THE “ EVIL OF THE AGE.?

Notes from the People,
To the Editor of the New-York Times -

An article in the TIMES of the 234 headed
*The Evil of the Age,” was read by me, as a
physician and a citizen, with much satislaction.
In common with all good and well-informed per-
sons of both sexes, I have deeply lamented the
incubus of feeticide, which hangs like a pall
over the City of New-York—aye. over our whole
land—aund anxiously look for the risine storm of
popular indignation that should arise and free
our city for ever from this curse, attended with
more fatality than small-pox, yellow fever, and
cholera combined, not taking life alone, but
striking deep at moral character—the basis ot
gociety. And yet this evil searcely receives one
tithe of attention, but flourishes like a deadly
Upas tree 1n our midst.

It 18 the great erime of the age. ILaw affects
bug little, and is apparently futile to protect the
unborn, much less the silly women who place
themselves, or are placed by their paramours or
seducers in the hands of that fiend or fiends, the
abortionist—a curse to oyvery civilized com-
muunity, (what a travesty upon the worgd ¢ civil-
ized !”’) and a stench in the nostrils of all intel-
ligent and thinking people ; I wish I could say
of all good people. What is the secret of the
success of these devils incarnate$ Why are
they thus permitted to thrive and gloat, vulture-
like, over the poor women who seek their dens,
Tured by specious argument, to bide their shame
—yes, to hide their shame. Secrecy and safety
is the seductive bait which allures the silly vic-
tim. Alas, the secrecy is oftentimes the proper-
ty of the Press, and the safety a new-dug grave.

- But the great reason of the success of the abor-
" tiomst—who thrives so well—is ‘ public sanc-
tion’’ and countenance. Women, to hide their
shame, realily grasp at any ovportunity that
- promises to afford them relief, especially if
 prompt, Isecret, and safe. Their paramours
| or seducers are only too giad to abet any such
. Imeans, and 8o long asitis furnished promptly
and secretly, they care very ltile about the
safety, except so much of it as affects them-
selves. The abortionist and the paramour or
gseducer go hand in hand and are twin brothers.
The paramour or seducer furnishes one c¢lass
of customers; convenience another class.
Small families are often considered desirable
~—many mouths, much bread-—the dread, per-
haps, of child-birth—the discomfort, per-
haps. of the nursing period—the rearing of
the child—all these and other similar
couditions may be classified under the head of
conveniences—in other words, it is not conveni-
ent for a pregnant woman to allow her child to
be born, and she seeks its destruction, and thus
limits ber family—injures herself, it mmay be, and
sins against God, and the commontwealth. *“Pub-
lic sanction’ protects and feeds abortionism ; 1t
is considered desirable and a great ‘* conveni-
ence” in high places; and as a convenience, I
blush to write 1t, is introduced into respectable
households, and sought for by respectable peo-
ple at tke hands of respectable physiclians, who
are besought by bribes and entreaties to perform
abortion; and it is often with much difficulty
people are besought to turn aside, and made to
look upon its crime. This condition of things is

common fo every practitioner in every stage of
his professional life, and in every grade of
society. o

Now, 8£ir, the remedy for this gigantic evil.
You see we have a bydra-headed mouster who is
supported by society, receiving his nourishment
from several sources. It is very certain that a
large proportion of women do not look upon
foticide as a crimmnal offence. They regard
abortion as a great convenience. It hedged off

- and retused, as they invariably are by all honest
- practitioners, they seek the haunts of the
abortionists, who are low, cunning, crafty, but
ignorant, men and women. ~The remedy then is
apparent, not difficult ; public opinion must be
reversed, and publie sanction must be with-
drawn. The medical faculty, (* with now and
then an exception,’”’) have fought this matter
single-handed, and legislation has done some-
" what, a voice of warning has now and then
raised i1n the pulpit, the Press at long intervals
gives a short article. But the resistance has
been very irregular, and the evil has rather
grown {han diminisbed.

Concentration of effort and union’ of feftort is
greatly to be desired. The people have to be
taught the enormaty of the crime. The evil
must be handled without gloves, The ministry,
the law and the Press. and all intelligent men
and women must unite with the medical facully
in not simply abating, but crushing out this ne-
farious traffic in blood. A complete revolution
of society i8 demanded. This, with proper leg-
ielation, will drive forth the abortionist with
the brand of Cain upon his brow, and nc man
will receive him.

Alas! poor woman’s rights are not yet

fully understood. nor will not be so long
as this and kindred evils flourish. We
call wupon all women—strong-minded and

weak-minded—of all classes of society, especi-
ally thuse whom it is sad to have to remind of
their duty; even Christian women, who git un-
der the ministry, and yet have a *‘secret sin” {o
account for, to arise and combat * woman’s
wrongs,”” and establish her in the right way.
Let the Press turn its dargus-eyes toward these
slums of 1niquity, apd inform and warn the pub-
lic of 1ts dangers, Jet the ven of its moat ac-
complished writer depiet foeticide in its foul
aud criminal attitude toward God and man.
Let our most brilliant orators hurl anathemas
from the pulpit and platform. Thusg ghall
ignorant and deluded women be forced
by soolety to ackuowledge their eriae,
and sin no more, and the abortionist, deprived ot
his victim, and pursued by law, shall sink back
10 the pool of corruption which giave him being,.
I wish to state, before closing this article, tbhat
large awards to indormers woulid be the means of
briiging before the public much erime that nosw
remains hidden. Thease abortionigts are uo doubt
surronnded by coufederates.xswhoare as treachel-
ous as they are themselves, who, if tempted by
sutficiently large awards,would do wuch to brings
their masters or mistresses Lo justice. and give
cvideuce sullicient to convict them to Stale
Prisou, if not the gallows, the crime meted out
to'Daby-farmers in Evgland, and 1 do not think

cooud for avortionists in tois country.
on 80 CIVILIZATION.

I'o the Editor or the New-Yorl: Times

The publication of your excelient and
well-timed article upon the ‘*The Evii of the
Age,” in today's issue, is, indeed, well calculated
** to arouse public sentiment to the Decessity of
taking some decided and effectual action’ upon

the subject. In no pari of the world are the
people so utterly at the Imercy of quacks

and seoundrels as in this  country, gud
more especiully in tbis City. Accordiag
to the most reliuble authority there are

but tifteen Lundred apd fifty-three regularly

cauecated pbysicians o thiz City, Brookiyi,
earch of whom ave !

Wilbwamehore aned viginitv.

registered memhers of one or more well-knowz
b

‘medical bodies, ard more or less known to t

profession and the people at larze. Yet, in thq
same region, there are several thousand individg

uals tampering with humapo lite, and there ap«
pears to he no law to reach them, not even to
protect us agzainst a doctor who was a cobbler
weeck ago, not to mention the hosts of elairvoye
ants, spiritualists, Indian, Clinese and herldf
doctors, whose advertisements are 80 oftel
tound 1n the Herald, and whose misdeeda oe~
casionally appear in the newspapers. These
wretches in various wuays prey upon the coms
munity. and prescribe (?) for the sick, wha
Bometimes recover in s8pite of the treatment,
and when they do not. are quietly buried and
the blame laid upon the Lord, * who hath takem

them away.” Ttis a common impression thaw

no one bat an educated physician can grant a
certificate of death; but the fact 18 that bune
dreds are annually entommhed without being seent
by a regular physician. Undertakers are found
who will obtain the necessary certificate where.
there {8 any trouble. As tbe law nowd
stands, the Board of Health has no.
meats of unowing whether the paper i
genuine or not; and the doctor, whose signatur
18 supposed a sufficlent guarantees that ther
has been no foul play is often a myth. Any nng
can write a death certificate, sizn any name,
with M. D. attached, and in bpine cases out o
ten it will pass, for thereason before assigned
A great‘ deal has recently been said with regarti
to the *‘Irving Drug law,” and though it: cer<
talply eontaing several objectionable featuresy
its object is 4 good one and u step 1u the right
direction ; hut 18 it just toward a druggist, evern
though he may not be as well informe®as could
be desired. to drive him from his occupation
should be fall te pass a certain examination,
while clairvoyants, herb doctors, &c., &c., aref
allowed to dispense and preseribe medicines
because they style themselves * doetors '
What an appalling condition of things to cond
template, that we may be nearly murdered io ¢
street-car, or blown up by a rotten bouer, only,
to fall into the hands of some seif-styled * doc4d
lt]oxi-,*”' 1ivno has never seen the inside of a human
eing '

Cannot that irresistible power, the Press, inv
duce our law.givers to devise some means fo
dur protection? Hereisa glorious opportunita
for our pumerous aspiring polticians, any,
of whom might become a public benefactor by’
a little effort in our behalf. One of the £00
results of the Wesifield disaster has becn tha
we are promised tuat in future noonbe butam
engineer who can produce a certificate (or di<
ploma) of ecapacity will be allowed to take
charge of an engine; and as ap earnest of thag
£00d time coming one man has beep arrested fo
uot having the said parchment. Yet any ona
without a diploma can take charge of a huma
life! Wbhat an anomalous conadition of affairs
Will anytbhing ever arouse the unfortunate deni-
zens of this city from their letnargy 1

Respectfully, C. G.E.

NEW-YORK, Weduesday, Aug. 23, 1871,

To the Editor of the New-York Timesg :

In this morning’s paper I observe an edj-
torial on *“ The Evil of the Age,” or* Dr. MaTR]I~
CEAU’s defense,” resulting from your exposure
of his nefarous business. I thank you, Bir, per-
sonally and in behalf of all wowmen, for the pain-
ful knowledge thus afforded, and more especially
for your determination to see the matter!
through. For the consolation of those friends
whom he may assail, I will remind them that,
while possessing knowledge of their purity, they
have naught to fear. That they, while dieliking,
aye, recoiling in their souls from such an accu-~
sation, will suffer mentally for morality’s aod
virtue’s sake. ’Tis time, Sir, that not only the
murderous practice you exposed be blotied cus
ot eXistence, but that womanhood cannot be
blackened by the breath of a foul slanderer.

When such a wretch can by threats of foul as-
persion close the mouths of those who would
bring him to justice, it 18 time for every woman

to rebut this threat, letting the world see thag
80 heinous a crime cannot with impunity be laid
at the doors of virtuous wives and mothers.
* Think of such a threat ye men and women.'”
Unless you stop this I will bring a disgraceful
charge against your wife or sister, and people
are always willing to believe such a charge.
You will involve yourself in a disagreeabls
scandal. You had better make terms with me."?
Satan leaguing with sin, and men have been in

timidated by such as the above! *¢ Oh,yeog
iittle faith.”” Here is 1ndeed 3 lesson for both—
men make yourselves pure, and women, wives:
and mothers, prove your atrength. Let them to/
whom yon are a hhight and example, investigate-
your acts, with the motives that prompted them.
for circumstantial evidence cannot be relied,
upon 1n matters of import. Coult the severes

scrutiny of every act; show the strength o

yvour purity in tbls matter. And the Press ofy
the country, the mighty lever of the world,,
must discountenance sin—by ceasing to adver-
tige it in their columns. We can scarce pick up ay
paper that we ao not see some annovncement ta
catch the unwary, Opoe must needs be old ing
sin, or experienced through others to. detect th

danger presented in flattering garb—more poi

onous to soul and body than the adder. 1 teil
you tbhere will be a day of reckoning, and then
ye who tempted, watch lest the blow Qirected
at your vietims fall not on your heade. The
coward swho seeks to close the door of justice by

threatening wowan’s tonor, need nct t_)éa f:al‘}ed.
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