russeir, Medieval Cairo and the Monasieries of the Wadi Natrin, pp. 107-
109.

® Lit. ¢ (at) the hour ’.
@ Lit. ¢ over’. Ie. the bakehouse attached to a Coptic Church in which the
Eucharistic Loaves are baked.

*Fol. 350 v°
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majority of the people there remained nothing for them to eat except
it; and had it not been for them (the fish), meat would not have been
possible, because meat in these days (had become) expensive to an
extreme, so that the rail reached two dirhams and more, although prices
were reasonable. And the wheat went down until the best ) (quality)
reached to fifty dirhams the ardab and downwards, and the barley, to
seventeen dirhams and about it, and the beans (al-Ftil) the same, and
bread was sold at five rails a dirham and an eighth, only meat
(was) very expensive. And as for the bulti®, there was mo lack
(of them) all the year, and by reason of their abundance they used to be
sold not only at the fishmongers’, but in the rest of the markets. And
fish used not to lack at all on account of the finding of these bulti @,
but (it was) distasteful by reason of its abundance. And the majority
of the people used not to eat it anymore, but they used to regard it
of no account, expecting to chance on a chicken or barbel @ to eat.
Then the matter concerning the affair of the church was drawn out till
the beginning of the month of Ramadén of this year. And the judge Ibn
‘Abd as-Salim assembled with our Sire, the Sultan, — may God em-
power his victory! —and he (the judge) said to him that these places
which the Christians (an-Nagird) claimed that they were inalienable
endowments for them, have been proved to me that they were prayer-
houses (Mas4gid) ; and (for) the Christians (an-Nagdrd) nothing has been
proved for them, because their witnesses renounced their testimonies.
And the Muslims (al-Muslimin) have desired to remew these prayer-
houses (Masgid) in the days of our Sire. And he (the Sultan) said to
him : ¢ Whatever has been proved according to the religious law, do it».
And he (the judge) went down to Cairo (Misr), and he sent to the governor
(al-Wali) saying to him : (The Sultan has ordered me that I should
demolish these places, and that I should make them again as the prayer-
houses (MasAgid) as they had been, and I desire thy help and thy support».
And the governor (al-Wali) sent to our Sire, the Sultan, — may his

) Lit. < highest’.
@ Cf. page 271.
® A freshwater fish, the Cyprinus bynni.
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leader whom he had imprisoned and the affair remained as it was. And
the group was endeavouring to vindicate two other witnesses. And it
was in these years, namely, this year and the two years which preceded it,
(that) there appeared in the Fayum (al—Fayﬁm) () a great lake, and there
was in it, in the way of bulti ®, something not to be counted, and they
(the fish) were borne from it to Cairo (Migr) every day a load, the number
of which was not to be counted, so that (it was) that a certain one of the
companions mentioned that he betook himself one day from Cairo (al-
Kéhirah) to Cairo (Misr), and (that) he met on the way along that
distance what surpassed twenty loads, over and above what was borne
by that way, and (beyond) what was borne during all the day ; and what
was sold in Cairo (Misr) and Gizah (al—éizah) (), because it ™ used to
be borne from the Fayum (al-Faytm) () to Gizah (al-Gizah) ® on camels,
and there was a market at Gizah (af—f}izah) B for selling 1t ™, and the
Sultan was assured of sixty dinfrs. And from there the people used to
buy it @, and it was distributed to the districts. And among them (the
fish) there were the big and the medium, and the medium contained
among them what weighed four ratls the bulti @, and every ten bulti @
were sold for nine dirhams and below this, and bigger than this weight,
for ten dirhams the ten, * and the big which were much bigger than this
weight, at fifteen dirhams the ten. And they used to bring among them
what was estimated to weigh each bulti  ten rails ; and more than (that)
was gold at a silver dirham and downwards. And I ® made sure from the
fishmonger who was seliing them at Gizah (al—f}izah) ) that what used
to reach of them every day was a hundred loads, (which) might increase
and decrease. And (it was) that on most days there could reach (the
market) one hundred and thirty loads, and for every load two hundred
bulti @, and the number according to this estimation was twenty-six
thousand bulti @, And the people found in it great relief, and for the

M Cf. E. Amguseav, op. ai., pp. 337-340.

@ The fresh-water fish known as Tilapia nilotica.
@ Cf. page 158, note 7.

@ [e. the fish.

G [.e. the writer.

* Fol. 350 ¢
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Badr ad-Din, brother of the chamberlain ‘All, wrote to the judge a
report ) in which he informed him that our Sire, the Sultan, had ordered
the setting-free of As-Sani, the monk, known as Ibn ath-Tha‘b4n, who was
mmprisoned on legal grounds, and this is my ® signature in the presence
of our master about this. And a bodyguard went with it to him ©® ; and
it was Friday, and he was in Cairo (Migr), and he excused himself, and
he said : «(Wait) until I assemble with our Sire, the Sultan». And he
(the chamberlain) wrote a second report @ to him, and he said : « This
(is) my signature, and the responsability (is) on me», but he refused,
and he said : « This (one is) in the prison of God ) for a legal right, and
he is not in my prison so that I may release himy. And no one imformed
anymore the Sultan that the judge had given his answer. And it happened ©)
(that) before this, a dispute had occurred between the judge and the
governor (Walt) on account of this affair ; and it was that the judge had
sent witnesses to the inner place(®, so that he might make a new delimit-
ation 0, and it was their intention to adjoin to it what was not in it
before, so that they might add to it other places. And the governor
(al-Wali) bad sent to them the leader of his bodyguard and had said
to them : «By whose order have ye done this delimitation after the first
delimitation?» And they came to the judge, (and) they informed (him),
and the judge took the mentioned leader, and he beat him and he
imprisoned him; and the governor (al-Wall) sent and took the two
witnesses, and he beat them and he imprisoned them. And each of them @
wrote to the Sultan ; and there remained between the two of them enmity,
and there was no doubt that the Sultan preferred the judge. And the
governor (al-Wali) reflected, and he inclined towards kindness to the
judge, and he released the two witnesses; and the judge released the
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for the Muslims (al-Muslimin), (it was) that they (the Franks) killed
some of them and made prisoner some of them, and the slaughter was
general for women and children, small and great, and they (the Franks)
stayed in it (U for three days. Then they returned with the captives and
the booty. And there was a sedition, the severity of which had not
been related. And the Sultan — may God perpetuate his kingdom ! —
ordered the departure of the troops to Syria (aé—Sém); and about two
thousand horsemen went out, their leader (being) a mamluk (Mamltk)
called Sams ad-Din Sird Singar, who was equerry of the House. And
they arrived at Gaza (Ghazzah) ), and they assembled with the troops
which were there, and Al-Malik an-Nisir was with them. And they
became an immense troop, and they were completed, and they descended
at the camp ) named Al-AGg4, opposite to Jaffa (Yafa) @, and they
wished to besiege Jaffa (Yafd) ™, and the Franks (al-Afran$) made ready
for this, and they remained for a long time. And, after that, the Sultan
—may God empower his victory! — sent to Sams ad-Din Sird Singar,
the aforementioned, and he commanded him that he should take the
troops which had gone out with him, and (that) he should come ; and
they struck * their tents and they departed. And when Al-Malik an-
Nésir saw this, he bore away what he was able in the way of his cloths,
and he burnt the rest, and he departed, and he went to the Crac des
Chevaliers (al-Karak) 5. And as for the troops which remained there, and
they were the notables and As-Sérim al-Mas‘dd and Sam&’il and men
from the bodyguards of whom their leader was Rihan as-Sahibi, (it was)
that they returned to Gaza (Ghazzah)®. And as for the conditions of
our friends, the Christians (an-Nasdrd), in which they were, (it was)
that they made menticn of the elder (aé—éaikh) As-Sant to our Sire, the
Sultan — may his victory be empowered ! — and he said : «I know him,
Say to the judge that he should set him free». And a chamberlain called
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in the report @, and he wrote it m their presence; and he caused it to
be borne to our Sire, the Sultan, by the hand of some of the ministers,
and no answer was issued to it. And the Christians (an-Nasird) continued
to assemble and to go up to the Citadel @ on Tuesday and Wednesday
and Thursday ; and the Sultan did not ride out, and, in the daytime of
Friday, he did not ride out, and he continued thus. And they did not
stand before our Sire, the Sultan — may his victory be empowered ! —
but (it was) that the judge Badr ad-Din judge of Cairo (al-Kéhirah) used
to say to them : «I have said to our Sire, the Sultan, that your written-
report has been confirmed, but if ye are able to add a witness, do 1t,
because (it is) that your witnesses have withdrawn from (their) evidence.
And the group persevered in vindicating the two witnesses who had
written for them in the written-report of those who had not yet been
vindicated. And one of them had given (his evidence) in the Council
of Justice, and he was Al-As‘ad [I]bn Maiser, and the other wrote, but
he did not testify, and he was Al-Muwaffak [I]bn an-Nahhds. And they
wished that, if they were unable to vindicate the two of them, perhaps,
they might (vindicate) one of them; and the affair became difficult,
because the people feared Ibn ‘Abd as-Salam. And in this period the
news arrived that the Franks (al-Afrang) had departed from Jaffa (Yaft) ¥,
and had come to Sichem (al-Nablus) @, and they had killed all who were
in it from among the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and the Christians (an-
Nagird), and they had demolished the mosque (al-Gama®) down to the
ground, and they had burnt the trees and they had ruined the houses.
And it was recounted that when they (the Franks) had encircled the
people and had gathered them together, they said : «He who is a
Christian (Nusraniah), let him stand apart, so that we may save himy.
And the Christians (an-Nagird) rejoiced at that, and they had an advantage

over the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and when they had separated them-
selves, they (the Franks) returned to them and killed them all. And as
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that he caused all to renounce their testimony. And he caused witness
to be taken against them thereby, although the written-report had been
confirmed, and the judge of Cairo (al-K&hirah) had written a confirmation
of it in the House of Justice, after he had refrained from writing for
some days. And he wrote from the House of Justice an official commun-
ication on Thursday, the nineteenth of (the menth of) Babah (¥, and all
the overseers interpreted it at the House of Justice according to their @
custom. And its contents were that it was confirmed in the Council of
Judgment at Cairo (Misr) that the two prayer-houses (Masjidain) were
of the prayer-houses (Masdjid) of the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and (that)
the Christians (an-NagArd) had made them houses for dwelling since
a period of forty-three years. Then a written-report (which) the
Christians (an-Nagérd) had drawn up at the honoured House of Justice
was confirmed (which said) that these two places claimed to be prayer-
houses (Maségid) had been an inalienable endowment for the Christians
(an-Nagdrd) from a period more than fifty years : and by virtue of this,
the testimony of the Christians (an-Nagir4) was of more weight, unless
it were contradicted by the evidence of the witnesses. And the report %)
remained with * the chamberlain for some days, (who) was waiting that
the Sultan should ride out or should be unoccupied @, to submit it to
him and to talk it over, but he did not ride out, nor was he unoccupied @,
and the matter concerning it was prolonged until Monday, the twenty-
third of (the month of) Bibah ®). And there assembled with him (the
chamberlain) the chiefs of the House of Justice, and they said (that) the
delaying of the submitting of this report © (is) prejudical to us and to
the Christians (an-Nasrd), and (that) if this should reach the Sultan,
or someone should write to him, he would say : (For what reason did ye
not inform me?» And (that) we should send it to the Sultan in this hour
in a report(® from thee. And they dictated to him what he should write

(' = October 16th, Julian Style.
@ Lit. ¢ the ’, {.e. their usual manner in such matters.
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definite. Then he turned to the governor (Wali) of Cairo (Migr), and he
said to him : (Tell these that the written report of the Christians (an-
Nasdrd) has been confirmed, and if ye have a protest, bring it, or a
refutation, produce ) it», and upon this the Council separated. Then
(it was) that the group of the Christians (an-Naghrd) assembled and stood
below the Citadel @ for three consecutive days, the first of which was
Saturday, the fourteenth of (the month of) Babah ), waiting for the riding
out of our Sire, the Sultan — may God perpetuate his kingdom ! — and
he did not ride out on Saturday nor on Sunday, but they used to meet
every day the judge Badr ad-Din, the judge of Gairo (al-Kéhirah); and
he used to say to them : ¢ Your right has been confirmed, and I shall make
this known to the Sultany. And when it was Monday, the sixteenth of
(the month of) Babah @, the Sultan — may his victory be empowered | —
rode out, and there rode out the judge [I]bn ‘Abd as-Salim, and he
assembled with the Sultan; and it was said that he supplicated and
asked forgiveness from God the Exalted for what had happened. And
it was that the son of the judge of Sichem (Nablus) ) had spoken against
him, and he had disapproved that a judge like the supreme judge © of
Cairo (Misr) should be dismissed in two months. And he was reinstated
in the judicature, and there were laid upon him stipulations, according
to what he who heard mentioned, but he did not record them. And the
judge returned joyful and glad, and likewise (were) his companions.
And he descended on Tuesday, in the morning of the mentioned day,
at Cairo (Misr), and he resumed his judging, after Gairo (Misr) had
remained without a judge for eleven days ; except that he did not return
to and begin (again) the affair of the houses which he had claimed that
they had been prayer-houses (Masigid) ; but he did not cease to go from
witness to witness of the witnesses to the written-report of the Christians
(an-Nasérd). (To) some with threats and to some with persuation, so
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effect a number of just witnesses. And Cairo (Misr) remained without
a judge or a delegate, because the delegates had resigned ! on account
of the resignation 2 of their chief. And it was the Feast of Saint Bacchus
(Wakhus), Sunday, the eighth of (the month of) Babah ® which is the
day of his martyrdom ; and Tuesday, the tenth of it @ (is) the Feast of
Saint Sergius ([A]b® Sargah). And that which happened was a wonderful
sign of these two Saints on their feasts, because it was something not in
the power of anyone of the Christians (an-Nasérd) to do it, and he would
have been unable to do it. And everyone began to say (that) this (was)
for the sake of the Christians (an-Nagird) and their uprightness; and
it was a miracle the like of which had not been related. Then (it was)
that the two priests mentioned before came to the House of Justice on
Thursday, the twelfth of (the month of) Bébah ®), and with the two of
them (was) the written report and a copy of it * which had been tran-
seribed from it by the order of the judge, because he had written in the
written report to copy (it). And they came to the House of Justice, and
they besought the judge that he should write in the written report an
affirmation, and (that) it should be registered with a written report of
the group who (were) at the House of Justice. And he (the judge)
refrained from this, and he said : (Your written report has been con-
firmed, only haste 1s not good ; wait until we see if your opponents have
an objection against the witnesses or a plea to which to have recoursey.
And some of those present from among those who had knowledge and
sagacity sald : 0 our master, these have not opponents, but those ©
were wont to say that they had a testimony of a right of religion, (as)
they said, and the contrary of what they said was proved». And he (the
judge) said : «It is disgraceful for a judge that his signature should be
apposed to something, and then to be cancelled», and this speech was

M Ls¢. ¢ had raised their hands ’.
@ [it. ¢ the raising of the hand ’.
® = October bth, Julian Style.
® — October 7th, Julian Style.
® = October 9th, Julian Style.
@ L.e. the opponents.

“Fol. 348 v°




— 264 —

that the judge [I]bn “Abd as-Salam had been dismissed, and some
people said (that) he himself had resigned on account of the affair of
the Christians (an-Nagérd), and (that) his judgment had been invalidated.
And in the early morning of Saturday, the seventh of (the month of)
BAbah (), another witness, an arbitrator ! known as (amAl ad-Din “Abd
al-Mu'if, and he was a preacher of the Citadel® for a time, vindicated
Ibn TammAm, and the written report was completed. And the news ()
was confirmed that the judge of Cairo (Misr) had resigned from the office
of judicature, and it was testified agamst him to this effect ; and there
was written on account of it a document to our Sire, the Sultan, and an
answer was not given to it ®. And it was in these days (that) a wonderful
change © occurred, and it was that, when it was on the eve of Saturday(?,
the end of (the month of) Tt ©, there came a mighty wind, so that it
rooted up the palm-trees by their roots and cast them down on the
ground, and many houses fell down, and there died beneath them many
people. And 1t was a disturbing night, and the sun was eclipsed from
the eve of the mentioned Friday @, from the end of the eve, and it rose
eclipsed, except that it did not appear eclipsed, because it was under
the aurora. And it was not like (that of) the Tax Year, because that
eclipse was greatly terrifying at the time of the afternoon, as has been
explained before. And in the daytime of Saturday, the seventh of (the
month of) Babah 19), it was verified that the judge [I]bn “Abd as-Salém (1)
had resigned from the judicature, and there testified against him to this
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the Sultan —may God perpetuate his kingdom! —rode on that day
and went to Gairo (Misr). And the governor (al-Wali) assembled with
him, and he (the Sultan) said to him, at the very beginning, words not to
be understood, except that they indicated that the governor (al-Walf)
had gone to the House of Justice and had assembled secretly with the
notables who (were) at it and had said : (Find for me a messenger to go
immediately to Cairo (Misr) to prevent the demolition, and to say to
them : Do not do anything, until I come». And he called the Christians
(an-Naghrd) and said : ( Carry out your work to-day, for the Sultan has
ordered thisy. Then (it was) that when he did not find a messenger to
send, * he sent his son Az-Sarif to Cairo (Misr) with haste, and he stopped
the demolition. Andt here came Ibn Tamim and he produced his
testimony, and Al-[lakim Ibn az-Zubair came, (and) he confirmed him in
the council. And the Public Prosecutor for the other side came, and he
confirmed Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam. And the people 1 took courage, and the
matter became easier, and there remained the need for two other witnesses
to complete the vindication of the evidence of the written report, and it
would be confirmed. And they returned to Cairo (al-Kéhirah), after they
had asked permission of the group, to the effect that the vindication
should be completed in the house of the judge at Cairo (al-K&hirah),
since they could not assemble at the House of Justice, except on a Monday
and a Thursday, and it would be difficult on these two days to find
witnesses, and time would be lacking and drawn out; and they gave
permission that the vindication should be completed in the house of
the judge at Cairo (al-K&hirah). And a witness, a physician, known as
Gam4l ad-Din ar-RAzi, went over to the judge at Cairo (al-K4hirah),
early in the morning of Friday, the sixth of (the month of) Babah @), and
he vindicated Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam, and the vindication of him was com-
pleted by two just witnesses, and there remained Ibn TammAm (who) was
i need of another witness not more, and the written report would be
confirmed. And in the middle of the day-time of Friday it was rumoured
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nothing would be done for the Ghristians (an-Nagrd) and that no one
would be approved, because he had closed the ears of everyone for them, e
and whomsoever he heard that he would witness or approve of a witness,
he would send to threaten him and to menace him. And the wretched
ones® were in severe affliction, and how could they withstand the judge,
except with the aid of the Creator. And he (the judge) sent to the governor
(al-W4lt) in the evening of Wednesday, the fourth of (the month of)
Babah ©), (a message) with a man from his witnesses, called Ibn Zidin,
and he said to him (the governor) : «I have met with the Sultan, and he
ordered me, that we should do about these two places ), according to
what is required by the religious law». And it resulted that he helped these
people ® in the subject under discussion. And the governor (al-Wili)
said to him : ¢« Whatsoever thou desirest, do (it)». And he (the judge)
enabled them (to do) all what they wished. And they arranged by night
with the workers and the surveyors and for pick-axes (-+wpi). And when
it was morning, at dawn, (they went) to the internal house, and they
demolished its facade and the balcony of the storey on which the priest
used to dwell. And it resulted in frustration for our companions ©, and
they were (there) on this day, namely on Thursday, the fifth of (the month
of) Babah (7, and it corresponded to the fifth of (the month of) Rabi*
al-Akhar (in the) year six hundred and forty of the Lunar (Year) ®. And
they had taken with them Ihn Tammém to call for prayer for them, because
his son had written on his behalf, with his permission, his inability to
write on account of his great (age), and (that) he did not understand
(the matter). And after this affair (which) occurred, it displayed their
mind and darkened their sight, until God the Exalted vouchsafed that
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that he (the boy) was the son of the judge. And he @ had said to his
young male slave : ¢Go over and take him (Makram) away». And the
young male slave struggled with * the kitchen-workers, and the son of
the judge went over to the kitchen, riding, and he beat the lads, and he
stood at this @ place. And he sent to his father, and he (his father) rode
himself, and he came to the kitchen which (was) at the Dar al-Fadil
opposite to the date-factory. And he took out this wretched man
dragging him on the ground, bareheaded, his garments torn ; and there
gathered against him people ® beyond count, none of whom but did beat
and revile him, and he was patient. And the news reached the governor
(al-Walt), and he came and he said : ¢Let him be imprisoned until the
command of the Sultan comes». And he (the governor) imprisoned him,
and he wrote to our Sire, the Sultan, concerning what had occurred.
And the judge did not wait patiently until the answer of the Sultan came ;
but he (the governor) said : ¢«Send to me the Christian (an-Nasréni),
so that I may do with him what is necessary», and he sent him to him.
And he (the governor) said to him (the judge) : ¢ Wilt thou cause this
one to ride among these crowds, and (he may be) killed, and thou dost
not know what (answer) will come from the Sultan?» And he took him
(the Christian) and he did not cause him to ride, but he treated him
ignominously by walking, he being reviled until he passed through the
city, and he brought him to the prison of the governor (al-Walt), he
being patient, thankful and committed to God. And he was wealthy,
and he was of high esteem, and he remained in the prison for some
days. And the governor (al-Wali) took him out, after he had written as
regards himself a declaration that he would not go out from his house,
except with a girdle ({wwdfpiov). And if he had been in the prison of
the judge, perhaps, it would have been difficult for him to go out. And
as to what was concerning the affair of the Church Abba ([A]bt) Sergius
(Sargah) @, since the case was delayed for the judge, he was assured that
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nor against the placesy. And as for the revenue officers !) —may God
preserve them ! — they wrote a document to our Sire, the Sultan — may
his victory be empowered ! —about the matter of the case, and they
sent it by the hand of the chamberlain. And his (the Sultan’s) order
went out that he (the chamberlain) should go to the governor (al-Wlt),
and should disapprove of his negligence in such (a matter) as this;
and beware and beware lest anyone oppose this monk or disturb the
peace @ in these places. And another of the bodyguard from the Sultan
went concerning this, and the people of obstinacy who endeavoured
(to make) disorder in the world @) were repelled. And as for the judge,
he denied that this (thought) had come to his mind or (that) a conversation
about this had taken place. And the governer (al-Wili) said to him :
«Then write thy signature to this (effect) to the Sultan, otherwise, I shall
lose my life»®. And the judge wrote a document, saying in it : «the
Christians (an-Nagird) have grossly defamed me with regard to what
I have not said nor intended ; however this man (As-Sanf) is imprisoned
on account of a right of the religious law». And it was despatched to our
Sire, the Sultan, and he read it, and he left it, and he did not answer it.
And there had occurred to this judge before this a case with a man, a
Christian (Nasrént), a drunkard, of the inhabitants of Minfat Ghamr,
called Makram [I]bn Mahésin. And this (was) that his (the judge’s)
son had raised a dust over his (Makram’s) kitchen, and he (Makram)
was standing without a girdle ({wvdpiov) ©, and he was quarrelling, he
and a man, a seller of esparto-grass ®. And the seller of esparto-grass (©)
made a complaint to him (the judge) that this Christian (Nasrdnf)
would not go with him @ to the court ®. And Makram did not know
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[I]bn Tammém, and they gave the testimony at the Counecil of Justice,
according to what was contained in the written report, and they remained
on the roll of those who approved, because the witnesses were not just.
And during the long period they used to bring a witness of these who
approved, but they wished for four, not two as those®) had done, and the
period was prelonged, and the judge sent to bring the elder (as-Saikh)
As-Sani from the prison. And he said to him : ¢Until when wilt thou
endure? If thou dost not pay the amount, then I shall punish thee
with a punishment of the religious law». He said to him (the judge) :
«0 my sire, whatsoever God hath directed thee, do ity. He (the judge)
said : ¢Didst thou do nothing?» He said : ¢« O my sire, is there not then
any delay?» He (the judge) said : ¢Two or three daysy. The elder
(aé—gaikh) said : ¢Five or six», and he was standing. And he said : O my
sire, I cannot stand». He (the judge) said : ¢Sit downy, and he sat down
for a while. Then he said : «O my sire, I will not go to my place!» He
(the judge) said : ¢ Go !», and he returned to the confinement. Some days
after that, those crowds spread a false report on Friday that the judge
used to bring out As-Sant and to parade him publicly with ignominy ),
and this (report) reached him (the judge), and he was greatly troubled .
And a man, a Christian (Nagrdni) known as Ibn al-lasd went to the
Citadel ¥, and he informed the group concerning this. And as for Al-
Hakim ar-Rasid known as AbG Khalifah, he assembled with Badr ad-Din,
brother of the chamberlain ‘Ali, and he sent two of the bodyguard
from him to the governor (Walt) of Gairo (Misr), saying to him : ¢Hast
thou not learned that our Sire, the Sultan — may his victory be empow-
ered! —has held for the Christians (an-Naghrd) a council, and the
affair concerning it concluded in confirming (their rights). And they
brought their evidences, and they (were) those who approved it. And
God © does not empower anyone (to act) against this man, (As-Sani)
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they brought witnesses against him (to say that) he renounced his
testimony. And there had testified also a man from the neighbouring
lane, an esteemed elder (aé—éaikh) known as Ibn Abd’t-Tayib, and he
had become aged, and he had not the power to act. And two upright
witnesses were charged (to go) to him, who had heard his words, and
they testified on his behalf. And after this, they went to the latter (),
and they chided him and they intimidated him, (saying) : «Thou hast
been dwelling in a prayer-house (Masgid) for a period of years, and go
out from it immediately, and thou wilt be required (to pay) the rent for
these yearsy. And they caused witnesses to testify against the other @,
that he had renounced the testimony. Then (it was) that these opposers
took builders and workmen and plaster, and they came one night ® to
the mentioned houses, and they purposed to build in them prayer-
niches @ ; and some of the group went to the governor (al-Wili) and
they informed him about this, and he sent (and) he forbade (it). And
on the morrow, there assembled a large group, and they stood before
our Sire, the Sultan. And he commanded that there should be no
opposition to this place until judgment had been established. And the
two priests, the elder (a§~§aikh), the saintly As-Sani Ab#’l-Ma‘ént known
as Ibn Kams, and the elder (as-Saitkh) Ar-Radi [I]bn Abt’-Tayib, both
occupied themselves with this affair, (and) who paid all attention to 1t;
and they were in great toil and strenuous efforts, (and) they did not
separate by day nor rest by night, and they would pay from their money ;
and may God — praised be He! —do good to them both * and reward
them both with a like reward. And they ® brought to the Council of
Justice witnesses, other than those, and they (were) the judge Al-Mu‘ain
‘Abd al-Hakam [I]bn Muhammad [I]bn ‘Abd al-Hakam and the judge
M-As‘ad [I]bn Maisar and the elder (ag-Satkh) Al-Hakim Abf Satd

@) Ie. the priest Al-Muttamad, cf. page 256.
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of the chamberlain ‘Ali. And the council was held on Monday, on the
morning of the Feast of the Cross @W. And there was present a group
of the notables and the chiefs, and the presidents of the Council were
As-Sarif al-Armawt, judge of the troops, and Badr ad-Din, the judge
of Caire (al-Kdhirah) and Lower Egypt (al-Wagh al-Bahari), and the
jurisconsult “Abbas, and the governor (Wali) of Cairo (Misr), and the
representative of the judge of Cairo (Migr), because he was not present,
and there was a group of witnesses. And there were brought Ihn Hatlah
and Ibn Sabéh, and the elder (aé—gaikh), As-Sant and the priest from the
prison, and they came with their written reports. And the speaker was
the judge of Cairo (al-K&hirah), and he called for the written reports,
and he read and understood them. And he said to those witnesses :
« What delayed you with regard to the testimony, and it is a testimony
of the rights of God the Exalted, for the period of fifty years?» They said :
« We have said it». He (the judge) said : « To whom did ye say it?» They
mentioned a dead person. He (the judge) said : ¢ This is a pretence of
yours and a non-existing matter». And many discussions occurred, the
last of which (was) that they said to As-Sant; ¢ Hast thou an evidence?»
He said : ¢ Yean. They said : (Produce ity. He said : (O my sive, (and
I am) in prison?» They said : «No, but permission may be asked for
him from the judge and a surety for him, and he should go out (from the
prison) and bestir himselfy. And they asked permission for him of the
judge. And he said. «There is no way for this, unless it be without my
command». And he (As-Sani) was returned to the prison, he and the
priest. And the group had made a written report testilying that these

two houses (were) an inalienable endowment for the Christians (an-
Nasdrd), and had been in their hands for a period of more than fifty years
up till now. And an honourable man, esteemed, a leader in the mosque
(al-Gama), wrote for them in it . And a body of his honourable com-
panions, companions of the judge, learned of it ®), (and) they came upon
him with threats and reproaches and intimidations and impulsion, until

M 17th Tttt = 14th September, Julian Style, 27th September, Gregorian Style.
@) Le. the wrilten report.
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the people in the way of their affairs ), and he was, as if he were not one
of them. And he had come at the outset, and he had passed one night
at the Church of Saint (Abt) George (Gurf;) of Al-Hamrd @), and some of
the group had advised him to return to his place, and he returned to the
Monastery of the Beacon ®, and he did not come back from it during this
period ; and he was to be excused, because he was fearful. Then (it was)
that the judge at Gairo (Misr) sought for the priest Al-Mu‘tamad until
he found him, and he committed him to confinement, and it was (that)
he and the elder (a?;—-éaikh) As-Sant were in the prison. And the group
had written the legal decision to the jurisconsults, that they might ask
their legal opinion concerning the Muslim (al-Muslimin) people, (and)
they signed the testimony against a right of the rights of God — praised
be He! — from a long period. Then they took it at once (), (asking) if
the delay of the mentioned testimony would be harmful for the justice of
their case ® or not. And they all gave their legal decision that their case
was invalidated by reason of the delay of the testimony of the petition.
And some of them were excepted, those who said that they had a valid
excuse, and those against whom it was protested that they had made it
clear that the excuse was unacceptable in a land in which the rule of Al-
Isldm was established, and governors (al-Wul4t) and judges. This also
availed nothing, and it was not approved, though it was a rule of their
religious law and was the practice of that time. And after this, the elder
(aé—Sai‘kh) Sams ar-Ri4sat Ibn Hiblin wrote a document to our Sire
the Sultan — may his victory be empowered! — concerning the
Christians (an-Nagérd), entreating him therein * that he should convoke
a council with their opponents © in the Council of Noble Justice, and
that the monk should be present to defend himself. And he (the Sultan)
commanded this by the tongue of an amir called Badr ad-Din, brother

@ Lit « of what was in it *.

@ Cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, p. 87.

@ Cf. page 232, note 5.

@ L. < now’.

® Lit. ¢ justice ’, ¢ right ’,

) Le. those who testified against them with regard to the two houses.
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said : ¢Let him be borne in a cage of a camel-driver and be broughty.
And there was brought to him a cage (made) from sleeping-beds @), and
he was borne in it, and they brought him to him. And he (the messenger)
said : «O Sanf, what thing hast thou done?» He said : «O my sire,
there is nothing that I can do». He (the messenger) said : « They shall
bind thee immediately». He said : «O my sire, do as thou wishest».
He (the messenger) said : «Let him be led to confinement», and he
(the messenger) went with him to the confinement. And he became
indebted for what was necessary for the two houses, on account of his
guarantee for the priest, and the priest had concealed himself. Then there
entered the year nine hundred and fifty-nine® on F riday, at the beginning
of Rabi al-Akhar (in the) year six hundred and forty ®. And the
Sultan —may God perpetuate his kingdom! — (was) Al-Malik as-Slih,
and the judge of Cairo (al-K&hirah) (was) Badr ad-Din who had been
judge of Singar (), and the judge of Cairo (Misr) (was) ‘Izz ad-Din [I]bn
“Abd as-Salim, and the patriarch (was) Abba (Anb4) Cyril (Kirullus),
known as [I[bn Laklak. And the Nile (an-Nil) came up in this year to
eight fingers above seventeen cubits, and the completion of its increase
(was) on Monday, the fourth of (the month of) Ttt®. And it began
increasing and decreasing, but it did not increase anything more beyond
the eight above seventeen. And the prices fluctuated, and they rose,
and wheat was sold at seventy dirhams the ardab, and barley, at forty
dirhams the ardab. And as for clover (al-Birsim), (it was) sought to the
last degree on account of the scarcity of water and the few crops which
are reserved for Spring, and it (clover) was sold at ninety dirhams the
ardab, and linseed oil rose in price also, and there was not anything
cheap in the lands at this period. And the patriarch was abiding at the
Monastery of the Beacon (®), and he did not have anything to do with

®) Le. a bed made from the split branches of the palm-tree.
@ Te. AM.=1242 A.D.

® Te. AH.=1242A.D.

® Cf. page 156 note 6.

®) — September 1st., Julian Style.

© Cf. page 232 note 5.




*Fol. 346 r°

— 2bh —

he (the judge) went out on this wise. And when it was Sunday, the
first of (the month of) An-Nasi®), he (the judge) sent the witnesses
and the architects, and they went over to the external house, and they
set about to evaluate (it), and they began with demolishing the closed
door, thinking thereby that it led to the church, and to take by it a part
of it (the Church). And they finished (the demolishing) from the
bottom to the top, but they did not find behind it, except earth from
ancient years. Then they betook themselves to the internal house, and
they came to the place of the latrines, and they said to us : ¢The bottom
and the top of this place (are) four cubits in circumference, apart from
the ten by ten (cubits) which we have in the store». And they had not
mentioned at first, except the ten by ten (cubits), because they had
measured it from the outside. And it was, (that) the elder (aé—gaikh),
while they were measuring and evaluating, had gone to the judge, and
had sat with him. And they went out and they fixed for the two places
(the sum of) three hundred and forty dindrs, and he (the judge) accepted
it. And the judge arose, and the elder (aé—gaﬁ{h) came to the church
without procuration, only affairs (were) confused. And when it was the

end of the daytime, he (the judge) summoned him (As-Sani), and he
spoke with him kindly, and he appeased his heart and he said to his

representative : (Read and understand these documents, and iform
me of what is in them». And he (the judge) went up to Cairo (al-K&hirah),
and when it was in the morning of Monday, * the representative sent to
him (As-Sanf) a messenger whom he had sought, and he went to him
(As-Sant) and with him the aforementioned documents. And he (the
messenger) said to him : ¢ These (are) useless tombsy . And he said to
him (As-Sant) : « What is it that thou hast done?» He (As-Sanf) said :
«0 my sire, I have done nothing»; and he (the messenger) appointed
for him a guarantor for the sum, and he caused him to pass the night
under watch. And when it was on the morrow of that day, he (the
messenger) sent (and) he summoned him. And he (As-Sanf) said :
«I am sick, I am not able to move». He (the messenger) sent and he

@) — August 24th, Julian Style.
® [.e. the documents are without value.
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but it was Ibn Abd Ghilib ' who was patriarch (who did this). And
as for thee, there will not be charged to thee, except for the period of
the thirteen years which thou hast acknowledged that thou hast made
use of it in this place, its rent being incumbent on thee». He said :
«0 my sire, this rent I have spent for the taxes of the Christians (an-
Nagard) and on its @ alms, as a condition of the inalienable endowment.
He (the judge) said : ¢ This is of no use». He said to him : (O my sire,
il this place had been according to what was said, a prayer-house
(Masgid), whence are these buildings for it and this storey, and these
objects which have given to it this value?» He (the judge) said : « Evaluate
the rent of the place (as) a prayer-house (Masgid) from a period of thir-
teen years, and the value of these timbers and the objects and the
buildings which (are) at it now». And they said : « There will remain
to the elder (a3-Saikh) eleven dinrs». And he (As-Sant) said to them :
«Ye are dispensed from themy, and they departed on this wise. And
he (the judge) moved to the other house, and there was not in it except

the higher (storey) in which the priest was dwelling, because its lower
(storey) was a store. And the elder (a3-Satkh) had closed up its door

on the side of the lane, and he had opened it on the side of the church,
(and) he had made it a store for esparto-grass ®. And it was neighbouring
to the offices of the Church, and he (the judge) passed over to the church,
and he entered from the door of the offices, and it was the door of the
offices and the stairway, and he came to the place of the latrines and the
lamps (@avdpiov), and they said : «This is the place of the prayer-niches
(al-Mahdrib)». He (the judge) said : «It has been proved to me that
this also was a prayer-house (Masgid). Seek the priest who dwells in it».
The elder (a3-Satkh) © said to him : (O my sire, what dost thou desire
of him? Iam his guarantor». He (the judge) said : ¢ We desire the renty.
He said to him : O my sire, whatever is incumbent on him (we shall
pay). Either he should prove his indigence, or he should pay». And

@ John VI, 74th, Patriarch of Alexandria, 1189-1216 A.D.
@ [.e. the church’s.

@ Halfd-grass which is used for making mats, etc.

® [e. As-Sani.




*Fol. 345v°

— 252 —

neighbours, and they had property neighbouring to the external house,
and (there were) with them the documents, the date of which (was)
from ninety years, which testified that the limits of one of them () reached
as far as this house, and they @ testified that the house was an inalienable
endowment for the Christians (an-Nasird). And if it ® had been a prayer-
house (Masgid), as they mentioned, it would have been mentioned. And
another, a Christian (Nasrdn), known as Abii Isaac (Ishak) [I]bn al-A‘m4,
had a house within the lane opposite to the other house about which
was the dispute ; and with him (were) documents of its date, one hundred
and thirty-one years, and he testified to the limits likewise, and the limit
which reached to this house mentioned in it that 1t reached to the
house (which was) an inalienable endowment to the Christians (an-
Nagérd), the dwelling-place of the elder (as-Satkh) Abti Ghalib. And
the mentioned documents were brought to the judge, and he read and
understood them, but he did not pay heed to them. And the mentioned
elder (a3-Satkh) continued making endeavours at Cairo (al-Kéhirah)
and Cairo (Misr), and seeking proofs, on Tuesday and Wednesday, and
nothing was done for him. And when it was the eve of Thursday ), the
twenty-eighth of (the month of) Misr4 ©), the judge came to the church 7,
and with him a group of witnesses, and others than they, * and the gover-
nor (Walt) of Cairo (Misr), and he entered into the external house,
and he caused As-Sani to be brought, and he said to him : ¢ What thing
hast thou done?» He said to him : ¢O my sire, I have done nothing».
He (the judge) said to him : ¢ O elder (Sa’l‘kh), this house has been proved
to me to have been one of the prayer-houses (Masgid)® of the Muslims
(al-Muslimin), and thou hast not renovated (it) and hast not changed (it),

M Le. the houses.

(R Ut

@ [e. the house.

) J.e. the documents.

® J.e. Wednesday evening.

® = August 21st, Julian Style.

) Ie. the Church of Saint Sergius.

® Lit. ¢ a prayer-house of the prayer-houses ’.
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he (the judge) was informed that the priest Al-Mu‘tamud was poor
and was not able (to pay) anything. And he (the judge) said : ¢ We shall
set up for him a guarantor, and there shall be made a written report
about his indigence»; (and) his people guaranteed him, and he went
out on account of the written report. And when it was the eve of Monday @,
the twenty-fifth of (the month of) Misr4®), the judge summoned the
elder (aé—Saikh) As-Sani, because he used to summon him every three days,
and he said to him : ¢ What hast there done?» He said to him : «O my
sire, what (is it) that I (can) do, being in prison, and I have no one?»
He said to him : (Find a guarantor for thee, and go and see to it for
thyselfy. And a group came, and they guaranteed his person. And he
came to the church ®, to the cell (xeAXiov) which belonged to him;
and the group came to him, and they made efforts, except that they
had no power, because the notables of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) and
their elders (Siyﬁkh) and their chiefs were certain that this testimony
was false, and that this matter had pever been, only they were not able
to testify, and their satellites and the followers of them who know this,
were afraid of the judge. However, the written report which (Goncerned)
the first house near to the lane, contained (the statement) that this
prayer-house (al-Masgid) had three doors, (and) their intention thereby
(was) that they should take in its place two other houses. And these
two houses were shared with a Muslim woman (Muslimah) who had a

quarter (share), and the church had three-quarters. And this woman

came with her documents to the judge, and she made an uproar and she
shouted, and she was a Muslim woman (Muslimah). And he (the judge)
ordered that there should be no interference in the two houses in which
the woman had a share. And they confined themselves to the one house
which was adjoining the Church, to the intent to dominate the church,
and to take what was neighbouring to its mentioned houses, in the
measure that they were able, as they had done concerning (the Church)
Al-Mu‘allakah ). And there were in the lane Muslims (al-Muslimin)

() Ie. Sunday evening.

® = August 18th, Julian Style.

® Ie. the Church of Saint Sergius.
@ Cf. page 150, note 2.
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Tuesday, the nineteenth of (the month of) Misrd ' of this year, and they
renewed the case against him, and he denied (it). And they produced
the written report, and eight of this group witnessed to it, and they
testified ; and among them (was) one who had not reached to forty years,
and his witnessing (was) to more than forty years. And the mentioned
judge accepted @ it, and he sanctioned two of them, and they were Ibn
Hatlah and Ibn Sabah, because they were two personalities, but (they
were) as the two elders (éaikhain) of Susanna (Stisannah) ®). And he
confirmed the written report, and he returned the elder (aa‘s~Saikh) to
imprisonment, after the discussion had taken place between himself
and him (the elder). And he said to him : ¢ If thou hast a proof, bring it».
He said to him (the judge) : «O my sire, whence have I a proof, being
mn imprisonment ?» And he (the judge) said to him : ¢ Charge one for
theey. He said to him (the judge) : O my sire, I have not an agent;
leave the order with me until I bring my proofs. He (the judge) said to
him : «This is not allowed», and he commanded him (to be taken) into
prison, on the eve of Friday @, the twenty-second of (the month of)
Misrd ®. And after that, they made a written report about the other
house which (was) inside the lane. And the priest al-Mu'tamud [I]bn
al-Kasts Ma‘4nf, priest of the mentioned church @, was dwelling in the
house concerned ; and they summoned him, and they claimed against
him that he should deliver it up. And they did with him, as they had
done about the first house, and he made known that he had inhabited it
for a period of twenty years. * And he (the judge) commanded him to
evacuate it immediately, in that hour, and a guarantor was appointed
for him for the rent of the twenty years, and he commanded the other
external house to be evacuated of its dwellers, because there were dwellers
in it, and they (the houses) fell @ into the hands of the adversaries. And

) — August 12th, Julian Style.

@ Lit. ¢ he heard ’.

® Cf. Daniel, XIII (Story of Susanna).
® [.e. Thursday evening.

® = August 15th, Julian Style.

® .e. the Church of Saint Sergius.
™ Lit. ¢ became .
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they should do, and had made known to them the way they should take.
And one of them, a Muslim (Muslim), known as Abd’l-Hasan [Ibn
Makin al-Kazzdz, made avclaim against (the elder), and there was between
him and () the elder (ag-Saikh) As-Sani a dispute, because he had lodged
in a chamber of the buildings of the church, and he did not pay rent for it.
And the elder (aé—éaikh) used to demand it from him, because he did
not consider that he should leave it to him, and there was not a reason
for leaving it. And this person was blameworthy in his way(s), deviating
from the truth. And he (the Muslim) claimed against the elder (as-Sakh)
that he should deliver up the single external house and what was due
from its rent for more than forty years. And he (the elder) denied it,
and he (the Muslim) demanded of him an oath, and the judge said to
him : ¢Sweary, and he (the elder) said : «Yean. And he (the judge)
said : ¢Say : ¢ By the truth of Him Who caused to descend the Gospel
on the heart of Jesus (Isd) '»@. The elder said to him : (This is not
my belief nor my religious conviction, and a man does not swear, except
according to his religious conviction, even as those who were before of
the judges accustomed us». And he (the judge) said to him : «If thou
dost not swear according to what I have said to thee, I shall punish thee»,
He (the elder) said : « Whatsoever thou wilt, do. We have never heard
of a judgment of this kind». And he (the judge) was wroth with him,
and he punished him in front of him, and he ordered him to be imprisoned,
as it happened to the pure Apostles. Then (it was), that the partial
Muslims (al-Muslimin) made a written report with the opinion of the
Judge, that this place (had been) one of the prayer-houses (MasAgid) @
of the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and that the Christians (an-Nasérd) had
encroached upon it, and had made it a house from the days of the dearth
in the year five hundred and ninety-seven @. And they summoned the
elder (aé~Saﬂch) from (his) imprisonment on the third day, because the
beginning of his being brought ¢ was the afternoon of the daytime of

M It < and between ’.

@ Cf. The Noble Kurdn, Surat of the Iron, 27.
®) Lit. ¢ a prayer-house of the prayer-houses ’.
@ Le. of the Higrah, = 1200 A.D.

© Le. before the judge.
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arrived at Tall al“Agdl(®); and the troops were equipped, and they
departed successively, and they descended at the outskirts of Cairoe
(al-Kéhirah), from the prayer-house of At-Tib to the Lake Al-Hlubb ®.
And there arrived the messenger of the Calif (al-Khalifah) who had been
sent from Bagdad (Baghdad)®, and he crossed over to Cairo (al-
Kéhirah), and he descended at the House of the Wizérah, and the
Sultan had gone out to receive him, because he was a distinguished man,
a chief, of rank and dignity. Then (it was) that a body of the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) known as Ibn Hallah and Ibn Sabb4h, and a group which
took their part — and it was they who rose up in the affair of the Church
Al-Mu‘allakah @), and (who) did in it what was mentioned before — came
against the Church of Saint (Abd) Sergius (Sargah) ®) in Cairo (Misr),
and they came to two houses of the houses of its inalienable endowments,
which were adjoining to it (the church). One of the two of them (was)
at the cast of it, its street (being) at the highway, and the other on the
west of it, inside the lane in which are the gates of the church. And they
claimed that each of the two houses had been a prayer-house (Masgid),
and that they knew it, since a period passing forty years. And the elder
(aé—Saikh) As-Sani, the monk, known as Ibn al-Tha'bdn, was staying
at the mentioned Church ©, and (he was) an overseer of its affairs. And
he had (ve-)built it, and had built its dwelling-places, and he had
renewed a number of places in place of the dwelling-places * which he
added to its alienable endowments, and he acted therein after the manner (7)
of the angels. And these mischievous claimants raised up some people
from among those who brought an action against the mentioned elder
(as-Saikh) before the religious law, before this judge [I]bn “Abd as-
Salim, after they had met him, and he had arranged with them what

o) Cf. P.K. Hirm, History of Syria, map facing page 9.
® Cf. page 225, note 8.

9 Cf. page 156, note 8.

Y Cf. page 150, note 2.

% Cf. page 153, note 2.

9 I.e. the Church of Saint Sergius.

@ Lit. ¢ Iife .
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craftsmen were not to be obtained : the builder, (except) at ten dirhams
every day and a dirham for his food, and the labourer, at four dirhams
and three-quarters, (and) a dirham for his food, and the rest in this
proportion. And bread was not found, except with ration ; nevertheless,
people used to build, and buildings multiplied and ramshackled houses
were (re-)built, and the wealth of the people was Increasing, in spite
of the dearness, and it was in contradiction. And the beginning ) of the
blessed Lunar Year came, and it was the year six hundred and forty of
the iliggah @, and he (the Sultan) ordered the extraction of the taxes,
and they were extracted with an extraction of great harshness. And a
man had been appointed for them (who) was called [I]bn Garadah, and
he did what none had done, and he incited the mobs against the people ;
and he did not confine himself to the taxes of Cairo (Migr) and Cairo
(al-Ké&hirah), but whatsoever he found, he weighed out, and he made
the heads of the master-craftsmen bring those who were under their
hands of every craft, and the owners of the quarters would take those
who were dwelling in their district for collecting the tax. And in these
days it was proclaimed in Cairo (Misr) that which said, (that) the religious
law ordered that the Christians (an-Nagird) should bind the girdles,
(Cawvdprov) on their waists (3. And it was said, that the cause for this (was)
from [I]bn Garadah, the aforementioned, because he had insinuated to
the judge that the Christians (an-Nasdrd) were no longer distinguished
from the Muslims (al-Muslimin), because they did not bind on the
gerdles (Zwvdpiov), and that the tax-collectors @, perhaps, seized the
Muslims (al-Muslimin} for the tax. So he (Ibn Galédah) ordered this
proclamation, and the peopie began to bind the girdles (Cwwdziov) on
their waists : the elders (as—balkh) among them, and those who feared
for their honour; and the mobs showed effrontery according to their

ustom. Then the Sultan ordered that the troops should depart towards
Syrla (as-S4m), because the messenger of the Calif (al-Khalifah) had

WL = head 2

& — July 1st., 1242 A.D.

) A distinguishing mark frequently imposed on Christians.
@ Lat. ¢ messengers ",
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and he wished to demolish a storey (which) he (' had built over a prayer-
house (Masgid) in Cairo (Misr) in the quarter of the Bab al-Kantarah @,
and As-Sahib Mu‘ain ad-Din withstood him as regards this. And he
straitened the people in divers matters, and he was severe in judgments,
and he summoned the copyists from the shops ¥, and he ordered them
to sit before him @ in the portal which (was) at the mosque (al—Gama‘).
Then (it was), that the Sultan —may God perpetuate his kingdom ! —
ordered that a coliege (Madrasah) should be built at Cairo (al-Kéhirah)
in front of the Goldsmiths’ (Bazaar)®), in the place in which were
dwelling the farriers, in front of the Palace (Kasr) ¢, and he (the Sultan)
began on this, and he transferred the farriers from there. And they were
removed to the neighbourhood of the Bab al-Bahr 7, in the direction of
the Rukn al-Muhalak, and he demolished that side of the Palace (Kasr) (©),
and it was that which comes after the Bab az-Zuhtimah ®, towards the
north; for a length of a hundred cubits, doing the same in width. And
he (the Sultan) provided for this, continuing (also) his solicitude for
the building of the fortress of the Island ¥ and its belvederes * and the
building of the Fortress at the Mountain 1%, and the building of the
belvederes at the Bustan al-Khagsib and others than them of the buildings
of the Sultan 1. And building-materials became unobtainable and

Le. the deceased judge.

Cf. S. Lane-Poorg, The Story of Cairo, map, p. 165.

Le. the shops which sold books which were copied there.
" Lit. ¢ between his hands .

Cf. D. RussELL, op. cit., p. 154.

© This would have been what remained at this time of the Fatimid ¢« Western
Palace °.

@ Cf. D. Russews, op. cit., p. 156.

® Ie. ¢ of bad smells’. This gate was near the kitchen wing of the ¢Western
Palace’, ef. D. RussewL, op. cit., p. 154.

® Le. Rodah.

o) This would most probably have been the Kal‘at al-Kabs, ¢ Castle of the Ram ’,
built at this period, cf. S. Lave-Pooe, The Story of Cairo, p. 90, note 1 and the
illustration on p. 177.

a4 L7¢, ¢ Sultanic’.
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there was not mentioned what he found, then (with) staves and rods and
various instruments of degradation. Then he took them, after this, bound
with ropes, and he went with them to the house of his companion, and
he was dwelling in the neighbourhood of the [Jammén al-Fir. And the
governor (al-WAali) took them, and he renewed for them chastisement
and degradation, and he ordered them (to be sent) to the prison, and
this was for them an ignominy to them. And the city calmed down, and
the insurgents were repressed. And the wise of the nobles of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) and the whole of the Christians (an-Nasird) and
the Jews (al-Yahtid) invoked (blessings) upon this governor (al-Wali),
because he had put an end to matters which were about to ramify, and he
bit the leaders of the sedition, while the people were looking on. And the
judge Saraf ad-Din of Alexandria known as Ibn “Afn ad-Datilah who had
been appointed specifically for judging Cairo (al-Kdhirah) and what
comes after it of Lower Egypt (al-Wagh al-Bahari) died, after he had
been a judge of all the districts, and he was replaced by the judge Badr
ad-Din, judge of Singar @, who had been a judge of Cairo (Migr). And
Cairo (Misr) remained for some days without a judge, until the affair of judg-
ing was entrusted to a man from the inhabitants of Damascus (Dimask) @),
known as [I|bn ‘Abd as-Salém. And he was chief of the preaching
in Gairo (Migr) before that ; and preaching and judging were combined
for him, and he was a good man, of good reputation (and) magnanimous.
And the prices were fluctuating ®), and wheat (was) on the increase
rather than on the decrease, from fifty dirhams the ardab and thereabout,
and everything (was) expensive. Then (it was), that some factors concealed
in @ the judge [I|bn ‘Abd as-Salém, the mentioned, were made manifest,
and he rejected the witnesses brought against him, and he pursued the
traces of the deceased judge. And he summoned his ® son, Muhiad-Din,

™ Cf, page 156, note 6.

@ Cf. page 154, note 6.

@ Lat. « taking and giving ’.

® Iat. ¢ hidden in his soul ’.

@ Le. the son of the deceased judge.
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man of the Sufis (as-Stiffah) who were named Calandars (al-Kalandarfah) ®
in the mosque (al—(}ama‘) at Gairo (Misr), after the prayer of Friday, and
after the end of the sermon, and he cried out at the top of his voice :
«O Muslims (Muslimin), he among you who desires the holy war (al-
Gih4d) for the sake of God, the Ghurch Al-Mu'allakah ! is your concern».
And all who were in it went out from the mosque (al-Gama*), and they
(were) people not to be counted, and they came to the church. And the
governor (Wali) of Gairo (Misr) was in the mosque (ai—Gﬁma‘), and
he was a man well-informed, learned, and having experience, (and) he
was called Al-Mugéhid Sulaimén. And he heard the tumult, and he
despatched his slave (Mamltik) and ten of the captains to protect the
church. And he (the Mamliik) came to it, and he found (there) people &
which (were) not to be counted. And some of them had gone up to the
prayer-house (al-Masgid) adjoining it which * had been taken from 1it;
and if salt had been thrown, it would not have fallen on the ground .
And he (the Mamliik) bore down upon these people ¥ with an iron-
headed club ®), and the ten captains with staves, and great fear of the
Sultan © arose, (and) they were dispersed from the door of the church,
and the door which was at it was closed, and it was one of the doors of the
Fortress of Babylon (Kagr ay-Sama’) 7, and it was known as the Lane
of the Mu‘allakah @. And he (the Mamltk) called for the heads of the
sedition, and they had gone up to the prayer-house (al-Masgid), and
their number was five or six souls, the Calandar (al-Kalandri) and those
who agreed with him on this. And he began to beat everyone of them in
turn a number of times with various instruments of chastisement of which

M) There is also the spelling )4 % (Karandaliah). A monastic order founded
by the Satkh Karandal, cf. R. Dozx, op. cit., vol. II, p. 340.

@ Cf. page 150, note 2.

®) Lit. ¢ creatures .

@ I.e. the people were so densely packed together.

® Cf. R. Doz, op. cit., vol. I, p. 423.

® L. ¢ the Sultanate ’.

™ (f. S. Lane-Poore, The Story of Caire, llustration on p. 51, and O.H.E. KHS-
Burmester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo, pp. 14-15, and
A.J. Burier, The Ancient Coptic Churches of Egypt, vol. I, pp. 155-249.
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he turned to Damascus (Dimask) V- And it was said, that he did not 20
there, except to arrange an affair and to settle a dispute, though his
departure was out of fear for his life @, but deceit and treachery and
breach of faith were not known to him at all. Then (it was), that the
Franks (al-Afrang) began to sally out from Bethlehem (Bait Lahm) and
other (places) than it, and they pursued people to kill them on the
way and to confiscate their wealth. And news reached Al-Malik an-Nsir
[I]bn al-Mu‘azzam, and he was the Possessor of the Karak (al-Karak) ()
and Sichem (Nablus) ) and the Mountain of the Friend (Hebron) © and
Beisan (Bisdn) © about this, and he marched against Bethiehem
(Bait Lahm), and he killed all who (were) at it of the Franks (Farangt)
and the Christians (Nagréni), and he took their possessions, and he
took captive the guards(, and they were days of trials, troubles
and fears. And some of the pilgrims who had gone to Jerusalem ),
departed from it to Acre ("Akkd) ©); among them (were) some who went
on business, and among them (were) some who went to their relatives
there ; and they were seized on the way, and a group of them were killed,
men and women. And as for the patriarch, his principal place (of
residence) was at the Monastery of the Beacon (Dair a-Sama’) 10), because
there did not remain for him a place to reside in, except it. And when
it was in the daytime of Friday, the twelfth of (thc month of) Bat’tmah t,
and 1t was the Feast of the glorious angel Michael (Mikhayil), which
corresponded to the fifth of (the month of) Dhi’l-Higgah (in the) year
six hundred and thirty-nine of the Islamic (Year) 12), there stood up a

M) Cf. page 154, note 6.

ST sonl e

@ Cf. page 194, note 5.

) Cf. page 194, note 10.

@ Cf. B. Meisrermany, op. cit., pp 356-362,
© Cf. B. Meistenmany, op. cit., pp. 620-624.
™ Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. 474.

® Lit. ¢ the Holy House .

® Cf. B. Meistermany, op. cit., pp. 631-635.
9 Cf. page 232, note 5.

0 = June 6th, Julian Style.

U Je s 1204 A0,
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about three thousand horsemen, and their leader was Ar-Rukn al-Higawi,
and among them was a group of the amirs ; and they departed, and they
descended at Gaza (Ghazzah) ). They assembled with Al-Malik al-Gawad
Muzzafar ad-Din [I]bn Maddid, and the intention was * to reconcile
him 2 and to journey to Damascus (Dimask)® to take it. And they
remained there ), and the troops for the Yemen (al-Yaman) were preparing
for departure, and there did not remain among them except those who
resolved on this. And, lo, news arrived that Fakhr ad-Din, son of the
messenger of the Possessor of the Yemen (al-Yaman) had come to Mecca
(Makkah) !, (and) had taken it by ruse from the troops which were in it ;
and the resolution to occupy the Yemen (al-Yaman) weakened and came
to an end. And barley went down on Holy Saturday ©, and it reached
to forty dirhams the ardab, and bread (was) at six ratls a dirham, and
flour, at sixty-five dihams the measure ) and the people rejoiced at
this exceedingly ®, and it was a blessed Feast . And the troops levied
for the Yemen (al-Yaman) rejoiced at the cancelling of the resolution
(to go) there. And they sold again what they had bought, and the greater
part of the provisions was lost for them. Such as the ring biscuits (al-Ka'k)
and the thin unleavened bread and the fat and what was like it ; and the
prices for horses again became expensive, hecause they returned to buy
them. And the news arrived that Ar-Rukn al-Higdwi who was the leader
of the troops of Gaza (Ghazzah) had left the troops, and had separated
himself from them, he and Al-Malik al-Gaw4d, for a matter which they
hoth suspected. And as regards Al-Malik al-Gawad, he joined the Franks
(al-Afrang), because they were in alliance with him ; and as for Ar-Rukn,

M) Cf. page 170, note 8.

@ L. ¢« reconcile his heart’.

® Cf. page 154, note 6.

® Ie. at Gaza.

® Cf. page 227, note 3.

@ [4t. ¢ the Saturday of Light’. The next day, Easter Sunday, the Paschal
Light is fit.

O Lit. ¢ load’.

® Lit. ¢ a great rejoicing .

® Le. Easter Sunday.
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(al-Miky4s) which everyone approved of, it was demolished and there
was built in its place a great tower (wlpyos) at the head of the apex
(of the Nilometer). And as for the western side, all of it was completed
(as) a belvedere for our Sire, the Sultan, gardens and reception rooms,
from the church to the end of the building. Then (it was), that the Sultan
—may God empower his victory! — levied troops for the Yemen
(al-Yaman), their number (being) two thousand horsemen, and among
them a company of the amirs and the leaders, such as As-Sarim al-Mas‘tdi,
and the nobles and ‘Alam ad-Din Sam#’il and others besides them. And
he spent for every eunuch thirty dindrs, and he gave to the amirs according
to the number of the eunuchs, for every eunuch, ten dindrs. To him
who had with him fifty, he gave five hundred dinérs apart from what the
eunuchs took for themselves; and he ordered them to equip and to
journey to the Yemen (al-Yaman), and they started on this. And they
began to sell the horses and the cows and the water-buffaloes (al-Gams)
and the sheep. And they journeyed with the camels and the dromaderies
and the equipment of the water-carriers and the objects for travelling to
the Higaz (al-Higéz) and the Yemen (al-Yaman). And horses became
cheap to an excessive degree, and camels became very expensive (1), as
well as @ the pots and the large water-skins ®) and the water-skins (@,
and buckets and all things of this kind. And Mosol (Matisilt) thin un-
leavened bread was bought at fifty dirhams the kantr and at fifty-five,
and ring biscuits (al-Ka‘k) the same, because it happened in (these) days
that the price fluctuated, and wheat reached to seventy dirhams the ardab,
and bread (was) at a quarter and an eighth of a dirham the ratl. And the
condition was serious, and the crews of the fleet were seized by command
of the ships for the Yemen (al-Yaman) ; and importation was little, and
the times were hard to an extreme. Then (it was), that the Sultan — may
God empower his victory | — levied other troops for Gaza (Ghazzah) ©) of

@ Lit. ¢ a great expensiveness ’.

@ Lif. ¢ and ’.

@ Cf. R. Doz, op. cit., vol. I, p. 574.
@ Cf. R. Dozv, op. eit., vol. II, p- 323.
@ Cf. page 170, note 8.
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at one dirham and a half and an eight the ratl, and sugar, at three dirhams
the ratl * and wax, at a dirham the atkiah (), and honey from bees, at
three dirhams the ratl, and olive-oil ), at three dirhams the ratl, and all
what (was) in the land was in this proportion. And there was affliction,
no greater and no stranger than which had been related, because the
water (of the Nile) in this year reached to eighteen fingers out of eighteen
cubits, and these prices (were) in this manner. And it was the usual
custom that, if the crops were productive every thing was cheap, such
as flour and live-stook and cloth and furniture. And in these days all
what (was) in the land (was) expensive, even building-tools and the wages
of craftsmen. And as for the fortress of the Island ®, the work on it
was continuous, and (there was) effort and perseverance to complete it.
And every house (which) was in it was demolished, and the building ®
reached to the places which were before the church and the mosque

(al-Gama*), and they were demolished, and the place became a great

square ) and an open space. And one of the companions of the Sultan
came, and he was Master of the Ceremonies (al-Mihmandar) ©), and he
was known as Akhi Al-ffagib “Ali, (and) he descended at the hall of the
patriarch which was at the side of the church of the Island ), and he
placed in it his baggage "), and he took the key of it. And the patriarch
came, (and) he descended at the room which he had built out from the
side of the church, (and) he had made it at the side of this hall®), intending
thereby to protect it (the hall). And (it was), that, when this man went
out from this hall ®, he (the patriarch) returned to it, and there befell
him through this place soreness of heart and evil trouble. And asregards
the pavilion which was constructed on the platform of the Nilometer

M = 1,321 ounces.

® Lit. ¢ good oil °.

® Ie. Rodah.

® L. ¢ the affair ’.

® Cf. R. Dozy, gp. cit., vol. I, p. 516.

® For this title, cf. S. Lane-Poore, The Story of Cairo, p. 224.
™ Cf. R. Dozx, op. cit., vol. II, p. 405.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. at., vol. II, p. 419.
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had been reported to him. And he sent to summon the son of his (the
patriarch’s) brother and the son of his sister in whose names was the
signature, and he demanded from both of them the amount, and he
enjoined on them (the payment). And the elder (a:§~éaﬂc‘n) As-Sani‘ah
who was called chief surveyor of state accounts ) was he who had full
authority @, and in him (was) the fear of God. And he was from among
those who detested the patriarch ; but he contrived to charge some senior
soldiers (with collecting) this amount, and he succeeded with them to
reconcile them about it ; and it was said, that the patriarch did not weigh
out of this sum beyond three hundred dinirs. And he (the patriarch)
took the receipts and his relatives were saved. Only (it was) that there
occurred for him (the patriarch) affliction on this occasion and straitening
of breast and complaint of the lack (of money), the like of which had
not occurred, and had not been heard of in the time of the great imposed
tax. And he (the patriarch) went to the Harat Zuwailah ©), (and) he
took what (was) at it in the way of wax and other things beside it, and
he asked help from a priest at it, and he was named Abd Skir, and he
used to serve at the single Gate (Bab) al-Maisim for civil and military

appointments (Gémki‘at al-Birdédriat). And he was prosperous, and it was

said that he had taken the price of a mill which was inalienably endowed
to the church @, and God knows (best). And he (Abt gé‘lkir) wrote to
Upper and Lower Egypt (al-Waghain al-Kiblt wa’'l-Bahart) for this reason,
and he asked help from the elder (aé—gaikh) As-Sani‘ah, the
aforementioned archon (4pyw»), to the same effect. And he (As-Sani‘ah)
wrote for him (Ab Sakir) to the representatives ) and the employés
for help. And as regards the prices, they rose greatly : wheat reached to
seventy-five dirhams the ardab, and barley, (to) forty-two dirhams the
ardab, and poultry (was) at one silver dirham the hen, and meat,

1 Lit. < Surveyor of the surveyors ’, ef. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. II, p. 827,
@ Lit. ¢ the loosing and the binding of the State ’.

© Cf. page 175, note 1.

@ Ie, the Church at the Hirat Zuwatilah.

© ¢ to the representatives ’ repeated by dittography.
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(free), and it was said, on the contrary, that they were mprisoned in
some cities. And as for the remainder, he ordered them to go out to the
Rif® to dwell in it, on condition that none of them should have a mare
nor bear arms, but should be a hushandman or a merchant, and, if he
wished for his family @, they should go out to him, and this was not
forbidden to him. And they dispersed in the lands, and our master the
Sultan, spared their lives ¥, although the jurisconsults had given the
decision that the killing of them was licit because they had revolted,
and had broken their oath, and had proved themselves treacherous to
their Sultan and had raised a sedition, and he pardoned them for all
this. Then (it was), that he (the Sultan) ordered the departure of the
troops to Syria (aé—Sém), and they equipped themselves, but they did
not depart. And the news arrived that Al-Malik al-GawAd [ITbn Mamdad
had come to terms with the Franks (al-Afran$), and had descended with
them, and that they had come to Gaza (Ghazzah) @ and had taken all
what was in it. And they returned (and) descended at Caesarea
(Katsirfah) ¥), and they remained unsettled in the Littoral ©, (going)
from place to place, and Al-Malik al-Gawad (was) with them. And after
the departure of the Franks (al-Afrang) from Gaza (Ghazzah)®, there
came Al-Malik an-Nésir [I]bn al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam, and he descended
at it, he and his troops. And, in these days, there was at the prosperous

Treasury a man, an overseer, known as Sihab ad-Din, judge of Dardd ("),
and he was prompt in what he dealt with, (and) very assiduous in the
service of the Sultan, and he discovered that there remained of the sum
(with) the signature of the patriarch ® five hundred and ten dindrs;
either (it was) that he had come to know of it by himself, or (that) it

@ Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burnester, ‘The Rif of Egypt’, in Orientalia, vol, VIII, fasc. 1-
2, pp. 96-119.

® Ly, ¢« his household .

@ L. ¢ he granted to them their spirits ",

9 Cf. page 170, note 8.

®) B. Merstenmany, op. cif., pp. 429-430.

® Cf. page 222, note 3.

0 Cf. Dictionnaire Géographique de I’Egypte, p. 162,

®) e, acknowledging his debt.
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levied at Kos (Ktis) ¥, and they were Turks (al-Atrék), and their leader
(was) a man called Tafarbal al-Hlagaft az-Zahid, had revolted @, and
they made this Tafarbal a sultan, and they seized the governor (WAili)
of Kos (Ktis) ™, and they exacted the import duties, the capitation taxes
and the tribute, and they made free us of the stores. Only none of the
Bedouins (al-Urbén) followed them in this through fear of the Sultan.
And he (the Sultan) levied about two thousand horsemen against them,
and their leader (was) Ar-Rukn al-Higéwi on the eastern bank, and he
(the Sultan) sent the notables on the western bank, and they gathered
from their clans and their tribes what exceeded two thousand horsemen,
and they journeyed until they arrived at Miniat Bani Khasib 3. And
there arrived a man from Upper Egypt (as-Sa‘td), continent, (and)
extolled among the Muslims (al-Muslimin), and it was said, that he
possessed prestige. And he had arrived at Gairo (al-KAhirah), and he was
honoured by the Sultan and the wazir and the rest of the Muslims
(al-Muslimin). And he came now to seek security for this dissembling
group and to close the door of sedition, and to spare blood-shed. And
his dwelling (was at) Dam&min @ of Upper Egypt (as-Sa‘td), and he was

known as Az-Satkh Mufraj;, and he came in a fire-ship in four days, and
he came together with ) our Sire, the Sultan, and he obtained security

for them ), and he returned at once in his fire-ship. And the troops had
reached to the boundaries of Akhmim (7, and he gave to them security.
And they desisted from what they had been, and they obeyed, and they
entered the service of the amir Ar-Rukn al-Higdwi, and all returned to
Cairo (al-Kéhirah) the Protected. And when they arrived, they did not
see * the face of our master, the Sultan. And, after some days, he ordered
to be seized a certain group of them ; and it was said that they remained

M Cf. E. Amkuineau, op. cit., pp. 399-400.

@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. IL, p. 704.

¢ Unidentified.

) Read, perhaps, Damémil (J+bs), cf. Dictionnaire Géographique de ILgypte,
p- 160. Itis at distance of 1 hour and a half from Kis.

©) I.e, he met.

© J.e. the troops which had mutinied.

@ Cf. E. Amfrineav, op. cit., pp. 18-22.

*Fol, 342 r°
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(the messenger’s) arrival at Cairo (al-K&hirah) was postponed. Then
it was permitted to him to come, and he was brought by land, and he
was delayed on the way, and he was made to go round by the Fayim
(al-Faytim) ), and he came to the Pyramids, and he crossed over (the
river) from Gizah (al-Gizah) ). And he had with him about one hundred
men, and the day of his arrival was a great (day), and the two cities (¥
were decorated for him. And all the troops rode (out), and they received
him, and all the people went out. And the mentioned messenger and
his companion were both on mares from the horses of Nubia (an-Niibah)
which belonged to our Sire, the Sultan — may God empower his
victory ! — And they came with both of them, and they caused both of
them to lodge at the Sultan’s Palace which (is) in the vicinity of the
House ad-Dib4s ¥ known as the dwelling of As-Sahib [I]bn Sukr. And
the elder of the two of them, on whose body, it was said, (was) a robe of
wool, in the Large Palace, and the younger, in the Palace which is at
the Gate (al-Bab) of the Darh ag-Satkh, known as the dwelling of Tzz
ad-Din Ibn ag-Sahib the aforementioned. And he (the Sultan) bestowed
on them in the way of grants, and gifts of hospitality and liberalities and
benefits, the like of which had not been heard of. And the two messengers
remained for some days without meeting with our Sire the Sultan — may
God perpetuate his kingdom! —  Then he (the Sultan) summoned
both of them, and he sent to both of them horses of Nubia (an-Ntibah),
but to their companions (he did not send, because) they were not riding,
for they had arrived by river . And the day of their going up to the
protected Citadel ©® was as the day of their arrival. And they remained
in the country on account of the winter, with hospitality and honour
and invitations and joy and hunting and the shooting of the arbalest.
Then (it was), that the news arrived, that the troops which had been

M Cf. page 200, note 2.

@ Cf. page 158, note 7.

® J.e. Cairo (al-Ké&hirah) and Cairo (Misr).

® Merchants of coloured silk stuffs, cf. R. Dozy, op. eit., vol. I, p. 241.
®) Lit. ¢ sea’.

© Cf. page 183, note 9.
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been judge at Singér (1), and he was of the companions of the Sultan — may
his victory be empowered ! — and he had sent to him a letter to bring
him, because he had served the Sultan —may God perpetuate his

kingdom! — in the days, (when) he was at Sing4r ®), and he had expended
effort in his service. And prices rose until wheat reached to fifty dirhams
the ardab, and barley, (to) thirty-five dirhams the ardab), inferior linseed,
(to) eighty dirhams the ardab, and turnips like it, and linseed oil, (to)
eighty-eight dirhams the jar, and all in this proportion ; in general, there
was nothing in the lands really cheap, and also any kinds of buildings,
they were impossible for them (the people). Though the people, even with
the dearness, did not cease from (erecting) buildings, together with the
buildings of the Sultan, the like of which had never been. And the sun
was eclipsed at the ninth hour of the daytime of Sunday, the ninth of
Babah @ of this year, and the eclipse hid it to such an extent that the
stars appeared at that time, and the people lighted lamps in the shops
and the baths. Then, after that, the eclipse cleared away gradually, until
the sun returned to its condition, and the light appeared as it had been.
And it was said, that (as regards) this eclipse, no one could recall the like
of it ; and some of the aged people said that the like of it had occurred
i the days of Al-Malik an-Nigir Salah ad-Din, (in the) year (when)
Jerusalem (al-Kuds) was taken from the Franks (al-Afrang) ©); and for
this event fifty-five years had passed ¥, and the people were greatly
awed © by this event of to-day, and they said : ¢ What will result © from
this event?» * And the messenger of the Emperor(7) arrived at Alexandria,
and with him a great (sum of) money and considerable merchandise and
precious gifts. And it was said, that the ship in which he arrived held
a hundred sailors, and that its name (was) ¢ Half the world ’, and his

W CGf. E. Améunesu, op. cit., pp. 875-376.

@ = October 6th, Julian Style.

® Ie. October 2nd, 1187 A.D.

® Le. from 1187-1242 A.D.

© Lit. ¢ were awed a great awe ’.

@ Lie. ¢« will be ’.

@ Ie. Frederick II, Holy Roman Emperor, 1194-1250 A.D.
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others besides them from the notables of the Franks (al-Afran3). They
made a truce with our Sire, the Sultan, * and those who were with the
Possessor of Damascus (Dimagk) (), when they saw their defeat and the
victory of the Possessor of Egypt (Misr) over them, (and) they returned
to submission and peacefulness, and a truce was sought with regard
to what (was) in their hands. Then (it was), that our Sire, the Sultan —
— may God empower his victory ! — discovered treason on the part of
some of the amirs — may God thrust their plot in their throats! —and
he scized one of them called Ibn Faldh, and he was of the nobles. And
our Sire, the Sultan, had shewn extreme goodness @, but he had repaid
him with what was evil. Then he seized two senior amirs of the Kurds
(al-Akrdd), and they (were) Bah4 ad-Din [I]bn Malkist and Nasir ad-Din
[I]bn Burids, and he caused the three to be sent to the Fortress of Sadr
under guard, after he had taken possession of all their wealth. And the
blessed Nile (an-Nil) reached in this year to eighteen fingers above eighteen
cubits, and it came (up) very well ®, and 1t was stabilized on the lands
with good stability, only that prices were increasing for every thing in
the way of eatables and other (things) than them, even clothing and
buildings. And people were multiplying in the Egyptian (al-Migrt) lands
from Syria (aé-gém) and the East and the Irak (‘Irdk) on account of
the dearth which (was) there. Then (it was), that our Sire, the Sultan
— may his victory be empowered ! — seized a senior amir of the Turks
(al-Atrak) of the mamluks (Mamélik) of his father, known as Singar
al-Yamani, and it was said, that he exiled him from the lands, and a
group of the bodyguard ¥ known and unknown, and he dismissed Al-
Kédi Saril ad-Din, the judge of the judges, from the jurisdiction of Cairo
(Micr), and he restricted him to the jurisdiction of Cairo (al-Kéhirah) and
Lower Egypt (al-Wagh al-Bahari), and he employed for the jurisdiction
of Cairo (Misr) together with Upper Egypt (as-Sa‘id) a man (who) had

0 Cf. page 154, note 6.

@ Lit. « a limit of goodness ’.

@ Li¢. *a good coming’.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. II, p. 251.
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(an-Nil) decreased, and what would be needed for it in the way of boats
would (then) be less. And the Nile (an-Nil) was increasing, and price(s)
were increasing, and (there was) dearness for all (what was) on earth (@,
And Egypt (Misr), as regards scarcity, suffered less than (countries) other
than it, and it was better, because it was mentioned that wheat at Damascus
(Dimask) ©) cost three hundred silver 3 dirhams a bag @), and it (the
bags) (was) of two Egyptian (al-Misrt) ardabs, and the cost of the grinding
(was) sixty silver ® dirhams, because its ® rivers had dried up. And the
majority of the people from among the wage-earners and the wretched
and others than them of the East and Syria (a3-S4m) and the rest of the
confines had left for Egypt (Migr) ; and there was in it, in the way of
people ©), what was not to be counted and not to be described, and this
was the chief reason for the dearness. Then there entered the year nine
hundred and fifty-eight 7, and (at that time) the Sultan —may God perpe-
tuate his kingdom and empower his victory | — (was) Al-Malik as-Sélih,
and the wazir, Mu‘ain ad-Din [I]bn as-Satkh, and the judge, Saraf ad-Din
[Ibn “Ain ad-Datlah al-Iskandart, and the patriarch, Abba (Anb4) Cyril
(Kirullus) known as Ibn Laklak. And the water (of the Nile) increased,
and the prmef1 were soaring, and the news arrived (that) the troops of
Syria (a3-Sim) had been overcome, and (that) they had returned ®) to
Damascus (Dimask) @ defeated, (and) the troops of Al-Malik an-Nagir
[I]bn al-Mu‘azzam had overcome them. And messengers of the Franks
(al-Afrang) came to seek a truce from our Sire, the Sultan — may God
empower his victory ! — and they were the messengers of the Templars ),
apart from the Westerns, the possessors of Ascalon (‘Askalin) 9, and

() Le. the part of the world known to the writer.
® Cf. page 154, note 6.

® Gf. R. Dozx, op. cit., vol. IL, p. 710.

@ Cf. R. Dozx, op. eit., vol. II, p. 250.

®) [.e. Syria’s.

) L. ¢ creatures ’.

M = 1242 A.D.

® Lat. ¢ their return (was)’.

@ Le. the Knights Templar, a military order.

09 Cf. page 195, note 9.
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the nineteenth of (the month of) Misrd @ which corresponds to the third
of (the month of) Safar (in the) year six hundred and thirty nine of the
Lunar (Year)®. And there was an order to construct a bridge from
Cairo (Misr) to the Island @, and it was constructed, and there were in it
twenty-one boats ; and its width was large enough for two loaded camels,
one of them coming and the other going, and they would not press
together, and the people found in this great facility. And when the
days of the new year (an-Nairtiz) @ drew nigh, our Sire the Sultan, came
to the Island ®), and he stayed at it, he and his attendants. And there was
above the building of the Nilometer a chamber which was borne beyond
it on columns, and it was he who made it, and it was not before, because
there was not there (anything) except a upper court, and the chamber
was within it. And this Sultan made this chamber, and it turned out a
fine innovation, and of all what he —may God perpetuate his days!—
was wont to do or to suggest nothing could turn out in the world more
successful than it, or finer or more balanced. And one of the ministers,
known as Rasid as-Saghir, lodged in the hall which belonged to the
patriarch, which was at the church of the Island ®) mentioned before ;
and the patriarch had departed from it, and had gone to the Monastery
of the Beacon @, and it was a chance coincidence. Then he (the Sultan)
ordered to construct a bridge on the water from the Island ©) to Al-Gizah ©
and he provided for it. And he who was in charge of all the constructions )
(was) the amfr Gamél ad-Din [I]bn Yaghmir. And the mentioned minister
departed from the hall, and he did not pass in it except one night. Then
the mentioned bridge was cancelled through lack of boats which were
suitable for it ; and it was said, that it was delayed until the blessed Nile

() — August 12th, Julian Style.

@ = 19241 A.D.

® Cf. page 158, note 2.

® This is the name given to the first day of the Coptic year. It is August 29th,
Julian Style and September 11th, Gregorian Style. It is one day later in Leap Years.

® For this monastery, cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt,
pp- 192-196.

® Cf. E. Awfumeau, op. cit., pp. 190-191.

™ Cf. R. Dozy, op. ct., vol. II, p. 171.
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Sultan —may God empower his victory! — began again to equip the
troops, and he took out his tent and his audience-tent @, and he set them
up at Al-Khandak ', and he provided for the journey, and the troops
went out singly, and some of them arrived at Al-‘Abbasah ®. Then
(it was), that the news came that the Syrian (aé—gami) troops had delayed
(from departing) from Gaza (Ghazzah) ®@. Then the news arrived that
they had returned and had stopped their march ®, and that our Sire,
the Sultan, had become reconciled with Al-Malik an-Ndsir. And in these
days the Nile (an-Nil) increased greatly, and it went up to the building
which was constructed at the Island ©), and the work at it ceased, except
for the house and the new apartments of the Sultan, and the building
of them continued. And, in these days, a man from the soldiers, and he
was an inspector of works of the Island ©), lodged in the hall which the
patriarch had built at the church of the Island ©, and he remained at it
for some days. And the patriarch was pained on account of it, and he
spoke with the people, (saying), that this was what he feared and had
taken precautions against, because, if this (hall) had been, as it should
have been, in the interior of the church ), it would have bheen a place to
which no attention would have been paid to it, and no one (would) have
been opposed to it. And (now) it was a matter (which) would lead to
* the destruction of the church, and pave the way to other ® hands to it.
Then (it was), that the mentioned man departed from it (the hall), and
he was known as Saif ad-Din Btirnd as-Sahmi. Then (it was) that the
blessed Nile (an-Nil) reached to sixteen cubits in the daytime of Monday,

¢ Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. 467.
% Cf. page 206, note 5.

® Cf. page 227, note 8.

@ (f. page 170, note 8.

®) Lit. ¢ the movement .

© I.e. Rodah.

) 1f this hall had been within the enclosure of the church, it would not have
been considered a new building, and, consequently, have been allowed. A case
of this is recorded by B.T.A. Everts, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt,
p- 106.

® Lit. + foreign ’.

*Fol. 340 v°
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(thither). And it is said that, when they left him, he was released, and
he went to Syria (aé—éém), and he met Al-Malik ag-Slih, his paternal
uncle, the Possessor of Damascus (Dimask)®, and they came to an
agreement. And messengers travelled between our Sire, the Sultan
Al-Malik as-SAlih, Possessor of Egypt (Misr) and @ Al-Malik an-Nasir @,
and they were reconciled, and each of them sware to his companion.
And Al-Malik an-Nsir sent the captives who were with him, Kamil
ad-Din [I]bn as-Satkh and the amirs who were with him, after he had
bestowed on them robes of honour and had treated them well. And
before this, they had been in disgrace and intimidation and abasement ;
and there was not put to death of them except the courageous al-Akta’ ().
It was said that he killed him because he had acted hypocritically towards
him and had played him false twice. And it was said that he placed him
in a dungeon in Al-Karak ©, and God knows (best). Then (it was) that
Al-Malik as-Salih, the Possessor of Damascus (Dimask) ® went out with
him who was his host, and he came to an agreement with the kings of
the parties, such as the Possessor of Emesa (Hims) © and the Possessor
of Sarkhad ™ and Al-Malik al-Gawad who had sought refuge with him,
and he came to Sichem (Nablus)®. And he provisioned himself there,
and he fell upon a band of the troops of An-Nsir, and he overcame them,
and he took captives from them, and he pillaged. And they arrived at
Gaza (Ghazzah) ), and the Egyptian (al-Migrt) troops decamped from it,
but they delayed. And the Franks (al-Afran3) departed with them,
because they had given to them all the Littoral 19, and had promised to
them something else, if their purpose succeeded. And our Sire, the

™ Cf. page 154, note 6.

® Lit. < and between ’.

® Le. Al-Malik an-Nasir Ibn al-Mu‘azzam.

® (f. page 228.

® Cf. page 194, note 5.

@ Cf. page 219, note 10.

™ Or ¢ Salkhad °, of. P.K. Hrrrr, History of Syria, p. 599.
® Cf. page 194, note 10.

© Cf. page 170, note 8.

@0 Cf. page 222, note 3.
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Bedouins (al--Urb&n) who had been with them and others than they,
came out upon them, and they pillaged them, and nothing was left to
them ; and he who saved himself from them returned headlong (¥ on
foot. And the troops of Syria (aé—Sﬁm) reached to the place of the treasury,
and Kamél ad-Din [I]bn as-Saikh was at it, and the treasury was taken in
its entirety, and Kamil ad-Din was taken prisoner, and he was led to
Al-Melik an-Nésir, and it was a defeat, the marvel of which had not been
seen, that three hundred defeated three thousand or more. And the
troops of Egypt (Misr) reached to Bilbals @, and there was sent out to
them rations and provisions. And it was ordered that they should
cross over to Cairo (al-Kahirah), and the Sultan did not blame them for
anything of what had happened, and they retained their bread-supply,
and likewise for those who were captives, their bread-supply was retamed
for them, and there was not cut off, except the bread of Fakhr ad-Din
[T]bn Galdak, and of none other. And it was said that it was on account
of injustice towards the soldiers together with his flight without fighting.
And, after that, there occurred between Al-Malik an-Nésir and Al-Malik
al-Gawad a difference, and he suspected him * of a plot against him,
and he was afraid of him for himself. And he commanded him (al-
GawAd) to be arrested, and he was arrested. And he (Al-Malik an-Nésir)
wished to turn to Al-Karak ®) to imprison him (aI—Gawéd) in it, and he
was counselled that this one was a courageous king and of the family
of their house, and that it was necessary that he should exile him from
the lands and drive him into the desert which goes towards the East
and Bagdad (Baghdad)®, and that he should go with his goods and
his luck. If he were saved, it was to be, if he perished, Al-Malik an-Nisir
would not be blamed for it in anyway, and he commanded this. And
when he (al-GawAd) went towards the desert, he directed his return
towards Syria (af;.—Sé‘lm), and it is said that he (al—éawéd) supplicated
the Bedouins (al-Urb4n) who were with him, until they conducted him

M L. ¢ with his neck .
@ Cf. page 182, note 4.
®) Cf. page 194, note 5.
@ Al-<Irék.

*Fol, 340 r°




— 298 —

of the Possessor of the Fortress of Gabar (). And he (the Sultan) caused
to be sent out to them cattle, money, robes of honour, horses and pro-
visions, and he ordered them to stay in their place. And it coincided with
the going out of the troops, and they (the troops) suspected that (it was)
with the object to seize them. And they decamped, and they progressed
with difficulty on the way until they met with Al-Malik an-Ndsir ; and they
agreed with him that they were of one accord @) with those who were
friendly to them and against those who were hostile to them. Then (it was)
that the Egyptian (al-Misri) troops were emboldened against those who
(were) in front of them, and they rode, after they had put on their
cuirass ¥, and they sought the troops of Al-Malik an-Ndsir, and their
leader was Al-GawAd, and they were, according to what was mentioned,
three hundred horsemen, not less. And they had taken the route ) of
the troops of Egypt (Migr) which was difficult. And they (the Egyptian
troops) preceded them to Rés al-"Akabah ) which is in the districts of
Jerusalem (al-Kuds), which was on the way to Bait Ttbah. And the
skirmishers (¢ came up to the troops of Egypt (Misr), and their leader (was)
‘Alam ad-Din Sinjér al-Fakhri and with him (was)the courageous al-Akta“
and the amir Ahrl and Al-Mas4 Bak, and these (were) amirs. And as
regards those of their soldiers, they were many, and they(the Syrian troops)
captured all of them, after the slaying of those who were slain. And
when this was seen by those who were behind them, of those who were
seeking (them), they did not resist them, but they turned back i rout,
and they did not go up to Al-“Akabah ©!, but they continued in (their)
rout up to Gaza (Ghazzah) 7), and they did not remain in Gaza (Ghazzah) @,
but they went out from it, making for Egypt (Misr). And when the troops
of Al-Malik an-N4sir learned of this, they pursued them. And the

M Cf. page 219, note 11.

® L. ¢ one hand ’.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. II, p. 512.
DGR = Dozy, fopcrlvol S0 pit 122,

® Ie. Al-“Akaba, a port on the Red Sea.
® Cf. R. Doz, op. cit., vol. I, p. 782.
™ Cf. page 170, note 8.
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to another place. And troops were despatched to Gaza (Ghazzah) (V) and
Alexandria and Damietta (Dumyét) @, and they departed one by one,
and the detachment for the Yemen (al-Yaman) was disbanded completely.
And there did not journey, except three or four hundred horsemen of
the Turks (al-Atrék) whom they sent to Mecca (Makkah) @), with the
intention to isolate them. And it was said that, when they departed
to the desert, they seized the Arabs (al-Arab) who were with them,
(and) they bound them, and they said to them : «If ye do not show to us
the way to Syria (a%—Sém) and depart with us to them (), then we shall
kill you», and (it was) that they did this. Then (it was) that the Sultan
—may God empower his victory! — prepared the troops for Syria
(aé—Sém), and it was their intention, * (as regards) Sichem (Néblus) ©,
to take it from Al-Malik an-Nasir [I]bn al-Mu‘azzam. And they departed
to Gaza (Ghazzah) ), and they were about three thousand horsemen,
and their leaders (were) Kamél ad-Din [I]bn Satkh and ‘Al4 ’d-Din
Karésankar as-Séki, and with them was a large group of the Arabs (al-
‘Arab). And Al-Malik al-GawAd Mugzzafar ad-Din [I]bn Mamdtd who
had been at first Possessor of Damascus (Dimask) (), and had delivered
it up to the Sire, the Sultan Al-Malik ag-Sélih Atytib, (who) gave to him
in exchange Singér 7) and he sold it to the Calif (al-Khalifat), had reached
to Al-“AbbAsah ®), in the service of our Sire, the Sultan Al-Malik as-Sélih,
and he purposed crossing over to Cairo (al-Kéhirah), and to meet with
our Sire, the Sultan, and to take with him troops and to go Damascus
(Dimagk) @ to conquer it. And he was not able to cross over to Cairo
(al-Kdhirah), and he did not meet the sultanate dignity. And there was
with him his young son, the Possessor of Emesa (Hims) ¢, and the son

M Cf. page 170, note 8.
@ Cf. page 226, note 6.
) Sactidi <Arabi.

® [.e. the Turks.

® Cf. page 194, note 10.

® (f. page 154, note 6.

™ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saledin, p. 165.

® Cf. Omar Toussoun, La Géographie de I'Egypte & I'Epoque Arabe, t. 1, p. 58.
© Cf. page 219, note 10.
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Kurds (al-Akrdd) were warned of this, and they sent to the Sultan to
inform him, and he commanded them to cross over to Cairo (al-KAhirah),
and they came at night. And when it was morning, the gates of Cairo
(al-Ké&hirah) were closed, and the reason was not known, but the reason
was to seize (The Most Nobles», and they were seized everywhere (V.
And some of them were dressed with the dress of women, and when he
went out, he was recognized and seized. And among them (were) those
who placed themselves in sacks of oignons and carrots and what was
like to them, (and) they were not afraid, because there was at every
gate an amir with his companions and his large sacks®. And Cairo
remained thus for some time ), and the first day and the second was
the most severe of them ; and this was in the seventh week of the Holy
Lent @, and it was at the very end (of the month) of Baramhét ). Then
the case of seizing everyone who was suspected continued. And the
prisoners of the amirs, great and small, and the soldiers multiplied, and,
for the most part, (they were) Turkish (al-Atrék) mamluks (al-Mamélik).
And the Sultan seized Badr ad-Din Yinis whom he had made governor
of Cairo (al-Kéhirah), and the other two great ministers, and they were
Masrtir and Gatthar the Nubian (an-Nubi). And they were unarmed at
the Port of Damietta (Dumydt)©® the Protected, and he brought them
both to the Citadel?), and he imprisoned them in it, and he placed a
guard over the possessions of both of them. And in these days the
Franks (al-Afrang) departed from the Church of Saint Mercurius ([A bk
Markdrah) ®, when the majority of them went to their lands, and they
were those who had been taken in this recent time with the Count (al-
Kunt) ; a few people of them remained, (and) they were transferred

M Lit. ¢ from every place’.

@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. 209.

% Lit. ¢ a week of days’.

) Lit. ¢ the Holy Fast ’.

» = 27th March-25th April, Julian Style.
@ Cf. E. AmériNeav, op. cit., pp. 116-117.
D Cf. page 183, note 9.

Cf. page 222, note 11.
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inundation) of the Nile (an-Nil), and he (the Sultan) passed over it. And
the prices were in all these days high, (and) they did not diminish at all.
Wheat did not go down more than a dinir the ardab, and barley (was)
for thirty dinirs the ardab, and nothing was more expensive than linseed-
oil, and it was for two dirhams the ratl and two dirhams and a quarter
the ratl. And as for wax, (it was) that it reached eleven dirbams the ratl,
and fuel (was) for ten dirhams the load (%), and the people were in affliction
on account of this and on account of * the building of the fortress of the
Island ®, when all kinds of building became expensive. And the
Sultan —may God perpetuate his kingdom ! — had learned of a con-
spiracy by Atabak al-Asmar and Ké&fdr al-Félzi the minister, and Atabak
was at Alexandria and Kéfar (was) in Bilbais ® unarmed ; and he sent
to each of them an amir, and he seized both of them, and he placed a
guard over the possessions of both of them. And he imprisoned Atabak
al-Asmar at the Port™, and (as for) Kaftir, he went up with him to the
Citadel®), (and) he imprisoned him in it. Then he (the Sultan) pursued
everyone whom he suspected of the bodyguards © and the soldiers, and
he seized them and he imprisoned them. Among them were those at
Alexandria, and among them were those at Cairo (al-Kéhirah), and
among them were those at the Citadel ¥, and the majority of these
were of those who had conspired 7 against Al-Malik al<Adil and had
removed him. Then (it was) that a body of the Turks (al-Atrdk) who
were called ¢The Most Noble», bound themselves on oath that they
would pillage the Kurds (al-Akrid) who had been levied for the
Yemen (al-Yaman), and would take their possessions and would kill
them and would decamp, because they (the Kurds) were staying
altogether at the Pool (Birkat) known as the Birkat al-Hubb ®). And the

M Je. a camel-load.

® J.e. Rodah.

® Cf. page 182, note 4.

& J.e. Alexandria.

© Cf. page 183, note 9.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. II, p. 251.

0 Lat. « worked ’.

® the MS. reads thus. Cf. page 97, note 8.

* Fol. 339 r°
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And (as for) these crimes, these (are) their results, because they alienate
from Christ entirely, and assistance is removed from those who commit
them, and they fall into these difficult traps ; and we ask God the Exalted
that He may guard us against such things, and not to withdraw from us
His assistance, for we have nothing beyond it. And, in these days, there
came a woman from the East, and with her her husband, and she had
a round beard and a moustache, like the beards of men, and she mentioned
that she had children, and that they were in her country. And all the
people used to visit her and see her, and she did not refuse (to be seen)
by any, either men or women, except (it was), that no one was able to
enter to her until he had given to her husband something, and he
obtained in this way a great sum. And the Bedouins (al-“Urbén) who had
come from the Upper Said (as-Sa‘id al-A'ld) @ with the troops which
had gone to them, fixed eighty thousand dinars as a ransom ® which
they would bear to the Prosperous Treasury for the crime of their trans-
gression ; and they departed to their lands, that they might collect the
money and bear it. And the Sultan — may God empower his victory ! —
had exacted a considerable sum of money, and he had delivered it to
jurisconsult Bah4 ad-Din [I]bn al-Gumatzt for the purpose of repairing
the prayer-houses (al-Masigid) at Cairo (al-Kdhirah) and Cairo (Misr)
the Protected and what (was) between them. And he (the jurisconsult)
occupied himself with them, and they were well repaired @), and they
were whitewashed, and there was engraved over their doors the name
of the Sire, the Sultan, Al-Malik ag-Salih Adytib, and the date of their
renewal and their (re-)building, and it was the year six hundred and
thirty-eight @), And the Sultan had ordered to build a bridge over the
Canal ® in place of the dam, so that he might pass over it in the days
(of the inundation) of the Nile (an-Nil) to his garden known as the Bustén
al-Khagséb. And it was made and finished before the days (of the

®) Le. from the southern part of Upper Egypt.

@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. ait., vol. II, p. 373.

®) Lit. ¢ were repaired with the best repairing ’.

® = 1240 A.D.

® I.e. the Canal of Cairo, ef. S. Lane-Poowr, The Story of Cairo, pp. 145-146.
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Nagérd), on account of this, fell into affliction and cares, and they were,
because there had happened (to) the Church Al-Mu‘allakah ) what had
happened ; and this Church @ (was) in this state, although ruin had
fallen upon it. And (as for) the Church of the Island @), we did not learn
what became * of it with this new wall in it. And all these churches (be-
longed) to the patriarch which he had chosen, and (they were) the places
of his dwelling and rest. And, in these days, the bishop of Sandafi®
embraced Al-Islam, and he was called Ibn as-Sandbi, and he was taken
round Al-Mahallah, riding on a horse. And the governor (al-Wali)
vested him with a fur-mantle (Fartit) and a triangular cap (éurbﬁé) ),
and (it was) something new, the like of which had not been witnessed ;
and the reason of it was that he had departed from what was obligatory,
and he had fallen into the sin of fornication. And the patriarch wished
to interdict him, (but) the elder (aé—Saikh) As-Sani‘ah, the chief of the
State accountants, did not allow him (to do this), for fear of what had
happened. And the cause for this was (that) a man, a deacon of the
church of Sandafd ?, had been interdicted by the bishop, and he had
been prevented from acting (as deacon). And he did not cease to watch
him (the bishop), until the sinful woman, and she was a Muslim (Muslimah)
entered to him. And he went to the governor (WAll) of Al-Mahallah,
(and) he informed him of this, because Sandafi ® was in the neighbour-
hood © of Al-Mahallah, nothing separated them except the river (7.
And it was then (that) the governor (al-Wali) sent two witnesses with
male slaves, and they brought the bishop with the woman, and he was
beaten very severely ), until it resulted that he departed from his @ belief,

) Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, op. cit., pp. 23-31.

@ Ie. the church Al-Mu‘allakah.

@ TLe. of Rodah.

@ Cf. Dictionnaire Géographique de UEgypte, p. 485.

@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. T42. The distinctive headdress of amirs.
) Lit. ¢ a quarter of the quarters ’.

™ Lit. ¢ sea’,

® Lit. ¢ a severe beating ’.

(B Tat. = the ’.
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and Toron (Tibnin) @, and Chateau-Neuf (Htinin) @, and As-Sakikan.
And, in general, all the lands of the Littoral ®), (and) of these () nothing
was taken away from them (the Franks), except Sichem (Niblus)® and
Hebron (Al-Khalil)®, and the city of Gaza (Ghazzah)®), and nothing else.
And it was said, that the treaty was only between the Arabs (al-‘Arab)
and the AsnArfah, nothing else, and that the Templars ® did not sware.
And in those days, the Sultan —may God perpetuate his kingdom! —
ordered that all the houses and what was with them and all what (was)
on the Island of Cairo (Misr) @ should be demolished, and that a fortress
should be built; and he ordered to be bought from their owners the
houses which were in it, and to be demolished, and to be built in their
place towers and a wall. And he began on this, and he caused the
foundation to be dug, and the work was arranged with regard to it,
and the price of materials and the wages of the workers doubled for this
reason. And it was recorded that, what was decided on to do with regard
to these buildings, (was) seventeen towers, and every tower needed
twenty-one piles 10 besides shalts to be nailed and to be rammed down
(and) afterwards built upon. And the Frankish (al-Afranjt) captives
were sent to Egypt (Misr) to work on the mentioned fortress, and they
caused them to lodge in the Church of Saint Mercurius (Abt Markdrah) ()
which is on the bank (12, because it was near. And the Christians (an-

M Cf. R. Grousser, op. cit., Carte 9.

@ Cf. R. Grousser, op. cit., Carte 6.

® [.e. the Plain of Palestine, cf. R. Grousser, op. cit., Carte 9.

® Cf. R. Grousser, op. ait., p. 261.

® Cf. page 194, note 10.

® Cf. B. MemstermanN, op. ct., pp. 356-362.

™ Cf. page 170, note 8.

® [e. the Knights Templar, a military order.

® J.e. Rodah.

a9 This is possibly what is meant here by the word : »= . According to A. e

Bmersteiy Kazivinskr, Dictionnaire Avabe-Frangais, p. 813, the name 3 »+ was also
applied to a ¢ battering ram ’.

¢y Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp- 40-48.

(2 Since this period the Nile has retreated some 600 metres, ¢f. 0.H.E. KHS-
Burmester, op. cil., pp. 40-41.
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and his rides and his hunting and what was related to it. Then (it was)
that the messengers of the Franks (al-Afrang) came frequently to our
Sire, the Sultan, to seek for a treaty for keeping the lands which Al-Malik
an-Nésir [I]bn al-Mu‘azzam had given into their hands, and that they
should deliver up their captives whom they had taken in the recent
conflict, on condition that they ©® should return to them also the Muslim
(al-Muslimin) captives who (were) with them. And the wazir KAmal
ad-Din [I]bn a3-Saikh, the elder of the elders, went frequently to them
(the Franks) for this purpose, and the affair was decided between them
concerning this. And they sware to the Sultan and the Sultan sware
to them, and he released the Count (Kunt) who had been taken captive
and the knights (horsemen) who were with him ©®), and he gave to them
all robes of honour, and they passed through Cairo (al-Kéhirah) riding,
and they returned to their lands in (the month of) Baramhét ' of this
year. And the news arrived that the judge of Sichem (Nablus) ®) had
received the Muslim (al-Muslimin) captives and that robes of honour
were also bestowed on them, and they were treated well. And the lands
which the Franks (al-Farang) had retaken were the Noble Jerusalem
(al-Kuds), and Bethlehem (Bait Lahm), and Ascalon (‘Askaldn)® and
its districts, and Eleutheropolis (Bait Gibrﬂ) ), and its districts, and the
district of Gaza (Ghazzah) ) except for the city, and Tiberias (Tabarfah)
and its districts, and Magdala (Magdaliond) 19, and its districts, and
Mount ‘Amalah, and Safad 1), and Beauvoir (Katikab) 12, and Tor (a(-Tur)

bl

M Ie. the Muslims.

® [.e. the Christians.

® The reference is, it seems, to the captives taken in the campaign of Thibaut IV,
cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, pp. 345-347.

® = 27th March-25th April, Julian Style.

® Cf. page 194, note 10.

@ Cf. B. Merstermany, op. cit., pp. 53-55.

@ Cf. P.K. Hirm, History of Syria, p. 253.

® Cf. page 170, note 8.

© Cf. B. MeisterMANN, op. cit., pp. 535-540.

@0 Gf. B. MersterMann, op. cit., pp. 542-544.

@b Gf. B. MersterMany, op. cit., pp. 559-561.

@2 Cf, R. Grovsser, L’Empire du Levant, Cartes 5 and 6.

10
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provisions 1 and money and clothing and live-stock and horses and
mules, and all what they were in need of. And he (Al-Malik ag-Sélih)
ordered them to go to Montreal (Saﬁbak) @, and they went towards
Syria (aé—Seﬁm) in the direction of Gaza (Ghazzah) ® and its surroundings.
And prices were high, and wheat reached to forty dirhams the ardab,
and barley exceeded thirty dirhams the ardab, and meat and poultry and
oil and sesame oil and all kinds of eatables (were) expensive, as was
mentioned before, and nothing in the lands was cheap at all of any kind.
And as for bwldings, they multiplied to a limit which allowed of no
increase, until the wages of the builder were for four silver dirhams every
day, and plaster (was) at a dicham and a half the waibah, and lime at
six dirhams the kan{ér-ardab, and no one was able (to obtain) it. And the
multitude of buildings was on account of the many comers from Syria
(aé—éém) and the East; because there came from them in these days )
people ®) not to be counted, and they built for them many dwellings
outside the city, * and i all places and ways, so that the city became
as regards capacity like ten cities, and this © was the reason for the
dearness of things and the wages of the workers. And the dearness,
outside Cairo (Misr), was more than double the double that of Cairo
(Misr). And the Sultan —may God perpetuate his kingdom! — had
set up a place, and he called it the House of Justice, and he appointed
in it three persons of the army, known as Al-Iftakhartd Kit al-Gamali
al-Yamani, and the noble judge of the troops, and he was of the chief of
the people, and another man known as the jurisconsult ‘Abbds, and he
was the preacher at the Citadel ?. And the people used to submit to
them their wrongs, and they signed for them for the governors (al-Wulat),
and the place of the signing was for the names of the three of them, and
by this the Sultan was relieved. And he gave himself up to his pleasures

M Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. II, p. 427.
@ Cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, Carte 8.
@ Cf. page 170, note 8.
® e at the time in question.
® Lit. ¢ nations '
O Ler. N1t
" Cf. page 183, note 9.
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dromedaries and banners and water-skins. And he (the Sultan) provided
for them on the sea warships about forty units () made in the shipyards @
at Cairo (Misr), and they were mounted and carried on the backs (of
camels) up to Al-Kalzam @) to be assembled there, and they journeyed
from there. And their crews ! were taken from Cairo (al-K&hirah) and
Cairo (Misr) the Protected and their regions. And the prisons and the
hostels at Cairo (Migr) were full of men of the fleet, and a great sum of
money was spent on them, and he (the Sultan) gave magnificent robes
of honour to the leading amirs, and the Sultan comforted their hearts
to an extreme degree, and he bestowed on them every good thing. Then
(it was) that Al-Malik al-GawAd Muzaffar ad-Din [I]bn Matddtd — and
it was he who was the Possessor of Damascus (Dimask) ), and had
delivered it up to the Sultan Al-Malik as-Sélih, and he © had given to
him Sinéﬁr 7, and there is no doubt that, with regard to it, he was
overcome by a ruse which the Possessor of Mosul (Matisul) had planned
against him, and had taken it from him, and there did not remain to
him except ‘Anah, and he had sold it to the Calif (Al-Khalifat) — reached
the dwellings of Egypt (Misr) through the desert, because he was not
able to pass through the lands of Syria (as-S4m) on account of the
Possessor of Damascus (Dimask) !, and the Possessor of Karak (al-Karak) ®),
And he was not able to cross over to Gairo (al-K&hirah), but he remained
at Al“Abbésah ), and there was with him, according to what was reported
the young son of the Possessor of Emesa (Hims) (19, and the son of the
Possessor of the Fortress of Ga‘abar 1. And they were provided with

() Lit. ¢ pieces ’.

@ Lit. ¢ workshops ’.

® Cf. E. Amiriveav, op. cif., pp. 227-229.

@ Lg¢. ¢« men .

© Cf. page 154, note 6.

© J.e. the Sultan.

™ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, Saladin, p. 165.

© Cf. page 194, note 5.

@ Cf. Omar Toussoun, La Géographie de I’Egypte @ I’Epogue Arabe, t. I, p. 58.
¢ Cf. P.K. Hrrrr, History of Syria, pp. 307-308.
an Cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, Carte 3.
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and he sent an order to the patriarch, and hel) was staying at the
Church of the Hérat Zuwatlah® according to the usual custom. Then the
Council was held before ® Al-Mu‘aln, the wazir, and those who addressed
him were the elder (aé—Saikh) As-Sanf, the monk, (and) Abba (Anbd)
Peter (Butrus) and the bishop of Fia (Fitah) @ who was known before his
monasticism as the continent Joseph (Ydsif), and the bishop of Asylt @,
and the bishop of Samanndd ©, and a body of the bishops. * And there
occurred between them serious troubles and disputes, the last of which
(was) that they said : ¢ We have for the Sultan three thousand dindrs,
and he shall make a patriarch in place of him @y. Then the wazir ®) said
to certain of those who were present : «Is this permitted with you?»
(One) said : ¢No, O our sire, it is not permitted». He (the wazir) said :
«But we shall not do what is not permitted, only (it is), that this one
(the patriarch) has taken a considerable amount of money (which is due)
to the Sultan, and he has not conveyed it to him, and I desire it of him».
And they discussed about what they should do, and they reached to the
amount of one thousand, five hundred and ten dindrs, and the sons of
the brother of the patriarch and the sons of his sister wrote their signetures

for it. And they departed, and the heart of the patriarch was embittered (®)
against the bishops, and the hearts of the bishops against him. And he
(the patriarch) began to occupy himself with raising the sum of money,
and the bishops departed to their sees. Then (it was) that the Sultan
levied troops to go to the Yemen (al-Yaman), and their strength (was) one
thousand horsemen, and among them (was) the majority of the important
(and) notable amirs, and they provided themselves with camels and

M [e. the patriarch,

® Cf. page 209, note 8.

® T4t ¢ between the hands of °.

® Cf. page 209, note 11.

® Cf. E. Awmguivesu, op. aif., pp. 464-466.

© Cf. page 210, note 2.

) [.e. Ibn Laklak.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. 819 which records the meaning ¢ wazir’
for clw .

® Lit. ¢ corrupted ’.
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this. And wheat reached to thirty dirhams the ardab, and barley, to
twenty, and beans (al-Ftl), to seventeen, and clover (Birsim), to sixty
dirhams the ardab. And the rise regained to two fingers, and price(s)
lessened a little, and the people were reassured, and most of the lands
were watered. And the news arrived that the Franks (al-Afranj) had gone
out to Sichem @ (Niblts) and Ghor (al-Ghtrr)®, and they had come to
Gaza (Ghazzah) @), (and) they had besieged it, and they had taken the
Noble Jerusalem (al-Kuds) @, and they had begun on the building of
Ascalon (‘Askaldn) ©), and that this (was) with the approval of Al-Malik
as-Salih Ghazt, the Possessor of Damascus (Dimask) ©), paternal uncle of
the Sultan. And (it was) that he had given to them (the Franks) a pledge
to the effect that he would be in agreement with, and would aid them.
And the Sultan levied about four thousand horsemen to go to Gaza
(Ghazzah) ®, and they departed, and they were seen at Bilbais(?. Then
(it was) that the Christians (an-Nasdrd) returned to what they had been
(before), with regard to the dispute about the patriarch. And some of
them submitted an account to the Sultan, that he (the patriarch) intended
(to do) what was not becoming to him and to depart from the religious

law, and (it was) that he was in debt to the Sultan for a large sum (of
money) which he had taken in his name ; and that if he ® brought the
bishops and held a Gouncil with regard to him ©), he would be assured
about (this) report. And he (the Sultan) ordered that the bishops should
be brought from the Lower (al-Bahart) and the Upper (al-Kiblt) Lands ¢0),

M Cf. B. Mesrervanx, Guide de Terre Sainte, pp. 470-473.

@ Cf. B. Mustermany, op. cit., p. 619,

© Cf. B. Mersteruany, op. cit., pp. 47-52.

@ Jerusalem had been in the possession of the Franks from 1229 A.D. by
reason of the treaty signed by the Emperor Frederick IT Hohenstaufen and Al-Malik
al-Kamil, cf. S. Lane-Poows, 4 History of Egypt, pp. 226-227.

® This relates to the Crusade of Thibaut IV, cf. R. Grovsset, L’ Empire du Levant,
pp- 260-261.

¢ Cf. page 154, note 6.

™ Cf. page 182, note 4,

®) Le. the Sultan.

® Ie. the patriarch.

49 Le. Upper and Lower Egypt.
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ancient vessels from the days of old, of which none of the people of
this @) time had (any) knowledge, and they had great value. And they
passed beyond i the direction of the sanctuary of Severus (Shwirus),
and all that western side was in their possession. And the Church re-
mained closed, and neither was the Divine Liturgy celebrated in it, nor
were the Prayers @ (recited). And as for Al-Malik al<Adil, his brother
Al-Malik ag-Salih went up with him to the Gitadel @, and he placed him
in a place, where no one could reach him, and no one saw him again.
And the Christians (an-Nasérd) remained undecided about going up to
the Citadel ® or standing before the Sultan, and nothing was done for
them. And there entered the year nine hundred and fifty-seven @ on
the day of Wednesday, the ninth of the reckoning of (the month of)
Safar, (in the) year six hundred and thirty-seven of the Arabs %), And the
Sultan (was) Al-Malik as-Salih Afytb, and the wazir (was) Mu‘ain ad-Din
[[]bn as-Satkh, and the kAdi (was) Saral ad-Din [I]bn ‘Ain ad-Datlah
of Alexandria, and the governor (WAll) of Cairo (al-K&hirah) (was)
Badr ad-Din Ytnis who had killed the military amir, and the governor
(Walt) of Cairo (Misr) (was) Tzz ad-Din Muhammad, son of the wife

of A-Sihéb Ahmad, and the patriarch (was) Abba (Anb4) Cyril (Kirullus)
known as Ibn Laklak. And the rise of the water © in it ) reached to
twenty-three fingers above seventeen cubits. And the water had ceased
rising from the Feast of the Cross ®, and the people were troubled at

to the altar. Here it seems that we must understand the meaning ¢ altar ’, and
that the vessels in question were concealed in the cavity which is found in many
ancient Coptic altars, cf. O.H.E.KHS-Burmesrer, The Egyptian or Coplic Church,
p. 22.

M) J.e. at the time when this history was composed.

® [e. the Canonical Hours and the Service of the Evening and Morning Offering
of Incense.

® Cf. page 183, note 9.

® Je. 1241 AD.

® I.e. of the Higrah.

® [.e. the Nile.

™ [.e. this year.

® Le. September 27th, Gregorian Style.
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Al-Mu‘allakah () should return to what it was (before), and they came to
the governor (al-Wélt) to consult him, and he commanded them (to do)
this. And they arose at night, (and) they closed up the doors which
the Muslims (al-Muslimin) had opened, and they acted as though they
were the occupiers of it ?). And they had an enemy called [I]bn Hatlah,
and he was a mu’ezzin (al-Mu’adhdhin) in the locality, and he came to
the places which had been closed up, and he opened them, and he
restored them to what they were (before). And he went up to the
jurisconsult “Abbés, the preacher at the Citadel ®), and he charged him
with the case, and he said to him : «This (is) a prayer-house (Masjid),
and the Christians (an-Nagrd) have taken possession of it, and they have
annexed 1t to their Church». And he @ took with him ‘Alam ad-Din
Sam4’{l, amir of the bodyguard, and he came to the church ; and there
came with them of the mob of the Mushims (al-Muslimin), multitudes
not to be counted, and there came with them the architects, and they
were not able to say the truth which they knew, on account of the
multitude. And they departed on the assumption that they would
inform the Sultan of what they had seen, and this (was) Thursday. And
when it was Friday, at the time of the Prayer ©), and they stood in the
middle of the mosque (ai—f}éma‘), he © gaid : ¢O Muslims (Muslimin),
he who (is) of Islim and (who is) fervent in his belief, let him come * (on) *Fol.337r°
the morning of the morrow to the Church Al-Mu‘allakah» ), And when
1t was morning, they went up to it, and they broke its sanctuary lamps

and the screens of its sanctuaries 7, and they took all the vessels (which)
were in it. And it is said that they found under ome of the altars®

) Cf. page 150, note 2.

@ Ie. the place.

@ Cf. page 183, note 9.

¢ Lit. ¢ that (one)’.

@ Ie. the general reunion for prayer in the mosque on Fridays.

) J.e. the preacher of the Citadel, ‘Abbés.

‘) Le. the wooden screen which separates the sanctuary from the nave. For
examples, cf. the plates in O.H.E.KHS-Bunuzstor, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic
Churches of Cairo.

®) The word ¢ haikal * is strictly applied to the sanctuary, but, sometimes, also
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him, and behind him (were) the Franks (al-Afran), and with them the
Possessor ) of Damascus @, And the intention of Al-Malik an-Néagir,
the son of his uncle, (was) that, if they returned to Al-Karak 8, he would
place a guard over them, as it was at first, and there came to him relief,
or rather a kingdom from where it was not expected. And he rode, and
he came to the troops at Bilbais @, and he reached (them) on Monday,
the nineteenth of (the month of) Dht'l-Ka‘adah (in thé) year six hundred
and thirty-seven ® which corresponds to the seventeenth of (the month of)
Bat’tinah ©. And he gave to the leaders considerable wealth and he
vested them with robes of honour, and he crossed over to Cairo (al-
Kahirah) the Protected in the daytime of Saturday, the twenty-fourth
of the mentioned (month of ) Dhi'l-Ka'adah which corresponds to the
twenty-first of (the month of) Bat’tmah . He passed through the city,
and he went up to the protected Citadel ®. And he removed the amir
GamAl ad-Din [I]bn Ba“dr @ from the office of equerry, and he made
him governor (WAili) of the Port of Alexandria, and he removed Badr
ad-Din Ytmnis from the military amirs, and he made him governor (Wali)
of Cairo (al-Kéhirah) the Protected, and he employed Al-Mu‘ain [I]bn

ag-Saikh (as) his wazir, and he delivered to him (the Ministry) of Finance.
And he levied troops for Upper Egypt (ag-Sa'id) on account of the
Bedouins (al-Urbdn), and he set over them the amir Zain ad-Din [I]bn
Abd Dhikri. And there were among them amirs and notables, and a num-
ber of amirs and a company of the bodyguard which exceeded a thousand
horsemen. Then (it was) that a group of Christians (an-Nagird) hastened
to appose their signature to a document of theirs, that the Church

) e Ag-Salih Tsméil.

@ Cf. page 154, note 6.

@ Cf. page 194, note 5.

® Cf. page 182, note 4.

® Ie. of the Higrah, = 1239 A.D.

® June 23rd, Julian Style.

@ June 27th, Julian Style.

® Cf. page 183, note 9.

© The first letter of this name is without diacritical points.
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on seizing him, and that they should send to his brother Al-Malik as-
Sélih, that he should come and take possession of the kingdom . And
they assembled in the night, the dawn of which started @ the day of
Friday, the ninth of (the month of) Dh#’ -Ka‘adah (in) the year six hund-
red and thirty-six of the Lunar (Year) ®) which corresponds to the seventh
of (the month of) Bati’tmah ® of this year. And those who assembled
were men of the guards, and their leaders (were) three of the ministers
Sams al-Hawds Masrtr and Sibl ad-Datilah Kaftir and Ag-Saft Gahar the
Nubian (an-Ntib) and the notables, and their leader was the mamlik
known as Atabak al-Asmar. And they marched round the tent of the
Sultan, dressed in chain-mail (and with) arms, * from the evening until

the morning. And when it was the morning of the day, they entered
to him, and they took him out, and they placed him in a pavilion ©,
a fine tent, and they entrusted him to men of the guards to protect him
night and day. Then they went round the camp of all the amirs of the
Kurds (al-Akrdd) and those of mixed race, and they pillaged it, and
there were pillaged many dwellings in the city of Bilbals ©. And the
scribes and the judges and the jurisconsults and the masses were pillaged,

and it was a great calamity, except that no blood was shed in it. Then
they turned to the intimate companions of Al-Malik al-Adil, and they
put a guard over them and over their possessions. And they wrote to
the Sultan Al-Malik ag-Salih Afydb @ that he should come, and their
messenger reached him, and he was at Jerusalem (al-Kuds), (and) was
resolved on returning to Al-Karak ®, because he was too weak to remain
at Gaza (Ghazzah) ), since the troops of Egypt (Misr) (were) in front of

@ Cf. S. Lane-Poore, A History of Egypt, p. 230.

@ Lit. ¢ caused to shine’.

RUE=F1939 X T),

® June 13th, Julian Style.

© Cf. R. Dozv, op. cit., vol. I, p. 366 and S. Laxe-Poore, A History of Egypt,
pp- 249-250.

© Cf. page 182, note 4.

M 1239-1249 A.D.

@ Cf. page 194, note 5.

@ Cf. page 170, note 8.

*Fol. 336 v°
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And he sent to him and he requested of him that he should write his
signature on a copy of a document found with the signature of Abba
(Anb4) John (Ytannis) [I]bn Ghlib who had been before this patriarch (1.
He © had written it at the beginning of his patriarchate in his (declaration)
of the Orthodox (5p0i8050s) Faith, and he excommunicated him who
takes anything in the way of gifts for any order of the orders @ of the
priesthood @ or (who) gives it; and the chapters of the sentences
(judgments), and the repudiation of the Council of Chalcedon
(Khalkidtniah) ®), and he wrote all in the handwriting of his scribe,
and he wrote his signature to it, and that it was issued from him ©),
and that he accepted what was in it, and that he agreed to it. And the
mentioned elder (As-Sani) said that he (the patriarch) should not write
anything at all, except with his @ signature, and (that) we should add
to it that the children of second marriages ® should not be ordaimed ©),
and (that) a woman shall not enter the church, except five days alter
her purification from menstruation ; and he wrote all with his signature,
and he wrote the additions which he had added. Then (it was) that an
affair constrained the Sultan to go out, and he went out to Bilbais (10},
and the amir A¢-Sirim went out with him, and he terminated that
Council. And the bishops assembled with the patriarch, and they
expressed (1) their excuses, but he (the patriarch) did not speak to them
a word, only (it was) that their signatures to what they had written were
in the hands of the people, (in) a number of copies. And after the
departure of the Sultan Al-Malik al<Adil to Bilbais 19, the troops agreed

) Patriarch of Alexandria from 1189-1216 A.D.

@ J.e. Abba John.

@ [Lit. <an order of the orders’.

™ & 4268 signifies holy orders in general.

® I.e. the Fourth OEcumenical Council.

@ Le. the patriarch.

" J.e. the patriarch’s.

@ For ordination in the Coptic Church the candidates must be children of a
first marriage only.

© Lat. ¢ advanced .

U Cf. E. AmbuNesv, op. cit., pp. 333-335.

0 Lgt. ¢ recited *.




— 211 —

signature, except the Metropolitan (Muirin) of Damietta (Dumyét) ™,
and the bishop of Asmin ®). And (it was) that they did not agree to
anything of this, and there occurred disputes between the petriarch
and @ this priest. And he (the priest) enumerated to him things among
which (was) that he had excommunicated the bishop of Al-Khandak @
for having taken six dindrs as the price of a tomb at the Monastery
of Al-Khandak ), (and) afterwards he took it from him for himself.
And that he had given judgment against a woman, that she should
restore the bridemoney (al-Mahr) ©) to its owner in double, if she wished
(to become) a nun (7, (and) afterwards he contradicted the judgment
for others than her ; and (that) he had ordained the sons of slaves priests,
and things, the explanation of which and the explanation of their meaning
would be long. And he (the patriarch) would say : «I did not do this,
except for the sake of God and in the interest of the Church of God».
And the affair did not cease to vacillate and hatred was confirmed. And
the scribe of the patriarch wrote his signature giving in detail the names,
(and) that which reached the patriarch in the way of gifts (to obtain)
holy orders ®, and such like things, (and) that it ® (was) seventeen
thousand dindrs, and it was said fifteen thousand dinArs and fractions.
Then (it was) that the elder As-Sanf, the aforementioned, was among
those who supported the priest Abt’l-Bah4, because he considered

(that) this was among the causes of righteousness and divers recompenses.

@ Cf. E. Ambuineav, op. cit., pp. 116-117.

® Cf. page 210, note 12.

@ Lait. < and between ’.

@ Cf. E. Amgrineav, op. cit., pp. 220-221, and O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, 4 Guide
to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo, p. 87. The new Cathedral of Saint Mark,
the Church of Saints Peter and Paul, the Church of Anbi Rdwais, the Coptic
Patriarchate, the Coptic Orthodox Theological College, the Coptic Institute and the
Society for Coptic Archacology are all built on this site which was formerly a
cemetery.

¢ Cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, p. 271.

®) Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, The Egyptian or Coptic Church, p. 131.

@ L. ¢ monasticism ’.

@ Lit, ¢ priesthood ’.

® Ie. the amount of money received.
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because they had produced his signature against the patriarch for acts
which were proved true with regard to him. He had written it in the days
of his quarrel with him, when he (the patriarch) took from him the
hamlet known as the D---- @ ; and he confined the latter with them.
And As-SArim sent his letters to the bishops that they should be present,
and eleven of them, the bishops, came, and among them (were)
nine who had written their signature. And they (were) : Abba
(Anb4) John (Ytannis), bishop of Samanntid 2, and Abba (Anbd) Mark
(Markus), bishop of Talkh4 ), and Abba (Anb4) John (Ydannis), bishop
of Band ), and Abba (Anb4) John (Ytiannis), bishop of Lakén ®, and Abba
(Anb4) Michael (Mikhdyil), bishop of Al-Baramiin , and Abba (Anba)
Gabriel (Ghabriyal), bishop of Sanhtr(?, and Abba (Anb4) Michael
(Mikhayil), bishop of Sansa ), and Abba (Anb4) Ephraem (Afrahim),
bishop of Nastardt ), and Abba (Anba) Mark (Markus), bishop of Singar (10,
* And among them (were) two (who) had observed (this), and they were the
bishop of Fia(Ftiah) ! and the bishop of Asmfin19. And all of them had
written their signatures that the patriarch had taken gifts for the orders
of the priesthood 1%, and had given them. And among them (was) he who
had written that he had come 1% under excommunication, because he had
written his signature to stipulations, but had departed from them. And
there did not remain among them of those who had not written their

™ The word following ‘known as’ is written without the diacritical points.
@ Cf. AmkLNeav, op. cit., pp. 411-412.

®) Cf. Dictionnaire Géographique de I'Egypte, p. 515.

® Cf. E. Amfuneav, op. cit., pp. 84-85.

@ Cf. E. AmfLiveav, op. cif., p. 233.

® Cf. E. Awmkuneav, op. cit., p. 88.

@ Cf. E. Amgrsesu, op. cit., pp. 415-417.

® Cf. B. AmkLiveau, op. ct., pp. 373-374.

@ Cf. B. Amfuneav, op. cit., pp. 275-276.

w0 Cf. B. Amfuneav, op. cit., p. 464.

ey Cf. E. Amfuneau, op. at., pp. 331-333.

(2 Cf. Dictionnaire Géographique del’ Ligypte, p. 41. There is also the spelling Asmén.
() The Arabic word < s2¢S can also mean Holy Orders in general.

" L, ¢ entered ",
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“Abbésid State and its banner(". And it was a remarkable day, except that
it was inferior to the first day, because the Great Sultan did not ride,
neither (did) the messengers of the Diwdn, but the amirs were walking

in his tram. And, after this, the patriarch discarded a man, a priest,
known as Al-Makin, namely Al-Bah4 from the inhabitants of Minfat
‘Umar @, and he was of the companions of the patriarch, and he used
to go for him to collect (the contributions) of Lower Egypt (Al-Wagh
al-Baharf). And the patriarch had ordained him priest for the port of
Alexandria, and he had become angered with the patriarch on account
of what he used to see of his sayings, his judgments and his conduct.
And he went to As-Sirim al-Mas“dd? who had been charged with the
affair at first. And he said to him, that the patriarch says that thou
tookest from him money, and (now) thou abandonest him, and that,
if this news reaches the Sultan, we shall not be safe from him ). And the
CGouncil did not separate, except disgusted at the coming of the bishops
and their testimony. And the bishops had arrived at Kalith ), and the
patriarch sent them back with his letters. And he ® stirred him © up
against the patriarch, and he dismissed him © until he had caused the
patriarch to be brought again, and he appointed a guarantor for him
(the patriarch), and he caused him ) to reside in the Church of the Hérat
Zuwailah ®. And he @ caused to be brought the son of his () brother,
Abti Sa‘id and his @ agent Ab#’l-Farag [I]bn Khalbds, and his (9 scribe,
the priest Simeon (Sama‘an),and he confined them. And he sent and he
caused to be brought Abba (Anb4) Joseph (Ytsab), bishop of Ftia (Ftah)u,

M Cf. S. Lane-Poore, A History of Egypt, p. 103.

® Unidentified.

@ Le. the patriarch.

® Cf. E. Amtuinesv, op. cif., pp. 390-391.

¢ Ie. the priest Al-Makin.

© Je. Ag-Sarim al-Mastidi.

( I.e. the patriarch.

® Cf. O.H.E.KHS-Burmrster, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 68-73.

®) Le. As-Srim al-Masttidi.

19 [.e. the patriarch’s.

@ Cf. E. Amtunesv, op. cif., pp. 331-333.
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the mansion of the amir Ntr ad-Din [I]bn al-amir Fakhr ad-Din ‘Uthmén,
which (was) at the mansion of Ad-Dibdg. And he was the chief of the
amirs who had acted hypoeritically, and had gone to Syria (a3-S4m) to
Al-Malak ag-Salih Isma‘il in the preceding year. And a start was made
on * its demolition in the middle decade of (the month of) Baramtdah ¥
of the mentioned year, and they were on the point of demolishing the
other mansion of [I]bn ag-Satkh which was in the Lane Multikhiah,
and they did not do this, but (it was) that its marble and weapons were
stripped off and borne to the protected Citadel ®. And in these days
there arrived the messengers of the Commander of the Faithful, the
Calif (Khalifat) of he period, who resided at Bagdad (Baghddd) at the
Mosque (al—Gama‘), and the investiture of the ministry for the Sultan
Al-Malak al-“Adil — may God empower his victory! — and with them
(was) the messenger of the Sultan referred to, whom he had sent thither
sometime hefore. And the Sultan wore them @ on Friday, and it was
Good Friday @, the eighteenth of (the month of) Baramtdah @) of this
year ©. And he went up to his protected Citadel @, and it was a remark-
able day, and all the denominations went out in his honour ?, the

Christians (an-Nasérd) and their patriarch, and others beside them.
And on Wednesday, the twenty-third of the mentioned (month of)
Baramiidah ®), there rode out the son of the mentioned Sultan with the
robe of honour of the Calif (Khalifah), the heir-apparent after his father,
and he was a young child of three years of age, to the surroundings of it
(the Citadel), and there was a servant riding behind him. And the robes
of honour were all black, because this was the distinctive mark of the

M Le. April 6th-April 15th, Julian Style.
® Cf. page 183, note 9.

® I.e. the robes of investiture.

® L4. ¢ the great day of the Crucifixion ’.
® April 13th, Julian Style.

© Probably 1240 A.D.

" Lis. < his service .

® April 18th, Julian Style.
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the archons (4pya»), and he (As-Sant) did not assent to it, and he said :
«If he (the patriarch) consecrate () a bishop for Cairo (Migr), the Church
of Abba (Abti) Sergius (Sargah) @ shall not be his, and I desire that
he (the patriarch) write a copy of this documents. And he brought
out a copy of a document with the signature of Abba (Anb4) John
(Yahannd) Ibn Abd Ghélib, the deceased ®, —and in it (there was)
an exposition of the Faith and the blessing of the Fourth Council 4,
and many chapters about the matter circumcision and the arrangement
of the hair and such like things. And the elder (aé—éaﬂ{h) As-Sani‘ah
said : «Let us write this document, for (there is) nothing wrong in it».
He (As-Sant) said : ¢And I desire that he (the patriarch) should write
that he will send away the monks in the towns and the Rif &), and that
he should discontinue to marry® a bride on the Carnival (ar-Rifs) of (the
Fast of) Nineveh (Ninawé) (7, and not on the Carnival (ar-Rif°) of Lent (®)
on account of the beginning © of the fast for them ; and that he should
(ve-)build the Ghurch al-Mu‘allakah 1) and the Monastery of Abba (Abt)
Macarius (Makédr) 10, and things resembling these mattersy. And the
elder (aé—Saﬂch) As-Sani‘ah took a copy of these (things), and he
guaranteed that he would do them, and he departed, and this was on
the Sunday of Olives 2. And after this, an order was issued to demolish

) Lig, ¢« advance ',

@ Cf. page 206, note 8.

®) I.e. the preceding patriarch.

© This 1s the Gouncil held at Ephesus in 449 A .D. and known among the non-
Monophysites as the Latrocinium.

® Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, ¢ The Rif of Egypt’, in Orientalia, vol. VIII, fasc.
1-2, pp. 96-119.

©) Lgt. ¢ crown ’.

@ Ie. Septuagesima Sunday.

® Ie. Sexagesima Sunday.

® Lit. ‘entry’.

o) Cf. page 150, note 2.

Y Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Buruester, A Guide to the Monasteries of the Wadi ’n-Natrin,
pp. 28-40.

% J.e. Palm Sunday.
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their ) revenue should be spent first on their repair, then on the
repair of the churches and their combustibles ® and their oblations
(Karébin) @, and what remained over from them should be distributed
to the poor, and (that) he (the patriarch) had nothing (to do) in this,
except the supervision and nothing else, and he should not receive from
them a dirham. And that he should establish for Cairo (Misr) a bishop,
and likewise for Al-Khandak ), and likewise for all the vacant sees, from
among those to whom the congregation should consent and witness to
his being upright. And that he should establish at Cairo (Misr) a teacher,
and at Cairo (al-Kéhirah) a teacher, who should instruct the people in
what escapes their understanding ©, and should explain to them what
is complicated for them, and should write the books and the commentaries,
so that nothing in them should cause him who reads them to pause.
And that any monastery, the chiefs of which desire that it should be under
the supervision of the bishop of that see 1n which is that monastery,
should be placed (under) his supervision on the condition that he
(the bishop) should bear the contributions (Diyérat) @ of the mentioned
monastery to him (the patriarch). And (there were) many things of this

kind (y#vos) among which that he (the patriarch) should appoint with
him two bishops to be present with him for all judgements and decisions,
and (that) no order should be issued without them. And the elder
(aé—éaﬂch) As-Saniah took the mentioned document, and he came
with¢ it to the Church of Abba (Abd) Sergius (Sargah) ® to the elder
(as-Saikh) As-Sani, the monk, because he was residing at it. And he
informed him of it, and there was with him a group of the priests and

) T.e. that of the inalienable endowments.

@ I.e. the buildings belonging to the inalienable endowments.

© I.e. oil, candles and charcoal.

® I.e. the bread and wine for the Holy Eucharist.

® Cf., E. Awfuiseau, op. cit., pp. 220-221.

© Lit. ¢ them ’,

™ Cf. page 179, note 2.

® Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 18-23.
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this occasion of three hundred dindrs. And as for ‘Imad, (it was) that,
when he saw that nothing would be done for him, he departed immediately
from the house of the amir As-Sdrim, and he followed the patriarch to
the places in which he was, and he kept close to him, but nothing occurred
from him. And the patriarch had sent to the bishops that they should
come to hold a Council, thinking that he might delay till they came.
And they reached Kalidh® after the Council, on the Saturday of
Lazarus ). And the patriarch wrote to them that they should return to
their sees, and that God had dispensed them from their trouble, and
that it was the turn of him who had stirred up trouble for him and had
opposed him. And they returned, because he had sought them for
something which concerned him and nothing else. * And there were
among them, as was mentioned, those who wished to witness against
him that he had taken bribes. However, they did not find a way, and
they did not meet with an opportunity. And the patriarch remained
neither well-disposed to the assembly, nor were they well-disposed to
him, either outwardly or inwardly. Then (it was) that the patriarch
went at the Feast of Olives ® to the church of Saint ([A]bt) George
(Gﬂ'g) of Al-JJlamra @), and there was staying at it an elder, an archon
(¢pxwr) known as Ag-Sani‘ah, brother of As-Sant, and he was an account-
ant of the Diwin of the prosperous Treasury, to whom all the diwéns
had recourse. And it was the intention of the patriarch to appease his
heart, because he was a learned man, intelligent, influential and free from
caprice, and he passed the night with him, the night of the Olives®.
And he wrote for him (As-Sani‘ah) his signature that he would deliver
up the inalienable endowments which belonged to the churches to a
good man from among those whom the assembly should select, and that

M Cf. E. Amfuneav, op. cit., pp. 390-391.

@ Le. the Saturday before Palm Sunday. So called in both the Greek and the
Coptic Churches from the fact that on this day there is made commemoration of
the raising of Lazarus, cf. Jh. x1, vv. 17-44.

@ Ie. Palm Sunday.

@ Cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, p. 104,

¢ This would be the night of the Saturday preceding Palm Sunday.

8
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metropolitan) at Acre (‘Akkd) ', and this was written down. Then there
was said : «Is there another plaint?» And ‘Imid arose and he said :
«Yea, he @ took a Muslim (Muslim) man known as Abt’]-Fakhr al-Kalé,
since he was selling fuller’s-earth with which linen is bleached, and he
gave to him the Holy Communion». And the patriarch denied (this),
and there was one among the group to witness, and he was restrained,
and he forbore, and no one witnessed against him (the patriarch)
concerning this. And they wrote all this in order that they might inform
the Sultan about it and extract his injunction on which they could rely.
And mention was made of the inalienable endowments of the churches,
and that he (the patriarch) receives their revenue, and (that) he does
not deliver to the owners of the inalienable endowments anything of
them. And the talk concerning it increased and decreased, and the final
decision was written down, and the Councl broke up, and the Muslims
(al-Muslimfin) had no praise for the Christians (an-Nagird) nor for their
chief. As for their chief, how was it that he had not sufficient control
that he might dominate their minds and endear their hearts to him. And
as for the Christians (an-Nagdrd), how (was it that) they conducted them-
selves with their chief to this extent. And as for the intelligent Christians
(an-Nagdrd), they did not consent to this Gouncil nor did they approve
of what occurred at it, and they said : (It was requisite to gather together
the bishops and the archons (dpyw»), and that they should assemble
with the patriarch and should reprove him among themselves with regard
to all what they abhorred in him in the way of what was contrary to their
religious law and disagreed with their judgments. And if he desist
from this, it will be the goal, but if he persist in it, it will be for them
not to follow him nor mention him in their Liturgies, on the condition
that all of them are agreed on this, or most of them. And after this the
talk was stopped, and of the document about this no trace appeared and
no information was known about it. And the order against the patriarch
and his companions was lifted, and it was said that he was mulcted on

) Cf. B. Mersrermanx, op. eif., pp. 631-635.
@ Le. the patriarch.
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God perpetuate his kingdom! — that, if two bishops witness against
him (¥ that he has taken a bribe for a consecration ©, or (that) he permitted
anyone to take it (for him), he should be cut off from his holy ordersy !,
and they wrote this down. Then the judges said to ‘TmAd : «Is there
another accusation?» He (‘ImAd) said : (Yea. This David (Datd)
consecrated () for Jerusalem (al-Kuds) and the lands of the Franks
(al-Afrang) ) a metropolitan (al-Mutrdn) (who) has hindered the Copts
(al-Kibt) from (observing) their religious practices and has prevented
them from circumcision and the marriage of near relatives©®, *and
letters of the Franks (al-Afrang) have begun to come to him, and his
letters to go to them, and this is not according to custom». The patriarch
said : «I did not consecrate ™ him, except for Gaza (Ghazzah) ®), and not
other than it, and if he (the metropolitan) has encroached on other than
it, I have not ordered him (to do) thisy. And it was said to him (the
patriarch) : «Did those who preceded thee do this?» He said : ¢ They
had there priestsy. ‘ImAd said : «There were priests when Jerusalem
(al-Kuds) was in the hands of the Muslims (al-Muslimtin), but thou didst
make the metropolitan (Mutrén) while Jerusalem (al-Kuds) (was) in the

hands of the Franks (al-Afran), and the metropolitan (al-Muirn) (is)
other than the priests. And here (is) one who will witness that this
metropolitan (al-Mutrdn) used to go about in the Frankish (al-Afrangtah)
lands © by thy command, and his belief has become their beliefy. And
they said : ¢And who is he?» And there was summoned the priest, the
monk, Gabriel (Ghabrydl), the son of the priest Makdrim [I]bn Kalil.
And he arose and he witnessed that he had separated from him (the

) The MS. reads ¢ thee’,

@ Lit. ¢ advancement ’.

@ Lit. < the priesthood ’.

@ Laf. < advanced ’.

®) I.e. the Littoral of Palestine.

®) Marriage between first cousins is allowed and is also frequent.
) Lg¢t. ¢ advance ’.

@ Cf. page 170, note 8.

@ Le. the Littoral, cf. page 182, note 2.
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and it was said (to him) : «Sit down»y, and he sat down. And there was
summoned the surnamed «Coffer of learning», the priest Abl’l-Ma'ali
[I]bn as-Sani, his companion. And he witnessed and he said : «I testify
that this patriarch gave bribes for the priesthood, and he took them
himself from those whom he consecrated (V); then he sat down. Then
they began with a monk known as the father Michael (Mikhéayil), and he
was known before his monasticism as Fakhr ad-Datlah Marg4, and he
was dwelling with this patriarch for thirteen years. And he arose, and
they said : « What will thou witness?» He said : I testify that this
patriarch took bribes for ordination (yeigorovia) and gave themy.
And the patriarch said : «This 1s a single monk : his word against me
is not to be accepted». And the patriarch, when the priests were summoned
to witness against him, had said : ( Their word against me is not to be
accepted». It was said to him : «They (are) just (witnesses)». He said :
«Just (witnesses), except against me, because for the patriarch there is
not accepted, except the words of the bishops»y. They said : « Write
(this)», because all what occurred they wrote in due form, and they
wrote all what occurred. Then, after this, the judges said to the patriarch :
«And if the bishops witness against thee ?» He said : « If two bishops were
to witness against me that I have taken a bribe from him whom I con-
secrated @ to one of the ranks of holy orders ®, or (that) I ordered
anyone to take it (for me), I should be excommunicated from holy orders»®.
And the monk said : « Wilt thou swear?» The patriarch said : «I am not
able to swear, because, if patriarchs were to swear, they would be
deprived of their ranky». They (the judges) said to him : «If an accuser
were to accuse thee of what thou hast not (done), wouldst thou remain
quiet and not swear?» He said : «I would suffer Joss or be imprisoned,
but I would not swear, and the rule is established that he (the patriarch)
should not swear under any circumstance». He (the president) said :

«Let him (the patriarch) swear by the munificence of the Sultan — may

™ L. ¢ advanced °.
) Iqt, ¢« I advanced ’.
@ Lat. ¢ the priesthood .
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bribes for the consecration ™, and he has taken them from him whom he
has consecrated ® from the ranks of the priesthood, and it is contrary
to our religious law. And they said to the patriarch : ¢ What dost thou
say ?» He said : (I did not take (bribes)». ‘ImAd said : «And didst thou
not order anyone to take (bribes) for thee?» He (the patriarch) said :
«I did not order anyone to take (bribes) for me». They said : «And who
will witness for thee * to the taking (of bribes)?», speaking to ‘Imid.
He said : ¢ These two bishops». And they both said : ¢ We shall not
witness to anything, and we have not seen anything», for the two latter
(were) of those who had given the bribe at his consecration @' ; because
there was not anyone of all these bishops who had been consecrated ®
in the time of this patriarch, who had not given a bribe, except two,
and they (were) the metropolitan (Mufrdn) of Damietta (Dumyét) @,
and the bishop of Al-Khandak ), and none other. And all the rest of
them had given (the bribe) in advance, and had written their signatures
for a deferment until they had departed to their sees, and they greeted
him and they screened him. And their bribe was from two hundred
dindrs —and they were the majority — down to fifty dindrs, and they
(were) the minority, and this was beside what used to be paid to the son
of the brother of the patriarch, and it (was) a fixed amount and (was)
beside the gifts in the way of goods and beasts of burden and other than
these, of kinds particular to the various districts. And it was said to
‘Iméd : « Whom hast thou to witness beyond these two?» And he said :
«These priests of the Mu‘allakah (Church)» ©. And there was summoned
the priest Abt’l-Makérim, because he was the senior in rank and age.
And he arose, and it was said to him : ¢ What wilt thou witness ?», and
he hesitated and he was dilatory in the matter, (and) he said : «He
(the patriarch) took (a bribe) out of necessity», and he was disconcerted,

M Lit. ¢ advancement ’.

@ L4t « he has advanced ’.

™ Lit. ¢ has been advanced ’.

® Cf. E. Ambuneav, op. cit., pp. 116-117.
© Cf. E. Awinineau, op. cit., pp. 220-221,
© Cf. page 182, note 5.

*ol. 334 r°
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house of the amir As-Sarim, and with him (were) two Lishops, Abba
(AnbA) Joseph (Ytiséb), bishop of Ftia (Faah) © and Abba (Anb4) Paul
(Btilus), bishop of the Fayum (al-I aytim) @, and they caused them to
descend in a chamber® at the side of the house of the mentioned
amir. And he (the amir) had a Christian (an-Nagrdni) friend known as
An-Nagib, a seribe of As-Saldh, and he conversed with the amir and
he (An-Nagib) transferred them to his house, and they remained
thus from the sixth Sunday of Lent® until the Wednesday of the seventh
week ), and this was the ninth of (the month of) Baramtdah @ of the
mentioned year @, And the Council was held on the mentioned day,
and there was present a group of the notables of the Christians (an-
Nagrd) of those who were summoned, and among those who were
summoned not one of them was present by intention, and some, on
account of work. And there was present at the mentioned Gouncil Ag-
Sarim as representative of the Sultan — may God empower his victory | —
and the judge, the jurisconsult Gamél ad-Din [I]bn al-Biiri, administrator
of the prosperous Egyptian (al-Migriyah) diwéns, and the judge Al-Muhri,
representative of the !vaonorable judge at Cairo (al-K&hirah) the protected,
and the jurisconsult Saraf ad-Din as-Sablki, the inspector of weights and
measures ) at it. And he was the spokesman at the Gouncil, and fourteen
assessors @ according to what was reported by those who were present
of the trustworthy ones of our friends. And the patriarch and ‘Tmad
came forward and they sat in front of the presidents of the Counecil.
And they (the presidents) said : «He who has a word (to say) or a plaint
to bring against his companion, let him speak». And Tmé&d came forward
and he said : «I bring a plaint against this David (Dadd) that he gave

@ Cf. E. Awfuneau, op. cit., pp. 244-245.
@ Cf. E. Améuneav, op. ct., pp. 337-340.
@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. eit., vol. II, p. 25.

® Lit. ¢ the Holy Fast .

®) Ie. Holy Week.

© [.e. April Ath, Julian Style.

™ J.e 1238 A.D.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. 285.

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. at., vol. II, p. 103.
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endeavours until an order of the Sultan was issued to one of the amirs (!
called As-Sérim al-Mas%di, that he should see into the affair of the
patriarch and hold a Council for him with the Christians (an-Nagrd)
n the presence of prominent Muslims (al-Muslimin) and their judges

and their governors and their reliable witnesses, and this was begun.
And the patriarch had gone up to the Church Al-Mu‘allakah @ at Cairo
(Misr) to consecrate a nun at it. And it was a long time (that) he had
not gone up to it, since he had departed from it, when the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) had taken possession of a part of it, on account of what
had happened between him and ® them in the way of strained relations
and on account of the belvedere “ of which he had determined the
limits, and it had been arranged according to what was said before.
And when he was vested and had gone out into the middle of the church,
with candles before him and priests chanting eulogies for him according
to the custom, there was there an insane man known as Israel (Israyil)
[I]bn al-Muhandis, dwelling at the top of the church. And when he heard
about this, he came to a place overlooking the place in which (was) the
multitude ; and he insulted and he uttered obscenities, and he said :
« Take him away | Take him away !» and he did what did not befit a sane
man, but he was deprived of reason. And some of the multitude became
furious, and they went up to him, and they beat him, and they broke
open his head, and his blood flowed upon his garment. And he went out
to the Minister of Works seeking shelter, and he (the Minister) was
from among the mamluks (Mamélik) of the Sultan. And the monk ‘Iméd
had come to him (the minister), and he had come with an order of the
amir As-Sirim to seck the patriarch. And the patriarch went out, and
with him (was) the warrant, and he delegated (his affairs) to the son of
his brother and to the treasurer whom he had, and he was known as
AbW'}-Farag [I]bn KhalbGs. And they came with the patriarch to the

@) Lit. « an amir of the amirs °.

@ Cf. page 182, note 5.

© Lit. « between him and between them ’,

@ A large room, generally on the upper storey of a house, in which the master
of the house sits during the daytime and receives guests.
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according to the direction of the Coran (al-Kur’dn). And Al-Malik as-
Salih, son of Al-Malik al-KAmil, remained under the protection of the son
of his paternal uncle, this Al-Malik an-Nasir, at the Crac of Moab (al-
Karak) . And the conditions were unsettled, and the Khwérizmians
(al-KhawArizmfah) returned, and they crossed over the Euphrates (al-
Furit), and they came to Emesa (Himg) @, (and) they besieged it for
some days, and they devastated its lands, and they took from its Possessor
money, and they returned. And the Bedouins (al-Urbén) in Upper Egypt
(as-Sa‘id) (were) as before, as regards discord and dissimulation, on the
plea of what (was) between the one and the other. Then (it was) that
corn again fluctuated (in price), and wheat of excellent quality reached
to thirty dirhams the ardab, and barley, to thirteen dirhams the ardab.
And there was not in these days anything cheap, neither corn nor other
than it, nor clothing nor implements, because the soldiers had been
enriched by the gifts of the Sultan, and they caused everything to be
expensive. And in this year most of the wine of the people spoiled, so
that there was not found a house in which there was not spoiled fermented-
wine or (that) sun-exposed. Then (it was) that the monk ‘Imad al-MirsAd
who had made endeavours for the consecration ® of the patriarch by a
gift @, and had trampled on the Canons (xavat) of the Church, and had
done that alone, without (that) the opinion of anyone participated with
him in it, either bishop or archon (dpyawr), God caused enmity between
them ©, because the intention was corrupt. And the patriarch began
to persecute him (the monk) in every place, and he interdicted him,
because he was a priest, and he used to oppose the declarations of the
patriarch ; and he (the monk) used to follow up his © faults and to oppose
him at every time, and he wished * to excommunicate him, as has been
explained before. And he (the priest) came at this time and he made

™ Cf. page 195, note 6.

® Cf. page 157, note 5.

@) L3t. « advancement ’.

) .. a bribe.

® [.e. the monk and the patriarch.
® I.e. the patriarch’s.
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because they pushed forward from Ascalon (‘Askalin) ) towards Gaza
(Ghazzah) . And no one of the inhabitants of the Littoral ® who were
accustomed to the lands accompanied them, but they () left them as
food, according to their custom of treason and collusion with their
enemies to the people of their faith. And the Muslims (al-Muslimin)
had rushed on before them and had drawn them into an ambush, until
they became bold and they dispersed. And the Bedouins (al-"Urbén)
surrounded them (the Franks) on all sides, and a great Count (Kund)
of theirs was taken from them, and about fifteen knights, and of the
infantry what was over five hundred men, and the double of them was
killed. And there was not killed of the Muslims (al-Muslimin) troops,
except Ibn Khalkin and those of no importance. And the mentioned
captives arrived at Gairo (al-K&hirah), and the day of their arrival was a
notable day . And the Count (al-Kund) and the horsemen rode on
mules, and the infantry on camels, and there was with them a priest,
and he rode a mule also. Then (it was) that the Sultan showed kindness
to the Gount (al-Kund), and he did not fetter him, but he left him in
a tower alone, and he allowed to him all what he needed. And as regards
the priest and the horsemen, they fastened on their legs fetters (attached)
to iron balls ®. And as for the infantry, they fettered them, and they
employed them at the Citadel ?. And Al-Malik an-Nsir, the Possessor
of the Crac of Moab (al-Karak), descended to Jerusalem (al-Kuds) after
this defeat, and he took it, and he slew all who were remaining in it of
the Franks (al-Afrang) ®. And he preached in it a magnificent sermon

® Cf, page 195, note 9.

@ Cf. page 170, note 8.

@ Cf. page 182, note 2.

® e, the Arabs.

© This was an incident in the Crusade of Thibaut IV, Count of Champagne,
of. R. Grovusser, L’Empire du Levant, pp. 260-261 and L’Fpopée des Croisades,
pp. 345-346.

© Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. IL, p. 65.

? Cf. page 183, note 9.

® This occurred about three years later, on August 23rd, 1244 A.D. Cf. R.
Grousser, L’ Empire du Levant, p. 261, L’Epopée des Croisades, p. 348, and S. Lane-
Poore, A History of Egypt, p. 231.
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them from the beginning of the day until noon. Then the troops of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) revived according to their custom. And the
infantry of the Franks (al-Afrang) became weary, and they (the Muslims)
charged at them again, and they took captive a group of them. And the
Franks (al-Afran?) had also killed a group of the Muslims (al-Muslimin),
and they had taken captive a group among whom (were) amirs and
leaders. And the two parties ¥ became equal. And as for the Sultan,
he returned with the remainder of the troops to Cairo (al-Kahirah).
Then he went out hunting, after he had commanded that the possessions
of the amirs who had been dissimulators should be taken and their
houses pillaged ; and he who had anything belonging to them it should
be taken from him. And the people began to lie to one another, and
the people on account of this fell into severe calamity, and they demand-
ed what they did not have, and some of them were mulcted and
some of them were imprisoned. And as for prices, they became cheap
and they decreased, and everything returned to its limit, with the
exception of olive-oil and linseed-olive and sesame-oil and meat and
poultry and eggs and chick-peas and rambling-vetch. And olive-oil,
because of the cutting off of the ways, was at three dirhams the rail,
and linseed-oil at a dirham and a quarter the rail, and sesame-oil at a
dirham and a half, and meat at one dirham and a half, and poultry at
two dirhams for a chicken, and chick-peas for fifty dirhams the ardab,
and rambling-vetch for twenty-five dirhams, and wax at eight dirhams
and a half the ratl, and bees-honey at two dirhams the ral, because all
the bees had perished in this year. And as for wheat, it decreased to
fifteen dirhams the ardab, and barley to nine dirhams the ardab. Then
after that, the conflict between the Muslims (al-Muslimin) * and the
Franks (al-Afrant) came to a close by reason of the overcoming of the
Franks (al-Afran}) by the Muslims (al-Muslimin). And this (was) that
those who went out with the Franks (al-Afran3) were from the Arabs
(al-‘Arab) who did not know the locality of the land nor the ruse of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) in fighting nor their stratagems. They (the
Franks) set out and they separated and they went deep into the lands,

() 4. ¢ tribes ’.  L.e. the Franks and the Muslims.
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Damascus (Dimask) O delivered up the mentioned city to Al-Malik as-Salih
Ismd'il who had been with them at first. And the son of Al-Malik as-Salil Ai-
yib, and he was the son of the son of his brother, departed from the Citadel @
in flight. And Al-Malik ag-S&lih Ism4‘ll remained at Damascus (Dimagk) 0,
and the good news came to Al“AbbAsah ® to the Sultan, Al-Malik al-Adil,
about this. And the good news about this was proclaimed ) among the
troops, and in Gairo (al-Kahirah) and Cairo (Misr) and at the Citadel @,
and the two cities ©) were decorated for many days. And the troops which
were with Al-Malik as-S4lil dishanded until there did not remain with
him except his confidants, and until the Arabs (al-‘Arab) were on the
point of plundering him. And he sought protection with Al-Malik an-
Nésir, the Possessor of the Crac of Moab (al-Karak) ®), and he protected
him, and he caused to be borne to him provisions and rations. Then he
caused him to be borne to the Crac of Moab (al-Karak) ©, and he remained
at it, because he was the son of his uncle. Then (it was) that the Franks
(al-Afrang), when the days of the truce were accomplished, evacuated
the Noble Jerusalem (al-Kuds), so that there did not remain at it except
one knight and seventy foot-men (who) dwelt in the Tower of David
(Datd) @, Then (it was) that the Sultan collected about two thousand
horsemen from a number of amirs, and he despatched them to Gaza
(Ghazzah) ® to guard the lands. And the Franks (al-Afrany) had
departed to Ascalon (‘Askalén) ©) and had descended upon it (and) they
had intended to rebuild it. And they rode, and they assembled, and
they came to Furbid 49, and they fought with the troops of the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) who were at Gaza (Ghazzah) ®), and they prevailed against

M Cf, page 154, note 6.

@ Cf. page 183, note 9.

®) Cf. page 187, note 1.

) Lit. « beaten out (with drums) ’.

© Le. Cairo (al-Kéhirah) and Cairo (Misr).

® Cf. page 194, note 5.

™ Cf. B. Mestermany, op. cit., pp. 174-175.
® Cf. page 170, note 8.

@ Cf. B. Meisrermann, op. cif., pp. 53-56.

@e Cf., R. Grousser, L'Empire du Levant, Carte 9.
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Al-Malik al-“Adil, and they sent their chiefs informing him that the reason
of the war against his brother necessitated for him to send to seck for the
troops which were at Gaza (Ghazzah) () with his two uncles Mugbar
ad-Din and Taki ad-Din, but they @ refused to go with them ¥), and they
implored him to come. And they (the chiefs) sought troops to go to
Gaza (Ghazzah) ) to take possession of it, because those @ had left and
had gone away. And the Sultan gave robes of honour to their messengers
who were from them, and he gave a grant to them and gifts; and they
began to arrive from fifteen to twenty, and everyone who arrived was
given a robe of honour and a grant, until they were completed. And
Al-Malik an-Nasir Ibn al-Mu‘azzam, and he was the son of the uncle of
the Sultan, had taken troops, about a thousand horsemen, and among
them amirs, leaders such as Ibn Kalh and others than he. And he
(Al-Malik an-Nésir) went to Karak ©), his fortress, and in the meanwhile,
Al-Malik ag-SAlih IsmA‘il who (was) the brother of Al-Kémil (and) who
was representative of Al-Malik al-Asraf, governed in Damascus (Dimask) ©).
And when Al-Malik al-Azraf died, Al-Malik al-KAmil departed to Damascus
(Dimask) ®, and he took it from him (As-Slih Ism4l), and he gave to
him Ba‘albek (Ba‘alabak) ! with Bosra (Busrd) ®, because it had
belonged to him. And he governed with its chiefs at Damascus (Dimask) ©
because he was beloved of them. And there was in the Citadel © the son
of Al-Malik ag-Salih * Alytb Ibn al-Kémil, and the mentioned Al-Mahik
as-Sélih was at Sichem (Nablus) 49, and he was stationed at it, and he
sojourned at it, and the amirs who had come to him and the chiefs of

@ Cf. page 170, note 8.
@ J.e. the two uncles.
@ Le. the troops.
®) I.e. the first troops.
® [e. the Crac of Moab, cf. R. Grovsser, L’Empire du Levant, Carte 5 and
B. Mgsrervawy, op. cif., p. 392.
@ Cf. page 154, note 6.
@ Cf. P.K. Hirni, History of Syria, pp. 310-316.
@ Cf. P.K. Hirm, op. cit., p. 293.
% (Cf. page 183, note 9.
9 ¢f, B. Mestermany, op. cit., pp. 470-473.
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towns in the (Province of) al-Gharbiah @. And the Sultan caused an
amir called the cavalier Khatulb4 to set out for them, and with him a
thousand merciless horsemen and fire-ships on the river @. And they
set out for the Bedouins (al-‘Urbén), and they found that they had
already departed to the desert, and had anticipated them. And they @)
came to the towns, and they began to pretend that (they were) the
Children of the Bedouins (al-Urb4n), and they began to pillage the
property of the people and to take their women and their off-spring, as
if they were people of the Bedouins (al-‘Urbén), and the matter was
not thus, and the lands were ruined  a second time. And the inhabitants
of the lands came, (and) they stood before the Sultan, and he commanded
the restitution to them of what had been taken from them. And they
remained in uncertainty from whom they should take and to whom they
should apply, and what happened to their womenfolk they do not
know ; however, the Nile (an-Nil) was increasing and conditions were in
a good state. Then the year nine hundred and fifty-six ® entered, and
the patriarch (was) Abba (Anb4) Cyril (Kirullus), known as David (D4td)
Ibn Laklak, and he was the seventy-fifth ©. And the Sultan (was) Al-
Malik al-<Adil Abti Bakr 7, son of Al-Malik al-KAmil Muhammad, and
the judge (was) Saraf ad-Din al-Iskandart, known as Ibn ‘Ain ad-Datlah,
and the master of the affairs of the Sultan (was) Badr ad-Din Yinis
amir Ganddr. And the Sultan had gone out to Al-Abbdsah @) with the
troops and the soldiers. And the Nile (an-Nil) reached to fifteen fingers
above eighteen cubits. Then (it was) that the men of the bodyguard
who had been dissemblers, turned towards Syria (aé—éém) to the service
of Al-Malik as-Salih, brother of the Sultan. They wrote to the Sultan

W Cf. page 152, note 6.

@) Lit. ¢ sea .

@ [.e. the thousand horsemen.

™ L. « were ruined a ruining '

& =1239 A.D.

© J.e. of the number of the patriarchs of Alexandria.
™ Le. Al-Adil II.

® Cf. page 187, note 1.
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deacons to witness this spectacle, and they should not be present at
places of diversion, nor at assemblies outside the Christian (al-Masthi)
Faith ; except that they were enduring, and they gave thanks, and this
was counted unto them for righteousness. Then (it was) that the Sultan,
on the occasion of his entry into Cairo (al-Ké&hirah), received news that
the troops were agitating against him, and that they had become a faction.
And he went out at once, and he caused to be seized three amirs, one of
them (was) Fakhr ad-Din [I]bn Saikh a3-Siytkh, and there was not
among the amirs greater than he, and the other (was) Fath ad-Din
Sulaimén, son of the brother of Ai-Sahdb Ahmad, and he was the most
intimate in the household of this Sultan, and God had given to him a
great charge; and the third (was) Zain ad-Din Ghar. And as for Ibn
as-Satkh Fakhr ad-Din, he was placed in a tower at the Citadel ), and
this tower (was) that in which was the Possessor of Amid (Amid) ®;
and as for the two others, he caused them to be lowered into the dungeon
which (is) at the Citadel . And the people were in these days in fear
and expectancy and many vile things. And wheat and barley and grains
were at their medium price, and (as for) wheat, its highest price was
at thirty dirhams the ardab, and its lowest (was) at twenty dirhams
the ardab, and barley and beans (al-Fdl) (were) at nineteen dirhams
the ardab, and chick-peas at forty dirhams the ardab, only that everything
in the way of food and drink was expensive ; and (as for) clothing and
implements and building tools and other things beside them, they and
all eatables were high in price. And wine (was) at four silver dirhams
the jar, and wax for eight dirhams and a half the ratl, and nothing in the
two cities ® was cheap except sugar, * and it was at a dirham and a half
the ratl and it was cheap compared to other foods /. Then (it was) that
the Bedouins (al-‘Urb&n) were emboldened, and they began to devastate
the lands, and they would take all what (was) in them, and they would
kill and take captives. And in these days they devastated twenty-five

@ Cf. D. Russew, op. eit., pp. 195-210.
® Cf. page 181, note 2.

®) I.e. Misr and al-Kéhirah.,

@ Cf. R. Dozy, op. at., vol. I, p. 849,
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twentieth of (the month of) Misrd @, and prices diminished, and wheat
was sold at twenty dirhams the ardab and less than this @, and barley,
at sixteen dirhams, and the rest of the cereals in proportion. And the
Sultan Al-Malik al-Adil had gone out to Bilbals ® with his troops and
his soldiers, when news came to him (that) his brother, Al-Malik as-Salih
had advanced from Bilbais ® (and) he reached him. And he (Al-Malik
al—‘ﬁidii) departed (and) he descended at Al-Abbésah . And some
of the group undertook an advantageous course with regard to the matter
of lowering the fringes of the turban ; and it was ordered to lower them
on the condition that the girdle was bound on; and the majority of the
people lowered (them). And the blessed Nile (an-Nil) came up (to its
measure) on Saturday, the twentieth of (the month of) Misrd ('; and
the Sultan Al-Malik al-“Adil had entered the city on account of the level.
And when it was the day of the level (of the Nile), it happened that the
servant referred to was at the river ¥, and it happened that some people
of the Christians (an-Nagird) were in a boat on the river, and among
them were those who were bound with the girdle, and those who (were)
without the girdle. And the servant recognized them, and he cleaved
to them, and he bore them to the amir GamAl ad-Din, the Equerry of
the House. And he sent them to the Commander-in-chief ¢ at Cairo
(Misr), and the accusation against them (was) that they were all without
a girdle; and they were beaten, and they were led ignominously ),
through all Gairo (Misr). And it was a distressing affair for the Christians
(an-Nagird), and the common people overpowered them, and there
was a great tumult. And this (was) a judgment from God the Exalted,
first, in leaving off the girdle and concealing (their) religion, and the
other, that the mentioned group was deacons, and it does not behove

M = August 13th, Julian Style.
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officials, it was commanded not to apply it to them, and they remained
in their condition. And without fail, the mentioned servant, if he met them,
would follow them and dishonour them with words ; and there adopted
Al-Islam for this reason a man of the best Christians (an-Nagrd), called
An-Nifah [IThn ay-Samds, and he was possessor of the diwén of the
Merchandise of the Inns (Khéndh) and of the houses and the stables,
and the DiwAn of the Suite. And there gathered against him the servants,
and they constrained him to bind on the girdie, and he bound it, and
they constrained him to remove the fringes (of his turban) and he refused ;
and they multiplied against him, and they pressed him, and he threw
away the girdle. And they said : «Adopt Al-Islimy, and they testified
against him, and he adopted Al-Islim. And the Christians (an-Nasérd)
were at this time in great tribulation and distressing contempt; and
whosoever met them of the common people and the low classes insulted
them and reviled them. Then (it was) that the order was revoked con-
cerning the matter of fringes (of the turbans), and some people began
to lower them; however, by the order of the Equerry of the House,
there were (only) three persons (V) who were ordered to lower the fringes
and to bind on the girdle. Then (it was) that they assembled and wrote
for a decision, and they took for it the signatures of the jurisconsults
concerning the matter of the fringes of the turbans. And all of them
gave a legal opinion that it was not necessary to remove them, but to
bind on the girdle, especially for distinguishing between them (the
Christians) and the Muslims (al-Muslimin). And among those who wrote
for them ) thus were : Ai-Sartf Sams ad-Din, judge of the troops, and he
was the chief of the notables, and Bah4 ad-Din Ibn al-Jumairi, the orator
of Cairo (al-Khirah), and GAmél ad-Din [I]bn al-Biirt who had been
appointed wazir in the days of the Sultan Al-Malik al-Kémil, and Mubérak
known as Ibn al-Tabbakh ; and after this, they did not lower them (the
fringes) * for fear of the servant. Then (it was) that the Nile (an-Nil)
rose and increased, and it reached the full measure on Saturday, the

" Lit. ¢ souls .
® [e. the Christians.




— 189 —

blood-feud and hatred between them. When this trouble occurred there
was envy between the one * and the other, and from time to time they
fought, and a great number among them was killed. And the Tha‘labah
were in favour of the King of Egypt (Misr) and the Gudhm, in favour
of the King of Syria (a3-S4m). And the Thalabah sought assistance from
Sinbus, and he came to them from the land of the Arabs (al-‘Arab), and
the Gudh&m sought assistance from Mazitah and Zunérah, and they came
from (the Province of) Al-Buhairah (t'; and they were days of fear and
war, and the roads were cut off. And the Sultan despatched a group
from the amirs and the soldiers to settle what (was) between them, and
they made use of staves between them for a certain time, after there had
been killing among them. Then a man, a servant, called Sibl ad-Datlah,
a servant of the Prophet, and he separated himself from the people, and
he pretended that he had seen their Prophet in a dream, and he (the
Prophet) had said to him : «Take the Dhimi @, change their adornments,
for they have overpassed their limits». And he began beating the people
and he dishonoured them from among the Christians (an-Nasér4) and the
Jews (al-Yahtid). And (as for) the Christians (an-Nagérd), (he said) :
« We shall take them, (and) shall remove the fringes (of the turbans),
and bind (on them) girdles, and (as for) the Jews (al-Yahtd), make a
yellow sign (on them)». And a certain group began to bind themselves
with a girdle and to remove the fringes. And it ended that he cut off the
fringe of a priest, a seribe of the Merchandise of the Inns (Khén4h),because
he had let it (the fringe) down and had bound on the girdle. And it was
(that), if he did not find with anyone a girdle, he would cut off his turban
and bind his waist with it. And it was proclaimed thus publicly at Cairo
(al-Kahirah) and Cairo (Misr), on Saturday, the fifteenth of (the month of)
Abib ) ; and there befell the people affliction on account of this, and
(it was) a burden upon them, because (it was) something (which was)
twenty years distant from their time. And the majority of them who
were able to remain in their houses, kept at home. And as for the high

' Cf. page 168, note 4,
) [.e. the Christian and Jewish minorities enjoying protection in an Islamic State.
® = July 9th, Julian Style.
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Ad-Dardtm ), but they did not find them (the two amirs) ; but there was
not a doubt that, in they meantime, they met the amirs, and they became
reconciled to them @, and they took them with them, and they journeyed,
and the servants and the five returned, and they did not do anything.
And there was in the lands trouble and agitation and fear, and a guard
was set over the wealth of the amirs and their houses a second time,
because they had released them, when they imagined that they (the amirs)
would return. And, after some days, there arrived at Cairo (al-Kéhirah)
the Protected, Al-Malik an-Négir, son of Al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam, on Saturday,
the nineteenth of (the month of) Baguns ® which corresponds to the eighth
of (the month of) Sawwal (in the) year six hundred and thirty-six ‘).
And Cairo (al-Kéhirah) and Cairo (Misr) and the Citadel ¥ were decorated
for him, and he descended at the Government House (Déir al-Wizdrah).
Then (it was) that he interceded for the amirs and the men of the chain-
mailed (soldiers), and it was arranged that he should journey to them,
and that he should appease their hearts, and should bring them back.
And his son arrived after a few days, and the decorations continued to
be hung, but they were increased before he arrived. And after this, in-
formation reached them that Al-Malik as-Sdlih had gonme out from
Damascus (Dimagk) ©. And the Sultan gathered together the amirs,
and he caused to be brought Al-Malik an-Nasir, and he caused them to
swear that they would be submissive (and) staunch, and that they would
fight for him until they died before him, and the oath was the fourth.
Then (it was) that two tribes of the Bedouins (al-Urbin), one of the
two of them named Gudh&m and the other, Thalabah, and they were
in the districts of (the Province of) Ag-Sakfah @, and there was an ancient

® Cf. B. MetstermanN, op. cit., p. 46 and S. Lane-Poore, A History of Egypt,
p- 159.
@) Lit. ¢ they kissed their heads’. This is a common practice indicative of
sincere friendship.
® = May 14th, Julian Style.
® = 1238 A.D.
® Cf. page 183, note 9.
® Cf. page 154, note 6.
@ Cf. Dictionnaire Géographique de IEgypte, p. 135.
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wavering one side and the other, until the hour of sunset, and they had
reached up to the neighbourhood of Al-“Abbédsah (), and night came @
between them. And the troops of the Sultan returned to their position,
and the amirs remained on guard, and there did not join them of their
companions except a few, because the majority of them had returned to
the service of the Sultan, on account of their houses and their fiefs. And
it was (that) an amir of the group of the amirs, known as Ibn al-Akta‘,
fell, and he was taken captive. And the amir Fakhr ad-Din [I]bn as-Saikh
and Ar-Rukn al-Higdwi and those who (were) with them had won him
over, and they mentioned that he had done this intentionally for the
service of the Sultan. And he was brought to Cairo (al-KAhirah), and
he was clothed with a robe of honour, and he was confirmed in his rank
of informer ®. And as for the chain-mailed (soldiers), they did not
overtake the amirs, and they did not pass by Bilbais ¥, but they left ®
it on their left, and they took (the direction) on its east leading to the
desert, and the two captive amirs (were) with them. And they (the
chain-mailed soldiers) agreed © to release the two mentioned amirs;
and they despatched from among their notables five men to the Sultan,
that they might be reassured by him and cause him to swear, and (that)
they should be returned to their fiefs, because for all there was nothing
except fear for themselves and nothing else. And the two mentioned amirs
came, and the five notables, and they discussed with the Sultan concerning
what related to them, and he acceded to their supplication, and he
bestowed robes of honour on the five, and he conferred favours on them,
and he equipped them. And he sent with them one of his servants, and
he was named Bandn ), and they went out until they reached to

) Cf. Dictionnaire Géographique de I’Egypte, p. 2, and S. Lane-Poor, A History
of Egypt, p. 76.

@ [.e. intervened.

® Cf. R. Dozy, ap. cit., vol. I, p. 347.

@ Cf. page 182, note 4.

G Lo put .

© Lit. ¢ their opinion was agreed ’.

@ This name is written without diacritical dots.




*Fol. 330 v

— 186 —

(and) he descended at them, and the suspicion persisted also, and the
oath did not avail anything. And Fakhr ad-Din [I]bn as-Satkh returned,
(and) he went out to the troops, and there went out with him the amir
Bah4 ad-Din Ibn Malkisi who had been once the governor (Walt) of
Cairo (al-Kéhirah) and had also been appointed once govenor (Wali)
of Damascus (Dimask) . And they assembled with the amirs, and they
talked much about this matter, and that the departure of Tilbin al-
Mugéhidi without permission was not correct, and that «Ye agreed to
this, and it was a breach of faith». And that day was Wednesday, the
twenty-first of the month of Ramadén (in the) year six hundred and
thirty-six @ which corresponds to the second of (the month of) Basuns .
And it occurred on that day that a company of the men of the chain-mailed
(soldiers), and they were Turks (al-Atrdk), agreed that they should go
out and encounter the aforementioned amirs, and they were about two
thousand horsemen, and they assembled, and they dressed, and they
departed from Cairo (al-Kéhirah). And the amirs had scouts to inform
them of the news, and a horseman came to them galloping, and he in-
formed them that the chain-mailed (soldiers) had come out to seize them,
and that the cavalier Khatulbah (was) their leader. And the mentioned
cavalier Khaiulbah had gone out to the mentioned group to bring
them back himself, and another amir (was) with him, known as As-Sérim
al-Mas‘tidi, and they (the amirs) seized both of them and they bound
both of them with them. And the amirs had scouts and a horseman
came galloping to Bilbals ¥ to the tents, (and) he informed that the
chain-mailed (soldiers) had gone out to seize them (the amirs); and
they arose and they dressed and they rode. And Ar-Rukn al-Higawi
and the Kurds (al-Akrdd), * another group, heard about this, and they
rode also, dressed in armour and with the equipment of war, and they
attacked, and the aforementioned amirs were driven back before the
group which was on the side of the Sultan, and they continued thus

M Cf. page 154, note 6.
@ Le. of the Higrah — 1230-1231 A.D.
® = May 26th-June 24th, Julian Style.
@ Cf. page 182, note 4.
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was issued that he should go to Rosetta (Ragid) @, and should be
stationed at it alone. And this port ® was among what was in the bounds
of the mentioned amir, and he suspected that his despatch thither * was
because he wished to harm him, and that he would be seized and
mmprisoned. And he refrained from going, and he corresponded with
the notables of the State, and he was dispensed from this, and there
remained in the hearts what was in them. And a group of the amirs
was in agreement with his opinion, and they (were) : ‘Izz ad-Din Atbak
the Kurd (al-Kurdi), and ‘Izz ad-Din Atbak al-Hamdu’l-illah known as
Kadib al-Bin, and Saif ad-Din ad-Dinfsri, and Sair al-Khawérizmi and
his brother, and “Al4’ ad-Din [I]bn a3-Sih&b Ahmad, and Ntr ad-Din
‘Ali [I]bn al-Akt4", and ‘Izz ad-Din Tilb4n al-Mugéhidi, and Al-Rukn
‘Umar al-Fanirf, and Iidkin al-‘Azizt, and ‘Alam ad-Din Sahr al-Yamant,
And they were dwelling all together in one dwelling, and their opinion
(was) one and their word (was) one, and their affair was noised abroad
and was divulged, and the Sultan sent to them the amir Fakhr ad-Din
Ibn ag-Saikh to appease their hearts and to assure them. And he wrote
to them a letter in his hand-writing mentioning in it that he had no
information of what they imagined about him, and that he would swear
to them for all what they wished. And their hearts were appeased thereby,
and they wrote a copy of the oath, and the amir Fakhr ad-Din [1]bn
ag-Satkh received it ; and he returned to Cairo (al-Kéhirah), so that the
Sultan might swear to it, after the mentioned amirs had sworn to him,
that they were in obedience to him, unless he should change anything
against them, and unless he displayed anything unfavourable towards
them. And the Sultan sware on the copy, and it came with the amir
Sugé‘ ad-Din [I[bn Abt Dhikei. Then (it was) that one of the mentioned
amirs was detained at Gairo (al-Kéhirah), and he was Tilb4n al-Mugahidi
who was the governor (Wlt) of Al-Bahnas4 ®). And he departed from it,
namely Gairo (al-Kéhirah) without permission, and he came to this group,

@ Cf. B. AmbLizeav, op. cil., pp- 404-405.

® The port of Damietta at this period stood further to the north than the present
town.

@ Cf. E. Awinneav, op, cit., pp. 90-93.

*Fol. 330
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returned to him all the cloths (which) had been taken from him, because
they had been kept, deposited in security. And he was equipped together
with his family and his company, so that he might go by sea to Antioch
(Antakiah) @ to the service of his relative the King of the Rim @, the
Possessor of Iconium (Ktnfah) ® and Coloneia (Aksard) @, and this
decision was among the great noble actions which this Sultan initiated.
Then (it was) that corn decreased a little in its price, and wheat was
from thirty to twenty-four dirhams the ardab, and barley from twenty-
eight dirhams the ardab downwards, and beans (al-Fil) at twenty dirhams
the ardab, and the people were contented by this decrease of prices,
because corn yielded in this year a yielding, the like of which had not
been heard of. And there was much rain &/, not as the custom is in Egypt
(Misr) @, and a great cold followed for a long time, and nothing in the
two cities 7) was expensive, apart from cloth, except chopped-straw, and
it was for six silver dirhams the loaded ® rope-net, and fire-wood reached
to ten silver pieces the load, and linseed oil was for fifteen dirhams the
ten ratls. Then he (the Sultan) ordered the departure of some troops
to Bilbats @ and their stationing at it, and a group of the amirs. They
were about three thousand horsemen, and among them was a senior
amir known as Nér ad-Din [I]bn Fakhr ad-Din ‘Uthmén. And it happened
that there occurred an incidence between him and (9 the governor (Wali)
of Bilbats ®, And he began to write about him (the amir) to the Sultan,
and he mentioned that he was corresponding with Al-Malik as-Salih,
and (that) the messengers of Al-Malik ag-Silih and his scribes were

coming (to him), and there arose then suspicion of him, and the order

™ Gf. P.K. Hrrri, History of Syria, pp. 302-307.

@ [e. the Seljuk Sultanate, cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, p. 596.
® Cf. R. Crovsser, L’Empire du Levant, Carte 1.

9 | 23l can also be Caesarea, cf. R. Grousser, op. cif., Cartes 1 and 21.
® Lit. ¢ it rained much rain ’,

© ¢ Misr * can also be read as ¢ Migr (Cairo) ’.

" [e. Misr (Cairo) and Al-Kéhirah (Cairo).

® J.e. the amount that a camel can carry.

®) Cf. page 182, note A.
9 T4t, ¢ and between ’.
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used to mount by the steps to the terrace of the upper Cell (xeriiov)
of the patriarch, and they called for prayer and they cried ¢ Allah Akbar» 1,
and they used to mention what they mention, according to what is accus-
tomed to them. And thereby there occurred serious matters, and an
amir of the bodyguards was sent. He caused to be brought some people
of them, and he beat them with a severe beating and the governor (Wali)
of Cairo (Misr) imprisoned twice a group of them, but this had no effect
upon them. And the architects came, and they wrote a report that this
wall belonged to the church and had nothing to do with the prayer-
house (al-Masjid) nor with the reception-room which was contiguous to it.
And the Possessor of the Diwin of the Ahb4s @ entered into this (affair),
and they discussed about placing half of a date-palm one side of the wall,
and that the wall should be separated by (the other) half of the date-
palm between the two places ®), but our friends ) did not agree with
anything of this. Then they discussed about filling up the wall which
had been demolished at its extremity, according to what it had been
before, and (that) the upper layer should be demolished. And the people
of the Church refused this, and the affair remained for that period, and
the Feast ) came ), and the affair (was) as before. And there entered
the month of Ramadén of the year six hundred and thirty-six ), and our
friends ) did not suffer in this period a fine of great amount. And in
these days, the Possessor of Amid (Amid)® was brought out from
confinement, because he had been in the Citadel ), and he had been
a long time (there), and he was given a robe of honour and there was

W Te, ¢ God is greater ’. Cf. A. pe Bmersrein Kazimmsxr, Dictionnaire Arabe-
Frangais, vol. IV, p. 6.

@ Cf, A. pe Bmerstenn Kazimrsxr, op. cit., vol. I, p. 468. The Office for the
control of buildings, the revenues of which are destined for a religious use.

@ Ie. the Church Al-Mu‘allakah and the prayer-house.

“ Probably, an ironical term.

® [e. the Feast of Easter.

©® L. ¢ entered ’.

0 = 1238 A.D.
9 Cf. page 181, note 2.
@ Cf. D. Russew, op. cit., pp. 195-210.
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(he was) the first messenger to be killed, only that they mentioned that
he was not killed, except through guile (which) the Possessor of Emesa
(Hims) @ wrought against him, and he killed him. And after that the
Khawarizms (al-Khawérizmin) lorded over the lands of Syria (as—Sdm)
and they ruined them. And they descended on Emesa (Ilims) ") and
they besieged it, and the Possessor of it gave to them much money, so
that they departed from it. And Al-Malik as-Sélil sent to the Littoral @
(and) he apportioned it in fiefs. And there was a dearth in Syria (ab—Sam)

wheat reached to two hundred and thirty dirhams the measure ), and the
majority of the inhabitants of the lands departed to Egypt (Migr), al-
though (prices) were high (there); yet they were less in proportion.

And he (AI—Mahk al-* Adﬂ) ordered the departure of the troops to Bilbais @
and their remaining at it until they were commanded (to do) what they
were intended (to do); and a group of them went out to spy on them,
and they remained at it (Bilbals). Then (it was) that some people of the
Muslims (al-Muslimin) (who) were staying at the prayer-house (al-
Masjsid) which (was) at the side of the Church Al-Mu‘allakah ®), came
to a wall between them and © the church, (and it led) to a reception-
room which the patriarch had made for his receptions beneath his upper
Cell (xexMov), and they destroyed of it (the room), the windows and
the panels of the doors, and they claimed that it was a right of the prayer-
house (al-Maszid); and there was agitation in the churches, because
this was in the middle of Holy Lent ), * and it the Church Al-Mu‘allakah
most of all, and it was deprived of the Divine Liturgy (al-Kuddés) and
the Prayers ® for many days in Lent @. And the Muslims (al-Muslimin)

® Cf. P.K. Hirm, op. cit., pp. 307-308.

@ Cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, Garte 9.

™ Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. II, p. 204.

@ Cf. B. Awfuesv, op. cit., pp. 333-335.

® Cf. 0.H.E. KHS-Burmester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 28-31.

® Lat. + and between .

™ Lit. ¢ the Holy Fast ’.

® I.e. the Evening and Morning Offering of Incense and the Ganonical Hours.

®) Lit. ¢ the Fast’.
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summoning him to come to Egypt (Misr) and to take for himself whatsoever
fief he wished, and he gave to him a choice in this, and (that) he should
relinquish Damascus (Dimagk) ®. And this was pleasing to him, but
he was suspicious that, if he reached Egypt (Misr), the choice would be
against him and not for him. And he (Al-Malik al—Gawéd) wrote to Al-Malik
ag-Silih, the Possessor of the East, Amid (Amid) ®, and the fortress of
Kaifd® and Singér @ and other than these of what is beyond the Euphrates
(al-Furdt), to inform him that he was submissive to him, and that he
would give to him Damascus (Dimagk) @, if he gave to him (parts) of the
lands of the East which he prosposed to him. And he sware to him with
regard to Singé4r ¥ and other lands with it. And when he had made sure
of him, he sent to him that he should come. And it was said that both
of them met in the desert, and they sware an alliance, and Al-Malik
ag-Sélih Alytb, son of Al-Malik al-Kdmil, passed over to Damascus
(Dimagk) W, and he received it. And Al-Malik al-Gaw&d Muzzafar ad-Din
departed to Singdr ), and he received it. And Al-Malik ag-Salil was
established at Damascus (Dimagk) ™, and there were with him troops
called the Khawarizms (al-Khawérizmin). And the people were afraid
of them, because they are corrupt upon the earth, of the race (yévos)
of the Tartars (at-Tatar) ; only (it was) that they did not come with him
to Damascus (Dimask) W), but they were staying in the desert in the
direction of the lands of Aleppo (Halab) ®) and what is after it. And it
was (that), before the entry of Al-Malik ag-Slil into Damascus ( Dimagk) 0,
he sprang upon the messenger of the Sultan Al-Malik al--Adil©), who has
been mentioned before, and he was Tmid ad-Din, elder (Saﬂch) of the
elders (a3-Siytkh), son of the elder (Satkh) of the elders (ag-Siytikh),
and he was killed at the House of the Sultan at Damascus (Dimask) (1),
And it was an innovation, the like of which had not been heard ; and

M Cf, page 154, note 6.

@ Cf. R. Grousser, L’ Empire du Levant, p. 201,
@ Cf. page 123, note 8.

@ Cf. page 156, note 6.

® Cf. P.K. Hirmi, History of Syria, p. 564.

® Le. Al-Adil TI.
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for trifling causes by the Cell ™, and when he commits that which 1s
necessary for interdiction, the patriarch shall write to him once and
twice, and he shall warn him about this, and after this he shall cause
him to come to the Cell @, and he (the bishop) shall justify himself before
his interdiction, if the interdiction be necessary for him. The hegoumenos
(yospevos) — his rank (is) the rank of archpriest (dpyimamds) of
the priests — shall have (the right) to say the Absolution over the
celebrating priest @ and to offer incense after him, and he shall commun-
icate after him and before the rest of the priests below him (in rank) who
are not celebrating. And if he be present with the bishop, if shall be he
who receives incensing from the hand of the bishop, and none of the
priests shall receive incensing from his hand ; and he shall not have (the
right to do) anything other than this. And he of the Faithful who wishes
to go to a festival of a church of any see whatsoever, his bishop shall
not interdict him for this reason. And it was a document of lengthy
explanation, and this is the essence of its contents, and we have abridged
them for fear of prolixity. And its date (was) on the sixth of (the month
of) Thit * of the year nine hundred and fifty-five ®. And an abridgment
of the Canons was made with regard to indispensable matters which
occur in marriage, and their conditions, and inheritance and its divisions ;
and it is in the hands of the Faithful in a number of copies; and the
patriarch and the bishops signed (@ ; then the bishops departed to their
sees and they were contented © thereby. Then (it was) that the Sultan ©
despatched an amir of his intimate friends, and he sent him (7 away
to Damascus (Dimagk) ® to Al-Malik al-GawAd, son of his paternal uncle,

®) Te. the patriarchate.

@ Cf. Jomv, Mirquess or Bure, The Coptic Morning Service for the Lord’s Day,
pp. 45-46, and ‘Asp ac-Mastu Sauis, Pi Jom ente Pi Eukhologion ethouab, Cairo,
1902, pp. 128-137.

® — September 3rd, 1239 A.D., Julian Style.

@ L. ¢ wrote on it .

® Lit. ¢ their souls were rested ’.

® Te. Al-Malik al-“Adil IL.

) The MS. reads * them ’, sic.

® Cf. page 154, note 6.
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except 1f it has been established concerning him that he (the bishop)
nterdicted him out of caprice and without a legal reason. And the
patriarch shall write to him once and twice on account of him; if the
bishop persists in this, he (the patriarch) shall summon both of them,
and both of them shall be judged according to what the law requires.
And he who has been consecrated to a see of the bishops and its district,
there shall not be taken away from him of it (any) town ; and he who is
established in a see with its towns up to the day of writing this 0, he shall
not be removed from it. And as for the diydriyat @ which is exacted by
the bishops, which is for the patriarch, it shall not be exacted by means
of compulsion nor (otherwise than) according to the ability of their sees
and according to what is easy for them by way of a blessing. And that the
patriarch shall not oblige the bishop to bestow a rank (rdfis) in his
see or to ordain him to whom the bishop of the see or the majority of his
congregation does not consent. And he (the patriarch) shall be impartial
among the bishops with regard to what is free and forbidden to all of
them. And that the patriarch shall not interfere with the income of the
churches on their feast-days and their dues and their inalienable endow-
ments, but they shall be under the supervision of the bishop and they
shall not go out of his hands, unless it had been made a condition for
him before his consecration that the income of the church should be in
exchange for the diyArfah @ of the see. And nothing shall go out from
their hands from the monasteries of their (the bishops’) sees, unless
any (of them) undertook (to do) this before his consecration. And that
the complaints of monks, one against another, shall not be accepted,
except after a strict investigation and the taking (into consideration)
of the report of the upright majority. Monks shall not he expelled from
their monasteries without evident necessity; and people of the laity
shall not be delegated to judge between the monks, but the heads of
the monasteries and those who take their place among those who are
esteemed (and) learned of the Faithful. A bhishop shall not be interdicted

W B st e
& Le. the contributions of sees and monasteries to the Patriarchate.
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he shall be excluded who has been crowned (U secretly in houses, outside
the church, and without the Eucharist (al-Kurban); and entrance of
menstruous women into the churches shall be forbidden at the time of
their menstruation. And that the scribe of the Cell (xeiiov) @ shall be
he whom the patriarch shall choose, be he a bishop or a man of esteem.
And that the signature of the Metropolitan (Mutrén) of Gaza (Ghazzah) ),
and what is contiguous to it (shall be required) for conformity to the
aforementioned belief of the Jacobite (al-Yaktibiah), Church, and for
(his) conformity with him who conforms to it, and (that) he rejects those
whom the Councils reject, and that, if he does not conform to this, let
him be excommunicated. And that the rank (7€) of the Metropolitan
(Mutrén) of Damietta (DumyAt) ) who now occupies it, shall be established
according to the custom of those who preceded him at it. And that neither
the patriarch nor the bishops shall ordain in other than their sees at
all, nor shall they confer a rank (7e%is)® on anyone, except with
the consent of the inhabitants of his see or of the majority of them, and
with the consent of his bishop who ordained © him. And the bishop
of another see shall not accept him, * except with the consent of the ()
bishop who is in his see, even if he were living with him. And anyone
who has transferred from his town and his church without a necessary
reason to another see or to another church, let him be excluded from
them both. The patriarch shall not interdict anyone of the people of the
sees of the bishops, except for a legal reason, if it has been established by
his bishop that he has not interdicted him. And the patriarch shall send
to order him to interdict him, and if the bishop refuse for a reason which
is not, and he persists in this, the patriarch shall interdict him. And that
the patriarch shall not absolve him whom his bishop has interdicted,

) I.e. married.

® [.e. the patriarchal residence.

9 Cf. page 173, note 4,

® Cf. E. Awfuneav, op. e, pp. 116-117.
% Le. of Holy Orders.

© Lit. ¢ advanced ’.

2 et hisis
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accept a bribe or what is equivalent to it in any judgment of all the
judgments, be he patriarch or bishop or a deputy of either of them,
nor show partiality in judgment on account of respect or mediation,
and he who does this shall be suspended.  Secondly, that the patriarch
shall agree with the learned bishops to compile an epitome of the canons
(xaveiv) concerning what is unlawful and what is lawful with regard
to marriages and other things besides them, and concerning inheritances
and the orders of the ranks (rd%:s) of the priesthood . And copies (of it)
shall be written, and in them the signatures of the patriarch and the
bishops with (their) approval, and they (the copies) shall be preserved
in the sees; and any judgment which deviates from them (the rules)
shall be null and void. Thirdly, (that) the bishops shall assemble at the
cell (xedxior) @ once in the year, and it shall be from the beginning of
the third week of Paschaltide (al-Khamasin) and up to the end of the
fourth week of it. And that rules established in the Coptic (al-Kibiah)
churches shall not be changed, such as circumcision before baptism, unless
necessity prevents it, and such as the exclusion from ordination of children
of concubines and slaves, with the exception of captives from the lands
of Ethiopia (al-Habasah) and Nubia (an-Ntibah), if their manner of life
be good and they are fit for the priesthood. And he who is not a captive,
but a son of a prostitute slave girl who has not been crowned @, shail not
be ordained “ to any of the degrees of Holy Orders ®), and likewise the
children of women who have gone back to their families ®, from henceforth,
shall not be ordained ) to any degree of Holy Orders ®, and likewise
the children by a third marriage, even if she (the woman) was a virgin,
shall not be ordained ® to any of the degrees of Holy Orders . And

@ Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, ¢ The Canons of Cyril III Ibn Laklak, 75
Patriarch of Alexandria, A.D. 1235-1250°,in BSAC vol. XII, pp- 81-136 and
vol. XIV, pp. 113-150.

@) Le. the patriarchal residence.

& I.e. unmarried.

® Lit. « advanced °.

¢ Lat. ¢ priesthood .

® I.e. women whose husbands have died.
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of the Holy Trinity, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and by
the mouth of the three hundred and eighteen (Fathers) assembled at
Nicaea (Nikfah) @), be he patriarch or bishop, I or my bishops, and he
shall have no lot with the Faithful — may God preserve us from this !»
And among its conditions were (as follows) : after the Confession of the
Orthodox Faith which was established at the Council of Nicaea @ and
at the two holy Councils which assembled at Constantinople (Kus-
tanfintah) @ and Ephesus (Aufsis) ®), then the confession which is
proper to the Jacobite (al-Ya'kiibiah) Church, in the way of what we
received from the father Cyril (Kirullus) the Great and the two Orthodox
(6p0430%0s) Fathers Severus (Shwirus) @ and Dioscorus (Diskurus) @ ;
and it is the belief that Christ, God made man, (is of) One Nature, One
Hypostasis, * One Will, and (that) He is God the Word, and (that) He is
man born of Mary (Marfam) the Virgin, and (that) thus it is right to
predicate of Him all attributes divine and human. Then, after that,
there is binding what is contained in the Divine Seriptures and the Canons
(xavesn) of the Apostles, and the accepted Councils and the customs
which are established in the Jacobite (al-Ya‘kdbiah) Coptic (al-Kibtiah)
Church upon which (is) our reliance in our religion. And as for the
sections which time has called for the mention of them with the object
of preserving the peace of the Church, the first (is) : a bishop shall not
be consecrated © from henceforth, except he who is educated, and a
psephisma (Tazkiah) has been made for him, and his people have agreed
to him. And simony (yeipovovia) shall not be taken from him, nor
shall the Holy Spirit be sold nor bought. And, likewise, this 7 injunction
shall be executed with regard to the ordination ©® of priests and deacons
and of all the ranks of the priesthood. And none of the judges shall

M T.e. the First Oecumenical Council in 325 A.D.
@) I.e. the Second Oecumenical Council in 381 A.D.
® [.e. the Third Oecumenical Council in 431 A.D.
® Patriarch of Antioch, 512-538 A.D.

) Patriarch of Alexandria, 516-527 A.D.

© Ist. ¢ advanced ’.

M Lz, ¢ the ’.

®) Lz, ¢ advancement .
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and a breaking of the causeways. And the lands were sucked dry on
account of the Bedouins (al-“Urbén), because they frequented Upper
Egypt (ag-Sa‘id), and they plundered the people, and they took captive
the inhabitants of some of the lands. And the prices became low, and
wheat was sold for a dindr the ardab, and barley near to it, and it was
never related (that) barley was at the rate of wheat, except in this year.
And everything rose in price, and gold went down in price so that the
exchange of the dindr into a silver (dirham) (was) twelve dirhams and
a quarter and an eighth, and into paper, thirty-five dirhams and a
quarter. And the cause for this was the abundance of what the Sultan
had issued in the way of money, and had distributed among the amirs
and the soldiers ; and it was the major cause for the rise of prices, because
the people had an abundance of money, and especially the soldiers.
And they felt confident, so that (it was) that old wine was sold at four
silver dirhams the jar on account of the great demand of the people for it ;
and fruit became dear, and clothing and jewelry and property also. And
they were days (which) the people likened to the days of Al-Malik al-"Aziz
—may God have mercy upon him ! —in their goodness. Then (it was)
that the bishops came from Lower Egypt (al-Wagh al-Bahart), and
their number was fourteen bishops, and they assembled in the Church
of the Hérat Zuwailah @, and they discussed about the affair of the
patriarch, and they mentioned that they did not approve of the things
(which) resulted from him, and they enumerated them, and they con-
firmed them in a seript (which) they wrote in his stead, and his signature
was written at the head of it in the manner of what is above the «In the
Name»®), and his mark between the initial lines.  The brethren, the bishops
—may the Lord bless them and their people and their sees! — write
their agreement to this document and what is confirmed in it of the Faith,
approved conduct and Chureh customs. And he who departs from it or
deviates from its conditions is anathematized and rejected by the mouth

M Cf. 0.H.E. KHS-Burmester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 68-73.

@ Le. «In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, One
God».
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and An-Nésir was defeated, and none escaped except himself, and he went
to the Crac (al-Karak) ), And there were taken all his companions and
his baggage and his provisions and his sentinels. And he (Al-Malik
GawAd) took as great booty the troops of Damascus (Dimaski) @, and his
(An-Nésir’s) flags were sent to Cairo (al-K&hirah) and they went around
with them. And the blessed Nile (an-Nil) flowed impetuously in this year
from the beginning of it ®). Then it stopped after that, and it came up
on Saturday, the end of (the month of) An-Nast ), and on it the measure
was completed and the Canal was cut ®). And in this year there happened
wonders out of their time ), An evident earthquake occurred (which)
was felt by everyone in (his) house; and it rained during the days of
(the month of) An-Nasi ), and it was said that it did not occur except
in a year of insufficiency of the Nile (an-Nil). Then there entered the
year nine hundred and fifty-five ®), and in it the water reached to sixteen
cubits and eight fingers. And most of the causeways were broken, because
they had been cared for in * the days of Al-Malik al-Kimil, but when
he died, that fear (of him) ceased, and avarice entered the hearts of the
governors (al-Wuldt) and the administrators, and their neglected their
state, and the majority of them was broken, and among them the causeway
(which) was at Al-Gizah ®. And there was a large causeway (which)
retained the water from the lands of Al-Bahnasé (19, and it was broken.
And the amir Gamél ad-Din [I]bn Yaghmtr, the head of the prosperous
diwéns, went out to it, and he stayed at it for a period, and he spent on
it a sum of money and material, but he was not able to dam it. And there
befell the people in this blessed year an insufficiency of the Nile (an-Nil)

M Cf, page 157, note 8.

® Cf. page 154, note 6.

® Le. the coming of the flood waters,
® = August 24th-29th (30th), Julian Style.

® Cf. S. Lawe-Pooie, The Story of Cairo, pp. 145-146.
® I.e. unexpected.

" == August 2/4th-29th (30th), Julian Style.

® = 19239 A.D.

® Cf. E. Amérvesv, op. cit., pp. 190-191.

Cf. E. Auguneav, op. cit., pp. 90-93.
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of the church, and they set a throne for him, and he sat on it, and he
was acclaimed, and it was a great, noteworthy day, and there assembled
on it people ™ not to be counted. And he (the patriarch) frequently
visited the churches, and he acted according to his former practice.
And as for ‘Imad, (it was) that he had taken his (the patriarch’s) signature
to pay to the prosperous Treasury four thousand, eight hundred dinArs
which he mentioned that he would reveal them with the companions of
the patriarch. And the elder (a§~f§aikh) as-Sant and those who were
associated with him did not cease to make endeavours until he was
released and his signature was removed. Then (it was) that the patriarch
did not cease to entreat until he passed over to the Sultan, and he
presented to him a present, and he (the Sultan) accepted it; and he
(the patriarch) heard from him that which strengthened his heart and
released @ his tongue, and he prevailed thereby over the Christians
(an-Nasdrd). And as regards what occurred in these days in the way of
calamities (was) that Al-Malik an-Ndsir [I]bn al-Mu‘azzam repaired to
the lands of the Littoral ®), and he reached to Gaza (Ghazzah) @), and he
allotted as fiefs the lands, and he levied soldiers, and all his intention
was Damascus (Dimask)®). And he sent to the Sultan Al-Malik al-“Adil
to mform him that the Possessor of Damascus (Dimagk) ! (was) with him ©),
and that he had summoned him to his obedience, and that they should be
together (as) one body 7, and he despatched his letters to him about
this; and news of this reached the Possessor of Damascus (Dimask) ().
And Al-Malik al-GawAd Muzzafar ad-Din [I]bn Mamddd had taken into
his service a numerous, powerful army together with the troops which
were with him from Egypt (Misr), and he went out to him in number and
equipment, and they met in the neighbourhood of Ghorr (Al—Ghﬁrr) 8,

) Lt ¢ creatures .

@ Lat. « lengthened .

@ Cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, pp. 206-208.
@ Cf. page 170, note 8.

® Cf. page 154, note 6.

) [.e. on his side.

™ Lit. « hand °.

® Cf. B. MEIsTERMANN, op. cit., pp. 544 and 619.
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should defrock the priests who had become again slaves (mamalik),
and that he should buy every year from the money of this church @ a
hundred ardab of wheat for the use of the nuns who resided at the
Convent Al-Mu‘allakah ), and that he should preserve their persons from
apostasy ® and their condition from penury, and that his (the patriarch’s)
scribe should be an elder (éaﬂ(h), a bishop without blame or affairs of
this kind. The documents @ were despatched to him (the patriarch),
and they were read to him, and he did not answer to anything of them.
And the monk ‘Imad, who was mentioned before, was remaining at the
Gate of the Sultan, endeavouring to form an assembly against the
patriarch. And the collectors 6) did not cease to aid in * his (the patriarch’s)
affair until the amir Gandir took him (the patriarch) (and) beat him
atrociously © and threw him into the special prison @, and he made a
collar for his throat and a fetter for his leg, and he was deprived of bread,
and he encountered great affliction, to such an extent that they prevented
him who would come into contact with him in the prison, and they
sought for pretexts until they brought out the patriarch from the chamber.
And they caused him to descend at the Church of the Hérat Zuwailah ()
at which he resided, and the condition did not cease to be thus until
the twenty-fourth of (the month of) Abib ©; and the notables of the
State became mediators, and they discussed concerning his (the patriarch’s)
deliverance, and he was delivered. And it was the eve of the Feast of
Abba ([A]bt) Mercurius (Markdrah), and he descended as he was to
his church which (was) at Cairo (Misr). And in the morning, he vested
according to his custom, and they took him in procession in the middle

) Ie. the Church of Saint Sergius, cf. page 153, note 2.

® Cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, p. 322,

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. 58.

® Lit. ¢ papers ".

® Cf. R. Dozy, op. ., vol. 1L, p. 827.

® [Lt. ¢ an atrocious beating .

o Cf. R. Dozy, op. ait., vol. I, p. 585.

® Cf. 0.H.E. KHS-Burmester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 68-73.
® = July 18th, Julian Style.
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should excommunicate the children of a second wife ® whom he had
ordained to the rank of the priesthood, and likewise the slave whom
he had ordained @, and that he should restrict (himself) as regards dress
according to what was the custom of the Copts (al-Kibt), and that he
should not wear dresses which are the emblem of royalty, and that he
should devote the rents of the inalienable endowments to the places
to which they were endowed, and that he should begin with the erection
of the mentioned buildings, then with the church and the poor of its
priests. And from what was left over after that to make another new
malienable endowment, and that he should not take the contributions
of the feasts ¥ which he receives from all the lands of Egypt (al-Migriyat),
but he shall devote them to the upkeep of the churches which have
the feasts and to him who has a share in them, such as a bishop or a
head or other than these two, (and) what was left over should be for
the poor and the wretched ; and likewise the contributions (DiyAriat)
of the monasteries which he had created and made for himself in the
lands of Egypt (al-Misriyat), he should devote them to the monasteries
for their edifice(s), and to the monks for their needs. And that he should
take from the contributions (DiyArfat) for the tax on the lands, according to
the custom, what was sufficient for his expenses, and it (should be)
fifteen dindrs every month, and that he should leave the remainder of
1t to him who was needy, not able (to pay) his tax, and that he should
weigh it out for him, and that he should purchase therewith his religion @ ;
or (as regards) him who is deprived of his strength ) and his clothing,
let him (the patriarch) relieve him and clothe his body, or if a calamity
oceur such as an infiltration of the river © and what is like it, let him
(the patriarch) remove the burden of it from the paupers. And that he

@) According to Coptic custom children by the wife of a second marriage are
excluded from ordination to the priesthood.

@ Cf, page 155.

) Le. the patronal feasts of churches.

™ [.e. to prevent him from apostatizing.

® J.e. who is an invalid,
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*Fol. 326v* him. And the monk (Tméd al-Akhmimi) came *from the governor

(al-WAl1) with a great multitude and tumult, and he took the patriarch
barefooted, and he seized all whom he found with him. And he (the
monk) rode his mule, and the patriarch was walking, and they calumniated
him. And when they reached to the governor (al-Wali) on this wise,
— and he was a very good man — this was too much (for him), and he
honoured the patriarch, and he set free those who had been seized of
the people, except the companions of the patriarch. And he ordered
that he (the patriarch) should stay in a storey at the new building
which (was at) the Bain al-Kagrain (), under which were the counters
of the changers, he and his companions, and with him guards @
(sent) from him, and he rebuked the monk and he disapproved of him.
And the patriarch remained there, and as for the two bishops @, they
descended at the Church of Abba (Abtl) Sergius (Sarfah)® and the
monk with the two of them at (the cell of) the elder (aé-éaikh) as-Sant
the monk. Then (it was) that the monk As-Sant agreed with the bishop
of Ftiah ® about the documents® which they had prepared for obtaining
the signature of the patriarch to them, if they kept him in the patriarchate(”).
Among them the belief of the Copts (al-Kibt), and that he (the patriarch)
should not take a gift for ordination (xetporovia) to any of the orders of
the priesthood, and that he should not give authority to the Metropolitan
(al-Mutrén) in Syria (a-Sam) in the See of Antioch (Antakiah), but
that it (the authority) should be confined to Gaza (Ghazzah) ® and what
(is) in its neighbourhood of the districts of Egypt (Misr), and that he

) Cf. D. Russesr, op. cit., pp. 143-144, especially 163 and S. Lane-Poot, The
Story of Cairo, pp. 126, 1928 Slete:

@ Cf, R. Dozy, p. cit., vol. I, p. 528.

® Cf. page 153, note 2.

® Cf. 0.H.E. KHS-Bunuester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp- 18-23.

& Cf. Dictionnaire Géographique de l’Egypte, pa 197,

® Li¢. ¢ papers .
) Le. as patriarch.
® Cf. B. MeisTermanK, op. cit., pp. 47-52.
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city were friends of the patriarch. And they assembled with the
governor (al-WAalt), and they said : ¢ The Sultan did not order, except
with regard to his (the patriarch’s) sending, (that) he should be sent to
him, and he (the Sultan) will decide about him there». And he (the
governor) took him (the patriarch), and he departed, and he caused to
be taken out his (the patriarch’s) companions in wooden fetters 1),
and they were the scribe and the two disciples, and one of the two of
them (had been) his slave whom he had made a monk and had ordained
him a deacon at the Monastery of the Beacon (aé—Sama‘) 2. And he
(the governor) arrived at Cairo (al-K&hirah) in the evening of Friday,
towards the end of (the month of) Bat’dnah ®). And the monk (Imad
al-Akhmim{) went up to the Citadel ), and he announced that the patriarch
had arrived. And he (the Sultan) ordered that he should be mmprisoned,
he and his companions, in the prison of the Citadel “), and they passed
that night in it. Then (it was) that a group of the controllers gathered
on the next day, and it was Saturday, and they assembled with the amir
As-Sirim, because he was the equerry of the House at that time;
and they did not rest ® until they caused him (the patriarch) to he brought
out from the prison, and they caused him to descend at the Church in
the [ldrat Zuwailah ® at Cairo (al-Kdhirah). And the monk (‘Tméd
al-Akhmimf) came to As-Sarim, and he said to him :  The amir has been
deceived, and this man (the patriarch) is sought for by the Sultan, bear
him (to him)» ™. And he (the patriarch) sat, he and his companions, eating
and drinking, and I went ® to them, and they (the guardians) beat me
and they vilified me. And As-Sirim sent to the governor (Walt) of Cairo
(al-KAhirah) that he should take him (the patriarch) and should Imprison

M Cf, R. Doz, op. cit., vol. I, p- 3720

@ Cf. Part 1, page 60, note 5.

®) = May 26th-June 2/th, Julian Style.

@ Cf. page 157, note 12.

) Lat. ¢ cease .

© Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Buruester, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 68-73.

™ I.e. to the Sultan.

® Le. the writer of this part of the biography.
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happened, and he would have carried out (his) intention. Then (it was)
that the monk Imad al-Akhmimi® who was the cause for the consecration ®
of the patriarch, and it was he who had arranged with the Sultan @ for
the three thousand dinérs (to be paid) by the patriarchate, did not cease to
seek pretexts, so that he might carry out the letter of the Suitan Al-Malik
al-‘Adil to the governor (WAli) of Alexandria to deliver up to him the
patriarch, and to do with regard to him what the monk had said. And
he carried out the letters from the notables of the State to the governor
(Walt) of Al-Buhairah ), that he should despatch with him the bishop
of Damanhtr ® and the bishop of Fah ©. And it was his purpose to
prove against him (the patriarch) things (which) would necessitate
excommunication with the presence of the two bishops. And the governor
(al-Wali) did not permit him (to do)this, only that he should take with him
mounted two sentries @ and two bodyguards with the letters which were
with him, and he passed over to Fiah © and Damanhir ®. He took the
two bishops with him, and he entered the port (of Alexandria), and he
delivered the letter to the governor (al-WAii), and the governor (al-Walt)
commanded that the patriarch and his companions mentioned in the
Jetters should be delivered up to him. And it was the night of Sunday ®,
and the patriarch had finished the Prayer ©, and the people went out
from the church, and the patriarch was borne to a storey at which he had
descended 19, And he (the monk) took his companions (and) he committed
them to the prison, and he purposed to make an assembly at the port
(Aiexandria), but he did not manage this, because the notables of the

0) Cf, E. Awbuineav, op. cit., pp. 18-22.
@ [it. ¢ advancement .
) L. ¢ Sultanate ’.
® Cf. B. Aufrseav, op. at., p. 90.
® Cf. E. Awiwiveav, op. cit., pp. 113-116.
o Cf. Dictionnaive Géographique de l’E’g‘ypte, p 197
@ Cf. A. bz Bmerstemn Kaznmszr, Dictionnaire Arabe-Frangais, Le Caire, 1875,
vol. TII, p. 913.
® [.e. Saturday night.
® I.e. the Canonical Hours and the Service of the Evening Offering of Incense.
9 J.e, he lodged.
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Muslims (al-Muslimin) and the Christians (an-Nasérd) and the Jews
(al-Yahtd). And they began to seize the priests who (were) in Cairo
(al-K&hirah) and Cairo (Misr), those who (were) priests of the churches
in 1t. And these wretched ones undertook to be either overseers or chiefs
(of crews) of the fleet. And they used to take with them bodyguards
from the overseers, and they used to come to the wretched owners of
handicraftsmen and workers, and they caused them to go out to dig
from early morning till night, and he who had a wage weighed out for
himself (a sum of money) for the right of a substitute for the person who
would dig for him according to what was stipulated for him, from three
dirhams upwards. And there was aman, from the inhabitants of Tambadt(),
and he was an agent of the patriarch for the buildings of the inalienable
endowments, and what was the worst for the Christians (an-Naghrd)
was because he excited the governors (al-Wulét) and the superintendents 2
against them, so that he might cut off good relations with the Christians
(an-Nagérd), because he made it a livelihood. And the patriarch was
absent, and the people (were) in affliction, and it fell on the lowly
especially, because (as regards) * the scribes and the notables ®, no one
gainsaid them, and among them there was not he who had courage to
help them (the lowly), nor he who had the power to deliver them, and
they remained in this condition. And as for the Jews (al-Yahtid) they
formed a league, according to their custom, and their rich helped their
poor, and he who was unable to dig provided a substitute for himself,
and they achieved what was assigned to them and they devoted themselves
to their works. And the elder (a3-Saikh) as-San{ ar-Réhib, the afore-
mentioned, was dismayed and pained by what had befallen the priests,
and he did not find him who would support him nor him who would
assist him, because he secluded himself at the Church of Abba (Abty)
Sergius (Sargah) @, and had left the services of the Sultan on account of
Tahir Bey (Bek). And had he been employed, nothing of this would have

() Cf. E. Amirineav, op. cit., pp. 479-480.
& Cf. R. Dozy, op. eit., vol. I, p. 736.
®) Lit. ¢ lords of prestige ’.

® Cf. page 153, note 2.
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had taken from them what he needed. And the troops were completed
in the lands of Egypt (al-Misriyah), and there did not remain at Damascus
(Dimagk) ! except a few amirs whom Al-Malik al-Gawadd had chosen
for his assistance and his attendance. And the Sultan Al<Adil had
caused to be brought the Bedouins (al-Urbén), in order to take from
them oaths and fealty ; and they had multiplied at Cairo (al-Ké&hirah)
to such an extent that they were in it about two thousand horsemen,
and the people were in dread of them until the troops arrived. And he
(Al-“Adil) gave to them robes of honour and they sware and they departed.
And he gave robes of honour to the amirs who arrived, and they arrived
with the wealth, and engines of war @ in their divisions. And the people,
after the death of the Sultan, detested the money and transactions with
it, and in the two cities ® there were two rates, a rate for the silver
(dirhams) and a rate for the (paper) money, and this ( condition ended,
that every paper dirham (was) at two dirhams (in) coinage, and the
silver dirham (was) at six dirhams (in) coinage. And (some) of them
(the people) were beaten and paraded ignominously, but they did not
desist. Then, after this, they began to sell them (the dirhams) by the ratl
at one paper dirham and a half paper dirham every rafl. And there occurr-
ed in the evening of Wednesday, the first of (the month of) Bat’tinah ®,
a great rain, the like of it had not been seen at such a time of the year,
and it continued for a period of the night, and there was with it lightning
and fearful thunder, and this was among all its © wonders. Then (it was)
that they returned to begin completing the construction of the wall at
the two cities ® from the side of the river ? and the Canal ®), and they
returned to force all the people to dig the foundations, from among the

M Cf. page 163, note 5.
@ Cf, R. Dozy, op. cit., vol. I, p. 618.
@ J.e. Cairo (al-Kéhirah) and Cairo (Misr).

@ Lit. < the .
® = May 26th, Julian Style.
© Lit. = the ".
O Lit. ¢ sea .

® Cf. D. Russews, op. eit., pp. 279-280.
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its conquest, likewise; and this affair was painful for him®W. And the
inhabitants of Damascus (Dimask) ® loved him out of their loyalty to his
father, but this did not avail anything. And the senior amirs and the
ministers took Al-Malik al-Gawdd Muzzafar ad-Din [I]bn Mamdéd [I]bn
Abi Bakr [I]bn Alytb, and he was the son of the brother of the deceased
Sultan, and they delivered up to him Damascus (Dimagk) ), and they
made him a commander (Atdbak) of Al-Malik al-“Adil, Possessor of
Egypt (Misr), in it ®. And they delivered up to him the treasures, and
he gave both robes of honour and gifts, and ke allotted fiefs. And he
was generous (and) of good character, and he gained the hearts of the
amirs and the soldiers, and the people loved him, only there was dearness
at Damascus (Dimask) ®. And it was (that), when the news of the death
of the Sultan reached Egypt (Misr), and the people were assured of it,
everyone sought corn, and he was sparing of it, and they imagined that
afterwards there would oceur a siege. And prices rose, until the ardab
(of corn) reached thirty dirhams, and barley, eighteen dirhams, and
beans (al-Fdl) like it. And the sale of corn was completely forbid-
den, * except to the millers, according to the quantity of their grain.
And the people remained in affliction, and wheat was not obtainable
nor bread, and at every shop there was a crowd, so that no one was able
to pass to it. And the bodyguards of the governors (al-Wuldt) (were)
at the shops of the bakers, and bread was not sold to anyone, except by
ration, and this continued for the space of a week W, until the corn was
released for the people, (and) they bought it, and it became cheap ; and
imported merchandise multiplied, and the people were tranquillized
from what they had been. And the patriarch had turned to Alexandria
during Lent ©), some days before the arrival of this news. And after this,
the troops from Syria (a'”s—Sém) arrived in succession, one after the other,
and the treasures came with the ministers, after that Malik al-Gawad

@ Le. Al-Malik an-Nésir,
@ Cf. page 163, note 5.
®) I.e. Damascus,
) Lit. « a week of time °.
®) Lit. ¢ the Fast °.
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Kihak 1), and Emesa (f]ims) © and Aleppo (Halab) ® did not enter into the
oath. And sickness again spread among the people, as in previous years,
and many people @ died. And the Sultan resided at Damascus (Dima%k) 8),
and his power©® became great, and he resolved to go out to take Aleppo
(Halab) ®, and he equipped the troops for this, and he fell sick in the
meanwhile, and he died on the eve of Thursday ), the fifteenth of
(the month of) Baramhét ¥ which corresponded to the twenty-fourth of
(the month of) Ragab exactly of the year six hundred and thirty-five 1.
And the period of his sojourn at Damascus (Dimask) ) was one hundred
and one days. And the ministers were in charge of his affair and not one
of his kinsfolk nor his associates of the amirs passed to him, and he did
not bequeath anything. And they kept secret the matter of his death,
and they feigned that he was sick, and that he had ordered that the
amirs should swear allegiance to his son, and that the Sultanate (should be)
for him after him. And he was the youngest son 1t who (was) in Egypt
(Misr), and they all sware. And when their (swearing) allegiance was
finished, they divulged the news of his death, and some of them repented.
And he who did not swear allegiance, did not swear allegiance, and he
was Al-Malik an-Nigir Ibn al-Mu‘azzam who had been Possessor of
Damascus (Dimagk) @), whom the sultan had caused to ride in Gairo
(al-K4hirah) (in) the retinue of the Sultanate, (as) a commander (Atdbak).
And this (was) his son to whom allegiance had been given, and whom he
(Al-Malik al-K&mil) had caused to ride in Damascus (Dimagk) ® after

(1
(2

= November 30th, Julian Style.
Cf. page 157, note 5.

® Cf. P.K. Hrrm, History of Syria, pp. 564-566.
™ Lat. ¢ creatures .

® Cf. page 163, note 5.

Lit. ¢ affair °.

I.e. Wednesday night.

= Aprii 10th, Julian Style.

© L4t ¢ at the number ’.

#®) J.e. of the Higrah = 1237-1238 A.D.

ay Je, Al-Adil TT, 1238-1240 A.D.

(6,

(7

(8;
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of it. Then, after that, they returned to the patriarch with the demand @),
and they said : ¢ This ® (was) thy companion and thou knewest of that®®
and didst approve (of it)». And the end of the matter (was) that they
mmposed on him five hundred dinArs more. And it resulted @ (that)
there was claimed from him one thousand, five hundred dinArs, and he
paid them off. And as for Bah4, he remained under arrest for some days,
until he should pay off what was claimed from him, so that (it was) that
he, the wretched man reached * the condition that he sought (money)
from the people. And after that, when it was known that there did not
remain to him anything, he was cast into the dungeon ; and as for the
slave, his hand was cut off. Then (it was) that our Sire, the Sultan,
departed from Cairo (al-K4hirah), going towards Damascus (Dimask) ©),
on Thursday, the eighteenth of (the month of) Bibah ®) in this year,
and he reached it, and he descended at it, and he besieged it, and the
lighting was fierce for it from within and from without for some days.
And the messenger of the Calif (al-Khalifat) was a man called Ibn al-
Gézt, and he mediated between the Sultan and 7 his brother who was
m it ), and he was Al-Malik as-Salih Ghazt. And they became reconciled
on the condition that he (the Sultan) should give to Al-Malik (as-Sélih
Ghézt) together with Busrd ©, his fortress which he had at Ba‘albek
(Ba‘alabakk) 19, and other lands. And he delivered up to the Sultan
Al-Malik al-KAmil the city of Damascus (Dimagk) ® and he passed over
to it m the daytime of Wednesday, the fourth of (the month of)

) Le. for the thousand dinérs.

@ I.e, Baha.

® Le. the theft,

® Lit. ¢ it happened .

® Cf. B. Messterman, op. cif., pp. 578-597.

© = October 15th, Julian Style.

™ Lit. « and between °.

® I.e. Damascus.

@ Gf. P.K. Hirri, History of Syria, pp. 598-599.

4o Cf. P.K. Hrrr, History of Syria, pp. 310-316 and S. Lane-Poors, A History
of Egypt, p. 229.
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remained owing by the patriarch three hundred gold dinirs. And
Al-Asasd was informed of this and a quarrel occurred between W the
patriarch and him on account of a matter (which is) not known. And
he agreed with this monk®, and he made detailed lists, with the names
of those from whom the patriarch had taken simony (xetporovia)
and other than it through his (Al-Asa‘d’s) own hand during the period
of his companionship with him up till he separated from him; (and)
they (the lists) included (a statement of) nine thousand and two hundred
dindrs. And both of them took them (the lists), and they went up with
them to the Citadel ®, and there were copies (of them). And the amir
Nir ad-Din [I]bn al-Amir Fakhr ad-Din UthmAn, the equerry of the
House, received a copy and the judge Al-Asa‘d al-Faizi, the wazir, received
a copy. And both of them sent to bring the patriarch into the presence
of Ar-Rahib and Al-Asa‘d, and they set them face to face. And the matter
was agreed on that the patriarch should arrange (to pay) a thousand
dinérs to the prosperous Treasury. And while he was arranging (to pay)
it, (it happened that) there was a man, a goldsmith, known as Bahd,
and he was of the companions of the patriarch, and he (it was) who
used to serve him and give hospitality to him in the days when he was
a layman ; and he had a shop in the Bazaar of the Goldsmiths ¥ in Cairo
(al-Kahirah). And it happened that a slave stole from the Citadel ¥ gold,
and he went down with it to the shop of this Bahd, and he delivered it to
him, and he received for it a sum (of money). Then (it was) that this
mentioned goldsmith dealt with some of the gold and melted it down.
And when it was known in these days about the slave that he had received
the money, he was seized and he was beaten and he was put to the
torture, and he confessed with regard to the mentioned Bah4. And he
(Bah4) was taken, and he was put under surety, and he was dishonoured
thereby, and the greater part of the gold was recovered from him ; and
he lost all what he had possessed, as a compensation for what was missing

M Lit. ¢ between the patriarch and between him ’.
@ Lit. ¢ papers .

® Cf. D. RusseLL, op. cit., pp. 195-210.

® Cf. D. RussewL, op. cit., p. 154.
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measure, in this year, in the daytime of Thursday, the thirteenth of
(the month of) Misrd (0, and it was the Feast of the Transfiguration on
Mount Thabor (Ttr Thabtr)®. And it was *an early Nile (an-Nil),
and its increase came in succession, and prices were cheap and things
were to be found and (they were) cheap to an extreme, and the people
(were) in great prosperity with abundant good things. Then the year
nine hundred and fifty-four @ entered, and the water increased until
it reached twenty-three fingers above ninteen cubits. And it was, when
it reached eighteen fingers above nineteen cubits, (that) the Sultan — may
his victory be empowered ! — ordered that it (the news) should not be
proclaimed, but individuals knew this from the reports @ which were
sent to the Sultan every day. And the news arrived from Damascus
(Dimask)® that Al-Malik al-Asraf had died ®, but this was not authenticat-
ed until they came to offer condolence for him, and there was made for
him a repast in his memory, and the affair was noised abroad. Then
(it was) that ‘Tmdd ar-Réhib al-Mirsad who was the cause for the con-
secration 7) of the patriarch ® and had become an enemy to him, when he
dismissed him, assembled with a person called Al-Asa’d [A]bd "1-Karam,
the grandson ! of the sister of the late patriarch 19, And this patriarch 1)
had chosen him, and had made him his confident, and all what he 012
used to receive (was) through his #2 hand, and he acknowledged hefore
the assembly several times that (he was) satisfied with his 12 words, and
that all what he had received (was) through his "2 hand, and that there

M = August 6th, Julian Style.

@) The traditional site of the Transfiguration of Qur Lord, cf. B. MeistErmany,
Guide de Terre Sainte, pp. 510-518.

® Te. 954 A M. = 1237 A.D.

@ Lit. ¢ papers °,

@ Cf. page 154, note 6.

@ Cf. S. Lave-Poor, A History of Egypt, p. 229.

@) Lit. « advancement .

® I.e. Cyril III.

©) Lat. ¢ the son of the son ’.

o) I.e. John VI, 1189-1216 A.D,

“n e, Cyril III.

% T.e. Al-Asatd Abt ’1-Karam.

*Fol. 324v°
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Abba (Anb4) Cyril (Kirullus), (is) my brother, but this devil @ hath cast
(dissension). between us and he hath divided the Church, and he hath
nothing to do with me», meaning the metropolitan (al-Mutrdn). And
they departed from him, and he sent to them, and he asked them to
lodge with him. And the bishop refused, and he said : «I am staying
with the metropolitan (al-Mutrdn), and I am unable to depart from him,
except with his permissiony. And the Patriarch of the Syrians (as-Suryédn)
was angered at this, and he returned the gift, and he interdicted the
metropolitan (al-Mufrén), and he did not see the bishop again face to
face. And as for the metropolitan (al-Mu(rén), (it was) that he sought
help from the Franks (al-Afrang), and he made friends with a group of
them, and he ministered in the churches of the Copts (al-Kibt), he and
his people. And it was said that the Franks (al-Afrang) obtained his
signature that his confession (was) their confession and his creed (was)
their creed, and that this was a custom for them, that no one of the races
(yévos) should minister except after this. And the Bishop of Al-Khandak @
and those who were with him separated themselves (from him) on bad
terms. Then (it was) that the Sultan — may his victory be empowered I —
equipped the troops in succession, and he began to send out troops and
to follow them with others. And, in these days, news arrived that the
Tartars (at-Tatar) had descended upon Arbela (Irbil)® and had taken
it by the sword; and it is said that they slew in its mosque (GAma’)
seventy thousand souls, but the fortress remained impregnable for them.
And they marched to the Possessor of Mosul (al-Matisil) ), and its possessor
yielded to them, and he bore to them the ransom and supplies and
provisions, because between them ) there was a distance of not less
than a day. And the news from the East and the West indicated that
conditions were confused. And the blessed Nile (an-Nil), came up to its

¢) [.e. the metropolitan consecrated by the patriarch Gyril III.

@ Cf, page 159, note 11.

® Cf. P.K. Hirm, History of Syria, p. 234 and R. Grouvsser, L’Empire du Levant,
Carte 20.

@ Cf. R. Grousser, op. cit., Carte 20.

@) Lst, « between them and between him °,
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Jerusalem ) and the Littoral ® and Syria (aﬁ—éém) up to the districts
of the Euphrates (al-Furét), and he despatched him thither. And some
of the archons (4pxwv) resented this, and they said : «This is what is
not licit, because these lands belong to the Throne of Antioch (Antakiah),
and the two Sees? (are) one, and there will occur through this a division
and it will not conform to custom». And the patriarch did not pay heed,
but he consecrated @ him, and he gave to him jurisdiction in all those
lands, even in the lands of the Franks (al-Afrang) @, and he sent him.
And when it was the Feast of the Holy Resurrection ®, Abba (Anb4)
Ignatius (Aghndiius), Patriarch of the Syrians (as-Sury4n) @), arrived at
Jerusalem @ and the Catholicos ®), Patriarch of the Armenians (al-Arman).
And when this news arrived, the patriarch ©) prepared for the Patriarch of
the Syrians (as-Suryin) a gift 1 of Egypt (Misr), and he sent with it the
Bishop of Al-Khandak ) and one of the priests 12 of Egypt (Misr). And
when they reached Jerusalem (), the news came to the Patriarch of their
arrival and he went out to meet them with gospels and censers and crosses,
and he received them with him. And the Bishop of Al-Khandak (") went
to the Patriarch of the Syrians (as-Sury4n), (and) he assembled with
him and he greeted him, and he gave to him the letter of the father, the
patriarch (9, and his present. And it was aloe-wood incense and two hand-
towels (uavdfhiov) and an ebony staff. And he kissed them, and he
drew nigh to them 3), and he said to them : ( The father, the patriarch

() Lit. « the Holy House .

@ Cf. R. Grouvsser, L’Empire du Levant, pp. 206-208.

@ I.e. the Monophysite Sees of Antioch and Jerusalem.

® Lit. ¢ advanced °.

® Cf, page 109.

) Ie. Easter.

() Le. Ignatius II, Patriarch of Antioch, 1222-1253 A.D.

® The Arabic reads _k:2USJl (sic) which probably stends for ¢ Catholicos ’.
® I.e. the Patriarch Cyril TII. :
@) Lat. ¢ a gift of the gifts *.

a0 Cf, E. Amérineav, op. et., pp. 220-221.

0% Tat. ¢ a priest of the priests °,

(%) Le. the bishop of Al-Khandak and the priest.
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a tower and two or three curtains, and among them (were) those who
took two towers according to their ability, and they decorated them
with their equipment and their banners and their weapons and wonderful
pictures and strange machines. And everyone was wishing to excel the
other, and it was an admirable, wonderful affair. And as for the Citadel "),
no one decorated it, except the Sultan and his attendants and his servants
who were dwelling (there). And the enclosure of the church of the
Island @ had fallen down, and the river ® had taken away the garden
which it had and some of the chapels @ of the upper part, and there was
fear for the mosque (al—éama‘) which was at it, and it is the Nilometer
(al-Miky4s) ®. And the order of the Sultan went out to the governor
(al-Wlt) of Cairo (Misr) that he should authorize the patriarch to build
them. And he descended at them and he provided for them and (re-)built
them. And it was said that he spent on them a thousand dinérs, and their
building (was) by his (the patriarch’s) order; (and) a hall at the river ©
with windows, and (it was made) with great eagerness, (and) we shall
not see * better than it. And he (the patriarch) celebrated the Divine
Liturgy at it (the church), and he sat on the synthronus (cvrfporos),
and there was read on it the Prologus (wpédoyos) ©), and he took it
(the church) from the bishop of Gizah (al—Gizah) 7, and it became the
patriarchate, and he resided at it. And, likewise, the monasteries in all
the lands of Egypt (al-Misriyat), he made them all patriarchal, and he
did not give to a bishop jurisdiction, except in the churches of the cities
alone. Then (it was) that he consecrated ® a metropolitan (Mutrén) for

™ Cf. D. Russews, op. cit., pp. 195-210.

® [.e. the Island of Rodah,

® Lit. ¢ sea .

@ Lit. ¢ churches "

® For the Mosque of the Nilometer on the Island of Rodah, cf. S. Lane-Poot,
The Story of Cairo, p. 253.

® For the term Prologus, cf. O.H.S. KHS-Buruester, The Rite of Consecration of
the Patriarch of Alexandria, Cairo, 1960, pp. 80 and 89.
™ Cf. E. Amkuineav, op. cit., pp. 190-191.
® Lit. ¢ advanced "
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they reached Caesarea (Kaisarfah) (), and it is the seat 2 of the kingdom
of the Rtm @ for the Muslims (al-Muslimin). And it happened on their
arrival, that the mentioned King of the Rim (ar-Rtm) @ died, and they
did not assemble with him, and there sat on his throne his son, and he
set free the captn es who were with him of the troops of Egypt (Misr)
and Syria (as—bam) whom his father had taken captive at the mentioned
time. Then (it was) that our Sire, the Sultan —may God empower his
victory ! —released the captives who were with him, all of whom he
had taken from the fortresses which he had taken back from the Rim
(ar-Rm) ®,  And the news was confirmed about the opposition of
Al-Malik al-Asraf to our Sire, the Sultan, and there agreed with him on
this the Possessor of Emesa (Ifims)® and the Possessor of Hamah
(Hamah) © and the majority of the kings of the Fast to the extent that
he (Al-Malik al-Asraf) expelled his (the Sultan’s) representatives who
were at Damascus (Dimask) @), and he took his stores which were in it
and the stores of the son of his brother Al-Malik an-N4sir, the Possessor
of Le Crac de Moab (al-Karak)®, because he was under obedience to
the Sultan Al-Malik al-K&mil ; and he (the nephew) came to serve him
in Cairo (al-Kéhirah) the protected on Friday, the second of (the month of)
Abib © of this year. And the day of his passing through was a remarkable
day, because the two cities 1 were decorated, and the walls from the
Bab an-Nagr 1) up to the Citadel the protected 2. And every amir took

) In Cappadocia.

® Le. the capital.

@ This would be Kay-Kubad, Seljuk Sultan of Rim (Asia Minor), ef. S. Lane-
Poove, A History of Egypt, p. 229.

@ Le. the Seljuk Sultan of Rtim (Asia Minor).

© Cf. P.K. Hirri, History of Syria, pp. 307-308.

© Gf. R, Grouvsser, L’Empire du Levant, Carte 1.

? Cf. page 154, note 6.

® Cf. R. Grousser, L’Empire du Levant, Carte 5.

@ = June 26th, Julian Style.

9 Le. Cairo (al-K4hirah) and Cairo (Misr).

Y Cf. D, Russeir, Medieval Cairo and the Monasteries of the Wadi *n-Nagrim, pp. 171-
172.

0 Cf, D. RussewL, op. cit., pp. 195-210.
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did not write the letters, and he did not do anything. Then sickness
befell the people and death, as in the Tax (year)®,* and more severe, and
this continued, and many people died, and the patriarch became seriously
sick and he drew nigh in it (the sickness) unto death, and God granted
to him health. Then (it was) that the Sultan — may God empower his
victory ! — returned from his journey to Cairo (al-K&hirah) the protected
on the twenty-second of (the month of) Kihak 2, triumphantly supported,
and he went out to the port of Damietta (Dumydt) @ the protected on the
twentieth of (the month of) Amsir (¥, at which he stayed for a time.
Then he transferred to the port of Alexandria, and he remained at it for
a while, and it was his purpose to remain at it for a long time, because
it is nice in summer, (and) he had arranged in it a house, the like of
which not one of the kings had seen; but an affair occurred, and it
compelled him to depart from it and to come to Cairo (al-Kéhirah) the
protected. And it was that his brother Al-Malik al-Airaf, Possessor of
Damascus (Dimask) ®) and Singar (Singér)©, changed his heart (towards
him) and hatred occurred between them 7, and he (Al-Malik al-Kamil)
returned to arrange this affair. And a messenger of the Calif (al-
Khalifat) had arrived from Baghdad (Bagh dad)®, and he was a jurisconsult
of its notables, and he came to the Sultan to Damietta (Dumyat) ®. And
he assembled with him with the object of making peace with the King
of the Rtum @ between both of whom there was warfare. And the Sultan
sent with him a messenger on his behalf, and they both journeyed until

@ Cf. P. Cassnova, ¢ Makrizi : Description Historique et Topographique de
'Egypte, chapter entitled « Concordance de 1'Année Khar4dji (Fiscale) des Coptes
avec 1’Année Hilili (Lunaire) des Arabesy, in Mém. Inst. Frang. Arch. Orient. du Caire,
t. III, pp. 66-101.

® — December 18th, Julian Style.

® Cf. E. Améuneav, op. cit., pp. 116-117.

® — February 14th, Julian Style.

® Cf. page 154, note 6.

@ For Singar, cf. S. Lane-Poowe, Saladin, p. 165.

™ Cf. S. Lase-Poows, A History of Egypt, p. 229.

® Cf. P.K. Hirm, History of Syria, p. 536.

® This would be Kay-Kubid, Seljuk Sultan of Rtim (Asia Minor), cf. S. Lae-
Poore, A History of Egypt, p. 229.
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They said to him : « Thy taking simony (xesporonfz) for the priesthoods.
And he said : « We have to acquit the money of the Sultany. And they
said to him : ¢And what compelled thee to be under obligation for the
money to the Sultan?» He said : « (It was) ye who decided the money
for the king». They said : (It was not specified for thee to incur it @,
nor what the patriarchate forced upon thee, but thou didst exert thyself
for it, and thou didst solicit it, and up to to-day thou hast striven for it
twenty years, and thou hast ruined our Churchy. He said : «I have not
ruined your Church, but I have built it up; and there did not remain
in it a bishop, and there are in it to-day fifty bishops, and of priests,
their number is not to be counted». And the conversation increased
and decreased between them, (and) the end of the affair (was) that he
(the patriarch) sware that the sum which (was due) to the Sultan had
not been paid off till now, and that there remained of it up to that hour
three hundred dindrs. They said to him : ¢And other bishops take
simony (yeiporovia)». He said : «And who approves of this for the
bishops? By God, it has not reached me that any bishop © has taken simony
(xsiporovia), and these my letters go through the land to this (effect)».
They said ®) : (And thou ordainest the children of a second (marriage)» .
He said : ¢Show me a canon (xavey) in which they are excluded from
the priesthood». They said : ¢ (It is) the custom of our church and what
1s followed by the tradition of our fathersy. He said : «I am in agreement
with you about this, that it is a custom for you, not a divine law or a
legislation». They said : «And we desire letters (to be sent) to the two
districts, the southern and the northern © to forbid simony (yetporovia)
and to stop the ordination of children of a wife of a second husbandy.
He said : «I will write them and will send them to you». And the council
separated without anything (having been done), and he (the patriarch)

) Lit. ¢ enter into it °.

@ Lit. < a bishop of the bishops .

“ The MS. reads by error «He said».

® In the Coptic Church the children of a second marriage are excluded from
ordination.

@ Ie. Upper and Lower Egypt.
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nor an enemy, but he remained aside, except that he multiplied visits
to the church of Abba (Abd) Sergius (Sargah) ¢ and to meetings with the
elder (aéwéaikh) As-Sant, the monk. And the patriarch had forbidden
that a monk should reside in a city or in the Rif @), except during the days
of harvesting, not otherwise ; and the conditions continued thus. Then
the news arrived that the troops of the Rtim (ar-Rim) ® had gone out
and had come to Harran (Harrén)® and (that) they had burned the
hostel which (was) on its outskirts, and (that) they had taken captives
and had pillaged ; and (that) they had returned and had descended at
Amid ® (and) had besieged it. And the blessed water (of the Nile)
increased, and the people were assured thereby. And the command of
the Sultan came to bring out the troops, and there were not present of
them, except a few of the soldiers and some amirs, since all were in the
service of the Sultan at Damascus (Dimagk) ©. And they were equipped,
and they went out marching in succession in tens and fifteens, and more
or less, and they were weak, (and) they had nothing (to eat) through the
deficiency of their bakeries. And the price of cereals diminished, and
the situation continued thus. And there entered the year nine hundred
and fifty-three (7, and the blessed Nile (an-Nil) reached to eighteen cubits
and eight fingers, and the prices decreased and good things were found
in abundance. Then (it was) that a group of the archons (dpywr)
assembled, and they went up to the father, the patriarch, at the Church
Al-Mu‘allakah ®), and they said to him : ¢ Until when wilt thou do these
things by which thou hast made us an opprobrium among the nations
and the peoples?» . He said to them : « What are these (things)?»

U (f. page 153, note 2.
® Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Buruester, ¢ The Rif of Egypt’, in Orientalia, vol. VIII,
fase. 1-2, pp. 96-119.
% Ie. the Seljuk Sultanate of Rim in Asia Minor.
9 Cf. P.X. Hirni, History of Syria, map ou page 165.
® Cf. R. Grousser, L’ Empire du Levant, Carte 7.
© Cf, B. Muistermann, Guide de Terre Sainte, pp. 578-597.
7 Le. 953 AM.= 1237 A.D.
% Cf. page 150, note 2.
Cf. Ezekiel, V, 14.
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them ) at the Church of Abba (Abt1) Sergius (Sargah) @ in Cairo (Misr),

and he used not to obey the patriarch nor to assemble with him nor to
agree to anything of his works. And the patriarch used not to come to
the mentioned church, and there was nothing in it for him, except the
mention of his name in the Divine Liturgies and the Prayers and nothing
else. And he (As~San?) used to say : «If it were not for the order of the
Sultan, I would forbid him who mentions his name in this church (to do so),
because this one is not a patriarch, but he is a lessee of the patriarchate
from the Sultan, and the Sultan is not to be opposed», and he used to
mention things by which he criticized adversely and menaced (the
patriarch). And in these days, he (the Sultan) ordered to be dug the side
of the river @, at the bank, that he might lay in it the foundations of
the wall which he had ordered to be built at Cairo (Migr) and Cairo
(al-K&hirah) . And he sent to the patriarch, and he ordered him that
he should bring his companions and dig with the people. And he set
apart for him a place amounting in length to one hundred cubits for the
depth of the foundations. And all the people had come, the amirs and
the notables and the governors (al-Wulit) and the rest of the people ;
and (as regards) the Jews (al-Yahtid), they brought them out with the
bringing out of the Christians (an-Nagrd). And the people became
ashamed, and they came from every place, and they dug, and they
remained thus nearly a month ; then they finished the work and they
rested. And the patriarch used to provide for them with regard to what
they ate and they drank; and he ceased taking simony (xetporovia),
or it was little and rarely. And the prices decreased and things were to
be found, and safety was general in the lands. And as for the elder
(aé—Saikh) Nis al-Khilafat Abtt (Ab4) "I-Fatdh, (it was) that the patriarch
had gone to his dwelling at night and had passed the night * with him,
and this had made an impression on him, and he became neither a friend

"W Le. the group which was opposed to the patriarch Gyril IIT.

® Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Burmesrer, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 18-23.

©) Lit. ¢ sea’,

@ Cf. S. Laxe-Poors, A History of Egypt, p. 230.

*Fol. 323 »*
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Benjamin (Banyimin) . But the monks became enraged at this, and
they came with the crutches ® and they broke some of the lamps (xavdifhiov)
of the church, but the patriarch did not pay any attention to them, and
he completed his work, and he went out to his cell (xediov) in which
he passed the night. And when it was morning, he prayed in it (the cell)
the Prayer of the First Hour of Good Friday ®. And when the monks
had assembled and had come to him, they made an obeisance (perdvosa)
to him, and they besought that he should forgive to them their error,
and they submitted to every condition (he might lay) upon them, and
they had habits from which he removed them. And he came to the church,
and he rejoiced, and he accomplished the Feast®, and he ordained
him who wished to be ordained, only the ordination (fee) was a necessity
on account of what remained of the sum owing to the Sultan. Then he
(the patriarch) turned to the port of Alexandria, and he stayed at it for
a time, and there occurred for him in it what had occurred in the Monastery
with its priests. Then they returned to obedience and to what was
agreed on by the group. And this patriarch had strength of soul and
patience and forbearance, and he did not pay attention to anything
of what occurred. Then he returned to Cairo (Misr), after he had passed
through the towns of (the Province of) Al-Gharbiah ©, and most of
Lower Egypt (al-Wagh al-Bahari), and had visited its churches. And
the Sultan —may his victory be empowered ! —was staying in Syria
(aé—éﬁm). And the elder (aé—éaikh) As-Sant, the monk, (was) with

() For the Sanctuary of Benjamin at the Monastery of Saint Macarius, cf. H.G.
Everys Warte, The Monasteries of the Wadi ‘n-Nawrin, vol. II, pp. 300-301 and
vol. III, pp. &1-45, and O.H.E. KHS-Burmesrer, The Egyptian or Coptic Church,
pp- 220-234.

® These are placed under the arm by the monks to obtain support during the
long hours of the Office.

® (f. O.H.E. KHS-Burumster, ¢ Le Lectionnaire de la Semaine Sainte’, in
Patrologia Orientalis, t. XXV, fasc. 2, pp. 328 [280]-348 [300].

& I.e. Raster.

©) Cf. Part 1, page 144.

® Cf. B, Awiuxesv, La Géographie de ULgypte & UEpogque Copte, pp. 186-
187,
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and no one should oppose another — these are subject(s) of the Sultan
and ye know (it), and if this prayer-house (al-Masgid) is poor, I will
support it, only violation by anyone of another’s rights is not permitted .
And the Muslims (al-Muslimtin) went away and they gathered among
them something W, and they whitened the prayer-house (al-Masgid),
and they made at it a stone-bench (Mastabah) and they whitened it,
and nothing happened from them except good. And the Christians
(an-Nasérd), during all this period, were (living) with the Muslims
(al-Muslimin) in great equity and considerable respect and common
good-feeling, and may God — praised be He! — preserve their days
and make victorious their Sultan, and he in our Sultan, and their ImAm,
and he is our shepherd. And after this, the father, the patriarch turned
to the Monastery of Abba (Abt) Macarius (Makér) @ in the sixth week
of the Holy Lent 9, and with him * a body of the bishops of Lower Egypt
(al-Wagh al-Bahart), and of the priests and of the deacons, and a great
multitude. And he (the patriarch) had obtained release by the Sultan
Al-Malik al-‘Adil, of some of the ointment of balsam @, and he (the
Sultan) commanded it for him. And he (the patriarch) took it with him,
and he went to the Monastery @, and he celebrated the Divine Liturgy
on Maundy Thursday ® according to the rule and the custom. And
there was with him a great company of the priests of Cairo (al-K&hirah)
and Cairo (Misr), and the districts. And he wished to appease their
hearts by consecrating © them (the Holy Oils) in the Sanctuary of

() Ie. some money.

“ Cf. 0.F.A. Mewarovs, Monks and Monasteries of the Egyptian Deserts, pp. 160-210
and O.H.E. KHS-Burmester, 4 Guide to the Monasteries of the Widy “n-Nayriin, pp. 28-
40,

® Lgt. + Fast .

“ For the balsam-trees which once grew at Al-Matarfah (Cairo), ef. O.F.A.
Merxanous, In the Steps of the Holy Family, Cairo, 1963, pp- 8 and 32-35. Balsam
is one of the essential ingredients in the preparation of the Chrism, cf, Arv. van
Lantscroor, ¢ Le MS. Vatican Copte &4 et le Livre du Chréme (ms. Paris arabe 100)°,
in Le Muséon, t. XLV, pp- 181-234.

® Lit. ¢ the Great Thursday ’.

© Cf. G. Grar, Verzeichnis Arabischer Kirchlicher Termini, Louvain, 1954, p. 70.

* Folsi322wve
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imprisoned him; and intercession came from some of the notables of
the Muslims (al-Muslimin) to the patriarch on his account, but he
(the patriarch) refused to have him brought out. And the muezzins
(al-Mu’adhdhintin) of the old mosque (al-Gama') at Cairo (Misr) banded
together and they (were) a great multitude. And they began to gather
in groups and to come to the mentioned prayer-house (al-Masjid, and
they called to prayer altogether, so that the quarter was troubled by them,
and complaint of their action was made to the judge GamAl ad-Din [I]bn
al-Mathl{, the possessor of the Diwén of Imprisonment (al-Ahbds). And
he ordered that mo (one) should call to prayer in the prayer-house
(al-Masgid), except one muezzin (Mwadhdhin), and the affair resulted
in the closing of the mentioned prayer-house (al-Masgid). And the
common Muslims (al-Muslimin) gathered together, and they came in
an innumerable crowd to the door of the prayer-house (al-Masgid), and
they broke the locks which were on it, and they ascended to the minaret,
and they shouted for assistance ) and they jabbered ; and there assembled
at the door of the Church Al-Mu‘allakah @ a crowd not to be counted,
and the souls of the faithful were afraid. And it was the first Sunday
of Lent ¥, and the patriarch was vested, and he was at the Divine Liturgy
(al-Kuddas), and he celebrated the Liturgy (Kuddds) of Cyril (Kirullus) “,
and the governor came, and he sent away the people, and the affair
ended well. And the majority of the crowd went to the Amir Gamél
ad-Din [I]bn Yaghmdr, the representative of the Sultan, and they
complained to him and they said : «O our Sire, the prayer-houses
(al-Maségid) are closed, and the churches are open!» And he said :
«This conversation is not to be heard, but all must be open ; and he who
desires the prayer-house (al-Masgid), let him go up to it, and he who
desires the church, let him go up to it, only none should be harmed

1) Le. from God.

@ Cf. O.H.E. KHS-Buruzster, A Guide to the Ancient Coptic Churches of Cairo,
pp. 23-31.

® Lit. ¢ the Fast’,

@ Cf, E.F. Bucaryan, Liturgies Eastern and Western, pp. 144-188. This Liturgy,
though extremely rarely celebrated nowadays, is used especially in Lent.




And there was among the rights of the mentioned storey a terrace * at
the side of the prayer-house (al-Masgid), and it was exposed to the
prayer-house (al-Masgid). And the patriarch wished to make a covering
over 1t, and the mentioned muezzin (al-Mt’adhdhin) forbade him. And
when it (the covering) was made, he (the muezzin) went up (and) he
demolished it and he removed (it), and they did not remain on good
terms (), And it happened that the patriarch went out to Miniat Surad @
to celebrate at it the feast of the Mistress ® on the twenty-first day of
(the month of) Tdbah . And the mentioned storey was unoccupied,
and, in the morning, he who had with him the keys of the cell (xexrion),
went up to it, and he found the doors were locked from the outside (and)
secure, but the upper door had been broken, and another place had
been broken through, and the door of the wardrobe was deprived of 1ts
panel, and there was there much raiment. And the patriarch came and
he did not find missing (anything), save a silver paten and a silver cross
in which was a piece of the True Cross ©); and all the raiment was safe,
and it had value. And the door-keepers came, and they testified that this
breaking through © was not made, except from the side of the prayer-
house (al-Masgid), and they informed the governor (al-WAli) about this.
And he (the governor) took the muezzin (al-Mtradhdhin) and he

@) Lit. ¢ and their souls remained without goodness *.

@ This place was in the district of Cairo and had a celebrated church dedicated
to the All-Holy Virgin Mary. It is mentioned by Al-Makrizt, cf. B.T.A. Everrs, The
Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, p. 345. This may be the modern town Mus{urud
3 s which is 3 km. west of Al-Matariah, where there is a celebrated church
dedicated to the All-Holy Virgin, cf. 0.F.A. Memarous, Christian Egypt Ancient and
Modern, 1st ed., pp. 176-177.

¢} I.e. the All-Holy Virgin Mary.

' = January 16th, Julian Style. This day is the Feast of the Falling-asleep of
the All-Holy Virgin, and it is distinct from the Feast of her Assumption on Masrt
16th = August 9th, Julian Style.

® Lit. ¢ Cross of the Crucifixion ’,

® Lit. « place .

[*Fel.321v°)
*Fol. 322 r°
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