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text has finally seen the light of day. It is our hope that before
long a translation into a European language will make available
this opus which is indeed a landmark in the intellectual life of
the Islamic world.

Wa 'Llah" a‘lam
Seyyed Hossein Nasr

Notes to the Introduction

1. SeeP.Kraus,'Raziana’, Orientalia, vol. 4, 1935, pp. 300—34; and vol. 5, 1936, pp.
35-6 and pp. 358-T8. A part of the original Arabic text of the A 'ldm al-nubuwwdh
was published by Kraus as “‘al-Munagzirat bayn Abi Hatim al-Razi wa Abi Bakr
al-Razi” in Ab@i Bakr Muhammad ibn Zakariyyd' al-Razi, Rasa'il falsafiyyah,
Beirut, 1973, pp. 291-316 (original edition as A.B. Mok. filii Zachariae Raghensis
(Razis) Opera philosophica fragmentague quae supersunt collegit ef edidit Paulus
Kraus, Cahirae, 1939,

2. Concerning the life and thought of Abfi Hatim Rz see H. Corbin (in collabora-
tion with S.H. Nasr and O. Yahya), Histoire de la philosophie islamigue, vol. 1, Paris,
1964, p. 113 and pp. 194-5; S.M. Stern, ‘ Abii Hatim al-Raz?’, in the new Encyc-
lopaedia of Islam; Nasir-e Khosrow, Kitab-e Jami' al-Hikmatain, Le Livre réunissant
les deux sagesse, ed. by H. Corbin and M. Mo'in, Tehran-Paris, 1933, pp. 128 ff.;
Corbin (ed.), Trilogie ismaélienne, Tehran-Paris, 1961, introduction; W. Ivanow, A
Guide to Ismaili Literature, London, 1933, p. 32; Ivanow, Studlies in Early Persian
Tsmailism, Leiden, 1948, p. 115 ff.; M. Mohaghegh, Filsif-i Rayy, Tehran, 1970; and
M. Mohaghegh, Bist gufiar — Twenty Treatises on Islamic Philosophy, Theology , Sects
and History of Medicine, Tehran, 1976, pp. 35-6.

3. Printed in 1957 in Egypt.
4. Edited by H. Miniichihr and about to be published by Tehran University.
5. For a history of Isma‘ili thought see the works of Corbin cited above.

6. On the position of Razi in the general history of Islamic thought see S.H. Nasr,
Three Muslim Sages, Albany (New York), 1976, pp. 17-18; Masr, Science and
Civilization in Islam, New York, 1970, pp. 46, 89, 196-207; 5. Pines, Beitrdge zur
islarnischen Atomenlehre, Berlin, 1936, pp. 34-93; and M. Mohaghegh, Filsatf-i
Rayy.

R:r, Walzer has also dealt with Razi in several places in his Greek into Arabic,
Oxford, 1962.

7. See especially Schuon, The Transcendent Unity of Religions, trans. by P. Town-
send, New York, 1975.

8. Concerning the figure of Hermes in the Islamic tradition, see 5.H. Nasr, Islamic
Studies, Beirut, 1967, chapter six.



back to its origin and which lies at the heart of the method of
both Shi‘ism and Sufism.

In response to Muhammad ibn Zakariyya'’s claim that
philosophers and scientists can gain knowledge directly and
have no need of prophets, Abti Hatim re-asserts the traditional
view according to which the source of both philosophy and of
sciences such as astronomy is divine. These sciences have
reached man through such prophets as Idris whom the Greeks
knew as Hermes.® There is a whole ‘sacred history of science’
contained in these pages which is important for those wishing to
understand how the Islamic concept of knowledge unfolded
and developed. To this is added a very interesting discussion of
language and its relation to prophecy.

In the next two chapters, Abt Hatim turns to the particular
sciences of nature, especially astronomy and pharmacology,
and reveals his extensive knowledge of them. Finally, in the last
section he returns to the exposition of the traditional concep-
tion of knowledge and tries to demonstrate how the origin of all
knowledge and wisdom (hikmah) is to be found in God, one of
whose Names is the Wise (al-Hakim).

The Arabic text of this remarkable work has been edited by
Dr. $Sawi and Dr. A‘wani on the basis of three manuscripts
which are as follows:

A A manuscript, whose microfilm is to be found in the
Tehran University Central Library, written in 1379 by
Husayn Burhanpiiri from a manuscript from India dated
1291 in the hand of Allahbakhsh Rampiri.

B This manuscript consists of two parts, the first being older
and the second being more recent, having been transcribed in
1325. It belongs to the Fyzee Collection (No. 10) in Bombay.
C The manuscript belonging to the library of the Great
Mosque in San‘d’ in the Yemen (No. 123), dated 1144.

In this case, as in the case of most other Isma‘ili works, it has
been impossible to locate manuscripts of an earlier date. The
esoteric nature of much of Isma‘ilism and its transmission by
oral means have prevented scholars in this field of research
from having access to a large number of old manuscripts.

In conclusion, we wish to congratulate the editors for their
thoroughness in correcting and editing this very difficult and at
the same time basic text. We are delighted that now the Arabic



made Muhammad ibn Zakariyya’ Razi attractive to such scho-
lars as have been influenced by modern European rationalism.
The debates were carried out in Rayy itself before the governor
(amir), the chief judge (gadial-qudat) and many other notables
of the city. In each chapter, a particular subject is chosen and
then debated. At the beginning, Muhammad ibn Zakariyya’
Razi makes certain criticisms about revelation and prophecy,
such as why one people is chosen rather than another and why
the multiplicity of religions causes enmity and war between
various nations. Abt Hatim gives extensive answers, pointing
to the differences existing between peoples who are the reci-
pients of revelation and hence the necessity for diversity of
religious forms.

Then Abu Hatim takes the offensive and attacks the teach-
ings of Razi concerning the “five co-eternals”, that is God
considered as the Demiurge, the soul, matter, time and space.
The next few chapters are devoted to a discussion of these
“co-eternals” and to other aspects of cosmology in which
Isma‘ili doctrines as expounded by Abt Hatim are used to
refute Muhammad ibn Zakariyya® s ideas.

The debate turns to prophecy once again and to discussion of
such questions as the relation between faith and reason, the
miraculous nature of the Holy Quran, true and fabricated
hadiths and the exoteric and esoteric meaning of sacred scrip-
ture. Abii Hatim answers Muhammad ibn Zakariyya’ Razi's
criticisms and displays a remarkable knowledge not only of the
Holy Quran but also the Old and New Testaments. In answer to
the criticism of the multiplicity of religions, Abti Hatim strongly
defends the transcendent unity of religions and the celestial
origin of all authentic religions. In these he includes not only the
Abrahamic traditions but also the Iranian ones such as Zoroas-
trianism and Manichaeism. A‘lam al-nubuwwah is without
doubt one of the most important Islamic works on what is
known today as comparative religion. If it were to be translated
into a European language, it would be of utmost interest to
students of comparative religion especially to those who are
attracted by the universal perspective of such traditional
authors as R. Guénon, A.K. Coomaraswamy and F. Schuon.”
Abh Hatim seeks to reveal the inner unity of religions through
recourse to the symbolic interpretation of religious doctrines,
facts and phenomena. He uses the process of ta’'wil or her-
meneutic interpretation which means literally taking something



also of philological value, the Kitab al-islah* which is a refuta-
tion of the Kitab al-mahsil of Nakhshabi and which had been
defended by Aba Ya'qub Sijistani in his Kitab al-nusrah, and
finally the A ‘lam al-nubuwwah which is without doubt his most
significant work for the general intellectual development of
Islam. The works of Abfi Hatim mark an important step in the
history of Isma‘ili theology and philosophy, linking the early
proto-Isma‘ili works associated with the name of Jabir ibn
Hayyin, the Umm al-kitab and other texts of the second/eighth
and third/ninth century with the mature, systematic exposi-
tions of the fourth/tenth and fifth/eleventh centuries.’

The interest of the A‘lam al-nubuwwah, however, extends
further than the history of Isma‘ili thought; it is integral to the
general history of Islamic thought and to the ideas of one of
Islam’s most famous figures, Muhammad ibn Zakariyya® Razi.
Islamic civilization has known this Razi over the centuries as a
master physician and competent alchemist but has rejected his
philosophy and violently repudiated certain of his theses which
denied the necessity of prophecy. Also the idea of the “five
co-eternals” and the cosmology related to it possessed some
features which were repugnant to Islamic thinkers of nearly
every bent and colour.® His philosophical works were thus
severely criticized and gradually fell into oblivion so that
despite the pioneering work of Paul Kraus, who in his edition of
Rasa’il falsafiyyah of Razi assembled all the surviving
philosophical works of this celebrated physician, only a small
fragment of these treatises has been recovered. The A‘lam
al-nubuwwah is thus an important source for the ideas of
Muhammad ibn Zakariyyd’ Razi as well for those of Abi
Hatim. It matches in its rigour and depth other outstanding
intellectual debates of the later centuries such as those carried
out between Ibn Sina and Biriini and also between Sadr al Din
Qunyawi and Nasir al-Din Tisi.

The debates between the two Razis are extremely interesting
because they differ from the many discussions and polemics
held throughout Islamic history between jurisprudents and
theologians on the one side and philosophers on the other.
Rather, these mark the confrontation between two
philosophers of vast learning with highly developed skills of
rational analysis and criticism, one of whom bases himself on
the verities of revelation and inner certitude and the other on a
form of “rationalism”. It is indeed this ““rationalism” which has
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Over forty years ago the late Paul Kraus drew the attention of
the scholarly world to the controversies between Muhammad
ibn Zakariyya’ Razi (the Latin Rhazes) and Aba Hatim Razi.!
Since then most students of Islamic thought have eagerly
awaited the publication of A‘lam al-nubuwwah where the
debate is contained in all its rigour, grandeur and depth. At last,
thanks to the collaboration of two Muslim scholars, Salah al-
Sawi from Egypt and Ghulam Rida A‘wani from Iran, this
remarkable work is made available in an edifio princeps which
has made use of the best existing manuscripts.

The author of A‘lam al-nubuwwah, Abt Hatim Ahmad ibn
Hamdan ibn Ahmad Razi Warsinani is one of the most out-
standing theologians and philosophers of Islam and a major
figure in that galaxy of exceptional thinkers, such as Hamid
al-Din Kirmani, Nagir-i Khusraw and Qagi Nu‘méan, who pro-
duced the Isma‘ili philosophy of the Fatimid period. Aba Hatim
hailed from Rayy, an important city of the classical Islamic
period and today a suburb of Tehran. A remarkably learned
man, he had studied Isméa‘ili doctrines, but also Arabic poetry,
the religious sciences of Islam, comparative religion and indeed
the natural and mathematical sciences of the day.

Early in life, he entered the ranks of the Isma‘ili hierarchy
and became the first lieutenant of the da‘i of Rayy named
Gh:yath Later he became the da'i of his native city himself and
is reported to have converted Ahmad ibn * Ali, the governor of
Rayy to Isma‘ilism. Some years later, he went to Daylam to the
court of Mardawij and finally to Adharbaijan where he died
probably around 322/933-934.7

Abu Hatim is the author of several works of great importance
including the Kitab al-zinah,* a theological dictionary which is
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