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101."K.A.C.. CRESWELL.
A short. 'Aceount of Early Muslim,

Architecture; 1932<1940

102. HERZFELF (E)
SAMARRA. BERLIN. 19.7.




Music and singing flourished in the town. Singers and

artists came from Baghdad to Samirra with Caliphs,who used to
spend their nights listening to singers, musicians, poets and the
elete of literary people. El Motawakkll, as well as El Motamid
were fond of singing and music. El' Motamid used. to hold literary
discussions in his meeting. So, in gpite of the weakness of these

Abbaside Caliphs, they took intreest in these fine arts.




The majority of inhabitants were the Turks who had poli-
tical, as well as militaljy power. Persians were only a .minority
an-d- 's.o were Arabs, who known as Maghribis. There were big
markets for the sale of slaves, which had sidestreets, alleys and
many rooms.

Luxury in th2 houses and palaces of Samarra,
remarkable.

They were magnificently constructed and decorated. Inside

they were lavishly furnished and carpeted

Silk cushions and mattresses everywhere and the walls were

covered with the finest drapery, threaded with gold.

This overwealth was noted everywhere in the town. They
used to celebrate many feasts and occasions especially Ramadan
feast, and the Idha Feast.They also celebrated Nairouz and Mah-

rajan, which were Persian feasts.




Samarra, was a centre of trade and commerce, and the money
used was “Dirham’ ,and “Dinaar”. Dinaar was common in
circulation particularly during the second half of the third
century. Halves and quarters of dirham and dinnar were common
in the hands of people. In the third century, Abbasides minted a
new dinaar which was equal to two of the regular one.

People in their business used fractions of the dirham:; the

kirat (karat), the Habba, the danik, and the Tasooj and there

equivalents in silver. People also used ‘“sack” a kind of checks, as

well as barter in their business.

Social Life:

Samarra, was built by El Motassim taking into account soc-
ial and political considerations. Each group of Turks were given
separate housing units. Class distinctions were considered in
distributing sites and houses among people, which was very clear
in the design of the city. Leaders and upper class had their own
districts, tradesmen and labourers, and this gave the town a

special social atmosphere.




Economy :

The land of Samarra was a fertile land, supplied with water

from all sides. When it was first built by El Motassim, he

ordered irrigation canals to be dug, palm trees to be brought
from all over the cuntry, thus fruit and food were in plenty.

Irrigation projecs were given more attention in the time of
Motawakkil, and agricultureal production increased considerably.

In the time of El Motassim, tradesmen such as blacksmiths,
carpenters and stone-cutters were brought to the town. From
Egypt, paper experts were brought, from Kufa, cermic makers
and painters and other tradesment were brought. There were also
mat-makers in the town, and for all these experts and their
families, he prepared suitable housing. As a result, trades flou-

rished in Samarra, wood work, gold work.
As for the art of archeticture, Samarra,was a model for other

cities and towns.




gardens and big houses were constructed. Among the important

constructions, were the house of the Caliph, he built EI Jawsag

Palace.When El Watheq became a Caliph, he built a magnificently

decorated palace of a wonderful design, on the banks of the river
Tigris, which was khown as El Harouni Palace.

The Caliph El Motawakkil set up two more big avenues, and
built a big Mosque, which had a mineret called El Malviyya (the
spiral) to be seen from a distance besides calling people to prayer.
He also built many palaces, some of them are El Shah, El Arouse,
El Shedaz, El Badia, El Sharieb, El Borg, EI Mokhtar , El-
Wahid, El Gaafari, El kalaid, El Jawsaq, and El loloa. Near to
Samarra, he built a new town for himself, which he called El-
Motawakiliyya. He built there many splendid palaces, and a big
mosque (Abo Dalaf Mosque) which also had a Malwiyya built
after the pattern of that in Samarra No other minaret of this
type were ever built after this expect that built by Ibn Touloun

in Quatai, Egypt.




his immaturity and his inability to  run the affairs of the
country.

A state of unrest always hang over the town of Samarra du-

ring all this period, because of the constant troubles and flghts

among Turkish leaders which made Caliphs move to Baghdad
from time to time, and this was finally done in the time of El-

Motadid, the strong Caliph.

Life in Samarra:

Religions and secular archaticture:

When Abo El Abbas came to power, he ruled from the town
of El Anbar, then, in the time of Abo Gafar El Mansour, the
centre of the State was first El Hashimiyya, then Baghdad which
he founded to be the seat of Abbaside Caliphate. Samarra how-
ever, was chosen by El Motassim to be his Capital.

To build that new town, El Motassim put his helpers in
charge of the engineers, labourers and builders he brought spec-

ially for the job. Five big avenues were planned, and large




El Motamid and his brother were like equal partners in

running the affairs of the State at first, but the brother grew

more influential and gradually became the real Caliph, and after
his death, his son Abo El Abbas succeeded to the Caliphate after
the death of his nephew El Mofawad. However, immediately
after the death of El Motamid, Abo El Abbas became the Caliph,
and was called El Motadid Bellah.

The new Caliph started his reign by strengthening his posi-
tion, overshowing the Turks and regaining to the Caliphate its
old glory. This strong Caliph was respected and awed by all, no
revolts broke out, and his days passed in peace. He died in 299,
and his son El Moktafi came to power. He was more or less like
his father, and Turks had no stay in his time.

Soon Turks regained their lost power after the death of El-
Moktafi, and Abo El Fadi Ahmed; the son of El Moqgtadir became
the Caliph, when he was only thirteen, and he was also named

El Moqgtadir. During his time, things became worse because of




lems. When El Mostain felt that he was a Caliph only in  name,

he went to Baghdadto find some freedom there, but some of them
joined him, and tried to force him to go back to Samarra. When
he refused, they announced his deposal andput El Motazz in power
in Samarra This led to a war between the two, the end of which

was the abdication of El Mostain.

Turks had supreme power during the Caliphate of El Motazz,
and after a time they forced him to abdicate, bringing El Moh-
tadi to power, thus their corruption reached the outmost limit.
When this Caliph saw their mismanagement to the affairs of the
State he thought of getting rid of some of teir leaders, but they
revolted against him, and a fierce battle between the two parties

took place, the result of which was the defeat of E1 = Mohtadi

and his deposal.

El Mohtadi became the Caliph, and he sought the help of his
brother Abo Ahmed Talba, to defend the country against the
attack of El Zinj. As a reward for his services, he named him
the Iegal successor to the Caliphate after his own son Gafar or

El Mofawad.




Political Life in Samarra, till the end of the 3rd Century:

When El1 Motassim becam ethe Caliph in the year 218 of
Hijra, he dpeended on Turks in his army and assigned them
leaders. They did a world for El Motassim in subding internal
revolts, and in his wars against the Romans. They, as a result,
became so influencial that some Arab leaders thought of deposing
El Motassim and stamping out his Turkish helpers. But they
failed, with the result of the Turks having more power and
authority.

When El Wathiq succeeded his father to the Calipnate, he
followed his father’s steps, and Turks enjoyed more power in
his time. However, during the time of El Motawakkil, who came
to power in 272, they became even so more powerful, that he
tried to move his ruling capital to Damascus, but their leaders
forced him to go back to Samarra, where they started plotting
against him, by raising harted against him own son, and troubles
between the two, was the result. The end of this conflict was the
death of the Caliph, and his son El Montassir became the new toy

in Samarra. When they felt that he could bear them no longer,

they killed him and emtitled El Mostain a  Caliph for the Mos-




They even thought of grabbing authority to  themselves,

secing that they were the real helpers of Abbasides in sSpreading
their claim to the Caliphate, and afterwards in establishing
Abbaside rule.

The Persians were so strong that some of them were the Teai
authority during the early part of the Abbaside period. Thus the
seed of conflict between Arabs and Persians was first started.

Another reason was that El Motassim’s mother, whose name
was Marda, was a Turkish slave-woman who set free. Bravery
and physical strength El Motassim inherited from  his mother.
Having this Turkish blood in his veins, made him choose Turkish
soldiers as protectors and helpers in war.

When El Motassim succeeded to the Caliphate, he greatly
increased the number of Turks in his army, till their = number
amounted to about 70 thousand, which created an atmosphere of
unrest in Baghdad, and the people complained to the Calipha. El-
Motassim thought of finding some other place for his  Turkish
army to camp outside Baghdad. This place was the site of
Samarra, where he settled his army and established a new centre

of rule.




Summary of the Thesis

Political and aspects of cultural life in Samarra. in the 3rd

Century of Hejra:

The appearance of Turks and their role in the building of the

town of Samarra:

During the Ommiad period, the Arab conquest had its deep
effect on the propagation of Isiam in Mesopotamia, the district
beyond the river, where a great number of Turks became Moslems.
However during the Abbaside period, a new phase of the relation
between Arabs and Turks took place, and a greater number of the
Turks accepted Islam. They began to take their place among the
great politicans of the State.

They also formed a great proportion of the people, due to the
fact that many of them came to the Moslem territory as prisoners
of war, or through slave-traders.

Turks became a part of the Abbaside army in the time of
El Mamoun.

Latér, El Motassim used to send hisagents to Samarkand to
buy these Turks which increased their number to about 3
thousands.

One of the reasons that made El Motassim resort to the

help of these Turks, was that Persains began to be too ambitious.
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