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houlfon de la cour des premiers Califes Abbazides. Alger 1922,
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Mamen iiberlieferten Gedichtfragmenile gesammell und ubersezl

on Fr. Schulthess. Leipzig 1911
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Corrections.

Page 3, line 16, read : Tammam || . 2/, read: especially

il N I T | "I.I'
FEad . i:-n:ll_'t:\: 0L 38 read: Husain

réa = naa MBS I, 25, Frasped

31, | 1, read: Through this the well-beloved || I. 15, read:

FE I P i My e ke lklielhard |
Khalafallah || 1. 21-22, read : established for

a1y Fead = lagifu

» 23 1. 25, read: Both kinds of
-'|'|i-C|; VIEWS
25 1. 33, read: MS belween
26, I. 6, read: Fl3a 274b 11 1. 28, read: mistakes, and || L

28-29, read: Professor Gibb, Oxford, who read [l I. 33, read:

MNovember 1953,
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(1) Dald'il al-i‘jdz, in two parts, fol. 1-103a, 104 - 146a. Copy
finished on 3 Jumada Il 943 by “"Abdarrahman b. “‘Ukasha al-Azharf.
Fawd'id on four folia between 146 and 147.

(2) 147b -273a, Asrdr al-baldgha. Copy finished Sunday, 17
Muharram 942 by the same copyist, collated.

(3) 274b-273a Fawd'id and the Risdia fi tahgig af taghlib,
presumably by Ilbn Kamal Pasha (Brockelmann, Suppl. 2/627 no.
114.).

L = Murad Molla 1556. 16,510 cm. 211 folia, yellow
paper. 17 lines, small Syrian-Egyptian Naskhi. 9-10th cent. H.

A comparison of these MSS in Istanbul, HFDL, indicated
that they agree in practically all readings. We infer from this, though
we cannot prove it exactly, that FD L are direct or indirect copies
of the oldest MS H. In any case, it is clear that H is sufficient
as a representative of the Istanbul MSS. Consequently, the other
M55 were only partly .collated, and the readings from them are
not given in the apparatus. As stated above, only the lacuna in
H was supplied from F. What has beén added by the editor
of the work, in addition to establishing the text, is evident from
the edition itself.

The editor ought not to close this introduction without ex-
pressing his thanks in the Tirst place to Professor-Abmad Atesh.
tstanbul—Without the inestimable help of Frof. Atesh no=line
of this_edition would have been prirted. He nof only read all the
prools, but also carried on all the business with (2 P oo
of the Ministry of Education. After kim, the editor owes Thanks
to Prof. Spitaler of Munich, who also read the proofs_and took
part in the search for printing mistakes. and to professor Gibh
Oxford whoread the propfs of this Introduction, Last, but not
least the editor expresses his thanks to the Faculty of Leiters of
Istanbul University, which has undertaken the publication of this
edition in jts publication series.

Oberursel i. T., Novembr 1953 H. Rilter




The Edition

The following books and manuscripts were at the dispcsal of
the edilor:

M The printed edition of Sayyid Rasiid Rida, the editor
of the periodical al-Vanar, Cairo, 1319-1320 A, Matba at at - Ta-
raggeqi.  According o the editor (see below) the edition is based
O sl ;*;|;|1'||_;-.|'||||| n the |,:|_|:x:~.r_':-.hil,|lt ol .-F||.|:I:ii'1ll.|'.ll.'|l=r ;ll-l"-fiaghl'jht in
Tripoli in Syria, who inherited it from his father. In addition, the
editor had compared a manuscript in Istanbul, though he does
nol slate which one.  Alter printing was begun, the well - known
Mol Muhammad  Abdub of Cairo lectured on the work in the
AT r=trrtrditet e =serond. rhetorcat~work  of Jurjani,
thyee T il ai-t juz.  In his lectures he noticed a _number of prin-
Liigr ainel  phanuscripd mislakEs | ese CTTOrS Were indicated ]J}'

T=the—end—ol e ook, -but—this_was only partly

reprinted  several times. The fourth
ihle me. I contains the

as that lo the first one. I

¢ corrections of Muhammad Abduh were
ion only as far as p. 158. The others
cond edition. In addition, explanations
dven, parlly by M. Abduh, partly by the

dahmud  ash-Shingiti also took parl in eslab-

rev Pasha in Eyyub, no hod. 225w 14,8

lines not fully punctuated Naskhi. The copy
.|.|:::.‘|-.J.| I 660 on Lhe .!-:'-IZ'-J!I

comideted  on Thursday

as-Saliliya near Damascus The first page is lacking, and was
alterwards supplied [rom MS Hamidiye ( - D), as appears Irom
a nole. Some folios are lacking in this MS. between folio 19 and
N Ih THT covers in our text p. 55 line 17 to p. 100 line 3.
as psed to il in the ap

1771, 2ax16 cim; 102 folia;

slightly left. This copy was comple
248, 233 %145 em. lhin

lines small Syrian-Egyplian Naskbi. The volum

”,
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(gd-dahr) makes us die» (p. 355). In a genuine tropical expres-
dion, the original subject is always kept in mind, ¢looked back at»,
and _the—connection  wilth it-is-mever allogether lost. WhEfR one
save® «The knile culsa, one cannobimagine-this situation without
t!:fnki|1g of the user of the knife at the same time. This is nol
the case in false expression which is intended literally. As Jurjan
explains; this Krowledge is of great importance in the exegesis—of
the Koran (p. 360 ss.).

The book seems to have originally ended with this exposition.
The section which begins now with a new bgsmala was perhaps
originally a separate treatise which was later attached to the book,
perliaps by the author himgell (p. 364 s52). Inthis- section, Jurjini
demonstrates that the ©oncept of trope (majdz)is more géne-
ral than the concept of metaphor (isti*dra}, the latter being in-
clided in the former. Then he examines various instances of
metonymy which have become part of the Arabic vocabulary, in
order to distinguish—therm from metaphor. He investigates” once
more the'dilference between trope in the domain of reason (majaz
min farig al-‘agl) and lrope in the domain of vocabulary (majoz
min {ariglal-tegha) (p. 376 ss.) add concludes with the investiga-
tion—of such tropes as #&re  effected by ellipsis  ( hadhyf )
and pleonasm (zivada). He demonstrates that both rendeér the
EXPression tropical only if they are connected with an alteration
of/the syntactical construction, as in wa-'s'ali 'l-garga (Sure 12/82,
p- 383) and lefsa kamithlihi shay (Sura 42/11, p. 384).

Jurjani presents his wievs in a style which often appears
rather prolix lo our taste. One must remember, ]m'-'-'ulc:r. that
he had to work out and develop for the first time thoughis that
had never before been considered in. the Arab world:s The
lomgUelrs are not caused by superfluous and Unneceszary
digressions, — bul 'I‘:':r the altempt to —BHresent the  newly foumd
l:nowledge—with complete clarity. Jurjani likes to develop -his
(iomgmt™in Iong sentences, which are otherwise scarcelymsed in
Arabic prose. The meaning-of-such long sentences is not always
caky 10 grasp. Otherwise his style is clear,—richly-coloured, and
raised above the usual dryness of learned writing by the
occasiomal-use. 0f rhymed. prose.. Thus the book is not only
for thevvontént, the profound analysis of poetical creation, but
also for slyle, a masterpicce of Arabic literature.




by another which originally means something else. The hidden rela-

tionship musi/ollen be discovered by a profound analysis (fa awwal)
hich revedls the—faet-that-thesimitaritrwliiCh - leads o The sube
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the vocabulary decide whether “life” s or
expression of (he srddure of the earth. Bul
alive' can be ascribed to "God” as subject

15 decided by reasomn.
Tropical expression is not o be conlused with an expression
which 15 raeant !'l‘ Lhe .‘C-!1|'.:'-.!,'|' in iks Proper sense but which 15 ob-

jeclively false. For example, the unbelievers say (oura 42/23) <« 1ime




«Be not surprised that his shirt is torn. He buttoned it in
moonlight» :

[ PR I S e b e
The Full Moon, a beautiful youth, promises to visit the poet
in the evening. The poet says: Wouldn't you rather come during
the day? The loved one replies: <l do not want to change my
habits: the full moon rises only in the evening> (p. 291, no. 3590.)
In these examples it is necessary to forget the comparison. The
verses have a meaning onfy-when read as if there were a real

sun Or a real moon. nt

In the next chapiér {p-296 ss.)urjdni presents a very subtle
discussion of the differences-betWeen simile and metaphor. Those
cases in which it may be doubtful to which of the two categories
the L'j-;[:l'n:_‘:-;,l-;in..l."_ E_‘:n;-_'-:':-“:,:";-: Are :~;|'r¢-:r‘.;:'.'1'.':.' |.!:-:i|'ll.~i!-'|;!'1, B g asad

.l :

e He —is—the-Homs '.-'.'.'.'_,l.'fu miffi asadamn l'.'l'.'_.-'.-'-'-!:_l ¢l met a lon In

Himy, and more l.'I;_:II]l'lli-!'..'.l.-!:lZZ CASES,

Then (p. 313 ss5.) literary plagiarism, oniginality, the arlistic

development and medification of well known motives and similes
are discussed. The skill of the oriental poet shows itself precisely
in this last kind of work, and it is highly prized and enjoyed
by the critics, including Jurjani.

Then (p. 317 ss5.) the author deals which those cases in which
the il hl__l;,'l_'l_:-{_'l;,i.'. ;.il I'::'I'-.'i:'_i:' e | .'.-'_:I';_.E N | citualion -:;I.:'_il.' e [HEWry
unexpected meaning_ by interprefing-if-in-a_peculiar manner. The
fammotis—verse of Hifai'a in which he alters the abusive name ol
an Arabian tribe, the Anf an-ndga <Camelnose», to an honorable
name (p. 319, no. 319) 1= nol missing among the examples nor
is the famous elery of Anbari.on-the-crucified-—-Vizr b Ejur.‘:&l
(pt 321, =pov=d25):

The account of tropical and proper expression which lollows
(p. 324 ss.) shows especially how a_hidden relation to thegproper
Jmeaning always remains in the tropical use of the word. "For
examplé, thé word yad <hand» 15 used in the sense ol cbenefits
or «power: only-in-such Tases a8 originally involve some dctivity
of “the-hand: '

Jurjéni also refers to the fact that the relation between proper
meaning and tropical meaning -is—often—rather—complicated so
that it cannot be designated as a simple_substitubion of one word




¢ [hroygh this this the '.'..'.n”_-hl:hw:rtl Brutus stabhbed,

And/as he plucked his dursed steel away,

Matrk how the blood of Caesar followed it,

As rushing out .of doors, to be resolved

Il Brutus so unkindly knocked or no.:

This is a fantaslic aetiology.

Jurjam examines this [antastic_aebology with great thorough-
ness, divides it into various classes, gives numerous examples,
and judges lthe relative value..of the individual verses with-a |
highly developed literary laste. The basis of his aesthetic value”
judgemens-1s VR -inleresting.  He refers the reader to hiS™own
feeling, Jo"the.emoliop“which he feels on reading this or thatline.
~FlEsthen-investiFales the-psychological effects ol different verses
wiilten on  the same—subject{CL. _on_this _point the articleby
Khalataltan, pp. 4448 Cited on p. 6 above).

Connecled-with™This 15 the explanation of another type of
cxpression, in which aetiology is lacking or remains in the back-
ground. <The point in this kind is, that the poet wishes the hearer
to forgel that he speaks in metaphors. The mefaphor is taken in
Lhe-titeral-mnd-proper—sense— T s w;n:.i'ﬂﬁfin;i.éi.? is eslablished-
hed for quaint and at times rather grotesque. situalions. al
which the poet  himsell pretends to be amazed or supposes the
listener to be. A few examples: The Buyid Adudaddawlah
stands in the sun. A Turkish slave whom he loves gives him
shade. The poel has the Emir say (p. 280, no. 370) :

e A soul who is dearer to me than my own soul 15 shading
me from the sun. He gives me shade, and how wonderiul it 1s
that a sun is shading me from the sun>:

o i T . | 1 L
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The sun is a _mefaphor Iér the beautiful slave. But the line,

has.a meaning only WhEén il is read as if there were no metaphog/

at ail.

The well-known comparison of a beautiful face with the
moon is the basis for two other examples. A beauliful boy is
wearing a lorn shirt. The reason for it is very simple: does not
moonlicht wear out linen? :
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The poets often give it strange forms; such as: <The gazelle
has stolen its eyes from my beloved : the beauty of the rose 1s
only splendor reflected from the beauly of her cheek: elc.

One of the sonnels of Shakespeare contains just the same
kind of simile :

«The forward violel thus did 1 chide,

Sweet thief, whence didst thou steal thy sweet that smells,

If not from my love's breath...»

The process of inverting a simile into a phantastic pseudo-
reality and making the reader or listener’ forget that il is-only a
simile can be carried still fuether-by—giving this_pseydo-reality a
fantastic reason. Orion with its three stars looking like a girdlE
is-represented as a man who girds umself for a task. And then
in addition a fantastic reason for this is given in a panegyric
poem (p. 256, no. 311):

«If it were not the intention of Orion to do service for him
(the praised prince) you would not see him girding himsell

o = i " " c A I
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Or: Ibn ar-Rimi asserts in a kind of—tenzrone—thal—Hw_nar-
cissiE ranks above the rose. In a verse of this poem he says
(p. 262, no..328):

«The cheek of the rose was glowing with shame because
unjustly it had been given rank above the narcissus:

L J - LTy
Aml 4ls lasye W& Aot &

i

The poet compares the redness _of the rose to a blush of
shame— THEN he l]r’-:_-h_'!'.-::_:-: thal he has qule [orgotlen The sinile
ani-—makes-—ns-believethat-the-rose has really blushed with—shame;
and then he looks for a reason for thiz shame amd-gives-as’ e
feason Lhat the rose has been ranked higher thaog the nire
ana That if Teels itself unworthy-—of such a_rank.

This manner_of*expression, Lhe lantashic aeholog
teristic of lated Arabian, Persian and Turkish poclry
he called the magic formula-aceerdmy 10 which counltles
are constructed. It has penetrated even into everyday language

The fantastic acliclogy is notquite unknown m-Europe.Shake

peare savs m Antony's speech :
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which Mutanabbi did not: he makes the stars crash one upon
another, and only by doing so he reaches the full beauty of the
simile.

Jurjani continues with a study which is most important
understanding of later and--espécially of Persian poelry."mwung
numeroud exampler Te freals the inversion of a coffiparition (p.
187 s8.):

[t is easy, he says, to compare the stars with eyes as well as
the eyes with stars, the white pelals of camomile with white teeth,
the white teeth with petals of camomile, the eye with the narcissus
and the narcissus with the eye. The inversion, however, becomes
impossible, if the common attribute is not in both cases of
the same intensity, and if the poet intends to present the lower
degree of the attribute by exaggeration, as just as intense as the
higher degree (p. 202). The mother of Snow-White - to adduce a
European example - wishes for a little daughter whose skin is as
white as snow, and whose lips are as red as blood. But it would
not occur to anyone to invert the simile and to say: blood as
red as lips, or snow as white as the skin of a girl. This is,
because the redness of -bleod-and-the whiteness of spow are the
primary (asl), as it were, and in confrast o this the __|_:1_J]_:;||r:-:. of
the lips _and —the—skinare only secondary-{far") (p. 202). 5

And Vet the poels use comparisons of this kind.Muhammad
ibnWahaib says in his eulogy (p. 205, no. Z66):
«\When-mormingappeared, its bright radiance was like the
face of the t‘:ﬂ]iph. when he is praiseds:
' a
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He pretends that the shining of the caliph's face is the primary
case, the normal, generally known fact, al-as!, and the radiance of the
morping-secondary—for ot Séll-éxplanatory and--known. THe
magic-of-sucit & comparison, Jurjini says, is due to the fact that
the exaggeration is suggested to us-without=our-being-aware-ol
it and dhat it is expressed in_such_a way. that we do- nol nolice
that-it-is-a-fichtious " a@5sertion. The shining of the face is repre-
sented as natural and so well known that other shining objecls
can_be compared to-it-te—increase-their-effeck—Fhus_the inverted
comparison 15 stronger -still-than the mormal one:




are-not-%6 valuable in a poetic respect’as those tha
(p:-151)-Thepoet hias at his command a kind of visionf ar
from that of ordinary men. [t is his privilege
into a sphere allogether remote [rom evervday lile
and-muakes 15 sec_things that escape the

The description of details which

called tafsil-cparticilarizings., the-comparison

gharib, Jafsil and ghardba are b

value of a greal many
are found, for example, in
The comparison of the pleiades
whrch—sHioves
Tafsif exisls
tent which is being pitched

tnat it hanes

Cannol move
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of dust to the
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Here again several things are grasped at once. Bashshar ibn
Burd, however, says (p. 139, no. 173):

«lt appears as if the whirling dusl above our eads with our
ewords inm it had become a nizght in which the shooting stars
crashed one upon anothers:
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This wverse is superior to that of Mutanabbi because the fafsi!
has-developed further. The poet has taken into-account sometiing




The graphic, pi"‘tLL:'DS-QIIL' expression is '-'=J[J"r1'-:‘.-1' to the abstract
one in poetry, even if the abstract expression implies a greater
degree of intensity. For an endless night lasts longer than the
shadow of the longest lance.

The comparison of a long day with the shadow of the lance
can be called unusual and strange. This strangeness, the gharaba,
15 _according to Jurjani a LL‘L]“J LEASON-— fm the--aesthelic_effect
of a simle or_ analogy. The fracking down of a simil larity for
a thing—im—adifferefit species has an unusual atlraction and-a
a-high aesthetic value. Suddenly a harmony between Guite dis-
parate/things is estabhished. For such 1s human Tatore: that the
soul is iI||.:.'.-:'-.ii"]I:I.:|::,-' dispiosed towards and_particotarly iiterested
in a thing which appears in_an unexpected connexion. The sudden
appearance-of-the-tfiéXpected and the associatiomek things. na-
turally separated exerfs a special charm (p. 116 ss.)

As a reason for the aesthetic effect of the unusual COmMpAarison

states Iurther that in it we have first to search for a

nent until we understand the relationship between things com-
;J-".TL'|| in a simile. For our joy in a thing is greater if we have
been looking for JCIGr—m—while {p. 126). Jurjani states;howeven
that a verse should not be sd”distorted thal "&ne must worry
anesell 1o understand it {p 123800 "The ¢xperience it the asso-
ciatiomof disparates is delightful does not mean that one can
arbitrarily create—a—harmony—between incompatitte species-—There
are, howeverglatent-similarities ard=to discover - Which=—the-gifted
poet has to trace. Thistraeifig of hidden similarities, this diving
tor hidden pearls is one of the poel's titles to fame (p. 138 ss5.).

Jurjant - investigaté®“further why so many resemblances are
hidden from the ordinary eye and do not strike everyone. Accor-

ding to his opinion this has two causes:

. J+he—vEneral impression _of a thing occurs to the mind

before the details. In the process of seeing, too, we do not arrive

at once al détailéd impressions but we see the shape at first in

general contours. Bul the poet has been given the power of seeing
details “which are losl to the normal observer (p. 147 s55.)

2. A thing is impressed on the memory if it appears-offen Before

f|}| one's eyes, but it is recalled with difficulty if rarely seen. Things

{ | which are to be seen every day and which stick in one's memory




ridni investigates in various examples what lunchion this

persuasive effect of analogies in the form of graphic sentences

may have. Analogies in nature

proof for his paradoxical assertions.
Sayf ad-dawlah : <You are infinitely supe

are but a human being yourself. That
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Here the night is described as endless. In spite of this we do
not feel the same effect as in the verse of Ibn at-Tathriya (p. 114,

no. 103):

«Many a day, as long as the shadow of a lance, has been
shortéened for us by the blood of the wine-skin and the vibration
of the stringed instruments»:

A Glikaly Le 33 o5




¢To him who has a bitter and diseased mouth even clear
waler tastes bitters :
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The aesthetic and psychological effect of this mathal 15 much
greater than the simple normal expression of the thought would
be. Observe the difference, Jurjani says, if you say: <The world
15 not eternals, or if you-say-+-<it-is-a-disappearing_shadow:r or

<a Joan that will be demanded back: (p. 107).

And why, Jurjiani asks, does the mathal, the figurative sen-
tence exercise such a psychological effect? He answers : Such is the
nature of the human mind, that it accepts with greater confidence
things which it has to learn, if it can trace some connection
between them and things with whiflLiis familiar. That knowledee -
howEver—which *‘l’n Héen i-:_:-mu:--.'----rz to-it-bythesemses=ir-much
more reliable and definite than any Knowledge gained by specula-
tion and reflection. There is a saying: «To hear of the -| F1H T T =
not—the—same—as-~to- witness its-(p- 108). There is still anothe

i

reason. A familiar feeling results from previous associalion with

T
o
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a person or an object. Jurjiini reminds us of the beautiful verse
of AbE Tammam:
cLove is only the love-one-has-felt towards the lirst beloveds :
1 I i & o=
2 ¥ iz b | TP = A

Knowledge first entered the human mind through the senses
and the natural disposition (fika") and only afterwards-by-theughl
and tellection. The first kind of knowledge 15 Therefore-associated
with=the-mind—by-—a-closer relationship  and earlier claims-than
the “Second one:-lf>you-legd “the soul by _means of a graphic
sentence from that which iz grasped by intellect and reflection fo
that which is grasped by the senses and natural disposition, then
you are like a man who uses a 'dear-old friend to_introduce a
loreign guest to someone (p. 108-09). In poetry there is a regression
to a level of consciousness belonging to an earlier state of deve-
lopment. This 15 a Very interesting thought. We may eliborale.it
still-further and say: The sensual apperceplion does nol coniE
first. Before the mere sensual state of apperception there is the
mythical-one;,—and -often in poetry “one can - see-a-regression (o
the mythical stage of consciousness. Of course this idea did not
occur to Jurjani.
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there existsCnb straightforwardssimitarity between-two-things or
concepts. Sometimes. it.is-a-—similarity -between two groups of
objects, in each-of which there exists an_inner relation belweem,
mot=onlV " a_simple co-ordination..of _various_elements;“arelation
which can only be expressed in the form of a sentence. The Verse
of-lbn-al-Mu‘tazz_(p.-8oy-no—79)"

el "5ée the Pleiades in the sky as if they were a foot that
shows below a black mourning garment>

[ . - il

sl Dl e S L L5 s bl el
15 not an analogy (famihil), but the Koran verse 62,5 is: «Those
who were given the Torah te carry and did not carry it are hike
a donkey which carries books:. The similarity is here taken from
the=whole situation in which the donkey hinds itself: that is that
he carries books of which he understands :|u|||5|'.g. Several things
hive-to~be-tofrelated with each other. A certain activity of=the
donkey must be envisaged, that is the carryving. The load must
be something definite, namely books, and the donkey must know
nothing of the contents of the books. If a single one of these
intimately connected elements is missing the analogy misses its
point (p. 90-91).
A subdivision of the famehillis that figurative sentence (mathat)
in._which a truth.generally experienced is expressed in a figurative
form, and which is often found following a wverse to reinforce it:

Al this [ll’ilil'-| _]ll:'i-:l.ll:l relburns o his j|.-.'r..*r_'E|r:.JL'_l_:_'Irin:'.'l_I method
of approach. According to him the figurative sentence (mathal)
has an cnormgus.aesthetic and psychological effect. He never
wearies 0f praising this effect in the various branches of literature,
such as panegyric, elegy, argumentation, apal
and-gives-many examples (p. 101 _ss.) He is-completely right in
cmphasizing-the signilicance of this kind of expression. When we

gy, sermon  ebc.,

examined the epics of Nizdmi in order to determine the function
af the poetic figures in this poet's work, we also had to compile a
large number of examples of the persuasive effect of figurative
senténce. Lel me select two of Jurjani's examples: Mutanabbi,
loatimrgr—the{Ey  poets who criticized his poefry and triedto
chiserecht-him in the eyes of his patron, wishes to say: An ignorant
man forms a wrong idea of the thoughts expressed by a good
poct 5 that which is right appears to him wrong. This he expresses
in a mathal, a graphic figurative sentence (p. 106, no. 94):
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Obviously the similarily is here established between beauntiful
evil women and the green plants. The point of comparison ==

- however, nol colour, [aste, or ‘Lt‘:'l-:"l'. or ofher [!I-'-:_-..le.:'n'lt f':llﬂ;‘:{ii.-!'h —
wnintellectual one:  fhal an exterior, beautiful Tothe
digrmse an evil nderer and that™ T Tme shool niap
T Bad root. Or—<FE€ 15 a honey, if you meet Him
colocynth if you raise objections: (p. 62). Here

be perceived by the senses but only intellec-

in each casze one has the alternabive

npleaszant ¢ el lenee {|:| hd-b. :I.

bype similarity is established between intellectual

hings. Here Jurjam classes me taphors in which existence is spoken
as Ton existence and- vice versa: For example-if-an—ignoranl
namre—satc=to~he-dead = or someone” s sait* o  have no-sense.al
all whereas—he—thas—a litle T or il one says :less _Than “fothing»

T T ol
| 1 Wil 1L

pursue any further I'nn.'xrc:r=.1|*.|ic'.'|'.|-|i [Grical

AV SIS Of TNESe Cascs
b [aitt il_"::_-_l'; approaches the difference between simile I:fir.hu'IJ-'lirlrI:I
analogy (tamthil) from another angle and from another point
{ two things are compared with each other it can be
wo ways. The similarity may be obvious and not need
any further analysis={ta O e LS aecurs if something  round
15 ""“"i"'“"i ORI T S R ballcorsthesrose. to. a_cheeck or-a
brave man to a lion (p. 80-81). n the other hand, fo awwal may
be needed i order o lind The similarity. EVENinthe-comparison
ol T proot W™ MNE siun such an analysis 15 needed 1. e-+~doubi
places: Wsell NRe & screen between the eye and 18 object—the
prool makes (he-sereen vamsh -and i hetomes-ust-as-unpossible
to doubl the Tacls as to deny the existence of the SUN{p™82)
This T8 T Father simple case.

W ore -:_'-::.3||5:-E|~;';||_|_:-;5 i5 the following: Ka'b al-Ashgari 15 sent
as an envoy by Muhallab to Hajjaj. Hajjaj asks him: «Which one
of the Muhallabids is the most noble?> He answers: <They are
like a ring of cast metal, in which it is not known where the
two ends are.» In order to find the similanty here an elaborate
analysis and much reflection are needed. (The analysis of
this example is not given by Jurjdni) (p. 84). The (famihil,
analogy, belongs to this type of simile,—the similarity of
which can only be revealed by an analysis. It is a simile in which
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close to the normal, non - metaphorical expression (p. 52). On
the other hand, a poet (p. 54, no. 58) says of a hero who has
pierced two horsemen with one lance-thrust:

.[Does he thread two horsemen by one lance-thrust ¢

[

The verb nazama is used for threading objects on a string or

wire. Now the hero threads two men on his lance. Is this a metaphon
or not? We might suppose that it is a. metaphor because nazama
is generally used for threading small objects like pearis. But since
the. kind of process involved is exactly the same one might deny
Tttt metaphior (p. 55). *More important than this doubtful’
type of metaphor is, however, that type in which the similarity
befween the things compared=iFmnot - as in_the above example -
serisual but intellectud¥ Tagli). Tz type is again studied in detail;
and—the—study™ resulls—agaim in a discussion of the difference
between simile (tashbih) and analogy (famthit). OUne has the im-
pression that Jurjani. tries—to-alipchethissto—himemostsamportant,

problem from every possible angle. This approach is not systema-
ticalty-arranged:—Yet it 15 most Tascinaling to frace the Workings
of~his-mind " as he tries to make his way through the labyrinth
of this diflicult matter.

Fhe-type-ofmetapior~in which abstraction of the similarit
between given objects involves intellectual concepts (suwar "agliya)

15 divided inlo three Froups :

1. The similarity is taken from things sensually perceived and
.':}-i-ii!':.f to :-:*.:I‘:'|||,:||u||:,{ intellectual.

2. It is taken from things sensually perceived for something
which is likewise sensually perceptible but the similarily can only
be observed inlellectually.

3. The similarity is taken from intellectual things for intel-
eclual things. :

An exampie of the lirst group occurs when an argument or evi-
dence is designated as <lights, or ignorance as <darkness». This
case is clear (p. 61). The second type, intellectual similarity bet-
ween lhings sensually perceived, is for instance present in the
saying of the prophet : «Beware of the green plants on the dung
heaps!s (referring to evil women) (p. 62):
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we ask what has heen r'||||'_|'|_;=,r'-._'|'|. WWhat 1 i to the hands
and whal o the reins? Nothing at all. The north wind iz likened
to the owner of a hand. It is represented as the owner of a thing,
bul In r-:'-".“u‘!.' |!!-\; ;:ll.:l_"_ |:||::_'-C not mean to :||i:ii‘:l'5-_' to it I_i:-;- [iS=

session of this thing, but an attitude depending on the possession

iy Fui thimo I N ]
ol this thing (p. 45).

I'he same holds good for the following verse of Zuhair (p. 45,
no. Al

X 1 1 .y P L §
'-"-'i::l the I:"‘."‘-l"‘- ERILE L LN WAL & RSO0 Ak

unharnessed,

ournev. | nis
corresponds approximatety
=
-

rrentigtion—tbebween_simile
4 o | -

wapn. greater delail.

ype ol intérpretation

hen Lod says to Moah :

3i), _the com-

L TR | S

ar Ay subsiralum

re T Tiatal
Y el aoils
el L

fug .|::LE..'-..;.;-:l:-..‘|_!||:--"‘.' away.
uld have spfaféd they known whatl a fam{fiTi™1s

i/)._Here we see how rheloric 15 used in order toret—out-of

dormatic difflicullies.
1 s = i T i I la- 4 . o B o
Belore _!|:3'|-:!||I examines the relabhion Detween simile VLS )
amnd LA RO ET !_.'-!.'.'.'.-.I'.".'-'.] more closely, he investirales with sublle

logical analvsis the various kind of metaphor. At first he drals
with examples of metaphors_that_are very close to the normal
expression. If we say: ¢The horse is flying> when it runs Tast;
then the transferred concept «flying» belongs to the genus <fast
movements and can therefore be applied to The ohject T6 Wwiich
it 15 here attributed. Flying and running  are both fast movements,;

only differentiated in kind and manner. Such metaphors are very
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evocalive power. Both terms only denote the feature in question
and nothing else.

The isti‘dra mufida, however, furnishes something new, a
value of expression. If you say: <l saw a lion» and yvou mean a
brave man, you express by the niétaphor something which could
not be expressed without 1 that 15, you creale a more Trm=1m-
pression of the man's-bravery by calling up in the listener's mind
the picture of a lion “with all its ferocity and strength (p. 31-32)

It may—Happen that the two types of metaphor conveffe:
When “Ajjij applies the term marsin to the nose of his lady, this
word does not express anything particular; but it does when
Farazdaq says (p. 34, no. 33):

<lf you belonged to the tribe of the Dabb, you would know
my kinship, but (as you are) a negro with thick camel's lips...
Al Ll Be; 280, A Lo e

- = = -

It is interesting to see how Jurjini then subdivides the <true

metaphor: from an entirely new point of view. The first type of
thig' kind of metaphor occurs when a term is transferred from its
ofiginal object to another —specific "thing [hal reathy—esists For
instanteE yow say : < saw a lion> and you mean a definife Tman
who exists and can be pointed oul. In the second type you take
atermaway from ils proper object and use it ina place where
there Tsmothine—definite of which you could say: This 15 meant
by the term-{p-42). For example this verse of Labid (p. 43, no. 43):

cAand-many a stormy morning has been cleared away By me
(that is, | have protected pecople from it) when its reins were
lyin in the hand of the north winds::

;

: T S . Ay

el el A ool o Ny an)
= &

Here the poet attributes a hand to the north wind, although
it is evident that there is no corresponding part 6 which™this
designation-eould be“applicd, as the word <lion» 1= applied™to
the man-—MNo“substratum can be pointed out either for the TEins
of the morning-or=for the hand of the north wind. At the most
we might say: The poet attributes to the north wind an unlimited
control over the morning, corresponding to the unlimited
contrel a man has over a thing which he can turn hither
and thither as he wants (p. 44). There is the same difficulty if
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no words so appropriate as those the Bedouin used 7 He-
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ccurs when a poel ulilizes the wealth of

rabic language; for instance when, speaking

man body, he uses a term which is actually

appropriale lo the body of an animal. Thus the rajaz poet “Ajja]
uses i ome-verse-tp—2% o 28) 107 The <nose: of a beauliful woman,

1 3 i . s I
instead of Dhe word -e-:.-.-_.'r Hie—word—marsin,which properly only

denotes  he nose of an animal oo whieh-a rope;-—rasan, is_altache
Another poel (p.30;"no-29) uses for the lip of the horse, fafifal;
this

thé " word for the human lip, shafa. These metaphors Thave-ao
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Mudhhab-is-avain suggrestion;—personified as a demon that deludes
the reciters of the Koran and other pious people when they
performed the ablution and doubt whether they really did perlorni
it. In this verze the meaning of mudhhab 15 rather <idée fixes. T
pun does not_affect—Hw=listener at all, because

and interesting idea. But matters are different

later poet (p. 7.-n-4)-

-"L‘“ |;E:'|: !-._:- .'||':':_'|I_I'.'|| E-l.ll' !ill' eI L |'_Ex'

or let me die of that which they put into mjy

ea ol p Sl dlga »

In the first verse nothing is achieved ||:-.' madd Ahae and mudbhob
but an emply repetition of sound. This play of words add
to the meaning. In the second verse, on the contrary, «
first cheated, as there seems to be only a repetition of
words without any addition to the meaning. But in realily
this_very repeated word that gives the new meaning:
its intention as if it had nothing™new to oller you, BUT in realily
it rewards . youw-—abundantiys={p. 8) The value of such-a
therefore, not in the words, but'in the added meanine,-which is
infroduced in disguise—and-then~s0ddenly shows E full beauly.
c Ab-first-youthink That it i1s the same which-is-repeated -and.thal
its I'|:_'|'|:_".:i|i-:'.l|'| 15 l’||';|:.' for the sake of emphasis. Butl then YOuU W 1l
notice that you have been given a new idea after having given
sftp-trope of it Yoo make=r—profit—sferthinkmesyou-had-been
cheated of ity (p¥8Y"We have here an aesthellG Triticrsm-justified
by __psychologitdl—argumentalion : A gilt makes a grealer im-
pression  aftér having being  withheld. The profil comes fronra
guarter from which it is [easl expected.

The slFomyer—thEe association of the thoteiht expressed wilh
the play of words, the better. It must give the impression of
beine inevitable :

A water ﬁ-'-'-li'ﬁ‘ri['lhi':‘-'li't'lll {amil al-mia j has denied o a Bedou-
in's camels access to the water, the Bedouin's companions have
been beaten and his own clothes torn (p. 13). He protests o the
superintendent :

®
v | 5

| T (" -
- BT L W L S P I I R S

Hm ot -

The superintendent answers : «What? The fellow is even talking
in thymes? The Bedouwin-asks: Well, how do you expect me to




this Aext und commentaries on these commenlaries were wrillen.
The most famous are the Mufawwal and the Mukfitgsar by Ta
tazani (died 791 h). Everything thal an.eduecated Mushm—knows
about rhetoric is  derived from-this_book.

The two books of Jurjani have given rise to twg pew brgn<
ches of rhetorical -science-+—the—fim—al-ma*ani,—that-s-the school-
form of the book Dald'il al=-i‘jiz, and the “fim al-bayan derived
form the Asrar al-baldgha. The old-science of figures ol specct,
the *“ffmr—al-badi’, has beem—added as a third part so that since
the time of Qazwini's Talkhis rhetoric consists OF three paris:
{lm al-ma*ani, “Iim al bayan and “flm al-badar".

What then, is the new contritution of-the Asrar al-balagha,
! The contents

of the book are a series ol investigalions and analyses in which [

and what distinguishes Jurjani's approach from others!

' L 1 - - N i 14
rical, psychological, and aesthetic standards are applied with
LA SE S Il:'|=l'|!:i5.-\.:l!: and sensioity. 1 '.'.'ll iry 10 make I.IE:"' CIE LT
I i E i 5 Vi i 't -. '.-- J T N I- r
by giving a few examples of Jurjini's reasoning.

A x . I 5 1 = P 1 = T ey
At the very berinning of his book Jurjini discusses parono-
naszia (lainis). This iz, az iz well known. the renetition of a word
Masia {fafnis). L s 15, as 1S well KEnown, e repetitingn of a wWord
or of part of a word with a meaning different from the meaning
it had in the first i'l|.|-.|. Jurjani, however, 15 not content smply
M aury it 1 ¥ Laganad 1 § - . - h e A
o enumerate various Einds fafniz, as other rheloricians
but he tackles the problem in quite a different way
i - — 4 N - ! 1 ¥
CrILICEE S the ¢l rrent opimion that the beauly of VErses el
e '.-.u:'-:f-: :.'.'_":.-..:'I_ f Oneé - dnalvses WELseEs 14
. Eok by et T DR
{OWE S0 ENEIT WOr DECOImnes eVIicient L
15 not cue
conceplions—aroused by i
1 B I
mind of the listeners.
(8] |'u__.'-:.--I
lepended the harmonious rep
|| v K i
|.:|_|.:||: CONIrasis '-u_"-.-:".l_l

relid

1 I ¥ y " - »
ifnis and shows thal one cannol  explan

LdT
gestimtr—Valne -by—the-mere—sound o the - wordsed

made a verse—IT which a pun with the radicals o4=4

(. O, no.
His habil has carr
are confusecd whether
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ples, just as Ibn” al-M'utazz does. Only occasionally a reason is

10

given why in a certain case thie melaphor is beller Tablagfhith:
a normal expression. But this7is nol done sysTeTmaticaty.

A quite new approach is introduced by the book which is
the subject of the present edition, the <Secrets of Eloquences by
Abdalqdhir al-Jurjani (died 471 h. Brockelmann, Supplement 1/50:
we know almost nothing—about the life of this man. He was a
student of Abuit-Musain Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Farisi who was
again-a nephew _ofthe well-known gramfirian ADOD AT ai=Fans)

]
'

.'1_r|:f" perhiafs a-student of Abu |-[|-c'.--1|_i_1 e "1 ﬂE-J_Lu jani-ihe author of
the above-mentioned Waszdla. A—Garies-of EEFAITITLL
tical works, of which the Miaf ‘Gmid l..ll- Hundied—Agentia) is
the best known. In addilion to thes:e grammalicarworks he wrole
o boeks—wiithH .!:.'I,'.'I,' i:l'-c'-':;;;:- 1 e -:. ol poelic and rhe
toric-basitally important for subsequent cenerations. One T —the
beek—EmaTT ..-.’-.-'?cl.-. lts purpose, as the Ltle shows, is to prove
hetorical .'-J:-.'I*. of the Koran |

1EOFY O Syntaci

of the words,
parficies
=T
Liveary

volutionized the studies
|_'-_:|'-.' +4 ¥ Were firsl condensed and rearranegedo
ar-Razi the greal dogmatist and commentator of
trir=trir-and ‘.'n-“ oy the encyclopedist Sakkaki (died

plraPae (e

rhetoric E\.--Iu'l ol his M Ficiee ard- wieeng | 4 e EElImanm, _'-||;;|i||_

Sakkakils-work=forms-the Bise of Lhe betract Tallhiz )

wWint the EKhatib of |:'i;||:.;|__-;|-|'|u. cliet 730 :| The il|||!.llll himself
later enlarged this abstract under [he Tt hoggiih i f-ma’une
wal-bayan: The Talkhiz has become the classical text-book on

Kot T ¢ 5 | P e i ] ¥
riietoric throl ehiotl the Islamic world, € ountless commentaries o1




parison of #Arabic rhetorical works with those of antiguity has no
}1{-:;11 attempted by anyone so far.

The work of Ibn al-Mu'tazz exercised a considerable influence.”
A great many works on simile, metaphor and figures of speech
were composed. Few of these works have survived, fewer shil
been published. This type of hterature took a special furfi after
Safiyaddin —al-Hili—(died - 749-hy~Having—seen a vision of the
prophet in his drea he-was-inspired” 1o wrile a panegyric about
hify, comtaimimg—ait the rhetorical figures he knew. These are ex-
plainéd By the poet himself in the commentary  which-he added
to_his poem. This—form of presentation of the rhetorical higurés
continued to be used-ufifil the twelfth century of the Hegira. Tfs
last great representafive — as far as [ know — is _the work Anwar
ar-rabi’ fi anwd® al-badi by Ibn Ma®$iim (died 1104 h). On the
other hand, figures of speech are not the only subject the Arabian
rhetorical works deal with—hnr the book As Sinaafain_by ABGT
Hitat—al-"Askari (died 395 )Y and in_the Umda_of lbn Rashiq
(died 456 h) areftreated™thémes such as defimitions of L|Ufll-'~"ll"
(baldgha), criteria for aesthelic criticism, the views of the prophet
and Hiscompeniens-on-peetry and many other subjects. Aesthelic
criticism was particularly stimulated by the controversy on the
merits of certain poets. Abi Tammam and Bubturi had each their
partisans. The verdicts of the respective opponents are examined
and contrasted with that of the writer and so on. The besl
known works of this kind are the Muwidzana bain Abi Tammam
wal-Bulturi by Amidi (died 371 h) and the Wasafa bain al-Mu-
fanabbi ;.--u.{’fua?n.'.':-:l.'-h t!':, Abn .I-.I':h’l:-iiln Ali :ﬁ-‘,lu:‘g’an:n [[“EL‘.Li. " |iJ-

These works provide us with valuable information about the
standards according to which the Arabian critics rated poetry.
In this literature much space is"given to_ascertaining which poet
adopted a poetic motive {ma‘nd, conceit} from another, whether
he altered-the motive or not and-whether this alteralion was for
beélter or worse. An asténishing c.-:::-nnﬂ”ﬁt‘lll"%hlp is manifested
here, a wvast knowledee-of poetic works @nd- a highly developed
taste. In spite of this fact the judgements passed are often sub-
jective and arbitrary and soffielimes unsupported. Yel we can
learn much frogee them.

Most of these writers are content to define briefly metaphor,

simile, trope and the various figures of speech and to give exam-




There can be no doubt that Qudama knew some ol Aristotl-¢ s
wvorks, above all his logic, but if the Rimtorc ol
compared with Qudima’s book —very {ew points of

to be found..The Rhetoric of Aristotle, not lo mentior
WS Very little to the taste of the Arabs.

which Aristotle presents in his Rhetoric, the <syml
edlikanikon> could nolBe—of TEFESL 10 The Arabe becau:

had hardly occasion in H8F_public meelings—to_influence |he
aecisions of those present by political speeches:
courts in which thé jury could be worked

Therefore only the third type, the

Rhetorical-figures are Irgaled by Arisfolle onli in-passine—and
in_a manner quite” differeny’ rom tha

. ' 'x"'-\- - — . i= g

be simpler (o asswme— that Christian

something of rhetorical principles,

of the most important figures ;

this assumption.

Mothing about Greek rhetoric is mes
bn al-Mu'tazz. His object is not -exac
|'_'..|¢ witich
did not-orisinate-withereceEmt ffoels like Baslish ibn-Burd.—Kirstim

DASITSITAr bills

tion of a number of ficurds (he mention
the 5

the'demonstration thal

at-Walid-and-others; bt wlveady 1o be found-in-ancient poelry,
as well=as=im=the“KoFan and in_the Hadith.-He '1'.-:|||.I'i:.. explains
these [!‘__:'l.lr'i.'."i and™ then illustrates them |::-. TELL e Rl -:'~..'-.I!.;-;-' 3
Twice he quotes earlier authorities. Dis: ussing paronomasia (fajnis)
ne quotes a lost book of the grammarian Asmai (died 216 h),

Aitab—al-ajnas. This book has nol come down to us=therefore-we
do-not-know whether it dealt with pure lexical matters or whether
it achraly—waz an early book on this one rhetorical figure. T his
discussion-of-the figrure cargumentations (al-madhhab al-kalam:)
he says that this tesm—was invented by Jahiz (died 755 |~.:I‘. Thus
Ibn  al-Mu‘tazz  quotes no Greek, but only Arabic works. On the
other hand it is easy to see that most of his figures are to be
found in every manual o* Fireient rhetoric, for instance: mufa-
baga = antithesis, i“firdd = parenthesis, illifar = apostrophe,

ruji = metancia. And the same holds good for many new
figures which the imitators of Ibn al-Mu'tazz added later. A com-
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frequently, but not to excess; paronomasia, antithesis etc. are
rather rare.

At the beginning of the Abbasid period a new poelry appears
in which these latter formal elements, the rhetorical figures, are
evidently intentionally sought for and occur with great frequency
The main representative of this type is Abi Tammam (died 230 h).
This new art in which rhetorical figures are more and more
highly—vatued-is—catted—~<the new—=styles (@l Fad: ), and this term i3
also used fo designate the figwres ol speech themselves A%—a
whaole,

How can one explain the appearance.of this new style which
from now on was to dominate not only Arabian but also Persian
and Turkisk poetry? Taha Husain asserts in his preface to the
edition of NMagd an-nathr of Qudama b. Ja'far that this predo-
minance of rhetorical-elements=is-to be explained in the case of
Abii Tamman_by his Greek descént, and he regards this poetry
as evidence for the“Heéllenization of the Arabian world.

It is indeed generally agreed that the Islamic world was
strongly influenced by the late Hellenistic culture of the Near
Eastern cities. This influence is apparent in architecture, philosophy
and even in manners and customs, such as wedding ceremonies
and so on. But how are we to imagine Greek influence on Ara-
bian poetry? Did Abli Tammim learn something about the
principles of rhetoric in a Christian school? We do not know
that he went to such a school. And if such influences did exist,
we have so far no literary evidence for them.

What about the science of rhetoric, and especially that of
the rhetorical figures, among the Muslim Arabs? The metres used
by the Arabian pcoetsin the sixth century have been scientifically
treated and :-!.-'.‘-il*.!l'l'l-ﬁti:rfL":.'-l '_':13' Rhalil. The rhetorical higures, with
which at first also metaphor and similes were classed, were lrea-
ted in a book written by the Abbasid prince Ibn al-Mu tarz
(died 296 h), called Al-Badi® which was wrilten n 274 b, Aboul

the same time Qawa td ash-shi‘r ol Fha-lab-{died 291 h} and The

two books of Qudama ibn Jafar (died 310 h) appeared : Vagd
ash-shi r and Nagd an-nathr. I8, TioWever, not cerfain _ whether
the second of these lwo books was really written by Qudima himsell
Tiha Musain—asserts—thel-Nogd-an=narhr was_ inflienced” by the
Rhetoric of Aristolle, translated by Ishaq ibn Hunain (died 298 h).

——
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no dramatic poetry. Some attempts at epic_poelry owe their
origin_to Persian-influence—Thus _during=the—second.- century—eaf
the Hegira Aban al-Lihigi translated Persian narrative works
sueh-as-Kalila” and “Dimna.the=SindbEdname -and_Gther stories
nto  Arabian  verse, and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz elorilied the achie-
vements of the caliph ARENMUtadid.in-a-peétic-form.called myz-
dapifa, corresponding to the P
littrature did not establish itself in Arabic poetry. The antient
Arabians had little taste for fiction. The object of Arabic poetry

as~well as their prose is to relate facls and actual, not helilios;

3 : -
ersian mathnavi. But this form of

events. "It may happen that the subject matter 6f the poétfy or
narralive 15 not real, but i so, the poet or narrator nevertheless
always intends to relate real occurrences. Besides, the literary
interest of an Arab is shortlived: he has not the patience to
waste much time on one subjech, to listen to long stories. The
Arabian adab author fears nothing so0 much as to tire the listener
or reader by dwelling to long on one subject. For this reason Ara
bian literature sometimes makes a rather kaleidoScopic impression.
writersdo-motaed! at any lenghhowith“a-smylc théme, bul pass
on-quickly to another; and all narratives.are-rather-short, -hardly
more than-anecdotes. In poems the interest lies not so mueh in

I arl

the avhole poelic structure as in the beauty of single Verses

Finally, Arabic poelry is_mainlysubjective—Fhe-poel_seems
t0 be always present. He does not easily forget himself—morder
10 Eomeemtrate niE alfenflion upon the narralive of externat-events.

Even when he seems o do.so.there-always-remains_an obvious

or latent |f:Ei|tiL:-||:-:||i]: between the things he describes and himsell.
A gasida in praise of a ruler berins almost always—with some
lines about the poet himself. One's own glory ffakhr, looms large
in-ancient-Arabit poelry.
Lhe~tormat-elements-in—ancient—Arabic poelry are already
fairly dewveloped. There arel sixteen _métres with numerous
varations—and—a single L'I,Ir‘i1ir':llq.:l.-l‘i_:"IE.E,.:I‘.'!-r, renmdered—possible_hy
the-wealth-—of -synonyms—in—tre—tanrvage—There—isalso—acertamr
regularity of sfructure in a gasida. -
There are also other formal elements which can be employed
in the composition of verse and of prose: simile, metaphor,
antithesis, paronomasia, ploke (the répeliion of the first word at
the end of the VErse) and 56 on. Simile and metaphor  occdr




INTRODUCTION

It is a well known fact that the ancient Arabs developed a
remarkable talent for literary art. The Bedouins produced no
original sculpture or painting but, on the other hand, from the
sixth century onwards they developed a rich, though onesided
literary art. This art consists mainly of poetry, more specifically
lyrics. Yet even in ancient times poetry existed side by side
with._artistic _prose..  lf_we.skim.throughworks infended™ 4%
collections of ancient Arabic oratory, such as for instance Jahiz’
Baydn wa {abyin, we find many examples of artistic or eloruent
progee= There=are“Tecorded sayings of BEOTITES=umer=teteum
womep” which are marked by terseness, striking metaphors and
“similes and sometimes by prose rhyme (saf‘) too. They are valued
by writers like Jahiz for their literary-gualites—rest-as-poelry.is.

Besides these short sayings, which were often addressed lo caliphs

and governors, there are public speeches, whether political or
not (khufab), made by caliphs, governors or other prominent
persons, speeches that are highly esteemed by Arabian men of
letters. These speeches were always Iree speeches, not read.
YWhen the Arabian administration was established, a new flield ol
Arabian literature developed, which was intended from the
first for expression in writing. These are the official letters issued
by the administrative offices— s lelfers were expected to have
literary Torm, and that segms-to—Be—the reason why lrom the
first decades of the fourth century of the Hegira the literary
culture _of the Islamic Orient was mainly represented by the
“secretarial class. In addition there—arose™umn arl ol privale Telfer-
"'.L'thﬁdi"?mﬁh'ﬁfﬁl?ﬂ- at—~a—high literary standard. The highly
finished-style—of epistolography -was hen adopted to some extenl
by historiography and finally also appears in works which were
intended—only 16r entertainment.

This almost exhausts the types of belles lettres of the Arabs.
There is no epic poetry known in ancient Arabic literature and






















